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all animals (and possibly 1n plants also)...
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[Oetober 96, 1927.]
What is Comparative Medicine ? p
By 0. CEARNOCE BRaADLEY, D.Sc., M.R.C.V.5.
ABSTRACT —Inasmuch as it includes the study of disease in a considerable nuny
animals belonging to widely different species, there is some ground for regarding ve

medicine as being comparstive medicine. But this i3 held to be too narrow an ag
of the term. A

There is batter reason for the contention that human and veterinary mefhe'
compose comparative medicine., Notwithstanding marked differences between f the
digeases of man and those of the lower animals, the similarities and resemblay fre much
more nurmerous, Huoman and veberinary medicine are confronted with simils fblems and

employ eimilar means for their solution; and, taken together, they deal with /Mrge group of
animals sufficient to justify the contention that they are two branches of one Medicine, Butan
even wider and more comprehensive conception of comparative medieine iz suggested. Tt is
held to embrace the study of disease processes in all animals (and possibly in plents also), in
all conditions, and with the help of all available means. Its corpus contains elemente that have
been contributed, and are being contributed, from widely different sources. The physicist, the
chemist, the physiclogist, and others make diseoveries that are susceptible of incorporation ;
and thus is accumulated a store of linked facts from which practitioners of human and
veterinary medicine take what they need, and taking, give.

THOUGH it would be difficult, 1( not 1|:|1pc-ssnhla to suggest & better a.d]suh:lve. it
is unfortunate that “ comparstive” when used in conjunction with “ medicine
is susesptible of o variety of interpretations, the interpretations depending upen the
angle of the interpreter.

It is very unlikely that anyone will view the term from so narrow an angle, but
it is juat possible to elaim that eomparative medicine ia that part of human medicine
which takes into account individual, racial and other differences. Such an
interpretation, however, need not be seriously considered.

But the supposition that comparative medicine is synonymous with veterinary
medicine is worthy of a closer examination.

Veterinary medicine, in its sarly davs, was concarned with only one or two
animals. From the laws of Hammurabi we are to conclude that the ox and
sheep were the only domestic animals that mattered in the third millenniom B.C.
This we bave no difficulty in believing, for Babylon was a pastoral country. Nor are
we surprised that, in a later age, writersin & country that enjoyed military fame (such
a8 Rome) should have confined their attention almost exclusively to diseases of the
horga. Veterinary science to-day, on the eontrary, concerns itself with many different
—and widely different—species. Ranging, as do the patients of the modern
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Pigs Bred With Cystic Fibrosis
Provide Model To Mimic Human

Disease

ScienceDaily (Sep. 26, 2008) — Cystic
Fibrosis (CF) continues to be a lethal
disease for humans despite the
identification of the problematic gene
two decades ago. Many humans born
with CF — the most common genetic
disease in Caucasians - often die because
of a lung disease developed later.
Scientists have been unable to develop an
animal model that develops the fatal lung
disease. Now, a University of Missouri
researcher is producing pigs born with P, @ |
cystic fibrosis that mimic the exact o SN W e h
symptoms of a newborn with CF. v S [ 5./ v
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“Hmmm....a
plant tumor...?”
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In vitro
Differentiation
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Insects did it first...
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Plant Science + Comparative Medicine

B8 Mizzou

University of Missouri

the Bond LSC

MU: the diet-animal-human health intersection
on the “Life Sciences Corridor”










