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ATRICK LEE has portrayed Thomas Jefferson 
for 21 years as a speaker for convention 

audiences from Maine to Hawaii. One of his 
favorite Jefferson quotations is : "Nothing 
gives me more pleasure than to render any 

service in my power, of whatever description ." 
As a 17-year-old freshman in 1968, Lee didn't 
know Jefferson's stance on serving others, but 

he took a step in that direction by donating 
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his first pint of blood at Mizzou. 0td Vrrt.i A Tvpe Pos• tiv~ 1HE MERICAN NATIONAL 

RED CROSS - Issued By Lee, BS Ed '72, saw posters around campus advertising the blood 
drive and hiked over to Memorial Union to do his part. "You had + University of Missour• 
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A MEMBER OF THE 
to be 18, but I lied about my age," says the Ashland, Mo., resident. 
He has long since filled in the 16 blanks on his first donor card and 
plans to finish donating his 20th gallon of blood (160 donations 
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of one pint) at Homecoming 2011. Mizzou's student-run drive at 
Homecoming anchors a campus blood donation effort that nets 
about 8,400 units a year, making it one of the top three college
based programs nationwide. The program has collected more than 
90,000 units since it started in 1985. 

As a freshman at MU, Patrick Lee faked his age to donate his first pint 
of blood. His Red Cross donor card dates to 1968. He will have filled the 
equivalent of 10 cards when he finishes his 20th gallon at Homecoming 2011. 

Over the years, donating blood has been so much a part of Lee's 
routine that his daughters coined a phrase about it. "They'd say 
'Daddy's going blooding,'" Lee says. That is always good news 
because he brings home cookies and other treats to share. He puts 
a reminder to give blood in his calendar about every eight weeks. 
"When that reminder shows up, I go do it again." Lee's habit has 

influenced his family as well - four of his six children and his wife 
have given blood at least once. The other two children aren't old 
enough yet. 

"Maybe this article will inspire others to give it a try," he says. 
"We're on this earth to serve others. I'm a Christian. I know that 
Jesus shed his blood for everyone, and he said, 'Follow me.' In this 
way, I shed a little bit of blood to help someone else." lll 

At your service 
SINCE AT LEAST the 1970s, student-run ser
vice projects have been part of Homecoming. 
This year, the Mizzou Alumni Association 
is taking it up a notch with a new student 
project and a new program for alumni. 

Students will volunteer to spruce up cam
pus before alumni return for Homecoming, 
says Carrie Bien, BA, BJ '09, the association's 
coordinator for student programs. "They'll 
be cleaning up bulletin boards and bus 
stops, painting handrails, weeding plant 
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beds and more," she says. 

Alumni may join the spirit of giving dur
ing the inaugural Mizzou Homecoming Day 

of Service Oct. 1, says Jayson Meyer, director 
of alumni relations . "Homecoming is special 
to the Mizzou family, but not everyone can 
come to Columbia, so this is a way to take 
the celebration out to local communities." 
Meyer's goal is to engage 30 alumni chap
ters nationwide in any sort of service work. 
"There's no right or wrong idea. We expect 
a lot of chapters to do things like hold car 
washes and bake sales, work at food banks, 
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clean up parks and support Joplin." (See 

story on MU's response on Page 6.) 
Through the years, student-run service 

projects have included blood drives, food 
drives, dances for local seniors, 5K races 

for Big Brothers, Big Sisters, and building 
houses for Habitat for Humanity. "These 

traditional projects focus outward," says 
Todd McCubbin, M Ed '95, executive director 
of the association. "This year's new projects 
focus inward, back to Mizzou, to help build 
support for the university. That's what the 

association is all about." lll 
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