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ST ORY BY C HRIS BL OSE 

PHOT OS BY R OB HILL 2004 
I N SOME MIZZOU RESIDENCE H .... LLS 

today, s tudents still shave and brush 
the ir teeth over the same s inks 

some with scpar;l[c faucets for hot and 

cold water - that s tudents used in the 

19405. They wa rm themselves through 
winter with the heat spewed from 

decades-old radiators. 
That historical link might be interest. 

ing, but to most modern students, it 
s imply won' t do. On top of those anachro_ 

nisms, record enrollments and a chronic 

hOUSing crunch regularly fo rce some 

students tempornrily into rented 

Stephens College dorms. Add to that the 

level of maintenance required for build

ings that date back to anywhere from 

196 5 for G illett Hall , the newest . to 1939 

for DefO(! Hall . the oldest . and the need 

for the $300 million Residential Life 

Master Plan becomes clear. 

The plan combines the first new resi

dential construction in almost 40 years 

w ith demolition or rt!novation of every 

residence hall . It w ill bring new halls and 

w recking balls to campus through the 
year 201 5 or beyond . and the students liv_ 

ing there will pay for the improvements. 

Frankie Minor, director of Residential 

Life, says the plan's b>'Oals include improv_ 

ing safety and becoming more at t ractive 

to potential students so that MU remains 

competitive w ith other schools. Thirty 

percent of undcrgraduates live on cam

pus, and most of tilem a rc accustomed to 

privacy, amenit ies such as air condition

ing and ample electrical outlcts for com

puters. T Vs, DVD playcrs. refrigerators 

and other things many of thcm consider 

necessit ies rather than conveniences. 

In a national survey, 83 percent of stu

dcnts admitted to MU cited housing quality 
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as an important factor in choosing a college. 

Of those, about 52 pe rcent rated MU's 
hOUSing as average or below average. "If our 
hOUSing doesn 't stack up i\,"Uins t other insti

tutions, that docsn ' t just hurt housing," 

Minor says. " That hurts the institution." 

Contractors have already completed 

some improvements from the master plan. 

In Jones, Lathrop and Laws halls, built in 

1957. they replaced w indows and sinks, 

updated bathrooms and upg raded 

electrical systems to allow for w indow 

air condi t ioners, now sumlard in all 

rooms. \Vorkers also replace(1 the original 

heat ing ami air conditioning system in 
Mark Twa in Hall , built in 1965. Other 

such "critical measurt!s" exist in the plan 

to keep buildings viable unt il rt!novation. 

But t he biggest changes to t he look , 

feel and function of campus w ill come 

w it h new construction projects, some of 

w hich art! nearing completion. 

WHATGOESU" 
\ V IiP.N THE fOUR RESIOENCE IiALLS AND 

one <lining hall that make up the 217.000_ 

square-foot Virginia Avcnue Housing and 

Dining Fac ility open in fall 2004, MU 

w ill look more collegiate than ever. That 's 

because of a conscious move away from 

t he institutional look of some bUild ings 

from the 19505 ami I 960s and toward t he 

more traditional clements of buildings 

such as Johnston Hall , built in 1947. 

"These elemell ts are rt! flected in the 

warmer exterior finishes of the hr ick an<l 

roof colors, the pitch of the roof versus 

u le flat roofs on many existing buildings, 

and t he scale of the buildings." says 

Harriett G reen.Sappington, assistant 

di rector of faci li ty planning and develop-
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mem . So mUle<1 colors gi .. 'e way to red 

brick, and h igh. rises gi .. 'e way to hori:1·.on. 

tal. three· to five-story des igns. 

Inside. instead of lung. straight corr i· 

dors of rooms antI communal bathrooms. 

single and double room.s break into suites in 

various 3rnlngcments, w ith no more than 

fonr pcoplesbaring a bathroom. T he mix of 

room styles should heuer integrate older 

students, who often choose to live ofT 

campus, w ith fres hmen, w ho are reqUired 

to live on campus, Campus administrators 

hope that younger students w ill benefi t 

from the presence of their older, more 

experienced counterparts. 

Sha ring a sui te seems a far cry from 

sharing a bath room with 30 other stu _ 

dents. T he des ign caters to expectations 

of privacy, hut Minor wams to balance 

those expcrtations w it h w hat has trad i

tionally ""'orked. Part of living with a 
roommate and sharing com mon fac il it ies, 

espeCially in t he first year of college, is 
about soc iallellrning. Minor (Iocsn'( .... rant 

that experience to get lost in the move to 

please the modern student. 
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The Vi rginia Avenue halls, located 

between College and Virginia avenues in 

the southeastern part of campus, are 

linked by indoor connecting bridges. 

They also include kitchens and lounges. 

plus meet ing rooms and computer labs for 

learning commun it ies, w hich arc groups 

of students w ho share common imerests 

in academic fields or cultural pursui ts. 

Two of the buildings w ill be deSignated 

for learning com.munit ies, and the other 

two w ill house general residents. 

Studellls w ill likely face tough compe' 

t it ion for the coveted space, w hich w ill be 

available on a fi rst.come, fi rst-served 

basis. The 72 1 new beds in the complex 

w ill give Res idential Li fe "sw ing space"' 

to maintain enough hOUSing for students 

w hile some buildings are closed for reno· 

vation, but the nee(l to relit Stephens 

College space wil1likcly continue. 

T he next major construct ion project. 

Southwest Campus Housing, w ill add 

658 beds and drastically alter the look of 

the major Columbia intersection w here 

Providence Road meets Stadium 
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Boulevard . Located at the northeast 

corner of that interscrtion , it is slated for 

completion in fall 2006 , as is the 328·bed 

College Avenue Housing, across College 

Avenue from the Virgin ia Avenue complex , 

WHAT M UST CoME D OWN 

THB DECISION TO RENOVATE O R DI!MOLISH 

other halls depends in part on cost. It 's a 

bit like deciding w hether to have an old 

car repaired ; one has to ask , " Is it worth 

it , or should I just buy a new car?" After 

estimating the cost of renovation and also 

looking at how fun ctional a building is. 

Res idential Life w ill either renovate it or 

bring it down , 
The fi rst halls to face demolition in fall 

2004 are Blair, Smith and Donnelly, all of 

w hich will be cleared t o begin construe· 

tion on Southwest Campus Housing. 
Others to come down include Bake r.Park 

and Gardner-Hyde, though both will be 
rebuilt. 

For a complete lis t of w hat's going up, 

w hat's coming down and w hat's getting 

fixed , see the chart on Page 2 1. 
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NOT YOUR PARENTS' CAFETERIA 

ALONG WITH NEW DORMS COMES NEW 

dining, and long gonc are thc days of 
bland cafeteria food , mystery meat . 
runny mashcd potatoes and cndlcss rows 
of mctal bins fillcd with prccookcd grub. 

SPRING 2004 

With plaza 900, the new dining 

facility opening in fall 2004 as a part of 
thcVirginiaAvcnue complex, institutional 

food shows a distinctly modern look. 
Although Campus Dining Services has 
renovatoo all other dining halls on 

Hillor 



campus in the past 12 years, plaza 900 i.s 

the fi r.st new dining faci li ty built since 

Rollins in 1965, Much like the new 

residence halls, t he design and amenities 

are based largely oll .s tudent feedback . 

Julaine Kiehn , dircctor of Campus Dining 

Services, says surveys and foc u.s group.s 

provi(led that feedback. 

In add ition to dining staples such as a 

grill , (Ieli and salad bar, the new facili ty 

w ill feat ure several new concept.s. T hose 

include the O nstage area, a display cook· 

ing range where students w ill be able to 

wn!ch as cook.s prepare their made,to· 

order food. The Daily Theme area will 

have themed cuisine that changes 
re!,"tl larly, and the Emporiunl w ill offe r 

cold food for takeout . 
The seating fo r 450 in plaza 900 w ill 

be more segmented than many dining 

halls, with more private areas taking the 

place of large rooms w it h rows of tables. 
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A BRIDGE OvER TROUBLED WALKERS 

IN THE CI.ASSIC VII)EO GAME FR09fjER, 

player.s try to maneuver a frog across a 

road through heavy traffic. That scenario 
takes on a less fUll , more dangerous mean, 

ing daily for pedestrians trying t o cross 

College Avenue - often w ithout using 

the crosswalks at interstttions - and the 

dr ivers t rying to avoid them. 

T hat won 't be as much of a problem 

when the new College Avenue Bri<lge 

opens in fall 2004. Wh en plaza 900 starts 

serving, the existing Bingham Connection 
dining hall east of t he road w ill close. 

That meall.s t hat about 1,000 .s tudents 

w ill cro.ss to the new facility cvery day in 

addi tion t o normal pedestrian traffic, 

Grecn.Sappington says. 

The bridge w ill star t on t he east side 

ofCollcgeA"enue by Hatch and Schurz 

halls and connect to the Virginia Avellue 

complex on the west side. \Vi th this posi. 

.1111011 

tioning, plus the addition of College 

Avenue Housing in fall 2006 on t he cast 

side, the bridge should change the now of 

foot traffic on that part of campus. At least 

it will be less like a deadly vi<lco game. 

GET WHAT You PAY FOR 

TIMBS ARE TOUGH FOR HIGHER 

education . Budget cuts paint a gloomy 

financial picture for the state, and the 
Residential Life Master plan will cost an 

estimated $300 million over 15 to 20 

years. So people often ask Minor, " How 

can we afford to do this?" 

The answer is surprisingly Simple: T he 

people who live in new buildings w ill pay 

for them. Residential Life is an auxiliary 

department , meaning that its money does 

not come from MU's general operating 

budget. Ninety-()ne percent of it comes 

from hOUSing contracts. "These buildings 

are being paid fo r by student users who are 
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very eager to have them ." Minor says. 

Students in new facilities will pay 20 

percent above the highcst current rate. 

and those in renovated halls will pay 15 

percent above an equivalent unrcnovauxl 

hall's rate. In addition, rates will rise 

I percent above inflalion , mcaning that if 

costs naturally inflate 3 perccnt. students 

will ac tually pay 4 percent more. \\!by 

docs Minor think this plan will work? 

Because it has in the past. Currently. 

there's a 38 percent diffe rence betwcen 

the lowest and highest room rates. yet 

there is usually more clenland for t he 

amenities that come with the most expen

sive room.'!. Students and their parents a re 

willing to pay for what they get. 

The master plan hreaks into four 

phases of three to four years each . If all 

goes as planned, each phase w ill be self· 

funding . For example. the money made on 

the new Virginia Avenue resi(lence halls 
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and other renovated hall ~ will pay for 

phase one. The same is true of Southwest 

Campus Housing in phase two and other 

projects in phases t hree and four. 

This is not to say that the plan is air

t ight. The financial planning leaves little 

room for error. It depends on Residential 

Life 's capital pool, which Minor likens to 

a savings account. Universities sometimes 

dip into such funds for imme(liate con

cerns, including shortfalls created by 

state withholdings. If that ha ppens. each 

phase can be deferred until it becomcs 

financially feasihle. 

BUILT T o LAST JUST loNG ENOUGH 

SoME OF MU's RESIDENCE HALLS THAT 

were built in the J 960s w ill likely still be 
standing in the 2060s, Minor says. Hut 

w ith needs in a constant state of nux, 

who knows how well those faci li ties will 

serve students in t he years to conic? 

Hilm 

That attitude has led to a new 

approach to construction. Unlike older 

dorms. the Virginia Avenue halls and 

other!lcw facilities will be built to last 

about 30 years, though Minor thinks they 

will last longer with proper maintenance. 

That saves moncy on cons truction , but 

cost is not the only motive. In the future, 

instead of being stuck with old buildings 

in need of renovation, planners can 

update campus facilities as needs change. 

" I'd rather be in Il s ituation w here we 

get the financial usc out of these facilities 

and then go bade and look at how drllSti

cally the students' needs have changed," 

Minor says. So 30 or so years from now, 

w hen people look back with nostalgic 

humor at the old-fllShioncd students and 

outdated technology of2004. Mizzou 

may be ready for another master pb.n. 

For more information, visit 

http://resli fe . missouri .edu . • 
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