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WIII :N ~IYTEIJ,I'I!()NE )(I NGS, I 

alm(),~l.[llwa)'sch cck the ca llcr 

10 bel;)l"c J ;111,~wcr. [rthe 11 11 111 · 

bcramlll(IIllC l"ok lInfamiliuf, I assuille 

thccallcris: 

I. A pri~on inmate 

0' 
2. An MU gradual c seek ing advice 

about Jluhlish ing :I hook. 

\VIIY Lhalodd pai rill)!;?\Vcll . aSlIl1 

investigative ,"cpo1'lcr, I WI"itc frcquclldy 

ulllJ lI Lmalfu llcLiUlISofll lccrilllilluljlLsLicc 

,~ys Lclll, Havinggui llCd a rcp lllMhl1l 

;llllong l'() llv ict.s liS a jOllfllul isl wlul might 

look inLoduill1 .~ of iIIIlOC('IlCC, I rct:civc 

Illlllu'fo\lsn.l1[s fnlJll cJcS]ICrlllcpcoplc. 

Mllst inmalcs arcgralclill i['ld,lll"lhiILg 

ll1()rcduI11IL~lcl1curc flllly, V'/u lll1nllC 

authors, 1I1l tbcHthcr IUlIld. cxpCC I ugl"CUl 

deal and arc f:lI"cly grate ful whell I urfer 
candid a(1vicc.AII i ll all, I would rathcr 

hcarfnllllscrial killcrs. 

lt sccms that halfof M U alumni :Irc 

wnrking nil honk UWIHISCriptS in thcir 

spare timc. Thc ochcr half arc chinking 

ubom wriring honks. [t is nn e)(aggeratinn 

losayrhMl reccivecullsan!l, incrcas­

ingly. c-uHli 1.~ from wnnnnhe U\II:hors 

alillostcverywcck, lIlunth uftcr month , 

year uftcr yenr. They ca ll me heenl lse I nm 

tlleul ltllllrilfs ixllilllficti'1IIiJonks - tw(l 

fr(JlIl regimw i publishcrs, onc frulll die 

Univcrs ity of Missouri Press uml thrce 

fr(l1l1 nutinnal tradepublisl lc rs . 

Apparendy, to amatcurs with hig 

dreams, w ri li ng a hnok seems easy. It is 

just pUlli ng words Oil p:lper, nftel' all. 

\VIlY not try it? A I:HbTC pcrcentagc !Ire 

writing thcir mcmoirs. Surely their 

fasci nati ng livcs wil l uppca l toa vast 

audience. Others arc writi ng hooks about 

their acndemic specialties (dueli ng, 

mcdicnl carc (luring long_ago wars, thc 

Itletaphor of dOilies tic lleC(lIework in 

period novels); their hohbies (ty ing fish­

iug fli es, carv ing wildlifc critters from 

burs of soap); their amateur 's pass ion for 

ja~~ or baseball or Cajun cooking or 

collecting match hooks from aflllllullhc 

world. I am nnt making th is up. 
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Thcy cnllle to me froll1 alidireet i(llls. 

Some arc Sc\lIlol of JOlll"llulism gru<luates. 

Others al'C gllidc<lto mc by helpful 

helpflll, in my opi llioll - staff members 

who answer thc J -School's IIwillllllmbcr. 

St ill other referralsemne frum Ellis 

Library, t he English llepttrtmcllt, prnfes_ 

sors in various disciplines who know me, 

friends of rrielllls, acquttilll:Jlwe.~ of 

ae(luainlanccs. I llCccpt eve ry \ ~ (111 Ullt of 

S'lllICIW isW(lscIISeo f(liH.y. l l.ryeo 

answcr p"lieciy, al lhuugh I rear dlUl 

sonlclinlc.~ [llIll C Ul"(. - espcciallywhcnl , 

as afree-bllce writer,lllll1ryiligLO l'ulll ­

plclCU maglizi llesturyolllle:l(lIi neur 

ex periellc illg ugllud dayut dle keylwurd 

withuncuf"uIY UWlllllOllllscripts. 

Thc (luestilllls ul"c a lllwst always the 

sume. As a public se rvice, aud pel"hnps to 

l'lItdnwllUIl the lIu l1lber of culls [ receive, 

hercthcy are , IIlungwilhl"olldcnsed 

vcr.~ ionsormy answers: 

Q: Wi ll YOII read my mHlHJ.~cr i]lt ,lIld 

give Ille feed hack! 

A: (MostcxpecttllUtservkef'lrf"rcc . l 

wondcr why chey think [ 11m independ_ 

endy we(llthy. Sume offer to pay, bUll 

feel h:ld taki ng money from MU aluum i.) 

I might 

reu<lynllr 

script , if 

YOllurc 

prcpared 

ca ndid 

mcnt.The 

t!"lmhlei:;, 

It ,ee"" that 
half ofMU 
olv".,o; are 

workin9 on book 
".,oovS"cripn- io 

their 'Pare ffme. 

almflstllO 

wanllabelluthorw ill graeiolislyueeept 

negativcor e"en 11Ikcwarmopill iollS. Uy 

thc ti mc they callmc, mo.~t huve a lreudy 

deci<lcd they arc on the way to writing a 

grenc book. 

Q: Do I need a litcrary agent? If so, 

how do I find one? 

A: The only reason to seek a litcrttry 

agent be fore completing the mUllIlsc r ipt is 

ifyolillee<l a s igni fi ca nt amolillt of IllOucy 

III ZWII 

I accept" every 
call out of ,o",e 
twisted ,en,e of 

~25,()O()ur 

dviy. 

mllre)til 

fin ish the huok. ]l uhlish er.~ cu ll suc h 

mnncyan advnnce. Rcginnu l puhlishers, 

puhli.~ hers I.hat sped'llize by tupic ulid 

IIni\"ers ilypl"essesrarcly reqllire:ltl 

;llllh"rtUrelUinUIl:lg;Cl1t .N:,lionultrudc 

pl,hlishcrs sllch ~s It:llldulII HOllse und 

Si lnUIi & StiHistcr pITrer to <Ieul with 

ugellts. Thc hcSl ways of fi n(ling ugcllts 

:,retn g"oll rel'mH lllcllliations from 

ulIthnr.~ or lo nudy the :lcknowlcllgmellts 

ofbuoks rclatcdto),ours 

Q: Whio.:h puhlishcrs would he 

intcrc~tcd in my h",)k? 

A: Study thc world of pu]'li~hing at 

houkstorcs. librllrics antiUll lille 

Oder mine wh ieh publishe rs distribute 

s imilurbouks.andu]lproach thcm first. 

Thcline~ arc llIurebl ll rred thallever 

hcr',rc. For example, lIutiollnllrudc 

puhlishers:lreless and less intercstcdin 

hookstlHltwillllotbel"oIllC/"jllulicia l 

hlockbustcrs. Smaller national puhlhhcr~ 

(such us Algoll([uin in Chapel Hill , N .C., 
or ProllIethem in IlulTalo, N. Y.). regional 

publishers :lIld enlrepreneurialllll iversity 

presses ure now signing books thal 

ltandoml'lollsewouldhavesigueduf"cw 

deeadc.~ ago 

Q: How much money willI make from 

writing books! 

A: Forget uhnulmaki ng money. Almost 

all books In.~c money. lf yoll actually 

finish yOIll" mllllll .~c ript , if it is uny gOo<l, 

if yOl I find an agent, if a pll bl hhcr offers 

YOll a contract, if YOll deliver, if your 

book r cach e.~ market - only lhen start 

th inking about on inCllmestream. 

,\nd if yo II actllally come out nhcud 

fin:lnciuJly. congratlil ation~. YOII huvc 

ueeomplishe(1 sOlllethingthat so far has 

clude<lme . • 

Abollr rhe ullrhor: Steve Weillbergiloilleave 

from the fnwlty while (Qmpletillg two bouts ~ a 

uaffllllialhistoryo/theSchoolofJoMnn!ism 

nlldabiograpllyo/ldo Ttlfbell, w/iicllillwder 

(Ontract ton major New Yorklmb/ililer. 
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