
THE LADIES BEHIND THE LETTERS 

The role of sorority or fraternity director is truly the mother 
of all university jobs. These masterful multitaskers, known 
as house moms or house dads, serve as mentors for students 

and as caretakers of the grand and sometimes historic homes 
where they live. 

Usually equipped with business or finance experience, a Mizzou 
sorority house mom juggles complex functions - managing cater
ing services, completing reams of paperwork, arranging repairs, 
and establishing direct lines of communication with the Greek or
ganizations' national headquarters and local offices. 

A house mom also helps ensure that sisterhood and stability 
thrive in the communal living environment. She forms bonds with 
her dozens of young housemates, as well as nonresident sorority 
sisters. She offers advice and support. She handles emergencies. 
She performs a balancing act all day and often late into the night. 
Sort of like a real mom, multiplied by 100. 

The house moms of Mizzou Greek Life have developed their 
own sisterhood outside their houses, meeting for coffee and cama
raderie off campus every week. Student photographer Morgan Li
eberman captured portraits of six house moms. She learned how 
hard they work, why they love their jobs and what they do every 
day to help make Mizzou a home away from home. 

PHOTOS BY MORGAN LIEBERMAN 
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"Some people work 8-5. I work 24/7. and I don't mind it a bit," says 

Kathy Pickett, 62. On Wednesdays she babysits her grandson, 

who has won the hearts of Mizzou students at every house where 

Pickett has worked. They've dubbed him the Pi Phi Baby, the Phi 

Kapp Kid and, now, the Theta Prince. 



--+ ALPHA CHI OMEGA 

Suzie Davis, 79, worked as a house mom at the Uni

versity of Florida before returning to her home state 

and taking a job at Mizzou. The work is nothing new. 

" I've been a caretaker for years and years," she says. " I 

babysat when I was younger. I raised six children. I just 

continued that profession, but in a different direction ." 
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+- TRI DELTA 

Dacie Cowles, 72 , recently retired after 13 years as a Tri Delta 

house mom. "Sometimes people think house moms are really old 

and outdated and don't understand young people," Cowles says. 

"That is completely false. We have all been there. We have all 

raised kids. We know what is going on ." 



--+ Pl BETA PHI 

It's fitting that Karla 

Winchester, 54, lives in 

a historic landmark. She 

once owned Grace: A 

Place of Restoration, an 

architectural accents and 

antiquities shop on Broad

way. She joined the soror

ity house last June and 

learned all 73 occupants' 

names by Homecoming. 

"If you are going to be 

called mom," she says, 

"you need to know the 

girls' names." In the fall 

she moves to her alumni 

chapter, Chi Omega. 

Marit Vogelsong, 52, grew up in Columbia hearing her mother tell 

stories about her college experiences in Montana and her deep ad

miration for her own Tri Delta house director. Vogelsong has worked 

with Kappa Delta since 2013 . "The best part of being a house mom is 

working at trying to [gain] the confidence of the girls and appreciat

ing the friendships they are willing to share," she says. 

+- PHI MU 

Sheryl Davis, 43, spent 15 

years in social services 

- working with abuse, 

mental health and ad

diction issues - before 

joining Phi Mu four years 

ago. " I have a different 

perspective sometimes," 

she says. "There are 

things that seem like a big 

deal to other people, but 

aren't a big deal to me." 

SPRING 2017 43 


