
Seeing the forest for the trees 
Building on historic and new strengths in teaching and research, 
MU defines key areas of competitiveness. 
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THUlE'S IE EN A LOT OF I UZ.Z Jattl)' .1.bout 

biom;ass fue:ls plant m;lteri~.s such as 

wood chips, S'wltchgr.u.s ~nd corncobs ­
th»l could bo burned to g<oe,.lt tlt<tri<ity 

insl•.ld of u<ing pen ~>ow<> gas-producing 
<0>1 lfl»<>rN•• lutl>l.i< off.ll<ouldch.mgo 

\lis5ourf< Lancbc.opo • .and MU could bo•t lh< 

fcnfront of .a mw mc:rgy rn·olution. 
1'1ut's bK~u~ \11 ... ~ s~ CO\·ertd 

\\oith more than u million .lCJts of prn~ttly 

owned fore't~ Rl1tht now. (t.-w of t.ht .sm~er 

woodland tr.-ch .lt'e thinned to impfO\I'e 

tree •n.1.nd~. i.lnd the ~mall-dl.tmeter t:rets 
ha\'e little commerd.1l v.lluc.lffuel made 

from wood <hlp< or p<llol> found a vl•ble 
market, la.nduwfk:r' could hol\'C a more 

lucnthe option 
'Thr t«hnoiO$)· ho~.,n't come th.at fat 

yc-t but it (OUJd In thc futurc "Aath stntegic: 

lm'fttmc11h b) Mlltntosmt.airublcencrg)· 

reseuch. By lOU, the co1mpU) wUilnst~ ~ 

biomass boller In hs power pl~ntth~t will 

bum "'-cod chips Th• boiler will hdp mluce 
ptnl>ow<> gH emi«IOM. bolll could .tlso 

bocome •l•bor•IOf)' for •ust.m.ble energy 
rH<>tch ond trunlng fa< both groduot• ond 
undergradwte ~tudents 

o. .. , lh< p .... h .... y .. ts. c.ompw 
admini$tratON h...l\·t been WOrking with 

r.rulty. mff •nd studenl< 10 develop • pion 
thou would u~e Mluou'i competitive o1dvan· 

l.lg<sloglvell• bigger edge In ocwung•nd 
rese<lrch lnitliltlve5. The lnlti,ltive program. 

wllh •n annu•l budget of s6 million. will bo 
phased in o\'tr the next ~evert~ I yc01r~ 

'Mle te;;un hol~ ldentU'Itd Ave .uN.s ln 
which MU hu unlqu(' ~dvo\nt~gttt that 

sep.tntt il (rom oth('r unh·er"Mtlt~ 

• Su.st~in.lblt r.ncrgycould bt the .. mgJt 

most pomWfl1t .VC'~ (or ft<kr~ rt'St'.vch 

__ ,._ ___ IWM_aat 

-lloo 111o-..,1o .. I ; · caplaa 
...... _.. .. J . .. _to 

_.. ........... - .... _..,.W'I I a 
................. 1' JJ1tlc...-......... 
.-11 ' ua4, ... crMt ...... Wawlar.ra 

....... - ........ c-. _,__...,_ \ IJ-

funding OV('J the next dtc.lde. This i nl· 

mtive could boild on wch strengths., 

MU's rt'Se\I'Ch rt.lCtor the most powu· 

ful -~~··td .... ..rn «octO< 

in lh< Unlltd St•t"' - .and .....,.,rn pro­
gr.uns in nude.v ~·orr gentro1don .md 

biofu<l d<wlopn<nl 
· Food for the Futurewdlcilpitilllr.eon 

Mluou·s tr•dltlon.tlsor•ngthsln plon1 
md .1nimal sciences, and-' r~gc of 

emerging progr.tms such .u nutrition. 

dlronic di4Je...Se research olnd treo1tment, 

•glng and obosloy. 
· New Media will duw on the )·School 's 

century oftntemulon<tlle.ldershlp In 
media resurc.h o1nd trolinlng. o1longwith 

cilll\pus strengths in dlgjl•lo<ehnolo­
gl ... businh\. public pollcy.gr•phlc 
d<slgn •nd m•llv< wrillnR 

• One Hullh. One M«ilan< "'ill<xpond"" 



M u·s plone<n ng "''Ork In th«onveJX<'IK• 
ofhullWland ..um.J hulth, one! con­
nect It .. ith <><ptrtl5< hom m<dJcal ond 

..,erinary median< f;orulty one! lhe public 
he.llth progr>m. 

• Underot•ndingond M.n.gtng 

Olsrupch-e .uwiTr<tnsfonn.atio.W 

Technologies ..UI touch on virtuilly 
e-o.·ery pan oftM uni"t~rs•ty toe:xplort: 
uus In which existing technologies, 

and everything ~don them. a.re 

ch•nglng "'Pidly. 
"The pcr>pectlvelsthl$. It's very difficult 

for us to take on the bi,AAe~t. best·resourced 
universltle(l," ""')'li Provo~t BriOln f"ostcr. '"We 

Ju~t can't win on their wrf. Wholt we want to 

do is Rnd the il\~l~ th~t \\'t" h~~ thou differ· 

entlate u\ from thtm, I he il\\4.:1.-. that .Jiow 

ustodo thethtng .. thcyan'tdo.· Aspro­
\"O"'t~ FMter '' MU'\ chid .lC.MkmK officer. 

"The go.al illl along w.l), tO Rnd the ~sets 

that give us ol really ~tTong C'Ompttltlw 
position and ~ilion u\ uniquely in higher 

~uadon,then to t.t~t thost .u~t1.lnd 

build son'M! prognm thru~ts so we<~ do 
sornt things th.at rtillly I'IUUtr.lt\ 1m'Uung 

stntegic>Uy in our <tr<ngtlu," h< '")> 

"It is Hp«.Uily 1mpon.;ant to think 

this woy in thl< time of difficult fl'<.ol 
conditions.,• F()!.ttr $.1Y~- •th~ on~ thing 
we .surely don't w~nt to do a .. to just bt 

rutting opportunl,tlully to m•k• the budget 

balance We need~~~ to~ lnve .. lin~ \trattgl· 
cally. continuln~ to nmve forw,ud. AAd this 
I~ a way to do th.'lt• 

Foster emp~ .. l7.cor. tlut the~ lnltLlUve 

o1reas Me not mtenlk-d to~ nc:w ctntcl' or 

instituu.•s. "'" r•thn" nt'twork~ of col~bora· 
tors ·'fhc--,c oltl" .iill.uc~' t~Yt Me du.ngi~ 

'"th lhe <peed olltghl t:r.••lng. twd •true· 

turt Is prob.lbly not• good ldo•." he "'Y' 
PJ.umers hoptt~ ~ctavltlt·\ ..,._111 irKiude 

Large grants ... \iorr.lnd more ffflcr.al mOflC'y 

is going into big meg~prot«h 1100 million 

ond s:zoo milbon project• t!l.tOI'< run by 
coosoni>, including. for eumpk. w>l\...-.1· 

ties, big comulb"!t firms •nd n.tioml t.bcn­
torie:s, .. FostUQ)~ ""\\'.e'dlib·togrtow~ 

of those kind< of bil( projt<h • 

Another priority wall be to &ndu~ 

outside p.1rtners in tht prQ&J"ilm . •It's vtry 

important th.u it\ no1 ju\1 the- c.t.mpus 
then's tngoaged in thi'i; lt'!i gt)mg to br 

external collaborator'i .1\ wen: h(' uys •tt'" 

lmport~t that we cre<J~t~ ~trong progr~~ms 
th~t 5el"\'t the communuacs .md bustnHsc-1 

across tht \t<lltt of M1'\$0Url •l'hoH co&bo­

r.ltions wiU •lso bring tchol.an of lnlmu­

tiorW st:.twc to campus And ~n~ the 
Ulldle<tu.ol Vlt•lity oflhe ampuo. lll 


