MARK MCANDREW

S
Lp

KEVIN MCDONALD (




Mizzou
MAGAZINE

WINTER 2017

@& MICHAEL BYERS

WE KNOW TIGERS DO WELL. MEMBERS OF THE MIZZOU FAMILY WIN BIG AWARDS, LAND GREAT JOBS AND
RAKE IN MAJOR GRANTS. BUT WHAT ABOUT ALL THE GOOD THEY DO? MEET JUST A FEW OF THE THOU
SANDS OF TIGERS WHOSE EVERYDAY LIVES ENTAIL MAKING OTHER PEOPLE'S LIVES A LITTLE BETTER.
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ACCESSIBILITY ON CAMPUS
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pus. When a professor records a lecture and puts it
online, Branson and her team caption it for clients.
Each year the center serves about 1.000 stu-

dents who have disabilities of many kinds —

physical, mental, neurological — and helps them

procure the accommodations they need. The staff

also works to raise awareness about disabilities
and change mindsets. The center sponsors speak
ers, including actress Marlee Matlin and reality
television star Matt Roloff. In October, model and
deaf activist Nyle DiMarco spoke at Mizzou as part
of Mizzou’s sixth annual Celebrate Ability Week,
which highlights the contributions and skills of
people with disabilities.

UNDERSTANDING
DIFFERENCES

Malkin wants others to know that no two people
are alike. Each person with hearing loss handles

it in his or her own way, but all can be as well

“I JUST WANT TO EDUCATE PEOPLE THAT THOSE WITH
DISABILITIES CAN DO EVERYTHING [ANYONE ELSE] CAN
DO; THEY JUST MAY HAVE TO ADAPT DIFFERENTLY.”

equipped as anyone else to take on the world. “You
would never recognize that I am deaf unless I tell
vou so,” she says. “But that does not mean vou
should look at me any differently

She counsels respect and patience when deal

ing with all people. “You may not even know if
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someone has an ‘invisible disability’ like mine

she savs. And she offers a few suggestions for
\{)lnli-.lll'.’ with someone who has a }11'.‘”'1!1;’ 1088

WINTER 2017 Look at the person when you are talking to them
talk as clearly as ;Hm\.iri" and be patient if vou
need to repeat what you re saying

MAKING AN IMPACT

When Malkin stepped on campus her freshman
vear, she got involved right away. She serves as pres-
ident of the Human Development and Family Sci-
ence Student Association. She is a member of Kap-
pa Omicron Nu. the honors society for her college,
and of the Pi Beta Phi sorority. She spent a summer
on campus as a Summer Welcome leader, works at
the Disability Center as an exam proctor, and serves
others on Mizzou Alternative Break trips.

“I love being involved in various organizations
to make a difference.” she says. “I'm not too sure
what impact I'll leave on Mizzou. I just want to
educate people that those with disabilities can do
everything [anyone else] can do; they just might
have to adapt differently. I want to inspire people to
never give up. I know college can get tough, but you
have to keep positive and keep moving forward.”

The organization Malkin most proudly serves
is MizzouThon, Mizzou’s Dance Marathon phi-
lanthropy. which she has helped lead for the past
three years. She is inspired by how the organi-
zation helps children with serious illnesses and
their families, and that feeling keeps her coming
back. During fall 2015, she made her own impact
on one of the Miracle Kids — children who re-
ceive care and treatment from MU Women'’s and
Children’s Hospital — MizzouThon serves. De-
clan Johnson uses a wheelchair and loves wheel-
chair basketball. Malkin wasted no time using
her connections at the center to introduce her
new young friend to Mizzou’s popular wheelchair
basketball team and get him in to watch a game.
That experience taught Malkin how important it
is for those who experience life differently to feel
they are represented.

“Declan got to see college students accept who
they are and play a sport that he loves so much.”
she says. “The team became role models for him.
He was so excited. He said it was like Christmas
for him and his family. I will never forget that.”

Malkin plans to graduate in spring 2017 and
become a certified child life specialist, educating
families about their children’s conditions. She be
lieves using developmentally appropriate terms
is one way to do this. It helps to educate both the
child and family about the diagnosis and condi
tion while also providing emotional and proce
dural support. She also wants to help families
manage pain and reduce stress and anxiety while
learning coping skills.

Being a role model is what I aspire to as a child life
specialist.” Malkin says. “I understand what it’s like to
be challenged with my deafness. I want to help chil
dren in hospitals understand and have hope that they
can get better and accept who they are like I do.” M



