


WE HNOW TIGERS 00 WELL MEMBERS OF THE MIZZOU FAMILY WIN BIG AWAROS, LANO GREAT JOBS ANO 

RAHE IN MAJOR GRANTS. BUT WHAT ABOUT ALL THE GOOD THEY OO? MEET JUST A FEW OF THE THOU­

SANOS OF TIGERS WHOSE EVERYOAY LIVES ENTAIL MAHING OTHER PEOPLE'S LIVES A LITTLE BETTER. 



III hC'n Iizzou ,cnior Kendall lalkin 
took lwr fir"t child d 'yclopm 'nt 
cia in high chool" he couldn't 

lct it !!o. In Iwl' work with preschool children, he 
\oH'd 01> ('1'\ in tlwh' ocial , emotional. phy ical 
and co fnith" kill" and \\ utching them dc\'c)op 
during til(' CIll' tel', But h' wa 'n't urc how to 
t urn that pa "ion into a CUI' '('I', '-'0 , \\ Iwn it came 
tinw to look at collcges , h ought a , hoo) \dth a 
gJ'('at child d('\ l'lo)lnll'lIt pro 111 Ill . 

But lalkin ha Iwal'ing 10 . 0 

of their re, ource . The Di ability Center i in Me­
morial Union, which i almo t central to campus, 
making it easy to get to. ,. 

ACCESSIBILITY ON CAMPUS 
Angela Br-.:mson. the center' deaf enice coordi­
nator, works with t\\'o An1erican ign Language 
intel'prctCl to ~ i t about 30 Mizzou tudents who 
huy \ arying d gI~e of hearing 10 . Her favorite 
part of th job i working \\ith tudents. "They ay 
colleg is the be t tim of your life," he says. "I love 
that I g t the chance to pro\ide acce for tudents 0 

th y can fully participate in the college experience." 
Braru on and h 'I' teum ~o with client to cla -

room., d\'i, ing appointment and other academ­
ic me ,ting and interpret the poken word using 

i,l!n lan~age . The"" at 0 pro\'ide interpreting 
n icc at uniw[' ity ho pital and clinic and 

arl ngc captioning for tudent who prefer thaI 
mode of acce, , . The cent 'I' offer Ii\' captioning 
on I'C n at lectUl" and pecial e\'enl on cam-





pu . Wh n a profe or record a lecture and put it 
onlin . Bran on and her team caption it for client . 

Each year the center erve about 1.000 tu­
dent who have di abilitie of many kind -
phyical. mental. neurological - and help them 
procure the accommodation they need. The taff 
also works to rai e awarene about di abilitie 
and change mind et . The center ponsor peak­
eI' . including actres farlee fatlin and reality 
t '1 'vision 'tar fatt Roloff. In October, model and 
deaf acth'i t y Ie DiMarco poke at Mizzou as part 
of fizz()lI ' sL·th annual 1 brate Ability Week. 
which highli~ht th contributions and kill of 
peopl ' with disabilitie . 

UNDERSTANDING 
DIFFERENCES 
1alkin want othpr to know that no m "o p ople 

al' , alikp. Eaeh per on with h 'aring los handle 
it in hi ()[. IWI" own \\ ay, but all can b a well -

MAKING AN IMPACT 
When falkin stepped on campus her freshman 
year. he got involved right away. She serves as pres­
ident of the Human Development and Family Sci­
ence tudent Association. he is a member of Kap­
pa Omicron u. the honors society for her college, 
and of the Pi Beta Phi orority. She spent a summer 
on CaDlpUS as a ummel' Welcome leader, works at 
the Disability Center as an exam proctor. and serves 
others on Mizzou Alternative Break trips. 

"1 love being involved in various organizations 
to make a difference '" she says. ''I'm not too sure 
what impact I'll leave on Mizzou. 1 just want to 
educate people that those with disabilities can do 
m-erything [anyone else] can do: they just might 
have to adapt differently. 1 want to inspire people to 
never gh-e up. 1 know college can get tough. but you 
have to keep po itive and keep moving forward." 

The organization Malkin mo t proudly serves 
i MizzouThon. 1izzou's Dance Marathon phi­
lanthropy. which he has helped lead for the past 
three years. he i in pired by how the organi­
zation help children with eriou illnesses and 
their familie . and that feeling keep her coming 
back. During fall 2015. he made her own impact 
on one of the firacle Kid - children who re­
ceive care and treatment from MU Women's and 
Children' Ho pital - 1izzouThon erves. De­
clan John on u e a wheelchair and loves wheel­
chair ba ketball. falkin wa ted no time u ing 
her connection at the center to introduce her 
ne\\' young friend to 1izzou' popular wheelchair 
ba. ketball team and get him in to watch a game. 
That experience taught falkin how important it 
i for tho e who experience life differently to feel 
thcy are repre ented. 

"Declan got to ee college tudent accept who 
they are and playa port that he love so much." 
she . ay . "Thc tcam bccame role modcl for him. 
He \\'a 0 cxcited. He aid it \\'a like Chri tma 
for him and hi family. I will nevcr forget that.·· 

~lalkin plan to graduatc in pring 2017 and 
b comc a certified child life peciali t. educating 
familie about their children' condition. he bc­
lie\'e u. ing deyelopmcntally appropriatc term 
i onc way to do thi . It help to educate both the 
child and family about thc diagno i and condi­
tion whilc a1. 0 providing cmotional and proce­
dural up port. hc al 0 want to hclp familic 
mall. ((C pain and reducc trcs and anxicty while 
Ie. ruing copinl! skill . 

~Bci..!lg a rol model ' what l' pi..! to ~ a child life 
~ iali t,". la1kill say . "1 undcl'st.;.md what it' like to 

be hall ng:>d with my d '11'n' . 1 w<.mt to h lp chil­
dren in he pitals lmdcI t.;.md ,md hm-c hopc that thCY 
em1 g t hetter Imd <lec('pt who they (u'C lik I do.' M 


