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MlrYl·I..,ldwuUI S, when tllt~ 

~·b~~uuri PhuUl 

\Vorkshnp readlc.llh'll mile­
stonet h ispa~ 1 O("lolwr. il did nol 

arrivcshllfflinp;ginf;.' rlywi lh 
\ i ~itlll blllrn'cl hy age. II plu llf!;('{1 

ili to lhcSOlha nnuul"w"rkshopw('ck"nl 

flank speed, s hlHllin~n t}{lcdilill~culor 

111m for tl lC I1 rsl I inte and ex hibiling t lw 

wcek's resuh~ widl an exlii hil of 182 

hip;h-qllali l y, compul.c r-gclleratpd culor 

prints of ho~t tuwn Boonvill e. 1 .. 10. II WIIS 

an imp ressive pc rformalwc fur Ill is ~e l1i "r 

,'ilizell of jouT1lu lism cducllt iUl111ml suli(1 

proof tlml greut i dea .~ , properly nour­
is hed, eu n impT()\'e w ith age. 

lIa('k il l 1949 I hen' wcre rellsons to 

(llieSlioll Ihe ilk'a. How euuld a prnfes_ 

~ ional - l c\'Clp I I011'work slwIIMlI'l'ced 

I ,500 Inilc~ from NewYllrk , Il le puhlish­

ing hub of the un iwr.,e? Theeoumry wu,~ 

SI ill recovcring from \\lorld \Var II. Air 

lravd wus in its illfuncy, ami dlcrc was nu 

interstnte high wuy system. \Vnuld (Iunli ty 
profe.'>Siunul stu frand slmlellts le(WClheir 

jobs for u week und travel I .. Missuuri nt 

Ihe in\' illlt ioll of n slighl , plnin spcuk ing, 
fo lks)" louk-you_in_the_cye, but virtuu lly 

un known j()U rtlu. listllsc huul instruNur 

nu.med C liff Edom? 

Ycs. they wuuld nmlthey did . At a t ime 

w hen most ncws plwt ugr:1phy was uf the 

pose.l " 1t al1{l.~ h nkc" ., lylesh,,1 w ith +h),-5 

Specd Graphil's arl1led wi lh ~ potligl ll _s i ze 

llu shgulls, the re wns t his Missouri fdlow 

preudl ing a nu-po~e, honest, cn ll(l id , cre­

alive ami thoug h tful approach . "Tnuh 

\I' illl a c:llllera." he ('a iled it. Edom's 

\\'ol"k.~hop auruclcd lOp pcople perhap~ 

'6 

hn'uu~.· Ill' ~hurnl ,h"ir z.'a li ll impw \l' 

tllC pmfc.'~ ill n . \\ '''nl ~prl':Hlllm' ,hc IlI..' st 
1,lI ul illlllll'r!<inll , l'ra~h I'"ur~c in 

('( hieal, ~Ia l (' , u l~ tll e an pllllllljullr_ 

llnlis llI ill IIII' 11'"rld waS011l ill 

t ... l i!<s, nl ri. N.'VCf:l pllUlujollrtwl isl 
him~clf. ill 11)43 [d"m ha(1 ('lillie 

10 MU fmllll('a,'hin~ al Ih.· li tlle /\urura. 

Mil., Sdwul uf Plw' n- En~rn\'i ll)!; I,) he 

hmh lin insl rul'lUr ill pllUtugraphy and un 

undcrgnHllUilc stullelll , not earni ng his IIJ 

Ilnl il 1946. Alwnys the stude nt . C liff 
(111 111itl cd Ina se lfhh l1Iutiv(' in starti ng 

I he work~hup . " I \1'll iIIN! t tl learn fro m 

Ihe greals in photojournalism, bll t most of 

tlll'nl WCT(' in Ihe Ea~l. So l {Icc ided to 

hringl hem hercltl Illc ." 

Tllc firs t "here" wusColurnbia , Mu .• 

in 1949. The forum!: For I1vcllayssllmc 

30 slmlcnl s would SIHlOI a tiff rnagazille­

style piel ure StOfY 011 thc town that 11" "lld 

be ediled and criticlue(1 daily hy lOp pro­

fess ional pholographcrs ami eel ilnrs. Thc 

nalura l leuderof d HlI fir.~ t fivc- man fal'­

uilY WIIS Hoy Slryk('f, tllC famed direl"lur 
of the Fafm Secufil Y A(lrni n i.~1 rUI ion 's 

(FSA) landmark pllll tngruphil' l'uverage uf 
the (IllS! how l of the ·30.~. 

lloth Roy und Clirf were deliicated to 
"showing truth with :1 ClllllCTlL " philo_ 

sophers hnve forever sought tu find , defin e 

aml re(lefi ne l ruth .\Vh ether Cliff ancl his 

workshops fuund elusivc trll t h in smll ll­

town Missouri cnn be argued. but no one 

ca n doubt tlml tl ley fuund and prese rved 

man)' trulhs. Like un intelleetll ll l snow­

ball, the workshop rulled ac ross Missouri 

over thc d ecncles. ga in ing in replllatiotl, 

S ()phi.~ ticati"l1 and imporlullce 

The "studellts liS phorojournalisu" 
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and "swffas"ditors" (;)rmat eyolv"d and 

illlprm·"d. HUI t he uni(lue core of Ill{' 
workshop ('xp(' ri ('nce remains t he mere! , 

I('ss. Jlo, holds-ba rred. even ing critique s('s_ 

siom Ihnt oft en run into lhe wee hours. 

T hey lend 10 pniuful . tearful . j oy ful . mad, 

dening. enlightening. inspirational. sleep­

less. introspe(' t iYe. rewarding. mel110ruble 
and emolional invok('ment. NOl all SI U, 

<Ii' li ls enn deal w ith it. Over til{' yNlrs sev· 

eral have left <Iu iedy after a few da),s. 

I must pause 10 explain what all fac _ 

ull), and slml('IIU soon learned. Cliff was 

always half of a team. As one w it nOled. 

"C liff would Inke on uny project that his 
wir... Vi, could handle." In fu irlleM, they 

we re a tcum in evcry wa)" each with tal· 

Cnl 1> that supplc mC'lltcd the other, and 

bot h woul <1 admit thlllneithereouid have 
Ml(' .'('ed('(l alone. Cliff is gone but the 

sprigluIy Vi 1> 1(lnds as the only pe rson LO 
ha\[' :.IlIelllled:.lll 50 workshops. 

Like l':.Isling direelOrs, fo r 38 years 

Cliff and Vi Ed ol11 smtnille(1 the work · 
shop's crcaliyC' 1('IISioll II)' their thought_ 

ful direction and 1>i'icct ion of tiU' hosl 
towns and facu lt), amI ~1U(lents. Phow­

journa lism ProfeSl>or Hi ll Kuykcmlall . 
E<lom'~ MW,'('1>l>or. amI his wurkshop co­

director. Duane Dailey. ha\C SIl~IUill"cI Ihe 

tC'l11>i.)Jl and Ih" formut w llil(' impro\illg 

th" logist ics in the 12 workshops s ince. 

A complete roster of workshop SUI­

df'lIts and s tuff is a w illi 'S w h" or phow­

journalists in the 20th eellt IIr)'. T h rough 

their e fforts the workshop ha~ enjoyed a 
powerfu l ('ffecl on newspupcr.~ and maga_ 

z ines. Ar1<1 man)' of li S ca n thank the 

workshop lor our jobs uml nur S ll cces.~. 

Uut perhaps th" mon impOTlalil und 
langible producl of the worksllOps is an 

unplanned honus. Except for a few 

repelllS, cnch wurkshop has focuse(l 011 a 
(Iiffercnt s l11 l1ll tuwn in Missour i leav_ 

ing in its wake a uni(lue, priceless hal f_ 

cel1U1ry photogruphic record of n chang_ 

ing rni<ldleA mcrica: ofilS small towns 

and the family farms they serve: of the 

people and their loves, dlci r hatre<ls, and 
t heir uniquc, of len bucolic htU rock -solid 

values. T he small LOwns or the mid-20th 

eC' llrury-inspirations for Sinclair I..t,\\", is 

al1(l Thornton \Vilde,...........are mostly histor_ 

ieal arti fucu llow, swept away hy inter­

stille highways, \Val-Mart_like super 

ston~s, corporlllC farms, and t he III lLSsive 

HlovemCnt of peoplc to thc urban cente rs. 
Thanks to tile workshops these 

changes arc documented in 11 11 evolving 

archive thut ri vD ls in importancc 

Stryker 'S <lus t bowl collectiun- itself lin 

inspiration fo r Cliff E(lolII 's workshop . • 
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AnOf'·r ·nm iIII'fUQlf: IJ il/ 9arn'll. rUiml 

e(l il llr II/Nal iQnal Geographic ~IDgllzil1 e. u .. u 
a1·Sdwo/ Mfu<lIlri I-ImlOrJl1ellcdi&/ In 

198 ~1I11111"(lSnrulledMlIgllzint 

Ph/JIQgrufJlitr lif/hl )hlr in thc 1969 
Picluru of lhe Ywr comfJflitiolifor his 
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