
RESEARCH BULLETIN 814 DECEMBER, 1962 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

ELMER R. KIEHL, Director 

Contribution of Part-Time 
Residents to the Local Economy 

of a County in the Missouri 
Ozarks, 1 960 

RONALD BIRD AND ROBERT DOUGLAS FENLEY 

Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station and Resource Development 
Economics Division, Economic Research Service, Depart-

ment of Agriculture, Cooperating 

COLUMBIA, MISSOURI 



CONTENTS 

Summary and Conclusions . . . . . . ... . ... . .. ... . . ... . .... . .... . ........... 3 
Introduction ...... . .... .... .......... . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . . ... ....... . ... 5 
Characteristics of Part-Time Residents ..... . ...... .... ... . . . .... ..... . . . . 6 

Age of Head of Household . ... .......... . . . .... . . ..... . ..... . ...... 6 
Education of Head of Household ................. ... .. . .. .. . ........ 8 
Occupation of the Head of Household ..... . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. .... . . 9 
Family Income of Part-Time Residents . .......... . ........... . . . .... 9 
Location of Permanent Residence ..... . ... ... .. ....... ... ..... ..... 10 
Number of Children ................ .. ....... . . .. . . ... .. ........ . 11 

Characteristics of Summer Residences .. .. ...... . .. . . . . .. . . . ...... . ..... . 12 
Number of Rooms .............. . ..... .. ... . . . . ....... ... . . . . ... 12 
Heating Material ............. . . . . ........ . .. ......... ... .. .. . ... 12 
Other Characteristics ... ... ..... . .... . . ... . ... . .. .. .... .. . . . ...... 13 
Distance From Hard Surfaced Road . ... ...... . ............. .. . . ... 13 
Sale Value ..... . . . .... . ....... .. ....... .. .. ... ..... .. ........... 14 

Contribution of Part-Time Residents to Local Trade . .. ... .. . .... ... ...... 15 
Time Spent in the Area ... .. . . .................. . ................ 15 
Expenditures of Part-Time Residents ... .. . . .. .... . .. . . . . . . . . . . ..... 16 

Value of Service Industries .............. . .. .. . ... .. . .. . ... . . . ... . . ..... 17 
Type of Services Desired .. ................... . ... .. ... . ..... . .. ....... 19 
Future Trends in the Number of Part-Time Residents . . .......... . ....... 19 

Rate of Growth .. ... . .. ........ .. .......... .. .. .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . ... 20 
Appendix-Recreational Attractions in Taney County ... ... ..... . .. . .... .. 22 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The authors gratefully acknowledge the advice and constructive criticism of Pro

fessor Frank Miller, University of Missouri, and Buis T. Inman, Resource Develop
ment Economics Division, Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agricul
ture. Also, the authors express their appreciation to Mr. Don Simmons and Mr. Don 
Thacker for their assistance in analyzing county records and in conducting the survey 
of summer residents. 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Taney County, Mo., has many resources that make it ideal as a recreational 
area. Among these resources are three lakes with many miles of shoreline, open 
spaces, man-developed areas , rough topography, forest, and many other attrac
tions. Development of the recreational resources during the past decade has led 
to a rapid increase in the number of tourists visiting the area and the number of 
people who own homes and spend a part of each year in the county. This study 
deals primarily with the contributions of the part-time residents, or as they are 
called locally, "summer residents," to the economic growth of the area. 

Part-time residents have become an important part of the population. In 
1960, they owned about 16 percent of the residential properry and at the peak of 
vacation period were equal to 10 percent of the year-round population. 

The characteristics of part-time residents are such that their addition to the 
local communities should have a stimulating effect upon the local economy. The 
head of a summer resident family is more likely to be over 35 years of age and 
less likely to be of retirement age, and to have more formal education, hold a 
more responsible job, have a larger family, and have a considerably larger in
come than the head of a permanent household in the county. 

About 78 percent of the owners of part-time residences were between 35 
and 64 years of age and less than 4 percent were under 35 years of age. All of 
the owners had some high school training and almost one-third had attended 
college. About 43 percent of the owners were professional workers or managers; 
about 31 percent were semiskilled laborers. The average income of the part-time 
resident was about $9,040 a year. 

The average number of persons per household was four people. Eighty per
cent of them had no children under 15 years of age. Almost 60 percent reported 
Springfield as their permanent residence and less than 6 percent claimed a per
manent residence in a state that was not adjacent to Missouri. More than 80 per
cent of the part-time residents stated that they owned their permanent residence. 

The summer homes that have been built in Taney County have more mod
ern conveniences and will sell for about the same money as those of the perma
nent residents. They vary in size from 210 to 3,000 square feet of floor space. 
Sale values in 1960 ranged from a low of $500 to a high of $75,000, with an 
average of $7,526. The homes fall into two distinct classes that can properly be 
described as modest or elaborate with little in between. 

These summer homes were connected with electricity and 28 percent were 
air-conditioned. All were heated ; gas was the major type of fuel. Use of septic 
tanks was the principal method of sewage disposal. A few of the homes were 
built prior to 1940, but about 80 percent have been built since 1950. Almost 60 
percent of these homes are more than 2 miles from a hard surfaced road. 

The average time spent in these summer homes was 106 days. Almost 70 
percent of this time represented weekend visits which occurred in all months of 
the year with the highest monthly percentage occurring in September. 

In 1960, the average expenditure of a part-time resident for consumable 
items was $1,188, or a total of $339,768 by the entire colony. 

In addition to the money spent for food and other items while living in the 



area, part-time residents invested a substantial sum in building or improving 
their homes. For the 286 homes currently in the county, this sum was about 
$2,152,400. Wage payments needed to construct these homes amounted to about 
$1,300,000. 

A majority of the summer homes were built during the 1955-60 period. 
During this period, building of these homes represented a yearly expenditure of 
about $250,000. It is concluded, therefore, that in 1960 the part-time residents 
spent about $590,000 ($340,000 for consumable items and $250,000 for new con
struction). 

Part-time residents have also made indirect contributions to the. support of 
the local economy. In addition to the $2,152,400 worth of residential real estate 
built, it is estimated that $3,659,080 worth of business properties were construct
ed to cater to their needs. 

In 1960, the part-time residents paid about $10,876 in local property taxes 
while the businesses required to service their needs paid another $18,756. About 
two-thirds of these taxes were used to finance local schools. The part-time resi
dents had no children in the local schools. 

If the present rate of development continues there will be 1,934 summer 
homes by 1975. Furthermore, sufficient sites are available to eventually accom
modate 5,500 summer residences. If this development is encouraged, the business 
of providing the part-time residents with services can become one of the most 
important activities in the area. By 1975, these part-time residents may be spend
ing annually in Taney County $2,297,000 for living expenses, $73,548 in taxes, 
and more than $5,000,000 for the construction of new homes. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Need for Study 

In 1956, Taney County was designated by the Secretary of Agriculture as a 
pilot county in the Rural Development Program because of the low incomes of 
the farm population. The county is located in the south central part of the Mis
souri Ozarks region. In 1959, the median income of all families in this county 
was $2,892 compared with $1,280 in 1949. 

Previous studies in areas adjacent to Taney County have shown that the in
comes of only a relatively few persons can be increased through adjustments in 
the use of farm resources. Little is known about the opportunities for increasing 
incomes through development of nonfarm resources. 

A wide range of conditions make Taney County attractive as a recreational 
area. Within its boundaries are all or parts of three lakes-Bull Shoals, Table 
Rock, and Taneycomo. The area is also laced with many streams and rivers. The 
232,277 acres of forest and woodland provide excellent cover for wildlife. Also, 
there are many good fishing places, including the famous "Pothole" near Forsyth 
which is known for its large catches of fish. 

The area is rich in man-developed recreational attractions (Appendix Table 
1) . Among these are golf courses and tennis courts as well as facilities for en
tertainment of spectators (Appendix Table 2). 

Most sections of Taney County are readily accessible. Springfield, which is 
well linked with all interstate and state travel facilities, is only 30 miles away. 
Several airlines provide service from Kansas City and St. Louis to Springfield. 
An extensive network of railroads and buslines provides additional transporta
tion links. Federal highways 160 and 65 permit rapid transit to Springfield. These 
highways follow along the tops of the ridges giving the traveler a scenic view 
of the countryside. 

*Ronald Bird, Agricultural Economist, Resource Development Economics Division, Economic Research Serv
ice, U. S. Department of Agriculture; Robert Douglas Fenley, Graduate Assistant, Department of Agricultural 
Economics, University of Missouri. 
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Many persons have established their summer residences in the area. Little 
is known about the effect these residents have had on the local economy, or 
what effect an increase in their numbers would have in the future. 

Purpose of Study 

The objective of this study was to determine the impact of part-time resi
dents on the economy of Taney County in 1960, and to estimate their relative 
importance to the community in the future. 

Method of Study 

To obtain information for the study the assessment rolls were examined 
with the assistance of a local official who knew the location and value of prop
erty owned by part-time residents. By this procedure, 286 owners of summer 
homes in 1960 were identified. The properties were scattered throughout the 
county, but generally were grouped in subdivisions on or near lake shores. By 
far the largest development was located in Forsyth and on or near Lake Taney
como. In addition to the 286 properties on which homes were built, there were 
1,655 vacant lots owned by nonresidents. The location of these summer homes 
and vacant lots in the various subdivisions that have been developed in the 
county are shown in Figure 1. 

The properties in each subdivision were divided into four groups according 
to their assessed value and a 20 percent sample was selected from each group. 
The owners, who were also the users of these homes, were interviewed to de
termine family composition, educational background of family members, their 
occupations, the time spent in the county, family expenditures, place of perma
nent residence, and other data pertinent to the characteristics of the household 
members and the properties they owned. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 

The impact that the flow of part-time residents into an area has on the local 
economy depends upon the characteristics of the part-time residents. Such char
acteristics as age, educational level, occupational status and incomes of individ
uals entering an area affect the type of facilities which will be constructed. Swim
ming pools may be needed if there are a large number of children in the mi
grant families, whereas golf courses or tennis courts may be requested if the 
migrant families are of an older age. Although it is impossible to determine ex
actly what new facilities may be in demand, some indication can be derived 
through a comparison of the attributes of the part-time residents with those of 
the permanent residents. 

Age of Head of Household 

Data on the ages of heads of households among permanent residents were 
not obtained in this survey. However, census data for the same year indicate the 
number and ages of males living in the county. Since more than 90 percent of 



• DEVELOPED LOTS 

TOTAL NUMBER Of LOTS (DEVELOPED ANO UNDEVELOPED) 

Figure 1. Location and number of developed and undeveloped lots owned by non

residents in Taney County, Missouri. 
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males over 25 years of age were married and an even larger percent ofthose over 
35 years of age, a comparison with census data was considered practical. 

About 78 percent of the heads of summer resident families were between 
35 and 64 years of age, whereas about 60 percent of all males over 25 years of 
age who were permanent residents were in this age group (Table 1 ) . Fewer of 
the heads of summer resident families were under 35 years of age than of the 
male permanent residents (3 .7 as compared with 15.3). Also, a smaller percentage 
of the heads of summer resident families were over 65 years of age than of the 
male permanent residents. 

TABLE 1-AGES OF HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 
AND OF MALES OVER 25 WHO WERE PERMANENT RESIDENTS 

OF TANEY COUNTY 1960 

Permanent 
Age in Part-Time Residents 
Years Residents (Head) (Males over 25)* 

Percent Percent 

25 to 34 3.7 15.3 
35 to 49 33.3 28.7 
50 to 64 44.5 31.6 
65 and Over 18.5 24.4 

Total 100.0 100.0 

·*census of Population, 1960. Data are not entirely comparable with that shown for 
summer residents because· only about 90 percent of the male permanent residents 
were married. 

Education of Head of Household 

All heads of households of part-time residents had some high school train
ing and about one-third had college training (Table 2). Almost two-thirds of 

TABLE 2-FORMAL EDUCATION OF HEADS OF PART-TIME RESIDENT 
FAMILIES AND OF MALES OVER 25 WHO WERE PERMANENT 

RESIDENTS OF TANEY COUNTY1 1960 

Number of Permanent 
Years of School Part-Time Residents 

Com2leted Residents {!!ead) (Males over 25)* 

Percent Percent 

Oto 8 64.2 
9 to 12 68.5 25.4 
13 and Over 31.5 10.4 

Total 100.0 100.0 

*Census of Population, 1960. Data are not entirely comparable with that shown for 
summer residents because only about 90 percent of the male permanent residents 
were married. 
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the local resident males over 25 had less than a high school education; only 10 

percent had some college training. The broader training of the part-time resi
dents can have a beneficial impact on the community, particularly if they take an 
active part in community activities. 

Occupation of the Head of Household 

About 43 percent of the heads of households of part-time residents were 
professional workers or managers, and about 26 percent were skilled laborers 
(Table 3). About 31 percent were classified as semiskilled workers. 

TABLE 3-OCCUPATION OF HEADS OF HOUSEHOLD OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 
AND OF EMPLOYED MALES WHO WERE PERMANENT RESIDENTS 

OF TANEY COUNTY 1960 

Occupation 

Farmers and Farm Managers 
Farm Laborers and Farm 

Foremanb 
Professional & Managersc 
Skilled Workersd 
Semi-skilled and Unskilled 

Workerse 

Total 

Part-Time 
Residents (Head) 

Percent 

42.7 
25.9 

31.4 

100. 0 

Permanent 
Residents 

(Males Who 
Were Employed)a 

Percent 

15.3 

3.6 
24.3 
19. 6 

37.2 

100.0 

aCensus of Population, 1960, PC (1) 27C-Mo., p. 290. 
blncludes family workers who were males and 14 years or over. 
clncludes. professional, technical, and kindred workers and managers, officials, 

and proprietors except farmers. 
dlncludes craftsmen,• foreman, and kindred workers. 
elncludes clerical, sales, and other workers. 

According to census data, almost 19 percent of the employed males who 
were permanent residents were engaged in farming and about 24 percent were 
professional workers or managers. Twenty percent of the male workers were 
classified as skilled laborers, and about 37 percent were semiskilled and unskilled. 

The relatively large percentage of owners of summer homes who were lower 
income, semiskilled laborers indicates that they have found such ownership 
feasible. 

Family Income of Part-Time Residents 

The average income of the part-time resident family was $9,040, considerably 
higher than that of permanent residents. 

In 1960, only 7.4 percent of the families of part-time residents had incomes 
of less than $2,500 (Table 4) . Usually the head of these households was retired 
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TABLE 4-INCOME OF FAMILIES OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 
IN TANEY COUNTY 1960 

Income · Part-Time Residents 

Number Percent 

Less than $2, 500 
$2, 500 to $4, 999 
$5,000 to $7,499 
$7,500 to $9,999 
$10, 000 and Over 

Total 

*Average income was $9,040. 

4 
15 

9 
10 
16 

54* 

7.4 
27.8 
16.7 
18. 5 
29. 6 

100.0 

and his retirement pay was only a fraction of his previous salary. Almost 30 per
cent of the families of part-time residents had incomes greater than $10,000 a 
year. 

Since the average income of the part-time resident was more than twice that 
of the permanent resident, the part-time residents have been a valuable addition 
to the local economy. 

Location of Permanent Residence 

More of Taney County's part-time residents maintained a permanent home 
in Springfield, Mo., than elsewhere (Table 5). Less than 6 percent of the owners 
of summer homes reported Kansas City as their permanent address; none were 
from St. Louis. Less than 6 percent resided in a state that was not adjacent to 
Missouri. 

TABLE 5-LOCATION OF PERMANENT RESIDENCE OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 
OF TANEY COUNTY 1960 

Location of Permanent Residence Part-Time Residents 

Number Percent 

Springfield, Missouri 32 59.5 
Kansas City, Missouri 3 5.6 
Other Counties in Missouri 9 16.8 
Kansas 2 3.5 
Iowa 3 5,6 
Illinois 1 1.7 
Oklahoma 1 1.7 
States not bordering Missouri 3 5.6 

Total 54 100.0 

The relatively large number of part-time residents who were from places 
nearby indicated that the size of the part-time resident group was closely related 
to the nearness of a large city. Since most summer homes are located within 
less than an hour's drive from Springfield, it seems that these people desired a 
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different setting than they had at home. More than 82 percent of them owned 
homes at their permanent location. 

Number of Children 

The migration of families with children to an area results in the construc
tion of different public facilities than would result if the families had no chil
dren. This factor may not be as important from the standpoint of summer 
dwellers as for permanent residents. However, in this instance the average num
ber of persons per household (3.74) was considerably larger than the average per 
household of permanent residents (2.96). 1 

More than three-fourths (77.8 percent) of the part-time residents had fami
lies with two or less children and almost one-seventh (14.8 percent) had no 
children (Table 6) . 

TABLE 6-NUMBER OF CHILDREN PER FAMILY AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
UNDER 14 YEARS OF AGE PER FAMILY OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 

IN TANEY COUNTY 1960 

Item Part-Time Residents 

Children 
· Per 
Family Number Percent 

0 8 14.8 
1 17 31.5 
2 17 31. 5 
3 7 13.0 
4 3 5.6 
5 2 3.6 

Total 54 100.0 

Children Under 
14 Years of Age Number Percent 

None 43 79.7 
1 6 10.8 
2 2 3.9 
3 2 3.9 
4 and Over 1 1.7 

Total 54 100.0 

A common idea held is that a primary purpose of owning a summer resi
dence is because parents want their small children to enjoy a different recrea
tional environment than is present in their home communities. In this area it 
appears that this factor has little influence, since almost 80 percent of the fami
lies who owned summer homes had no children under 14 years of age. It is con
cluded, therefore, that in Taney County the recreational facilities of the area ap-

'Census of Population, 1960. PC (1) - 27B, p. 42. 
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pealed largely to the adults and teenagers. Hence, to attract more people, it ap
pears that those recreational resources that appeal to these age groups should be 
more fully exploited. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF SUMMER RESIDENCES 

A common opinion is that a summer residence is less spacious and elaborate 
than the homes of permanent residents of the area. Hence, there is the possibility 
that an inflow of persons into an area with the intent of building summer homes 
would create a situation which would depress the values of permanent homes. 
This situation especially would be true if the summer homes were smaller than 
the permanent homes. To see if this situation prevailed in Taney County, data 
on the various characteristics of summer homes were obtained. This informa
tion was compared with census data on characteristics of all dwelling units in 

the county in 1960. 

Number of Rooms 

A comparison of census data for all homes with information obtained by 
interviewing part-time residents showed that the homes of the two groups were 
slightly different in the number of rooms (Table 7). There were fewer of the 
extremely small (less than three rooms) and of the large (six rooms and over) 
summer homes than of the permanent homes. Because newer houses are more 
compact, and more than four-fifths of the summer homes were built after 1950, 
differences in size of home built by the part-time residents and the permanent 
dwellers was not considered significant. 

TABLE 7-PERCENTAGES OF SUMMER HOMES AND OF ALL DWELLING UNITS 
WITH VARIOUS NUMBERS OF ROOMS IN TANEY COUNTY, 1960 

Number 
of Summer Homes All Housing 

Rooms in 1960* Units 1960** 

Percent Percent 

Less than 3 5,6 13,2 
3 44,4 16,6 
4 22,2 27,7 
5 18,5 23,7 
6 and Over 9,3 18,8 

Total 100,0 100,0 

*Data obtained from interviewing 54 owners, 
**Data obtained from Census of Housing for Missouri, 1960, HC (1) 27, p. 85, 

Heating Material 

All of the summer homes had some type of heating accommodations. This 
fact indicates that most of them were built with the intent of occupancy during 
all seasons of the year. 
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About 35 percent of the owners indicated that wood was the major heat
ing material (Table 8). The probable reason is the abundance of this type of 
fuel in the area, its low cost, and the attraction of a wood fire, particularly in a 
fireplace. Over 41 percent of all residents heated with wood in 1960. 

TABLE 8-PERCENTAGES OF SUMMER HOMES AND OF ALL DWELLING UNITS 
THAT USED VARIOUS TYPES OF HEATING MATERIAL 

Type of 
Heating 

Fuel 

Wood 
Utility Gas, Fuel Oil 

Kerosene, etc. 
Bottled, Tank or LP 
Electricity 
Other 

Total 

IN TANEY COUNTY 1960 

Summer Homes 
in 1960* 

Percent 

35.2 

13.0 
44.4 

5.6 
1.8 

100.0 

*Data obtained from interview of 54 owners. 
**Data obtained from Census of Housing 1960, HC (1) 27, p. 93. 

All Housing 
Units 1960** 

Percent 

41.3 

12.7 
40.4 

2.0 
3.6 

100.0 

Propane gas, electricity, and liquid fuels were used in almost two-thirds of 
the summer homes where interviews were made. In 1960, about 55 percent of 
all homes were heated with these materials. Since these fuels can be stored easily 
and provide a quick source of heat, their use in the summer home is convenient 
and may be more desirable than in permanent homes. 

Other Characteristics 

All of the summer homes were supplied with electricity and about 28 per
cent were air-conditioned. None of them had a community sewage system, but 
most had septic tanks. Ninety percent had a flush toilet. Water was obtained 
from wells, from central water supplies, or by hauling it to the home in con
tainers. The latter method was used most often in the trailer houses. 

Within the county, only 17 percent of the homes of all residents were air
conditioned in 1960. Twenty-nine percent had no running water and 36 percent 
had no flush toilet. 2 In general, the summer homes had more modern conveni
ences than the homes of the permanent residents. 

Distance From a Hard Surfaced Road (Bituminous or Cement Pavement) 

As a rule, the older summer homes are closer to hard-surfaced roads than 
those constructed since 1950 (Table 9) . The reason that newer homes are farther 
from such roads may be that most of the building sites close to hard-surfaced 

' Census of Housing, 1960 HC (1) 27, pp. 84, 102. 
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TABL~ 9-YEAR SUMMER HOMES WERE BUILT AND DISTANCE TO A HARD 
SURFACE ROAD (BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT) IN TANEY COUNTY, 1960 

Distance to Hard Surface Road in Miles 

2.0 4.0 6,0 8, O and 
Year 0-1.9. 3,9 5,9 7,9 over Total 

Number Number Number Number Number Number ---
Before 1940 4 3 7 
1940 to 1945 2 1 3 
1946 to 1950 1 1 
1951 to 1955 5 4 2 1 12 
1956 to 1960 13 3 1 6 8 31 

Total 25 11 3 6 9 54 

roads have already been used. Since roads to the less accessible areas are used 
less frequently because of the sparse settlement, they are the last roads improved 
in the county. Hence, the summer homes are located on poorer roads than those 
of permanent residences. 

Sale Value 

Probably the most important single measure for comparing the quality and 
size of houses is sale value. Over 31 percent of the summer residents stated that 
their homes would sell for $10,000 or more. This compares with 40 percent of all 
owners of urban and rural nonfarm dwellings in the county who thought their 
homes would sell for this much money (Table 10). Although there was a differ-

TABLE 10-PERCENTAGES OF SUMMER HOMES AND OWNER OCCUPIED 
DWELLING UNITS IN URBAN AND RURAL NONFARM AREAS IN 1960 

THAT WERE ESTIMATED TO SELL FOR VARIOUS VALUES 

Sale Value Summer Homes* 

Percent 

Less than $5, 000 50.0 
$5,000 to $7,400 7,4 
$7, 500 to $9, 900 11.1 
$10, 000 to $14, 900 20.4 
$15, 000 and Over 11.1 

Total 100. 0 

*Data obtained from interview of 54 owners. 
**Census of Housing, 1960, HC (1) 27, p. 102, 

Does not include all places of more than 10 acres. 

Owner Occupied 
Housing Units** 

Percent 

30 ,8 
16.8 
12.0 
21.3 
19,1 

100,0 

ence in value of homes ascribed by the two groups it is doubtful that this dif
ference would be manifest in actual sales. Most of the homes of the urban and 
rural nonfarm residents were older and had fewer conveniences than did the 
homes of the summer residents. 
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The homes that have been built by summer residents are about the same 
size as the homes of permanent residents, but have more modern conveniences. 
The addition of these homes in Taney County definitely has improved the aver

. age quality of housing facilities . 

CONTRIBUTION OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 
TO LOCAL TRADE 

The direct contribution of the summer resident to the trade of a community 
can be measured by his expenditures there. These expenditures may be made on 
consecutive days or in series of intermittent visits throughout the year. From 
the standpoint of permanent businesses within the area, visits of short duration 
at various periods would be more desirable than an influx of part-time residents 
during a single period. To determine the impact of the part-time residents upon 
the local economy, information was obtained on their length of stay, frequency 
of visit, and money spent while in the local area. 

Time Spent in the Area 

The average time spent by part-time residents in the area was 106 days. Al
most six percent of them spent less than 30 days and about 39 percent spent 
more than 90 days (Table 11). The kind of occupation of the head of household 
of the part-time resident did not influence significantly the length of time he 
spent in the area. 

TABLE 11-NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS BY DAYS 

SPENT IN THEIR SUMMER HOMES IN TANEY COUNTY, 1960 

Da:z'.S Spent Part-Time Resident 

Number Percent 

Oto 29 3 5,6 
30 to 59 17 31.5 
60 to 89 13 24,1 
90 and Over 21 38,8 

Total 54 100.0 

About 68 percent of the part-time residents came to the area only on week
ends (Table 12). These visits occurred most frequently during the fall and least 
frequently in winter. Those who stayed longer than weekends usually came dur
ing the summer. Yet, almost 60 percent of them made weekend visits during 
the winter as compared with about 72 percent during the summer months and 
almost 80 percent in September. 
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TABLE 12-NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 
WHO VISITED THEffi SUMMER HOMES OTHER THAN WEEKENDS 

AND ONLY WEEKENDS BY MONTHS, TANEY COUNTY, 1960 

Part-Time Residents Who Visited 
Month Other Than Weekends Onl,Y: Weekends 

Number Percent Number Percent 

January 22 40,7 32 59,3 
February 22 40,7 32 59,3 
March 22 40.7 32 59,3 
April 15 27,8 39 72,2 
May 15 27,8 39 72,2 
June 15 27,8 39 72,2 
July 15 27,8 39 72,2 
August 15 27,8 39 72,2 
September 12 20,4 43 79,6 
October 14 25,9 40 74,1 
November 22 40,7 32 59,3 
December 21 38,9 33 61,1 

Average 17 31,5 37 68,5 

Expenditures of Part-Time Residents 

Daily expenditures of the part-time resident while in Taney County varied 
from $3 to $75 a day. One-half of those interviewed spent $9 or more a day. An
nual expenditures varied from $120 to $7,200. Fifteen percent spent less than 
$300 annually and about 33 percent spent more than $1,200 annually (Table 13). 

The average annual expenditures of the part-time resident family interviewed 
was $1,188. If it is assumed that each family spent this amount on living ex
penses, the total would be $339,768 (286 households times $1 ,188) . 

TABLE 13-NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 
BY AMOUNTS SPENT FOR LIVING WHILE IN TANEY COUNTY, 1960 

Expenditure* Part-Time Residents 

Number Percent 

Less than $300 
$301 to $600 
$601 to $900 
$901 to $1,200 
$1,201 and Over 

Total 

*The average expenditure was $1,188, 00, 

8 
18 

7 
3 

18 

54 

15, 0 
33,2 
13,0 

5,6 
33,2 

100,0 

In addition to spending money for living expenses while in the area, sum
mer residents invested substantial sums in their homes. Local labor was used to 
do most of the work and most of the materials were purchased locally. The 
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amount of money expended for this purpose was estimated by using the dates 
the homes were built and 1960 sale value. 

Information was obtained from each respondent regarding the date his sum
mer home was built and its current sale value. Based upon the sample, the value 
of all summer homes was $2,152,400 in 1960 (Table 14). 

TABLE 14-ESTIMATED SALE VALUE OF PART-TIME RESIDENCES 
AND WAGES PAID FOR THEIR REPLACEMENT BY YEAR 

BUILT IN TANEY COUNTY, 1960 

Sale Value of Summer Homes All Summer Homes 
Respondents All Summer Homes* Wages Paid for Their 

Period Built Re12lacement** 

Number Dollars Number Dollars Dollars 

1920-39 7 60,000 37 317,800 190, 700 
1940-49 4 31,500 21 166,800 100,100 
1950-54 4 32,000 21 169,500 101, 700 
1955-60 39 282,900 207 1,498,300 899,000 

54 406 400 286 2,152,400 1,291,500 

*Expanded to represent the number and value of all summer homes built in the 
various time periods by the same ratios of number and value per time period to 
total number and value as reported by the respondents, 

**Estimated to be 60 percent of the sales value, 

Approximately 207 of the summer homes were built during the 1955-60 
period. Their replacement cost would require an annual expenditure of about 
$250,000 a year. 

It appears, therefore, that summer residents spent about $339,768 for living 
expenses and more than $250,000 for construction of new homes in 1960, mak
ing a total of $589,768. Assuming that 60 percent of the construction cost was 
expended in wages, it was estimated that more than $150,000 was spent for this 
purpose. 

VALUE OF SERVICE INDUSTRIES 

Part-time residents have contributed to the economy of Taney County 
through their expenditures for goods and services and through payment of prop
erty taxes. The added volume of business has brought about more and better 
services than would have been provided if the part-time residents had not been 
there. Although it is not possible to measure precisely the value of these indi
rect contributions, a rough estimate can be made through an analysis of the tax 
rolls. Since the local resident contributes directly or indirectly to the value of all 
property, and these properties exist in relationship to the demand for them, a 
comparative analysis of the value of different classes of property with the num
ber of different classes of citizens should indicate the relative contribution of 
part-time residents to these valuations. 
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About 10 percent of the homes in Taney County are owned by part-time 
residents. Because they spend only about one-third of their time in the area, it 
may appear that they do not generate as much business activity in the county as 
an equal number of permanent residents. This assumption may not be correct 
for the following reasons: (1) The daily expenditures of the part-time resident 
usually are higher than those of the native population. A person seeking recrea
tion will spend more money per day than one engaged in the normal routine of 
living. (2) In addition, the average income of the part-time resident is about two 
times that of the local inhabitant. 

It seems reasonable to conclude that, since the summer residents own about 
10 percent of the homes, they contribute about 10 percent to the value of certain 
classes of property in the county, for example public utilities and business prop
erties, through their purchases of goods and services. Data were not available on 
the total value of these properties, however, the valuations of the various classes 
of property for tax assessment should indicate the relative investment in them. 
The assessed values in Taney County in 1960 are shown in Table 15. Obviously, 

TABLE 15-ASSESSED VALUATION OF SELECTED CLASSES OF PROPERTY 
IN TANEY COUNTY 1960 

Classes of Property 

Land and Buildings 
Town Lots and Buildings 
Tangible Personal Property 
Public Utilities 
Merchants and Manufacturers 

Total 

* Assessment rolls of County Assessor, Taney County. 

Assessed Valuation* 

Dollars 

4,606,945 
4,730,105 
2,160,318 
1,457,837 

341,650 

13 296 855 

the value of farmland is not materially affected by the presence of part-time resi
dents in the community. The total assessed valuation in the county exclusive of 
farmland was $8,689,910. If it is assumed that 10 percent of this valuation is for 
property owned by or used in servicing part-time residents then their presence 
added $868,991 to the total assessed valuation of the property in the county. 

The assessed valuation of all properties owned by part-time residents was 
$318,967. This amount subtracted from $868,991 gives $550,024 as the assessed 
value of property that was constructed to service the part-time residents. The 
assessed value was 1.7 times the assessed value of the homes of part-time resi
dents. The total sale value of summer homes was estimated at $2,152,400. There
fore, the estimated value of homes and service properties to care for part-time 
residents was estimated to be $3,659,080 (1.7 times $2,152,400). 

The presence of the summer resident in the county has not only resulted in 
the existence of more and better services in the community, but it has also meaRt 
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that a larger tax base has been created that can be used for various governmental 
services. 

In 1960, the ayerage tax rate in the county was $3.41 per $100 of assessed 
valuation. Part-time residents paid $W,876 in local property taxes ( .0341 times 
$318,967) while taxes on the additional properties necessary to service them were 
(.0341 times $550,024) $18,756 or a total of $29,632. 

About 65 percent of these taxes went for the support of local schools; yet, 
none of the children went to school in Taney County. 

TYPE OF SERVICES DESIRED 

Additions to local service facilities will no doubt affect the rate of increase 
in part-time residents in Taney County. To find out what services these people 
most desired, each respondent was asked what type of local service he thought 
was needed most to make his visit more pleasant. About 56 percent indicated 
that road improvement was the most important item (Table 16). Second was 
facilities for handling boats, followed by a sewage system, swimming pool, and 
supermarket. Almost one-fifth (18.5 percent) thought no item of improvement 
was critically needed. Some of this group said they were reluctant to ask for ad
ditional improvements for fear it would lead to higher taxes. 

TABLE 16-FACILITIES NAMED BY PART-TThlE RESIDENTS AS NEEDED 
TO MAKE THEIR STAY IN TANEY COUNTY MORE PLEASANT, Q.960) 

Part-Time 
Facili!l'. Needed Residents Reporting 

Number Percent 

Improved Roads 30 55.6 
New Boat Docks 3 5.6 
Supermarket 1 1.7 
Public Swimming Pool 2 3.9 
Boat Landing Ramp 3 5.6 
Sewage System 5 9.1 
None 10 18.5 

Total 54 100.0 

FUTURE TRENDS IN THE NUMBER OF PART-TIME RESIDENTS 

The number of part-time residents that can be expected in the future can 
be estimated in a number of ways. Two procedures were used here. The first in
volved an estimate of the potential building sites in the area, and the second a 
projection of the present growth to full use of available sites. 

There are approximately 474 miles of shore line on the three lakes in Taney 
County-338 miles on Bull Shoals, 50 miles on Taneycomo, and 86 miles on 
Table Rock. The shoreline on Bull Shoals Lake is almost completely undevel-
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oped. The Federal Government has retained ownership of the land bordering the 
lake; this fact may retard construction of part-time residences in this area. Local 
officials estimate that if arrangements can be made to permit construction, 95 
percent of the potential sites in the county remain to be developed. This is a 
potential of 5,720 homes including the 286 summer homes now in the county. 
This estimate includes only those properties that would be located on the lakes. 
No doubt, as these sites develop, more people will build on land that is not on 
the waterfront. Parents with small children may prefer an offshore location. 

Another estimate can be obtained by analyzing current holdings of vacant 
lots. In 1960, nonresidents owned 1,655 lots in Taney County on which build
ings had not been erected. An additional 29,000 acres of land was held by 513 
nonresident owners. The size of these tracts ranged from 0.25 acres to 480 acres. 
Some of this land probably is held for speculative purposes. However, it is doubt
ful if many building sites will be held for more than 10 years. In 1960, nonresi
dents owned a total of 2,168 desirable building sites. However, as indicated in 
Figure 1, these developing areas represent approximately 40 percent of the lake 
frontage yet to be exploited. With no increase in concentration, potential sites 
would permit construction of 5,420 homes (2,168 divided by 0.40). It is con
cluded, therefore, that a minimum of 5,500 building sites for summer homes 
exists in Taney County. 

Rate of Growth 

To obtain an estimate of the rate of development that may occur in the 
county, the number of summer homes built each year since 1950 was graphed. 
When a trend line was fitted to the data, a second degree equation gave the best 
fit (Y = 74.509 + (-15 .652) X + 3.602X2 ) (Figure 2). Y indicates the num
ber of homes and X the number of years. By 1975, at the present rate of devel
opment, 1,934 summer homes will have been built in the county. The new 
homes will occupy about 35 percent of the potential sites and two-thirds of the 
lots that are presently owned by nonresidents. This rate of development appears 
to be reasonable. 

Assuming that these residents will spend an average of $1,188 per family 
( the average expenditure in 1960) for living expenses, the total contributions to 
food and service businesses in the county will be $2,297,759 by 1975. In addi
tion, 665 new homes will be built with an expenditure of over $5,000,000. It is 
estimated that more than $3,000,000 will be spent for local labor engaged in 
construction work. 
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Figure 2. Trend in number of summer residences in Taney County, Missouri, 

1950 to 1959 and estimated increase to 1975. 



APPENDIX 

APPENDIX TABLE I-RECREATIONAL ATTRACTIONS IN TANEY COUNTY, 1960 

Location of Attractions 
Branson Hollister 

North Table Cedar South Table Buck Rockaway 
Type of Attraction Total Rock Creek Forsyth Rock Creek Beach 

Number Number Number Number Number Number Number 

Sightseeing 
Parks 3 1 2 
Caves 2 2 
Museums 3 2 1 
Fish hatchery 1 1 
Historical 13 8 3 1 1 
Dams 3 1 1 1 

Amusement 
Fishing and Hunting Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Speed Boats and 

Seaplanes 5 2 1 2 

Golf Courses 
Regular 3 1 1 1 

Miniature 3 2 1 

Theatres 5 4 1 
Amusement Center 2 1 1 
Tennis Courts 3 1 2 

Dancing 2 1 1 

Roller rink 1 1 
Go karts 3 1 1 1 

Swimming Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Excursion Boats 2 1 1 

Water Skiing Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 



APPENDIX TABLE 1 (CONTINUED)-RECREATIONAL ATTRACTIONS IN TANEY COUNTY, 1960 

Location of Attractions 
Branson Hollister 

North Table Cedar South Table Buck Rockaway 
Type of Attractions Total Rock Creek Fors~h Rock Creek Beach 

Number Number Number Number Number Number Number 

Amusement 
Stables 4 1 1 2 
Bowling Alleys 2 1 1 

Accommodations 
Trailer Parks 11 4 5 2 
Camp grounds 12+ 4 Goat Land 4 3 1 

Lodging 
Hotels 6 2 4 
Motels 66 18 17 5 2 24 
Resorts 72 16 4 10 7 9 26 

Eating Places 58 28 10 6 2 12 
Boat Docks 23 8 7 4 1 3 
Public Launching RamEs 20 3 6 4 5 1 1 

*Reference - Tourist Information - prepared by Tourist Promotion Committee Rura) Development Program, Taney County. 
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APPENDIX TABLE 2-SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS 
IN TANEY COUNTY IN 1960 

Event 

Arts and Crafts Show and Selling Event 
Plumb Nelly Spring Celebration 
Holiday on Skis Water Carnival 
Metro Sports Show and Water Carnival 
Kiwanis Rodeo 
Shepherd of the Hills Swnmer Theatre 
Annual Lighting of Adoration Scene and 

Christmas Parade 
Cow-Horse Association Rodeo 
Taney County Horse Show 
Taney County Fair 

Date 

April 22-24 
April 23-30 
June 1-7 
June 17-18 
June 23-25 
July 1-Sept, 1 
Dec, (1st Sunday) 
January 1 
May 20-22 
June 30 
August 4-6 

Reference - Tourist Information, Tourist Promotion Committee, Rural Development 
Program, Taney County, 1960, 
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