
MEDIA ~JE 

FUTURE 

38 1111 ZZ01 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • .....•.....•.•......•..•... .... :....... ..... ..... . ............•... • ..• I·-...•........•.....•.. · 
I:;::.:;:':.; •• :: •• :;.: ••• :;:'.:' .: .:: : • •••• : : • • :'. ::: •• : •••• :: ••••••••• :::.:.:.:.:.:: :.:.: •• :. ...... •... ... ... . ... ... ,...... .. .•. . •...•...... .•..... .......... . .... : .••...• .. 

• • • : • • 1 • • • • • 

Part literature, part artistic creation and part assemblage, 

Ediciones Vigia books offer a unique medium for the written 

word. Juanamaria Cordones-Cook, professor of Spanish and 

collector of the Cuban books, wants to spread the word about the 

MU Museum of Art and Archaeology's spellbinding collection. 

By Marcus Wilkins 

SUMMER 2011 



Rolando Estevez 
Jordan, the leading 
artist of Ediciones 
Vigia, created La Silla 
(the chair). The one-of­
a-kind work is part 
of a '2-piece series 
about being separated 
from his exiled Cuban 
family at age ,6. 





Clockwise from top : Estevez jordan's Fui "eavdo ... is composed of a hand-painted suitcase 
containing household items pertaining to his mother, including a saucer, an envelope, a colander, 
lipstick and a spool of thread - all in a nest of black tulle and dried grass. 

The poem is written in ink on an unraveling scroll washed with acrylic paint. The author writes about 
a trip to the cinema while his mother packed her suitcase for Florida. "This happened 42 years ago, 
and when he talks about it, you can see it is still an open wound," Cordones-Cook says. 

Ediciones Vigia artists are masters of precision paper tearing. The box for La Vena Rota (the broken 
vein) is covered with abstract paper shapes, as well as fish and flowers . 

For his piece La Vena Rota, Estevez Jordan used an ex-wife's nightgown that contains a scroll sus­
pended from a crocheted hanger. 
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A hand-painted wooden box decorated with dried flowers and vegetable fibers holds La Silla . The centraL poem is printed on a 4-foot sheet of paper foLded accordion styLe. 

Fastos is a book of poems by 
the French writer Edouard 
GLissant and transLated by 
Cuban poet Nancy Morejon . 
The sea-themed piece is 
decorated with sand and watch 
components. 

Cuaderno de 'a fiancee (the 
fiancee 's notebook) by MabeL 
Cuesta is a book of Lesbian­
themed short stories adorned 
with dried roses. 

Pais Magico (magic country) 
by Zaida de Rio contains 
bilinguaL poetry in Spanish 
and EngLish . Like many 
Editiones Vigfa books, it 
unfoLds to reveaL a dramatic, 
muLtifaceted illustration . 

Los Groduados de Kafka 
(the graduates of Kafka) 
by Jorge AngeL Hernandez 
Perez includes severaL 
interpretations of Edvard 
Munch's The Scream. 

La Cortada (the cut or shortcut) 
by Ruth Behar empLoys 
a wooden grid to impLy a 
cage . The book contains a 
puzzLe that, when assembLed, 
becomes a woman . 

Opposite page: The wings of this dove-shaped Christmas card open to reveal a paper cutout of Jesus and a spiritual poem. Bits of wood and twine are fastened 
to the manger, and the lantern is an Ediciones Vigia trademark that appears in many pieces. 
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