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Lesson #1 

What is News? 

News is a report of something literally new. 
News depends upon : 

1) Timeliness-immediate or near the present-the first reason for a 
news story. Without timeliness a news story is either history or prediction. 

2) Proximity-close-physically and/or psychologically-to the au
dience and point of publication or broadcast. Editors prefer " local" 
stories. 

3) Importance-how "big" and important is the idea, event, situation 
or person. 

News involves at least one of these factors: 
1) Conflict-all kinds of struggles: man versus his environment, man 

versus man, etc. 
2) Progress-improvements made by man: research developments, 

better production methods, education, new equipment, improvements in 
living standards, human relations, etc. 

3) Unusualness-rare, odd and sometimes unforeseen ideas, events 
or situations. 

4) Human interest-ideas, events or situations which touch human 
emotibns. Human interest events may only arouse casual curiosity, or 
they may incite anger or fear or elicit joy, sadness, compassion or some 
other feeling. 
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WHO? 
WHAT? WHY? 

WHEN? HOW? 
WHERE? 

C> ~o ==-== -- -=----

Lesson #2 

~=== === :::=== ====== =-=-= ==-;:. 
==== - ---- = = -=-=-==~--

How Do You Report News? 
Structuring Your Story 

1. Use the 5 W's and an H! 

Who-Who said it? Who is it about? 
What-What happened? (Importance counts) 
Where-Where did it happen? (Remember proximity makes it news.) 
When-When did it happen? (Remember timeliness.) 
Why-Why is it important? (Remember policy.) 
How-How did it happen? (Unusual?) 

2. Make It Readable 
The best way to improve your writing readability is to use .. . 
-Short sentences (best single thing you can do . .. and easiest) 
-Short paragraphs 
-Easy words 
-Personal words 
-Active verbs 
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Short sentences. For today's mass audiences, news stories averag
ing between 15 and 20 words per sentence are easy reading . Sentences 
longer than 30 words may be hard to understand . 

Short paragraphs. Keep paragraphs short. And vary them-from one 
word to five average sentences. Remember, a 100-word paragraph looks 
mighty long in a narrow newspaper column. Editors don 't like them. 
Neither do readers. 

Easy words. Use short, simple words in place of longer, many
syllable words with the same meaning. When a technical or difficult word 
must be used , explain it as simply as possible. 

Personal words. Words like " you, " " we," a person's name, direct 
quote, etc. , give your copy more human interest. Admittedly, this kind of 
personalization is more often used in " feature" rather than " hard news" 
stories. But it is still a good technique for holding reader interest. 

Active verbs. Action verbs keep a story moving and "grab" the reader 
more than "to be" verbs that show little action. 

3. Get to the point . .. Fast! 
Most people whiz through newspapers, reading headlines and 

maybe the first paragraph or two of stories that catch their eye. So, get 
your important facts into the first paragraph; the first sentence is even 
better. 

4. Put the Most Important Points First. 
Editors chop stories to make them fit available space-usually from 

the bottom. So if you've got something essential to the story at the bottom 
of your copy, it might not make it into print. 

News writers usually use the inverted pyramid style: 

Most important fact first; 
Second most important 

fact next ; 
and so on 
down to 
the least 
impor-

tant 
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Lesson #3 

Polish Your Style 

There 's always a better way to write it. Any time you rewrite 
something , you will probably improve it. On the next page, try your hand 
at simplifying words and phrases. 
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Put one or more easy words in each blank. 

Complex words: 
(Sometimes two simple words are better than one complex word .) 

deficiency 

equivalent to _______ _ 

construct 

insufficient 

Empty phrases: 

so as to allow 

make plans for 

in order to ________ _ 

disposed of on the market 

remainder 

approximately 

illustrate 

beneficial 

keep in mind _______ _ 

adjacent to 

at the present time 

list a description of ____________________ _ 

are suspected of having 

it is advisable to begin 

more uniformly shaped 

with the exception of 

Note : Possible answers on next page. 
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Here are some possible answers. 

Complex words: 

deficiency shortage, lack 

equivalent to equal to, same as 

construct build ---------

insufficient not enough 

Empty phrases: 

so as to allow _to_a_ll_o_w ___ _ 

make plans for .,_p_la_n ____ _ 

in order to ..:..:to~------

disposed of on the market sold 

remainder what's left, rest 

approximately almost, about 

illustrate show ---------
beneficial helpful , good 

keep in mind remember 

adjacent to next to, beside 

at the present time _n_o_w ___ _ 

-----------------
1 is ta description of describe --------------------
are suspected of having _m_i-""g_h_t_h_a_v_e ____________ _ 

it is advisable to begin ...;.b...;;.eJJ.g_in _______________ _ 

more uniformly shaped alike ------------------
with the exception of -=-e'--'x-=--ce-=--p,:c.t;__ ______________ _ 
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Lesson #4 

Write a Better Sentence 

When you rewrite, try to shorten sentences and give them more 
action. In doing so, consider the context of your article. You may have a 
different " answer" than we do for the following because you thought of 
the sentence in a different context than we did. That doesn't mean you ' re 
wrong. But your sentence should beeasierto read than the original.And 
it should contain an active verb if possible. Active verbs show action. 
Some good examples can be found on sports pages (hit, smashed, ran, 
booted) and in recipes (mix, stir, baste, whip). 

Rewrite the following sentences, simplifying them and using action 
verbs where possible. ("Answers" are on page 10.) 

Example: Poor: Your consumption of milk should be a quart daily. 
Better: Drink a quart of milk daily. 

Poor: Strict adherence must be given to safety precautions when using 
these insecticides. 

Better: 

Poor: Elimination of these pests calls for a strict insect control program. 

Better: 

Poor: The right fertilizer must be used for high corn yields. 

Better: 

Poor: Each pint carton should be labeled, and this label must be 
recorded on the information sheet for the laboratory. 

Better: 

Poor: Evaporation of liquid takes place. 

Better: 

Poor: When an application of wax is made to this surface a brilliance is 
imparted to it. 

Better: 

Poor: When application of pressure is employed by the operator, the 
machine is activated . 

Better: 
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Possible Answers 

Poor: Strict adherence must be given to safety precautions when using 
these insecticides. 

Better: Follow safety precautions when using these insecticides. 

Poor: Elimination of these pests calls for a strict insect control program. 

Better: Follow a strict control program to eliminate these pests. 

Poor: The right fertilizer must be used for high corn yields. 

Better: Use the right fertilizer for high corn yields. 

Poor: Each pint carton should be labeled , and this label must be 
recorded on the information sheet for the laboratory. 

Better: Label each pint carton and record this label on the information 
sheet for the laboratory. 

Poor: Evaporation of liquid takes place. 

Better: It dries. 

Poor: When an application of wax is made to this surface, a brilliance is 
imparted to it. 

Better: It shines when waxed . 

Poor: When application of pressure is employed , the machine is acti
vated. 

Better: Push to start. 
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Lesson #5 

Getting the Facts 

In writing a news story, make sure you have all the pertinent facts and 
that they are accurate. Think back to WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY 
and HOW. Most news stories contain all of these. Sometimes you can 
omit one or more-like why or how-if they are implied or already 
understood by your audience. 
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In the Beginning ... 

The most important part of a news story is the first paragraph-the 
lead. It should contain the most important information in the story. 

Consider who, what, when, where, why and how when writing that 
first paragraph. Most leads contain more than one of these. Below are 
some examples of leads that feature one of the five Ws or the H in each, 
followed by one that contains all six elements. 

Who: 

Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, the 1970 Nobel Peace Prize winner, will 
speak here Tuesday at the Memorial Union. 

Why: 

To help more Missouri farm families boost their incomes, the 
University of Missouri and Lincoln University have expanded their Small 
Farm Family Program. 

How: 

Cooking meats in bags made of recycled paper can be toxic, warns a 
University of Missouri-Columbia home economist. 

What: 

"Multi-cropping" beef cattle and walnuts is paying off in Southwest 
Missouri. 

When: 

May 6 is the deadline for Midtown's summer Little League baseball 
program, Columbia Parks & Recreation officials announced today. 

Where: 

From an oat field in Berrien County, Michigan, the cereal leaf beetle 
has spre·ad throughout most of the grain producing areas of the Midwest. 

Who, What, When, Where, Why and How: 
(who) (how) (what) 

Midcity Mayor George Smith announced his candidacy for gover-
(when) (where) (why) 

nor Wednesday at a news conference in City Hall saying he was " tired 
of old guard politics running the state." 

12 



Lesson #6 

You're On Your Own 

Okay , now write a news story from the facts given below. 
Remember, use short sentences, short paragraphs ... and get to the 
point fast. 

Write for your local newspaper. 
Think! What is most important to readers in your town : who, what, 

when, where, why or how? 

Do not turn the page until you have written your story. 

1. John R. Roberts is mayor of 
(your town or city) 

2. The National Mayoral Association (NMA) annual conference will 
be held next week. 

3. Mayor Roberts will attend the National Mayoral Association's 
conference to report on the really neat utilities plan that your town has. 

4. There are 2,300 members in MNA. 
5. The utilities plan reduced your town 's use of electricity by 50 

percent last year. 
6. The plan employs the use of solar collectors. 
7. The National Mayoral Association 's conference is being held in 

Washington, D.C. 
8. I.M. Incumbent is the president of the National Mayoral Associa

tion . He personally invited Mayor Roberts to the conference to talk about 
his plan on Thursday. 

Now remember what we said about the inverted pyramid . Decide 
which things are most important; then get them into the story as quickly 
as possible. 

After you do your story, check your version with ours on p. 14. 
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NEWS RELEASE HEADING 
(Name and address of your organization) 

Contact: 

RELEASE: 

(Name) 
(Phone) 

Immediate 

Roberts To Report 
On Utilities Plan 
At Mayors' Conference 

(Date) 

Mayor John R. Roberts will report on the (your town or city) utilities 
plan at the National Mayoral (NMA) annual conference, Thursday, in 
Washington, D.C. 

Mayor Roberts was personally invited to make the presentation by I. M. 
Incumbent, president of the 2,300-member NMA. 

The (your town or city) utilities plan, which employs the use of solar 
collectors, reduced the city's use of electricity by 50 percent last year. 

# 

P.S. Note the release format. The information at the top should show the 
editor where the release came from and where more information 
can be obtained. Leave 2 to 3 inches at the top for the editor to mark 
the copy for a headline, for size of type, etc. Double or triple space 
the copy. 

The most important facts in this story are who (Mayor Roberts) and 
what that person is going to do. This information should be in the first 
paragraph of your story. 

Essentially, the information in our second and third paragraphs 
embelishes what appears in the first. You could reverse paragraphs two 
and three without being wrong. The main thing is to get all the essential 
information into your story and to get to the point as quickly as possible. 

One other note: You ' ll notice we eliminated " really neat" from the 
description of the utilities plan. Expressing such an op in ion is 
editorializing and is proper in a news story only when the comment can 
be attributed to someone, preferably via a direct quote. As you read the 
news stories in this book or in newspapers, note the attribution (" Roberts 
said, " " she claimed, " etc.). A story containing editorial comments 
without attribution should never appear in a newspaper unless: (a) it's in 
a column (then the information can be directly attributed to the author of 
the column) or (b) it's on the editorial page (when the information is 
labeled as an editorial). 
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The Meeting Story 

Routine meeting stories are easy to do, once you get the hang of it. 
You mainly need to get who, what, when, where, why, and how down on 
paper in a neat fashion so your prospective meeting goer gets the 
message. 

Try your hand at writing a routine meeting story from the following. 
Our version is on page 16, so please write yours before turning the page. 
(Note: For the purpose of this exercise, you may save time by just 
inserting the words "program details" in your story where the informa
tion in No. 7 should appear.) 

1. The annual meeting of the Missouri Association of Consumers 
will be held Saturday (March 4) . 

2. This is a public meeting. 
3. Registration is 9-9:30 a.m. 
4. Registration is at the Flaming Pit Restaurant. 
5. Cost of registration is $6.00. (That includes a noon lunch). 
6. At the meeting, media representatives will comment on their 

investigative reporting of consumer fraud. 
7. The program is as follows: 

9:30 a.m.-Panel on "Investigative Reporting in the Consumer 
Interest" moderated by Don Keough, Capital City correspondent 
for the Columbia Daily Tribune. Panel members will include media 
representatives from Missouri's major metropolitan areas. 

Noon-Luncheon address on legislative action by James L. 
Sullivan, director, Department of Consumer Affairs, Regulation 
and Licensing. (After the address will be a presentation of the 
annual "Friend of the Consumer" award. Last year's award went 
to James Mulvaney, then chairman of the Missouri Public Service 
Commission.) 

1 :15 p.m.-Panel on "The Media's Responsibility to the Con
sumer." Panel moderator is Roy Fisher, Dean of the University of 
Missouri-Columbia School of Journalism. Panel members are 
news and editorial writers and broadcasters, who will comment 
and then respond ·to consumers' questions. 

8. The source of all this information is Mrs. Carolyn Leuthold, 
arrangements chairperson. She says, "It's a public meeting, and 
anyone who registers will have a chance to confront media 
representatives on consumer issues." She also says that anyone 
who wants to make an advance registration for the sessions can 
do so by writing to the Missouri Association of Consumers, Post 
Office Box 2353, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101, or by contacting 
her at 1501 Ross Street, Columbia, 65201 (Phone: 449-1358). 
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Media To Rap 
With Consumers 
On Saturday 

RELEASE 

Joseph J. Marks 
News Director 

IMMEDIATE 
Mailed February 22 

COLUMBIA, Mo.- Media representatives will comment on their 
investigative reporting of consumer fraud, Saturday (March 4), at the 
annual meeting of the Missouri Association of Consumers. 

"It's a public meeting, and anyone who registers will have a chance 
to confront media representatives on consumer issues," said Mrs. 
Carolyn Leuthold, arrangements chairperson. 

Registration is 9:00-9:30 a.m. at the Flaming Pit Restaurant. Cost: 
$6.00 for registration and a noon lunch. 

The program starts at 9:30 with a panel on "Investigative Reporting in 
the Consumer Interest," moderated by Don Keough, Capitol City corre
spondent for the Columbia Daily Tribune. Panel members will include 
media representatives from Missouri's major metropolitan areas. 

The luncheon address on legislative action will be delivered by 
James L. Sullivan, director, Department of Consumer Affairs, Regulation 
and Licensing. 

Following his address will be a presentation of the annual "Friend of 
the Consumer" award. Last year's award went to James Mulvaney, then 
chairman of the Missouri Public Service Commission. 

At 1 :15 p.m., Roy Fisher, Dean of the University of Missouri-Columbia 
School of Journalism, will moderate a panel on "The Media's Responsi
bility to the Consumer." News and editorial writers and broadcasters will 
comment, then respond to consumers' questions. 

Advance registration for the sessions can be made through the 
Missouri Association of Consumers, Post Office Box 2353, Jefferson City, 
Missouri 65101, or by contacting Mrs. Leuthold, 1501 Ross Street, 
Columbia, 65201 (Phone: 449-1358). 

# 

Note : In our meeting story we include important news elements in the 
first paragraph, then add details. Only the most interested persons will 
read beyond the first paragraph or even beyond the headline. By the way, 
it's not a bad idea to put a headline on your story when you submit it. 
Headline writers will probably have to change the headline to suit the 
space available, but including a tentative one is a quick way to tell the 
editor the essence of your story. 
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The Award Story 

Names make news. And everyone likes a winner. Put those two 
cliches together, and you have the award story. 

These stories are quite easy to do. Once you figure out the system, 
you can literally "fill in the blanks" and do your own. 

Check the following samples. With a few modifications, you can 
adapt the same format to almost any award story. 
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Morris Named 
(last name) 

Scholarship Winner 

MIDTOWN, MO.-__ P_at~ty~M_o_rr_is __ 
(Name of winner) 

Vandalia has been 
(hometown) 

named winner of the 

Morris 

Dennis Gallup 4-H Memorial Scholarship 

daughter of 
(winner's last name) 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Morris, Route 2 was presented the scholarship , 
(parents names and address) 

Wednesday, May 20, by the Missouri 4-H Foundation. 
(day & date) 

The scholarship was presented for 

activities over the last eight years. 

her 4-H and community 
(reasons) 

(The rest of story includes details of the winner's accomplishments 
and , perhaps, comments from the recipient on how the scholarship will 
be used .) 

(Name of County) County Scouts 

Win State Awards 

MIDTOWN, Mo.-(Number, county)youths were among 124 Great River 

Council boy scouts presented Eagle Scout awards (Day, date and place) 

Then , list the award winners, along with their ages, their parents' 
names (if you have them) and their addresses. Generally, it is best to list 
each person in a separate paragraph . However, if you have more than one 
winner from the same town, you can put two or three in the same 
paragraph, providing this doesn 't make the paragraph too long. It's a 
good idea to underline the names of towns to help the editor localize the 
story. For example .. . 
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Area award winners were : 
John Jones, 16, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. Alvin Jones, 112 West North St. , 

Oakdale. 

Don and Ron Davis, both 15, sons of Mrs. D. R. Davis, 112 Woods St. ; 
and Anthony Rossi , 15, son of Dr. and Mrs. Elvin Rossi , 112 North 
West St. , Fi rd ale. · 

The Eagle Scout award is presented to fewer than 1 percent of 
Missouri 's boy scouts each year, said H. H. Schwartz, Great River Council 
leader. To win the award , he said , the scout must have earned 24 merit 
badges, completed a community service project, spent at least three 
years in scouting and performed in a leadership capacity for at least six 
months. 

The "How To Do It" Story 

Let's say you have a job like that of an extension specialist or some 
other community service person. You want to provide some information 
in an appealing , palatable form . 

First, let's see if it's appropriate to use the mass media to do this. 
Think of your audience. If only a few people will be interested, you 

might just as well send them a letter, call them on the phone or have them 
come over to your house. If the audience is larger than that-one that can 
be served by mass media-then you ' ll want to write a " how to do it" story. 

Next, consider what you want to tell this audience and how you can 
make the information appealing. Will this information save the readers 
time or money or make them happier or sexier? 

Then figure out how to address your audience as personally as 
possible. " You can save money by ... " "Do-it-yourself auto mechanics 
can save time by ... " 

In the following example, an engineer is quoted . You could quote 
yourself if you ' re an authority. It is important that you attribute the 
information to a person, agency, etc. , to give the information credibility. 

Remember, be direct, personal and appealing . 

Insulate That 
Water Heater; 
Save $15 - $30 

COLUMBIA, MO.-You can save $15to $30a year by putting a couple 
inches of insulation around your hot water heater, claims Richard 
Phillips, University of Missouri-Columbia agricultural engineer. 

" Most heaters have only about 1 inch of glass fiber insulation in their 
walls," says Phillips. " That's not enough to keep some of the heat in the 
tank from escaping. " 
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Phillips recommends insulating with 2-to 4-inch-thick unfaced glass 
fiber bats and securing them to the tank with tape or string . 

" Insulation should be held in place firmly but not compressed when 
installed," he says. 

UMC studies show that 2 inches of insulation will save about $25 a 
year on an 80-gallon tank; 4 inches, over $30. Savings will run $15 to $20 
annually if you put 2 or 3 inches of insulation around a 40-gallon tank, 
says Phillips. 

j Lesson #7 

Be Your Own Editor 

Check your copy closely before you finally submit it for publication. If 
possible, have someone else check it, too. 

Below are listed some common grammatical mistakes. A friend of 
mine once told me I could avoid most of these by following the KISS 
formula: " Keep It Simple, Stupid!" It's true. The less flowery the 
language, the more straightforward , the more likely you'll communicate 
effectively. And that's what this course is all about. 

Too Many Prepositional Phrases* 

Bad: The sales meeting was conducted by the sales manager of the 
company in the conference room. 

Better : The company's sales manager conducted the sales meeting 
in the conference room. 

*Don't avoid them completely; just remember too many make reading 
difficult. 

Mixed Tenses 

Wrong : He walked the dog and works with the horses. 
Right : He walked the dog and worked with the horses. 

Or, He walks the dog and works with the horses. 

Wrong: The ladies cleared their tables, grabbed their purses, and 
were going home. 

Right : The ladies cleared their tables, grabbed their purses, and went 
home. 

Dangling Modifiers 

Wrong: Walking through the rows, the potato bushes nearly filled the 
rows. 

Right : Walking through the rows, I noticed the potato bushes nearly 
filled the rows. 
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Wrong : To benefit fully from a long concert, the seats must be 
comfortable. 

Right : To benefit fully from a long concert, you must have a 
comfortable seat. 

Redundancy 

Wrong: Mary was wearing the same identical hat as Sue. 
Right : Mary's has was identical to Sue's. 

Wrong: The two agencies cooperated together for a period of two 
weeks. 

Right: The two agencies cooperated for two weeks. 

Nonagreement 

Wrong: A bowl of apples, peaches and bananas make a nice 
centerpiece. 

Right: A bowl of apples, peaches and bananas makes a nice 
centerpiece. 

*To check, leave out words or phrases between the subject and verb, thus 
reading : A bowl makes a nice centerpiece. 

Wrong : Which one of the following sentences have correct noun
verb agreement?* 

Right : Which one of the following sentences has correct noun-verb 
agreement? 

*To check, read : Which one has correct noun-verb agreement? 

Careless Repetition 

Wrong : You want to emphasize a point, so you repeat it, using 
different words for emphasis. 

Right: You want to emphasize a point, so you repeat it using different 
words. 

Mixed Construction or Faulty Parallelism (Check for this in elements in a 
series and elements being compared and contrasted) 

Wrong: We were told to write in ink, that we should use only one side 
of the paper, and we should endorse our papers properly. 

Right: We were told to write in ink, to use only one side of the paper, 
and to endorse our papers properly. 
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Lesson #8 

Writing Features 

The Feature Writer Is .. . 

A good feature writer is imaginative, curious, nosey, attentive, 
unconventional, witty, and is usually not above " borrowing" a good 
writing idea from someone else. 

He or she does a good job of digging out information, then is clever 
enough to twist even dull data into interesting and sometimes amusing 
prose. 

What is a Feature? 

It differs from straight news in one respect-its intent. A news story 
provides information about an event, idea or situation. The feature does a 
bit more. It may also (1) interpret or add depth and color to the news, (2) 
instruct or (3) entertain . 

How to Write it 

The feature doesn't usually follow the inverted pyramid style (p . 5) of 
the news story. 

The hard news story lead based on one of the five " W's" (who, what, 
when, where, why) or the H (how) is seldom appropriate for a feature 
story. The feature lead " sets the stage" for the story and generally cannot 
stand alone. 

A feature lead must interest the reader. It's the " grabber" that gets 
the reader into the story and keeps him or her going . 

Many rules for news writing also apply to feature writing: short 
sentences, easy words, personal words, active verbs. But feature stories 
can be more fun to write, because you can be more creative. 

When the Feature? 

A feature is a better alternative than a news story when you want to 
accomplish one of the purposes cited above. When educational material 
is hard to swallow, a feature can be the " spoonful of sugar" that helps the 
medicine go down. Remember, features are generally longer than news 
stories. Make sure the editor will give you the space for one before you 
write it. 
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What Makes a Feature Go? 

"Easy" writing makes for easy reading. That means short sentences, 
simple words, active verbs and personal words, plus: 

• Transitions: so the article always keeps moving forward. They are 
used to add to, illustrate or extend a point. They usually begin with words 
like "and," "furthermore," "also," "or," "nor," "moreover," "along 
with, " etc. 

They summarize: " at last," "so," " finally," "all in all," etc. 
They link cause and effect: "as a result," "that produced," "conse

quently," etc. 
They refer back: "they," " those," " these," "that," "few," " who," 

"whom," "except for," etc. 
They restrict and qualify: "provided," " but," " however, " "in case," 

"unless," " only if," etc. 
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• Interest-building devices: personalization of the people you are 
writing about and what they are doing ; quotes ; human interest. 

• " Kicker": while the lead or " grabber" at the beginning gets the 
reader into a story, the "kicker" at the end of a feature should have a 
punchline that helps the reader remember the story. 

Test Your Features 

Write features and get opinions from others, especially editors. 
Check the feature below for style and feature writing devices. 

She "Saw" The Way 

Barbara Snell, 8, awoke in her back bedroom with the heavy smell of 
smoke around her. She knew she could find her way to safety. But could 
her mother and brother? 

Barbara awakened her 12-year-old brother, Paul. Then she hurried 
through the dense smoke to her mother's bedroom, keeping her brother 
close to her side. 

Mrs. Snell was aroused, groggy from the smoke. She started for the 
door she thought led outside. It was the door to the bathroom. 

"This way," cried Barbara, as she led her mother and brother to 
safety. 

She had no trouble finding her way. Barbara Snell is blind. 
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The Feature Thinking/Writing Process 

Feature stories start in the mind. You have something you want to tell 
others. You would like to make it at least as interesting to your readers as 
it is to you . 

One winter day, I was asked to teach feature writing to ~xtension 
home economists. I wanted to give them some personal examples close 
to their field and began searching through their newsletters. 

Mostly I found straight information summarized from university or 
agency publications. Then up popped an item that hit my eye im
mediately. My goodness! There were words like "I" and "my" in the item. I 
knew in a moment a feature couldn't be.far away. 

On the next page you'll find the original newsletter item, f,ollowed by 
a " P.S." of additional information I gathered from a safety specialist. After 
you read the material in the box, look at some of the alternate leads I 
developed for writing my feature story. Then on page 27, you can see the 
end product. No Pulitzer prize winner, but I have a hunch it has more 
effect on readers than a straightforward, " you-should-be-careful-of
kitchen-fires-because" story. 
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(Original Newsletter item ... ) 

I'm reluctant to admit it, but last Thursday I had my first kitchen fire. 
While the fire was small and easily extinguished, the experience was 
frightening and certainly carried several messages that we all know well 
and need to review for our own safety. Of course, one is controlling heat 
and keeping a check on the cooking process. When attention is diverted, 
it may be only for a moment, but that moment can be disastrous. 

In my experience, I was amazed at the voluminous amount of smoke 
from three strips of bacon. I made the error of removing the lid and, 
believe me, the smoke was excrutiating and promptly resulted in a 
coughing seige and irritation in the throat. 

I could go on, but I did want to share some of the experience as a 
reminder to us that a home safety program can be an important part of 
our total housing program. Dave Baker, Extension Agricultural Engineer 
and Safety Specialist, is an excellent resource person. I was interested 
that he indicated there was no good method of putting out a fire such as 
mine, but I carried the skillet with the lid on to the out-of-doors, I 
would have had less of a smoke problem. 

From: Lois M. Deneke 
State Housing and Interior 

Design Specialist 
Lincoln University 

P.S. Dave Baker says the best bet for keeping kitchen fires from getting out of 
control is to have a multi-purpose dry chemical extinguisher handy. Baking soda 
works, too, especially on grease fires. If a fire occurs in a pan, says Dave, put the 
lid on. If a fire starts in the oven, close the oven door, and turn off the gas or 
electricity. Open a door or window, and use a fan to draw smoke out of the house. 
The vent fan above the stove can be helpful, too. Act fast and, above all , don't 
panic. 

Now, here are some alternate leads from the above. 

They say nothing teaches like experi~nce. 
But in Lois Deneke's case, the lesson was almost too hot to handle. 

or 

Where there's smoke, there's fire. 
And, as far as Lois Deneke's concerned, the former is worse than the 

latter. 

or 
It's amazing what three strips in the kitchen will do. 
Especially if the strips are bacon-and they catch on fire. 
It all began when ... 

or (next page) 

26 



Homemaker Has Hot Time 

Lois Deneke had a hot time in her kitchen last week. 
She was pretty "smoked up" at what happened then. But now she's 

cool and ready to share her experience with housewives who suddenly 
find themselves in a spot too hot to handle. 

You see, Lois is a state housing and interior design specialist with 
Lincoln University. One of her jobs is to design homes to be safe and 
convenient. 

So she got a firsthand lesson in safety last Thursday when she 
experienced her first kitchen fire. 

" The fire was small and easily extinguished," she said. 
"But I was amazed at the amount of smoke from three strips of 

bacon! 
"I made the error of removing the lid and, believe me, the smoke was 

awful! I ended up having a coughing siege and a sore throat." 
Because of what happened, Lois contacted Dave Baker, extension 

agricultural engineer and safety specialist at the University of Missouri
Columbia, to find out the best way to handle fires. 

"I was interested to learn that there was no good method of putting 
out a fire such as mine," said Lois. "But had I carried theskilletwith the lid 
on out-of-doors, I could have had less of a smoke problem ." 

She said Dave Baker's advice is : 
-Keep a multi-purpose dry chemical fire extinguisher handy (or at 

least a good supply of baking soda). 
-If fire starts in a pan, put the lid on if you can. 
-If the fire is in the oven, shut the door, and shut off the gas or 

electricity. 
-Take care of the smoke. 
" You 'll just have to fan it out," Dave told Lois. 
"You can do that by opening a door or window and using a fan to 

draw the smoke out of the house. The vent fan above the stove can help 
remove smoke, too." 

Dave said it's important to act fast and not to panic. 
In other words ... in case of fire, stay cool! 

Lesson #9 

Keep on Writing 

The best way to test your skill as a feature writer is to write feature 
stories. Then get opinions from readers and writers. Note the writing 
techniques used in the following. 
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He Hob Nobs 
With The Best 
Of Corn 'n' Cobs 

COLUMBIA, Mo.-lf you'd like to hobnob with corncobs. 
Or find the world 's toughest cornstalk. 
Or breed your own corn hybrid. 
See Marcus Zuber. 
The University of Missouri-Columbia agronomy professor, one of the 

world 's leading corn breeders, has just added four more inbred lines to 
his list of " specialty corns." 

That gives him 43 lines. Count 'em ... 43. 
One of his earlier lines, Mo17, is the parent of corn hybrids that 

account for one-seventh of all the corn grown in the United States. 
Geneticists say developing hybrids is child 's play compared to 

developing an inbred line. Inbred lines are the basic blocks from which 
breeders build better plants. 

Of Zuber's 43 lines, 30 are " specialty corns. " 
Some are high in lysine, the amino acid essential for animal and 

human growth, , 
Some are high in amylase, the starch used for making film and 

similar products. 
Some are " high waxy types, " and contain the paste used in making 

adhesives. 
Some are known for their stalk strength. Since 1960, Zuber has more 

than doubled the stalk strength of some of his corn hybrids, making them 
more resistant to lodging-so they won 't topple and fall in bad weather. 
That lodging resistance could save farmers up to 25 percent in yield 
losses in some years. 

And sonie of Zuber's corn gets puffed by millions each year. 
It ends up as corncob pipes. 
See, all the corncob pipes in the world are produced in three 

factories in Missouri-two in Washington and one in St. Clair. They 
produce 25 to 30 million pipes annually, most from corn known for its 
cobs. 

Zuber developed seven inbred lines and four hybrids especially for 
this industry. 

" The pipe people like cobs with a minimum diameter of 1-7/8 inch 
that have enough wood tissue to make a bowl," said Zuber. " They also 
want that wood free from fractures so it doesn 't crack. " 

What with all the corn lines and hybrids he's developed and all the 
uses of corn , Marc Zuber's research touches millions of humans and 
animals each day. 

And that's no pipe dream! 

# 
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