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I NTROOUCTIO 

In addition t o n we of their own ci ie and cir-

culation areas , ather d and writt n by b rs of th ir 

own staffs , the editor s of daily news a r h v a th ir 

disposal today n ws from round h s a e , aero s th 

nation nd throughout th world, deliv red by th ia 

n wsgath rin associations commonly kno a ir 

s rvices . Of the a proxi at ly 1,7 daily n w a r 

in he Uni ed States , "only a cor or so •• • do not u 

on or more of th res na ion 1 n w rvic ."l 

The largest of these s th A sociate Pr s t whic 

s rv s ore than 7 , 600 news a r • n w , and 

r adio and elevi ion station in 75 countri s. 2 

The A sociat d Pr s, lik h o her i r 

services, tries to give the n w pa r its rv t 

news the way they want it . W8 of 0 mm n • int r-

national affairs, and olitic t of cri and disa r, 

of agriculture and labor, is trans itt d in ro ortions 

the editors s o want , a d rmin d by the ana er 

of th bur aus s rvin the . 

1 r ank Luther ot , '!be w in Americ 
(Cambridg, s .: Harvard Univ rsityPre s, 1952), p . 101 . 

2MiJn ograph d data 
corres ondence by James P. 
assistant , Associated Pre 
Oct . 23 , 1957 . 

sen to the author in erson 1 
Hacke t , a inis ra ive 

G n ral Offic, w ork , on 



The editor, i n turn , pick 

articles coming in over the wir . 

nd choo 

Som ori 

2 

fro I 
re run I 

i n full, some ar suppl nt d with or r writt n to in-

elude local facts, so■e ar cut to a ra r p or to , 

and other consigned to th "kill hoo " a th ditor 

concoct a daily news nu they f 1 will b s a peal 

to the inter ta of th ir own rad re. Bo h th ir 

bureau m n and th di or " lay 1 by r "-- tba i , 

they d tennine in uitiY ly , fro h ir own n w jud 

and X rience, wh t tori s o run lon, which OD 0 

cut, and whi ch o ignor. 

Som qua ion hue rl e : o wh X n r 

in tore in tun wi h the press ssoci tion news dis 

the wishe of th editors thy 

portions of the ariou cat gori 

r•? How do th 

of n w thy 

ro

nd ou 

compare to tho e chosen and publi h d by th ditore? 

"In th ab enco or g n ral r on wh n WI r 

ought to pr int , its s or ant o do h t T r can b 

done on finding out wha th y do rin . i is n 

enormous and continuin task. " 3 

t 

The purpo of th study which 11 b d crib d 

in the following pag is o n lyze th content of h 

Missouri stat t letypese ter wire, and to 

made of it by th sixte n afternoon d iliea i 

e wh 

3content of Selected u. S. Dailies up 1 
(Bulletin 16, D partaent of Agricultural Journali 
Uni-.er ity of iecon in) , October, 19 9. 

• i 

a. 

nt 

I 



CH APTER I 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, PAST A PRESE 

In 1848 , comp ti ion in newa- atherin nd or 

ace ss to h newly erec d t le r h in had r ach d 

a oint where som thing h d o iT . Youn S u 1 

Topliff had started i al by be in in , in 1 11, to row 

out 0 t inco in hips d t fro h h uch-

CO T ted Euro an n w • Th 0 U ari y of hi w book 

at he Exchan Hou e i n Bo ton roYid d the 1 off 0 

n w p per di or of th d y th 1 di te ublica ion 

of n w , eT n if it wa a Yera o d wh n 1 reac d 

this country, would i r as rad r. As a con qu nee, 

n w pp rmen b an to 0 OU nd e t h 0 ju 

to ace pt it and prin i at heir o co T ni nc . 

first cop tition too th fo of rowbo 

warfar. Som n wspa r h d th ir own rowbo s a d 

sold new too her p rs , and o e ri•a ly own d boa 

contracted with w aper o d liYer he n w ck ts 

fro the ships. In vit bly, co bina ion w r e f cted , 

and by th iddl 1820, loosely fo d a socia ion wer 

proYidin news to eY r 1 n w a er. 1 
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By 18)0, the coapetition for news had spread to 

the land, and horse expresses were active, eapecially 

thoae arranged by Rew York newspapers to brine th lateat 

intelligence from Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore and 

Washington. T•porary co■binationa were •ployed on 
2 special occaaiona. 

Jamee Gordon Bennett, w o entered the New York 

mornin& daily field in 1835 with hia Herald, illaediately 

took the lead in the newa-catherin& competition. By 18)8 

he had recular correspondents in the principal c.itiea or 

Europe and in the foreign nations o..4' Texas, Mexico and 

Canada in addition to reporters in the aajor citiea of 

the United States. In 1845-46, lthen 16 newapapera teaaed 

up during the Oregon excit•ent to obtain by chartered 

steamer the latest in!"ormation fro England, Bennett 

branded hia opponents the "Holy Alliance.•3 

In 1847, Bennett was leavin& other publisher• far 

behind with his coverace or the Nei:ican ar . With the 

collaboration of the New Qrleana PicaJ'Wle. the BaltiaO[f 

§.!!!land the Philadelphia Ledg1r, he waa runnin& a horae 

expreaa all th way fro■ the border. 4 It waa at this 

point that David Hale, whose Journal or C9111rc1 had 

been the leadin& paper in newa-1atherin1 co■petition 

2 
llig., P• 21. 

40liver Oraali.Jl&, tP--The ~ 2f Hews, (lew York: 
Farrar and Rinehart, Inc., 191;15T, -p;----i4. 
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until Bennett's entry upon the scene, is reported to have 

made a fate.f'ul. decision. Casting aside the dislike 

that he and other members of the so-called "Wall Street 

Preas" felt for the penny sheets in general and Bennett 

in particular, Hale paid a call on Bennett. The meeting 

resulted in an agre•ent by the two ■en to pool their 

resources to cover the Mexican War and the other big 

news of the day. According to Gramlin&, Hale was con

vinced that no one paper could continue indefinitely to 

meet the multiplying problems of individual news collec

tion, and his decision to end the senseless achiam be

tween the 6-cent and 1-cent papers "was the first 

positive step toward co-operative news-gathering after 

years of fumbling, croping, and bitter competition."5 

With the penny press now tacitly recognized by 

the other New York publishers, and with the fiercest 

elements of the competition for news eliminated by the 

Hale-Bennett pact, it was possible in 1848 for the daily 

newspaper publishers in New Tork to attack coamon 

problems. The most important of these was that in

volving access to the telegraph line. The telegraph had 

been in operation for four years, and the publishers were 

just beginning to realize its sipificanca in the gath

ering and publication of news, and were competing 

vigorously for access to the one available wire. 

5 Ibid., pp. 14-15. 
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Gramling describes the proble■: 

Each paper arranged for this (telegraph) news 
independently and paid the full rate to the company; 
there was only one wire available to serve all the New 
York papers; it had its tenninus across the Hudson 
River on the New Jersey shore; the papers had to take 
fifteen-minute turns on the facilities, and all but the 
first in line were out of luck. News waa read aloud 
from the crude Morse ticker to a representative of 
the receiving paper and there was deliberate eaves
dropping and pilfering • 

••• It waa co-on knowledge that the telegraph 
companies were selling news from their various offices 
to anyone with the price in spite of the fact that it 
had been gathered by representatives of the papers 
themselves ••• certain wire enterprises were secretly 
toying with the idea of setting up regular subsidiary 
organizations to gather and transmit news for sale ••• 
papers would be forced to surrender the vital function 
of news-gathering.o 

That was the primary problem to be solved as the 

publishers, and their assistants, of the six moat im

portant New York newspapers met in the office of the 

New I2.!:!, Sun in May, 1848. Although all ten men present 

were newspapermen and one of them was later to write the 

first history of United States journalism, and the subject 

of the conference was news, the exact date of the ■eeting 

ia unrecorded. The reason probably is that those in 

attendance did not envisio.n the formation of a news

gathering agency that woul-<i bla?Jket the world, as was to 

be the case; rather, they met only to try and solve an 

i-ediate and pressing problem, and one which they deemed 

as insignificant in a news sense. As Gramling states 

6 Ibid., P• 20. 



of •the first real co-operative news-gathering organ

ization ••• Its concept was limited and largely selfish."? 

7 

The organization was effected; it was called The 

Associated Press, and Gerard Hallock, Hale's partner on 

the Journal of Commerce, was elected president. Henry 

Raymond, then of the Courier !ru! Enquirer, and Frederic 

Hudson, assistant to Bennett on the Heptld, were appointed 

to negotiate with the telegraph company, and it was 

agreed that a genera.l agent would be employed, a man who 

was familiar with free lance news sources and with the 

general operation of the telegraph. Dr. Alexander Jones, 

an M.D. turned journalist, was to fill this post for the 

first three years. The original member papers, those 

represented at the meeting, were the Journal of Commerce, 

Courier and Enquirer, Herald, Horace Greeley's Tribune, 

the Sun, and the Express. When Raymond founded the Ti.Jiles 

three years later, it was promptly admitted to membership. 

Raymond and Hudson succeeded in reaching an agreement with 

the operator of the New York-Boston telegraph line, and 

the new association started receiving its foreign news 

off the ships arriving at Boston as a group at special 

rates. 8 

Another organization of the same newspapers was 

formed shortly afterward for the purpose of co-operating 

in the gathering of New York Harbor news, and the two 

7 g 
~., PP• 19-21. ill,g., P• 22. 



operations were combined into one formal organization, 

the General News Association of the City of New York, 

in 1856. This CWlbersome name later was dropped in favor 

of the New York Associated Press.9 

The new association iamediately began to take 

advantage of its position. The contract gave the 

Associated Press news priority on the Boston-New York 

wire; it also had reserved the right to sell its news 

to other papers. The Philadelphia Ledger and the 

Baltimore Sun soon were receiving its news, not as 

members but as paying clients 0 Other newspapers 

followed, and the New York group customarily handled 

its business with them as members of various geographical 

groups. Hence there developed such informal associations 

as the Philadelphia Associated Press, New York State 

Associated Press, Southern Associated Press, Western 

Associated Press, and others. 10 In this convenient 

habit, the New York organization sewed the seeds of 

its own eventual destruction. 

The early history of the New York Associated 

Press was filled with its effort to control the news

gathering field, if not to dominate it. When the 

Western Union Company was organized in 1855, agreements 

9Mott, American Journalism (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1950), p. 251. 

lOGramling, 21?.• ill•, pp. 22,29. 

8 



were made which gave the Associated Press low rates and 

the Western Union a monopoly of newspaper business. 11 

With the appointment of Daniel H. Craig, who replaced 

Dr. Jones as general agent in 1851, the Associated Presa 

had a man who was devoted to this cause. For the two 

previous years, as the Associated Press' foreign news 

agent at Halifax, Nova Scotia, where the Cunard Steamers 

docked, and prior to that as an independent newa

gatherer, Craig had demonstrated a remarkable determina

tion, aggressiveness, even ruthlessness, in his efforts 

to deliver the news to his clients before anybody else 

got it. A specialty of his was the use of carrier 

pigeons, which he often dispatched from steamers after 

attaching newa packets to them, and sent them winging 

toward the newspaper offices of his clients. 

The Associated Press, through Craig's heavy 

hand, cracked down on clients using reports of rival 

newsgathering organizations, of which there were some. 

The purpose and policy of the association was to build 

up and maintain a news monopoly, and as Craig declared, 

"we succeeded and compelled the editors to abandon their 

arrangements and come into oura.nl2 Craig resigned or 

was fired under mysterious and dramatic circumstances 

in 1866, and was succeeded by James W. Simonton. 13 

llMott, .QE.• cit., p. 251. 

12Rosewater, 2.£• cit., p. 106. 13!_lli., p. 107. 

9 
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In the ■eantime, the auxiliary associations had 

grown and some of them were beginning to chafe under the 

selfish policies of the New York association, with the 

Western Associated Preas in particular voicing its 

displeasure. The Western papers felt they were receiving 

an inadequate report and paying too much for it. They 

asked for improvement and relief but Craig only cut 

them off entirely, and forced them to beg his pardon 
14 and promise never to repeat the offense. 

After a number of individual conferences and 

much correspondence, principal newspaper publishers of 

several western states met in Indianapolis in 1862 to 

see what could be done about their co111Don problem. This 

was the beginning of a momentous movement, but like the 

1848 meeting in New York, it was insufficiently 

recorded. 15 Joseph Medill, of the Chicago Tribune, was 

appointed chairman of a committee to represent the 

Western press in any negotiations with the New York 

association. The committee went to New York and won in 

negotiations the right to put an agent in the New York_ 

office to prepare and send two extra dispatches, of 
16 course at an increased price. 

Organized informally in 1862, the Western 

Associated Press decided to incorporate under a new 

14Ibid., p. 113. 15 Ibid., p. 114. 
16Ibid. 



Michigan Law in 1864, and in 1866, the year of Craig's 

departure, grew bold enough to issue the New York 

association an ultimatum. The Western association i n

formed New York that: 

••• The Western Associated Press proposes to get 
news from all parties who have news to sell ••• to take 
the regular report of the New York Press at Buffalo 
and provide for its transmission to the various 
western cities. For this news, they will pay their 
own equitable proportion of the cost of collection ••• 
to appoint their own agent in New York.17 

The New York Associated Preas answered as ex

pected that it would "permit no newspaper accepting its 

news to enter into any arrangement with any rival or

ganization." The Western leaders then proceeded to make 

a contract with the United States and European tele

graphic News Association, and appointed aa their general 

agent none other than their old nemesis, Daniel H. Craig. 

There followed a struggle in which the New York Asso

ciated Press threatened to come apart at the sea■s, but 

the Western Associated Press, also torn by dissension 

in its ranks, failed to press its advantage properly. 

An agreement signed in January, 1867, gave the western 

association some concessions that were ■ore apparent than 

real, but the death struggle was ended, at least for 
18 the ti.me being. 

17Ibid., p. 119. 

18Ibid., pp. 117-128. 

11 



In 1869, Henry George wae turned down sUJU1arily 

in his effort to obtain Associated Press news for the 

San Francisco Herald and set up an independent news

gathering agency. It wae to become, in turn, the Haeson 

News Association, then the American Press Association, 

then the National Aeaociated Press Company, and finally, 

the United Press. Under this last name--not to be con

fused with present-day United Press Associations--it was 

to play an important role in the final outcome of the 

struggle between the Western and New York Associated 

Press.19 

By 1880, friction between the New York and 

Western associations had reached the boiling point again, 

particularly involving territorial claims. New negotia

tions ensued, with the Western Union as an intereeted 

party. The telegraph company had quarreled with the 

New York association and wae making plans to set up 

its own news-gathering service, with the aim of taking 

over all the clients of the Associated Press. For some 

not entirely explained reason, the Western Associated 

Press threw its support to the New York group, helping 

12 

to mediate a peace between the other two. 20 A significant 

new plan grew out of it. 

This was the joint board of control, in which the 

19Ibid., pp. 148-156. 20Ibid., pp. 167-168. 
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New York association and the Western association each had 

two members, with the New York group having also the 

right to a third member as chairman. William Henry Smith, 

general manager of the Western Associated Press, was 

promoted to the general managership of the combined 

organizations. His getting that position probably con

tributed to the willingness of the Western association 

to agree to the joint control plan, which gave the New 

York association the controlling votes in th@ governing 

collllllittee. The two associations retained their previous 

territorial rights, with the exception that New York 

surrendered California and Colorado--points of conten

tion in the dispute--to the Western organization. 21 

The joint control plan seemed to work very well 

indeed, and in 1887 the contract was extended for another 

five years. In the meantime however, the rival United 

Press seemed to be growing in number and strength. 

Walter Polk Phillips had assWDed the general manager

ship and was puehing for a news service which knew no 

geographic divisions. Of his two principal associates 

one, William M. Laffan, held a peculiar position. He 

was business manager of the New York Sun, published 

by Charles A. Dana, who was the chairman of the joint 

board of control of the New York and Western Associated 

Press. John R. Walsh, Chicago banker and co-owner of 

21Ibid., p. 168-169. 



14 
the Chicago Herald, was the other.22 

During this pe~iod, especially in the eighties, 

the news-gathering services were both expanding and 

taking advantage of technological improvements. As the 

population grew and sp~ad westward and southward, more 

dailies sprang up; there was more demand for the wire 

services. The cable across the Atlantic had been success

fully completed in 1866, and news of Europe was now being 

transmitted with astonishing rapidity. As a result, 

ties with the Reuter Company and its affiliates were 

strengthened, and experienced journalists were put in 

charge of offices in London and Liverpool. Lines also 

were extended to Chile and Brazil, and South American 

news became more important. The use of leased wires 

was begun during the eighties, and the typewriter, intro

duced in 1884, was quickly put to use by operators 

receiving Morse code message~ over the wires. 23 

The line between the devious and the straight 

and narrow became obscured as the Associated Press and 

United Press scrapped for new members and clients across 

the country. It was an advantage to the latter to be 

able to sell its service to some Associated Press member 

who wanted to keep any rival from buying it and starting 

a competing paper. Also, the United Press is reported 

22Ibid., p. 170. 23Ibid., pp. 174-175. 



to have encouraged the launching of new papers to add 

to its patronage, and to have taken on a number of papers 

shut out by the Associated Press. 24 

Gradually, howeYer, a curious amity between the 

two big riyals began to be noticed, and western members, 

particularly, were made suspicious by Associated Press 

reports to them appearing also in the United Press 

reports of rival newspapers. A resolution ordering an 

inquiry into the relations existing between the Western 

Associated Press and the United Press was adopted at the 

former's 1890 meeting. The result of the inquiry, 

stunning to members of the Western association, was the 

discovery of a covert agreement between the United Press 

and members of the joint board of control of the Asso

ciated Press. Rosewater describes the deTelopments: 

As the United Press had gained ground, despite 
an uphill climb, its commercial possibilities had 
loomed larg~r and larger. It became clear ••• that 

15 

the revenues could be immensely expanded, and the 
expenditures greatly curtailed, by harmonious re
lation8 with the Associated Preas. The idea was "sold" 
••• to the members of the Joint ExecutiYe Committee ••• 
of the Associated Press, and a policy of reciprocity 
inaugurated. The effective part of the understanding 
consisted in an txchang♦ of news between the two 
ostensibly "opposing" associations. Competition, 
henceforth, was to be limited to enlarging the number 
of members and clients, and inferentially, getting out 
of them all the traffic would reasonably bear. At 
first but a working plan, legal form and binding 
obligation were added by execution of a trust agreement 
dated October 1, 1885, over the signatures of Walter 
P. Phillips and others, as controlling stockholders 
of the United Press, and John R. Walsh, of the 

24Ibid., p. 180. 



Chicago Herald, as "trustee." 

By this instrument, 480 shares of the stock of 
the United Press of New York, out of the 800 repre
senting its total capitalization, were pooled in the 
name of John R. Walsh ••• Certificates for half of 
these pooled shares were bought and paid for at par 
by Charles A. Dana, Whitelaw Reid, Richard Smith 
and W. N. Haldeman, members of the joint executive 
committee. In the delivery, one-third of the shares 
bought by Smith and Haldeman were issued at their 
request to William Henry Smith, general manager of the 
Associated Press ••• "Shortly thereafter a 100 per cent 
dividend was declared and paid to these individuals 
on this stock."25 

The arrangement proved so profitable that the 

United Press was re-incorporated, under Illinois laws, 

in 1887. The powers of the corporation were enlarged; 

capitalization was increased to $1,000,000. In a second 

trust agreement, the new United Press bought the 480 

shares of the old United Press involved in the deal with 

the Associated Press executive committee, repaying the 

investment of those concerned in full the second time. 

Then they were issued, without further consideration, 

fifty shares of stock in the new United Press for every 

one held in the old arrangement. Thus the six Associated 

Press men shared holdings totaling $367,500. 26 

Despite the strength of the circumstantial 

evidence against these men, the committee found ex

tenuating conditions which seeaed to equal or outweigh 

the disadvantages, and reached the conclusion that it 

25Ibid., pp. 183-184 26Ibid., pp. 184-186. 

16 



would be "useless now to attempt a complete separation 

of the Associated Press and the United Press.n27 A 

year later, however, when the full report was presented 

to the Western association at its 1891 meeting, the 

1 

two members of the joint executive committee were removed. 

William Henry Smith was retained, however, as general 

manager. The c ntract with the United Press was found 

to be illegal and notice of abrogation ~as sent.28 

Victor F. Lawson, publisher of the Chicago Daily 

News, who headed the special committee that revealed 

the undercover agreement between the United Press and 

the joint board, was elected to head the West's recon

stituted executive committee, and his group set to work 

to weld the Weatern Associated Press and its affiliates 

into a more compact front. Particularly important was 

the Southern Associated Press, which was to be the 

central figure in a new pitched battle with the United 

Press. It was partially because of his influence with 

the auxiliary associations, especially the South, that 
29 Saith was retained as general manager. 

Looking forward to the transformation of the 

Western association into a national organization, the 

association was incorporated under the laws of the state 

27Ibid., pp. 187-189. 

28Gramling, 2.E.• cit., pp. 114-115. 

29Ibid., pp. 117-118. 



of Illinois as The Associated Press of Illinois, in 

December, 1892. Negotiations with the United Press were 

continuing, but the Western organization was moving 

rapidly to head off a clean sweep by the United Press 

of the remnants of the New York Associated Press. 

The split over the joint committee scandal had 

spelled the end for the New York Associated Press. 

Charles A. Dana pulled his Sun and Whitelaw Reid hi s 

Tribune out of the New York association and cast their 

lots with the United Press. The Western association 

believed the United P-ress was making arrangements to 

take over everything that remained of the New York 

organization at the beginning of 1893--its foreign re

pcr't, its w~res and news-gathering facilities, its New 

York and Washington budgets, and most of the old organi

zation's members as well as all the "outside" clients. 30 

To be prepared for any possibility, the Asso

ciated Press of Illinois met in Chicago the same day of 

its incorporation. Sixty-five newspaper members agreed 

on a set of by-laws establishing the association as a 

non-profit, co-operative news-gathering organization. 

William Penn Nixon was elected president, and the execu

tive committee was composed of Lawson; Colonel Frederick 

Driscoll of the St. Paul Pioneer-Press, and Charles W. 

Knapp, of the St. Louis Republic. At the same time, 

18 



the association approTed a contract to be made with the 

United Press, in which the two organizations would 

agree to a diTision of territory and would deal jointly 

with the Reuter Company and its affiliates in Europe, 

with the auxiliary associations to be diTided between 

the two. So carefully were the details of the plan 

worked out that it seems highly unlikely either or

ganization was going into it only as a ruse to lull the 

other into a false sense of complacency. Yet this is 

what each accused the other, in effect, of doing when 

the proposed arrangement fell through.31 

During the first half of 1893, attention was 

focused on the final effort of the two associations to 

reach an agreement. The United Preas wanted $104,000 

yearly in addition to the territorial diTisions, while 

the Associated Presa was willing to pay only $75,000. 

The former refused to consider any compromise offer. 

Lawson and Knapp seemed inclined to giTe in and agree 

to the United Press' terms, but Colonel Driscoll held 

out. 

" ••• If they will be unreasonable in this, what 

is to preTent the■ from stating their own terms upon 

which they will accept eTen the $104,000? Bear in mind 

it is not as though we were treating with honorable 

31Rosewater, 2£• cit., pp. 207-16. 
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gentlemen.n32 

In July, 1893, the directors of the Associated 

Press instructed the general manager to make preparatione 

for a full foreign and domestic independent news service, 

but Lawson voted against the resolution, still hoping 

for a truce with the opposition agency. He made, with 

the directors' permission, an offer of $95,000 yearly 

20 

for a ten-year contract with the United Press, but was 

summarily turned down. General Manager Melville E. Stone, 

in arranging for the reception of the United Press' 

service to continue througn December, secured the oral 

agreement of John R. Walsh of the rival association for 

a truce in the raids on each other's members and clients. 
, 

When on August 1 the Western· Asaociated Press went out 

of existence and the Chicago Tribune took the opportunity 

to switch over to the United Press rather than join the 

new Associated Press of Illinois, the latter decided 

not to consider it a violation of the truce. But when 

the Louisville Courier Journal did the same thing nearly 

a month later, the Associated Press decided the truce 

had been violated and formally declared the United Press 

and the newspapers in the Western area served by it 

antagonistic to the Associated Press. Even so, one more 

32charles H. Dennis, Victor Lawson--His Time and 
His Work (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, ffl5):-
PP• 2ffl)-203. 



attempt to make peace with the New York organization 

was attempted, through a special committee of the 

Associated Press ■anbers considered friendly to the other 

agency. These men, too, failed to make any headway, 

and on September 7, 1893, the executive comaittee of the 

Associated Press issued an effective declaration of war 

by notifying the United Press that all relations between 

the two organizations were at an end. 33 

Shortly after the re-incorporation of the western 

group, Melville E. Stone was invited to become general 

manager. One of his first acts was to go to Europe and · 

complete a transaction which gave his association en 

exclusive ten-year contract with the Reuter Company and 

its affiliates, the Havas and Wolff agencies, which 

dominated European news-gathering. Armed with this 

valuable connection, and convinced finally that the 

United Press would not agree to any reasonable terms, 

the leaders of the Associated Press geared themselves 

for a showdown session at Chicago in October, 1893. 

21 

Lawson told the assembled publishers of the plans 

to carry on the fight, and of the money it would require. 

The Associated Press' biggest disadvantage, he said, was 

the belief--frightening especially to individual newspaper 

with a side to choose--that the western co-operative was 

33Ibid., pp. 203-204. 
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substentially bankrupt and would not b able to continu 

in the competition ■uch longer. He and oth r apeakers 

then laid the issue b tore the new pap rmen: Did thy wan 

to give up the fight now or did they w nt to rai a war 

chest that would see them through it succ sfully? Lawson 

himself kicked it off with a $20,000 pled e, and th final 

total, including ao■e pl dges th t caae in aubeequ nt 

to the meetin, w $550,000. 34 

Only a week later , Lawson, Ston nd Charles S. 

Diehl, then w assistant g ner 1 mana er, w r int e Est 

seeking convert a ong the Unit d Pr ea clients. One 

of the earli st was Frank B. Noyes, of th Waehington 

Star. Noyes investigat d a cl • by Diehl that the Unit d 

Press, not his grou, was the org nization ne rin 

coll~pse. He found it waa tru, nd not only align 

his paper wi th the A sociat d Pr s, but join d the ca■-

paign to woo others away fro h r i va l agency. The c -

paign was trea ndou ucces, nd th we t ern leaders 

went back ho convinced th fight was virtually won, th 

enemy all but de troyed. 35 

The Unit d Pr ss w s still h n in on, how ver, 

thanks ostly to financi 1 support fro• its big paper 

■embers, in 1894 when Lawson wa s el cted pre id nt of th 

3¼ra lin, 2,2. cit., pp. 126-129. 

35Ibid., pp. 129-132. 
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Associated Press. The United Preas still had the Sun, the 

Tribune, the Time1. and other New York papers, but lost 

the World, the Evening Post, and the Staate-Zeitung, and 

the Brooklyn Eagle to the Associated Press on its foray 

into the East. In the meantime, the battlefront swung 

southward, where the Southern Associated Press was waiting 

to cast its lot with the winner. The Southern association 

had notified both rivals tha t it would abide by a tripar

tite contract jointly executed, but it was common know

ledge that most Southern members were sympathetic to the 

United Press. For this reason, the AssociatP.d Press of 

Illinois offered the New Orleans papers full membership, 

and they accepted. The angered Southern association 

issued an ultimatum to the New Orleans group to pay at 

the old ~ate, was turned down, and threw its fortunes with 

the United Press. This netted the eastern association 

forty papers in one haul. The Associated Press had a 

friend, however, in the publisher of the Chattanooga 

'il..lD.ll, Adolph S. Ochs. Ochs came into the Associated Press 

on an individual basis, and persuaded the association to 

leave the door open for other southern papers to do so.3 6 

After another series of conferences and negotia

tions aimed at an agreement between the two bitter rivals, 

the war was continued. Three years passed with no cessa

tion of the struggle, a particularly strong financial 

36Rosewater, 2.£• cit., pp. 236-2)8. 



drain on the big papers carrying the load for the United 

Press. Finally the inevitable began to occur. The J!!!! 

York Times collapsed, partially because of its burden of 

helping to support the United Press, and soon changed 

ownership. Oc was the new owner. James Gordon Bennett 

24 

Jr. tired of the irritation and constant financial drain, 

and the New York Herald changed over to the Associated 

Press. The proprietor of the Boston Herald and president 

of the New England Associated Press, John H. Holmes, here

tofore an outspoken advocate of the United Press, de

fected and joined the opposition. Other New York papers 

followed the Herald, including the Times, the Tribune, 

and the Telegram, leaving only the Sun, Evening Sun, and 

the Journal in the United Press fold. On April 7, 1897, 

the United Press, having declared bankruptcy, ended its 

news service. 37 

The war was over at last, and the Associated Press 

of Illinois was alone and supreme in its field. The New 

York Associated Press had gone out of business quietly 

on December 31, 1892, the United Press taking over most 

of its services, facilities and clients. Now the United 

Press, too, was dead, and there remained only the region

al associations, all of them dependent on the Associated 

Press of Illinois for their foreign and domestic news. 

37Ibid., pp. 245-246. 



These various regional groups included the New York State 

Associated Press, composed of papers outside New York 

City; the New England Associated Press, the Philadelphia 

Associated Press, the Baltimore Associated Press, the 

Northwestern Associated Press, the Kansas and Missouri 

Association, the Southern Associated Press, and in San 

Francisco, the Call-Union-Bulletin service, allied with 

the New York Associated Press , and the Chronicle service, 
-g 

operating under the Western organization. ) All of these 

organizations had existed at one time or another during 

the years of the struggle, although not necessarily as 

formal, incorporated associations. There were, in addi 

tion, papers primarily in the South and Far West receiving 

reports from the New York Associated Press. 

Credited with turning the tide in favor of the 

Western association in the long and costly struggle was 

the co-operative principle under which it chose to oper

ate. Newspaper publishers, for the most part, turned 

al.most instinctively to the organization in which they 

would be full-fledged members, with a chance to have a 

voice in the policies and operations, rather than to 

the corporation organized for profit, in which the clients 

38M.E.S.--His Book (New York: Harper and Brothers 
1918), p. 29; a collection of articles, sketches, personai 
tributes and addresses, presented to Melville E. Stone 
in 1918 in recognition of his 25 years as general manager 
of the Associated Press.) 
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were to have no voice in its affairs.39 

The Associated Press was not, of course, to re

main without opposition. Even among the rubble of defeat, 

from papers unwilling or unable to obtain service from 

the victorious organization, were laid the foundations for 

what were to become the two major opposition wire services 

of tha present day. However, these two--the United Press 

Associations and the International News Service--never 

became involved in a life-or-death struggle with the 

Associated Press, coming as they did in a later period 

when there seemed to be room for all three. 

The Associated Press was not without troubles, 

however. Its next big problem was not long in coming, 

although it pro,ed to be internal and legal, rather than 

external and economic. In January, 1898, only a few 

months after the collapse of the United Press, the Chicago 

Inter-Ocean filed suit against the Associated Press after 

having been suspended for violation of one of the member

ship regulations, in this case supplying news to and 

I receiving it from the New York Sun, an "antagonistic" 

paper. Defeated in the lower court, the Inter-Ocean 

appealed, lost again in appellate court, and finally, 

after two years, won on February 19, 1900, a Supreme Court 

of Illinois decision that was to force the Associated Pres 

39oennis, 2.1?.• ill·, p. 205. 



once again to change its basic organization. The Supreme 

Court ruling held that the news service was in the nature 

of a public utility because of a section in its charter 

stating as one of its purposes "to erect, lease, or sell 

telegraph and telephone lines." The Associated Presa 

had never engaged in this business, but its hastily 

worded charter placed it in the unfavorable position of 

having to be classed as a public utility and made it 

necessary for the association's leaders once more to do 

some fast and effective maneuvering.40 

27 

Faced with the unpleasant prospect of having to 

admit to membership not only the Inter-Ocean, but all 

newspapers on request, the Associated Press decided on 

another move, literally, which was calculated to retain 

its basic principle of operation by and for its membership 

alone. The fact that a Missouri decision, involving the 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch and the St. Louis Star, had been 

as favorable to the Associated Press as the Illinois 

decision was unfavorable, only added a touch of irony. 

An unquestionable indication that something of a 

startling nature was planned came at the annual meeting 

of the Associated Press of Illinois in 1900. All officers 

of the organization, including General Manager Stone, 

refused re-election, and a new slate was elected. A 

40ilosewater, Q.E.• cit., pp. 260-265. 
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week later, a certificate of incorporation was issued to 

"The Associated Preas of New York," with the application 

signed by leaders of the Illinois corporation and Stone 

sending out invitations to newspapers to join. The new 

organization wa incorporated under a New York law pro

viding for the legal status of social clubs, charities, 

agricultural societies, and stock exchanges. Its purpose 

was very carefully defined by precise wording: It was 

"not to make a profit, nor to ■ake or declare dividends, 

and ••• not to engage in the business of selling intelli-
I 

gence nor traf fic i n t he same." Its purpose was to gather j 

"all kinds of information and intelligence ••• for the use 

and benefit of i t s members." 

After an i nvest i gati on of the New York set-up by 

a corumittee representing t he Illinoi s association, the 

Illinois organization was disbanded; its property and 

business were transferred to the New York association. 

The controversy with the Inter-Ocean had been "amicably 

arbitrated," and all was well again. A court challenge 

of the transfer, filed by the New Jork Journal, resulted 

in confil"llation of its legitimacy.41 Frank B. Noyes was 

elected president and Stone general manager, and both were 

to continue in these positions for many years. 

Two major accomplishments by Stone deserve 



description in any history of the Associated Press. The 

first was the extension of the foreign news service, dur

ing the first decade of this century, by personally per

suading the rulers of France, Italy, Germany and Russia 

to eliminate censorship and obstacles to freedom of news

gathering, and to give news dispatches priority on the 

wires. The second was a verdict of the United States 

Supreme Court, in 1919, establishing the property right 

i n the news. Thi s came about as the result of a suit 

filed by the Associated Press against the International 

News Service , whic'1 had been pirating news dispatches 

from Associated Press papers after they first appeared 

in papers on the East or West Coasts and sending them out 

to its own clients. The Court held that t ere was at 

least a quasi-property in news, and that t he practice 

of appropriating an opposition news agency's dispatches 

for its own commercial profits represented unfiiir compe

tition in business. 42 

Stone continued as general manager of the Asso

ciated Press until 1920, when he took a leave of absence, 

and in 1921 retired to the position of counselor. He 

died in 1929. Stone was succeeded by Frederick Roy 

Martin, who held the post for five years. On Martin's 

resignation, Kent Cooper became general manager in 1926. 

42Ibid., pp. 284-289. 
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He in turn was succeeded by Frank Starzel in 1946. 

Noyes remained ae president of the Associated 

Presa until 1938, when he was succeeded by Robert McLean, 

publisher of the Philadelphia Bulletin. McLean was presi

dent for 19 years, retiring in 1957, and was replaced by 

Benjamin McKelway of the Washington~' the same news

paper that gave the Associated Press of New York its 

first president, Noyes. 

Still one more major change was to come in Asso

ciated Press membership provisions, and it too was to 

result from a legal challenge. In August, 1942, the re

cently organized Chicago Sun, denied an Associated Press 

membership by the Chicago Tribune, under the news ser

vice's bylaws, succeeded in getting federal anti-trust 

action filed against the Associated Press. Since the 

Sun was a supporter of President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

and the Tribune perhaps his most outspoken critic, a cry 

of politics arose, especially after the federal court of 

the Southern District of New York ordered the Associated 

Press to change its bylaws after a summary hearing in 

October of the same year. However, the Supreme Court up

held the ruling l n June, 1945, and tho Associated Press 

in November amended its bylaws to conform, and admitted 

the Sun and several other newspapers which had been denied 

membership for simi lar reasons. 
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The membership provision in question was one 

which stipulated that in a field where there was already 

an Associated Press ■ember, a new applicant could be ad

mitted only on payment of ten per cent of the total as

sessments by the Associated Press in that field since its 

reorganization in 1900, unless the existing member waived 

the payment. The Tribune refused to waive the payment, 

which would have amounted to $334,250.46. Although the 

decision was an adverse one from the Associated Press' 

point of view, it did have one beneficia l result: Accord

to Mott, "the stigma of monopolistic practice attached to 

the Associated Press throughout its century of existence 

••• appeared to have been removed by the ••• decision of 

1945.n43 

The Associated Press today, still a non-profit 

cooperative, is a tremendously big business, operating on 

a yearly budget of $32,000,000. It has more than 7,500 

persons on its regular payroll and transmits approximately 

5,000,000 words a day through teletype and radio circuits 

to members and subscribers, plus hundreds of news pic

tures daily by wirephoto to newspapers and television 

stations.44 

' 

43Mott, American Journalism, pp. 773-75. 

44Hackett, 212,. cit. 



CHAPTER II 

ASSOCIATED PRESS OPERATIONS 

Operating out of the world's largest newsroom, at 

50 Rockefeller Plaza in New York City, the Associated 

Press keeps the news flowing around the clock at a rate of 

more than 200,000 words an hour. In the United States 

alone, the Associated Press has approximately 400,000 

miles of leased wires and more than 100 bureaus and of

fices. 1 The mair,. artery, the great trunk line of the news 

service is its A wire, which serves all the regional bu

reaus and connects directly with virtually all of the lar

ger newspapers in the nation. 

Mott captures the spirit, if not the speed, of the 

trunk line with this description: 

The A wire ••• goes on, clickety-clack, day and 
night, in its three cycles each 24 hours, without 
pause for holidays or anything else ••• When the early 
cycle closes at 8 in the morning {in New York) 5 o' 
clock editions of a.m.•s on the Pacific Coast are just 
going to press.2 

The A wire transmits news of general interest 

only. Theoretically at least, any news items on the A 

wire will have just as much appeal for a medium-sized 

daily in Alabama as it will for the San Francisco 

lHackett, mimeographed data, Oct. 23, 1957. 

2Mott, The News in America, pp. 131-132. 



Chronicle. A supplementary trunk line, the B wire, con

tains items of regional interest, and also is used for 

messages and schedules. Two other national wires, which 

unlike the A and B operate for only short periods daily, 

are the specialized D and SP (sports) wires, the former 

intended for the transmission of routine financial news. 

In addition there are news wires for certain regions, for 

example the C wire for the East Coast, the E wire for New 

England, the G wire for the South. 

The Kansas City bureau is from an operational 

standpoint second in importance only to the New York 

office. From its pivotal geographical position, the Kan

sas City bureau serves the western half of the nation in 

much the same manner that New York does the eastern half. 

The Kansas City office intercepts the eastern wires, tai

loring them to meet western needs, and re-transmits them. 

The B wire is filed manually from Kansas City 24 hours a 

day; the A wire from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. CST. 

33 

The Kansas City bureau is unique in the Associated 

Press' operational system, there being no other full

fledged divisional points. However, several other bureaus 

do handle special assignments: The Baltimore office re

lays to West Virginia, the Columbus, Ohio, bureau to 

Cincinnati, the Minneapolis office to the Dakotas, the 

Newark office to Delaware, and the Philadelphia bureau 

handles copy from Delaware. Similarly, in the west, 



~ 

,. , ,--
au nHCJICO \ '\, , 

-: ,, , , , 
LOI HDJ,1.U .. 

\ 

,' { ;:zawww 
I 

I\~ , I ........ 
' I . ~'n-- ---rn,z· I \ --', : \ L... 

I ', j--
~ ' I 

-· ~:a;----rl. I " I 
/ I 
I D 
f I 
I ......__ __ 

' ~ --------
, I 

1_..41.allOOaQV&~~Ol'Uaca CJff \ 
,.,_11 /"j l I , 

I I ~ 
I I 
I I ~u.u 

~ - -J =~,R:u--
...... -·--

- -• .!C -

. ') ~ 

i gure 1 . As soc~dted Pres 
Solid linea join principal A. P. bur 

t o other s tates by cer tain bureaus. 

trunk wire connections to United States bureaus. 
us . Dotted l i nes i ndicate special relay services 

San Franci sco senes Hawai i ; Seattle serves Alas ·1 ~ 



35 

Denver serves Wyoming and Montana, Los Angeles relays to 

Las Vegas and southern Nevada, Salt Lake City to Idaho, 

San Francisco to northern Nevada and to Hawaii, and 

Seattle to Alaska. Seattle also has connection with 

Canadian press through Vancouver and trunks some western 

Canada news, particularly that of British Columbia. 

At a more localized level, the Associated Press 

feeds its news to the medium and smaller sized newspapers 

through a system of circuits for states or combinations of 

states. By utilizing a system of splits, bureaus are able I 
to serve two or m e s t ates on one wire. The split is a 

brief period when the main bureau withholds its service, 

and offices in each state transmit news of interest to the 

state's papers only. A primary example is news from the 

state capital. The Kansas City bureau serves four states 

on what is known as the Missouri-Kansas wire. Arkansas 

and Oklahoma also are served on this wire. Bureaus at 

Little Rock and Oklahoma City provide news of their res

pective states to members during the splits, and Missouri 

and Kansas receive news of special interest during splits 

with Kansas City transmitting articles gathered in from 

St. Louis and Jefferson City bureaus for Missouri points, 

and from Topeka and other Kansas cities for Kansas papers. 

In addition to newspapers in the four states, Memphis, 

Tenn., receives the Arkansas wire service, and Lincoln, 

Neb., receives the Kansas wire on Sunday night only. 

I 
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These state circuits are teletypesetter wires, 

rather than teletype wires as are the A and other wires 

of greater scope. The teletypesetter, or TTS, wires, 

adopted by Associated Press members in most states in the 

early 1950s, are characterized by shorter lines, justi

fied to fit one line of type in an ordinary sized news

paper column, and by the use of both capital and lower 

case letters. The member paper may receive a pre

punched tape along with the visual, or monitor, copy on 

paper. The tape, attached to an especially equipped 

typesetting machine, conver~s the Associated Press news 

automatically into type. Some editors prefer to have 

only the monitor copy, however, for the greater freedom 

of editing, and have the copy, once edited locally, set 

on their own machines by human operators. 

The TTS wire is designed primarily, although not 

exclusively, for newspapers which receive only the one 

wire service. It contains the major news stories of the 

day as taken from the A wire, the B wire, and the SP and 

D wires, in addition to state news. It is possible for 

a newspaper to present a quite satisfactory account of 

the day's happenings in the worl d, the nation, region, 

state and immediate area by the simple combination of 

the TTS wire and the local staff. Many of the smaller 

papers, in fact, are operating in this manner. However, 

many newspapers use the TTS wire as a supplement to other 



wires, taking it primarily for the state news it offers. 

Only the largest metropolitan papers for the most part 

forego the use of the TTS wire service altogether, and 

these usually profit indirectly by it, since the Associ

ated Press bureaus are often located in their buildings 

and send the state news off the TTS wire to their news 

desks by pneumatic tube. 
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The teletypesetter influence also has spread to 

the trunk lines. The Associated Press now has a TA wire , 

which is a teletypesetter version of the A wire, and which 

like its counterpart operates 24 hours a day. Many news

papers receiving the state TTS circuit service get a head 

start on their news by taking the TA wi re from 1 to 6 a.m. 

daily. The stories on the TA wi re almost invariably are 

repeated on the TTS wire, but the editors have the ad

vantage of having the news ready and waiting for them 

when they begin work. Also, the SP wire now has a TTS 

counterpart, and many newspapers geared to TTS service 

prefer this to the SP wire.3 

The foregoing has been an attempt to describe 

briefly the Associated Press• wire services for news

papers. Of course, there are additional wires, especially 

the radio wire which serves radio and television stations, 

3Information in this chapter was obtained per
sonally from the Kansas City AP bureau officials and 
other sources. 



and the wirephoto system. Also, the newspapers often 

receive competing wire services, such as those of the 

United Press Associations, and the International News 

Service, both of whom have similar operations. However, 

the study with which this thesis"' ·is concerned is of the 

content of the Associated Press TTS wire, and the effort 

here is to explain the manner in which the TTS wire 

operates, and its relationship to other wires. 

A brief mention of one other wire used by the 

Associated Press will suffi ce to set the stage for the 

chapters to follow. Thi~ is the news collection wire, 

which connects bureaus with their branch offices, such 

38 

as those in state capitals or other ajor cities. As its 

name implies, the wire is used for the gathering in of 

news to be disseminated on the TTS and other wires, and 

not primarily as a news circuit to papers. However, it 

does serve this latter purpose as well. Especially, it 

is used in some cases as a pony, or abbreviated, service 

to small~r newspapers to whom the wire is geographically 

convenient. 



CHAPTER III 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IN MISSOURI 

The Associated Press has thirty-six daily news

papers in Missouri on its membership rolls. These range 

from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, with a weekday circu

lation of 396,603, to such small dailies as the Cameron 

News-Observer with 1,460 subscribers. 1 The Post-Dispatch 

and nine other newspapers in five Missouri cities were 

charter member of the issociated Pr es s on i ts re-organi

zation under New York laws i n 1900. Other charter members 

are the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Kansas City Star and 

Times, Joplin Globe and News-Herald, St. Joseph Gazette 

and News-Press, and the Springfield Daily News and the 

Leader and Press. 2 

All of the thirty-six newspapers receive one or 

more of the news wires. In addition, ten of the papers 

receive and send Wirephotos, thirteen receive telemats, 3 

and thirty-seven receive mail news and features. Fifty-

11957 Editor & Publisher International Yearbook, 
Vol. 90, ~9, pp. 94-98. 

2Personal correspondence from Daniel DeLuce, gen
eral executive, Associated Press, New York, July 1, 1957. 

3wirephoto is the AP's copyrighted name for pic
tures transmitted by wire. Telemats, also an AP trade
mark, are stereotyping mats of pictures mailed to members. 
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three radio stations and nine television stations in Mis

souri also receive AP news service . Eight of the tele

vision stations also receive and send Wirephotos.4 

Six newspapers in three cities receive the ser-, 
vice of the main trunk lines of the AP. These are the ~ 

Kansas City Star and Times, the St. Louis Globe-Democrat 

and Post-Dispatch, and the St. Joseph Gazette and News

Press. The St. Joseph papers and the Springfie ld News 

receive the TTS sports wire , which carries top national 

and area spo• s stories . Th e Kansas City and St. Louis 

newspapers receiv~ the SP wire , and also receive tube 

service on the Dwire . 

Twenty-one Missouri dailies receive the state TTS 

wire, sixteen afternoon anc five morning paper s . All of 

the five r~ceiving TTS service for A. M.' s are affiliated 

with afternoon dailies receiving the day wire . The 

twenty-one TTS papers, with morning dailies indicated in 

parentheses, ar e a s f ollows: Cape Girardeau Southeast 

Missourian , Carthage Press, Columbia Missourian, Columbia 

Tribune , Hannibal Courier-Post, Jefferson City Capital

News (M) and Post-Tri bune , Joplin Globe (M) and News

Herald, Kennett Daily Dunklin Democrat , Macon Chronicle

Her ald , Moberly Monitor-Index, Nevada Mail, Poplar Bluff 

American Republic, St . Joseph Gazette (M) and News-Press , 

Sedalia Capital (M) and Democrat, Sikeston Standard, 

4oeLuc e , 2.1?.• cit. 
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Figure 2 . Locations of Associated Press wire ser
vice subscriber members in Missouri . Solid lines connect 
teletypesetter (TTS) wire points, listed in capital let
ters . Dash lines join pony service recipients , listed in 
capital and lower case letters, and news collection points , 
listed in capitals. West Plains , not j oined to any of the 
others , is served by the AP ' s radio wire . 
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Springfield News (M) and Leader and Press. 

Ten Missouri afternoon dailies, located primarily 

in central and north central Missouri, receive a special 

abbreviated report, known as a pony service, four hours a 

day, from 10 o'clock in the morning until 2 in the after

noon (S o'clock until noon on Saturdays.) The service is 

provided on the Missouri news collection wire, which 

stretches from Kansas City to Jefferson City to St. Louis 

to Columbia to St. Joseph and bac.· to Kansas City. Dai 

lies in that vicinity receiving the pony service are: 

Boonville News, Brookfield News-Bulletin, Carrollton Demo

crat, Chillicothe Constitution-Tribune, Fulton Sun-

Ga:t t~, Marshall Democrat-News, MaryYille Forum, Mexico 

Ledger, Trenton Republican-Times, and Cameron --™,-Ob

server. One newspaper, the West Plains Quill, rece ves 

the AP radio wire under a special arrangement because it 

is not in proximity to the news collection wire. The pa

pers on this pony line get a 2 ,500-word summary of all the 

national and regional news at the beginning of each day 

and again shortly before the transmission period ends. 

During the remainder of the time they receive state news 

as it comes up in regular transit from the three bureaus 

and other news-gathering points on the news collection 

wire.5 

5rnformation received personally from Calvin 
Mannon, assistant manager of the AP bureau in Kansas City, 
Feb. 9, 1957. 
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Four newspaper units in three cities receive 

competing wire services in addition to the TTS wire of the 

AP. These are the Columbia Missourian, which is a United 

Press client; Columbia Tribune, which receives the Inter

national News Service wire; and the St. Joseph and Spring

field newspapers, which receive both the UP and INS 

services.6 

The St. Joseph newspapers are a special case and 

merit a special mention. In addition to the previously 

mentioned wires--the Associated Press ' A and B, TTS 

sports, and Missouri TTS news wires--and the t wo compet

ing service wires, the St. Joseph papers also receive the 

AP's Kansas TTS wire, since it is a border city with a 

l arge circulation in both states . Not counting the news 

collection wire , the St. Joseph papers receive a total of 

five Associated Press wires in addition to UP and INS . 

All other dailies on the AP ' s Missouri TTS wire 

receive only the one wire service . Among the newspapers 

in the pony service group , one, the Mexico Ledger, re

ceives a competing news report, that of the United Press . 

Of the sixteen afternoon dailies on the TTS cir

cuit in Missouri , ten receive the 1 to 6 a .m. service 

known as the early TA wire. These are the P. M.'s et Cape 

Girardeau, Hannibal, Jefferson City, Joplin, Poplar Bluff, 

6lli1 Editor & Publisher International Yearbook , 
PP• 94-98 . 



St. Joseph, Sedalia, Sikeston, Springfield and Moberly. 

Not receiving the early TA service are the papers at 

Carthage, Columbia, Kennett, Macon and Nevada. 

Eight of the sixteen afternoon TTS newspapers 

receive the pre-punched tape, while the other eight take 

the TTS monitor copy only. Those receiving the tape are 

the newspapers at Carthage, Jefferson City, Joplin, Mo-_, 
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berlt, St. Joseph, Sedalia, Springfield, and the Columbia 

Missourian. 

The Kansas City and St. Louis Pa.R-ers, of course, 

r ec ive a virtual multitude of wire services. In addition 

to the three major wire associations, the metropolitan 

dailies receive other specffl l wires as follows: 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch--The New I2,rk Times, l!!!! 

York Herald-Tribune, and Chicago Daily Newe services. 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat--The Chicago Tribune-New 
( . 

York Daily~. North American Newspaper Alliance, Reu-

ter 1 s, and Dow Jones services. 

Kansas City~ and Times--The Chicago Daily 

J!i!!§., Chicago Tribune-.tuu! Iork Daily .t!l.!!.I, Reuter's, North 

American Newspaper Alliance, and the New 12t:k Timea 

services. 

Eighteen daily newspapers in Missouri are not 

members of the Associated Press. Of these, one, the 

Kansas City ~-Press, receives both the United Press 

and the International News Service and also the New York 
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Herald-Tribune service. Ten receive United Press service 

exclusively, and seven have no wire service. 

The ten United Press papers are: Clinton Demo

.£!:.e.1, Excelsior Springs Standa d, Festus-Crystal City 

News-Democrat, Independence Exapiiner, Kirksville Express & 

News, Lebanon Record, Lexington Advertiser-News, Neosho 

News, Rolla News, and Warrensburg Star-Journal. 

The seven dailies without wire service are: 

Butler Democrat, St. Francois County Journal {Flat River), 

Lamar Democrat, Monett Times, St. Charles Banner-N~~, 

St. Charles Cosmos-Monitor, and Webb City Sentinel.? 

To handle its national, regional and state wire 

operations, the Associated Press has in its Kansas City 

bureau a total of seventy-two employes. Of these, thirty

two are editorial and forty are traffic workers. The 

traffic division employes are primarily teletype machine 

operators, supervisors and apprentices. The editorial 

employes include a number of specialists such as sports 

men. They also are divided into categories based on geo

graphical or wire specialties, and according to shift. 

Some of the editorial positions in the AP's 

Kansas City operation are as follows: The early super

visor and early editor, who have the overnight assign

ment; the day supervisor, day East editor, day Coast 

editor, day Kansas editor, day Missouri editor, day sports 

7Ibid. 



radio and photo editors. There are corresponding night 

editors for the evening shift. 
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The AP has two full-time editorial employes in 

its Jefferson City office to handle state government news, 

and temporary help is added during sessions of the Legis

lature. In the St. Louis office there are six editorial 

and fifteen traffic employes, making a total of forty 

editorial and fifty-five traffic employes of the Associ

ated Press in Missouri.a 
~ 

These figures of course do not include Associated 

Press correspondents or stringers on the staffs of the 

member newspapers, who contribute news of their local

ities t the AP. These part-time correspondents are in 

some cases ~aid for their efforts on a by-the-word basis, 

and in other case there is no direct payment. The AP 

is entitled to the use of all news gathered by its member 

papers because of its organizational set-up. Because of 

this right, the editors of some papers sometimes will 

follow a policy of assigning the reporter turning in a 

story deemed worthy of wire service dissemination to file 

it to the Associated Press. Despite this right, however, 

the AP usually has made it a custom to pay correspondents 

where special effort or inconvenience is required in get

ting the story for the news service. 

8neLuce, 2.E.• cit. 



CHAPTER IV 

PREPARATION OF THE STUDY 

As stated in the introduction, the purpose of 

this study is to analyze the content of the Missouri tele-
~ 

typesettCt wire service of the Associated Press, and to 

see what use is made of it by the sixteen afternoon dai

lies it serves. 

In order to carry out the project, it wag neces

sary to (1) select a period with which the study would be 

concerned; (2) obtain the full reports of the AP's tele

typesetter wire for each day during the period; (3) obtain 

copies of the sixteen afteriloon newspapers involved, for 

each day in the study period; (4) establish a method of 

analysis whereby the news distributed by the Associated 

Press and that used by the TTS subscribers could be bro

ken down into appropriate categories for comparison. 

Selection of period. It was decided that the 

length of the period should be two weeks, and the period 

selected was January 21 through February 2, 1957. This 

period was chosen on the basis of its news. A wide va

riety of newsworthy occurrences or events spaced out 

throughout the world was recorded during this .period. 

The rationale behind the selection was that this abun

dance of news would make it possible to study just how 



much of what types of news the editors would use when 

they had a large variety available. 1 

Some of the principal news events taken into con

sideration in selecting the period were: The inaugur

ation of_President Eisenhower to begin his second ters on 
,. 

January 21, the first day of this period; the birth of a 

daughter to Grace Kelly, the former movie queen of Ameri

ca, and her husband, Prince Rainier, of Monaco; the cap

ture of George Metesky, the "Mad Bomber" who had ten-or-
~ 

i zed New York f or years wi t h his home-made bombs; the 

gruesome murder of t he Grim~e sisters in Chicago and the 

subsequent arres t , confession and retraction of Benny 

Bedwell, the Skid Row dlshwa tib~r accus ed of the crime. 

There were also important.l poli tical news develop

ments in the United States and the world. The United Na

tions was dis cussing the tense Israeli-Egyptian dispute 

over Gaza and other af ter-effects of the November, 1956, 

flare-up of hostili ties; the Uni t ed States Senate was in

volved in a controversial debate over Middle East policy; 

some s enators were indignant over the prospective visit 

of Premier Tito of Yugoslavia, and Tito called off the 

proposed trip; King Saud of Saudi A.rabia arrived in the 

United States for an official visit, to be snubbed offi

cially in New York and welcomed warmly in Washington. 

lThe suggestion was made by Frank Gorrie, man
ager of the Associated Press' Kansas City bureau. 
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There were also news stories concerning racial strife 

in the South, sports in Australia, an airplane disaster 

in Alaska, a sensational murder trial in England, the 

establishment of a new station for scientific exploration 

and experimentation in Antarctica, Greek and Turkish 

rioting on Cyprus, Chinese Nationalist activity on For

mosa, new ruablings of lass er ~'l'ea out of Cairo, and of 

course, a great deal of news emanating from Moscow. 

It would be difficult, unquestionably, to choose 

any one two-week period of the year when there was not a 

large amount of news-making activity in the world; news

papers depend to a great extentJJi the principle that 

there is always something important happening somewhere 

in the world, and the Associated Press and other news 

services make it possible to take advantage of thi s phe

nomenon. However, the period chosen for the study is 

without doubt an extremely productive one, from the stand

poi nt of news. 

In selecting the period on a basis of news con

tent, the principle of random sampling was ignored. Ran

dom selection could have been ■ade the primary aill, and 

in effect achieTed, by a.nother method of selecting the 

period: by assigning the different days of the week to 

weeks of the year determined by drawing lots, or some 

other similar method in which all weeks of the year haYe 

equal chances of being selected. Another ■ethod, which 

would have been ■ore rando■ than the arbitrary content 
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method chosen, but le■s than the one just described, 

would have been the conaecutive weeks plan. This in

volves assigning a particular week to the first Monday in 

the study, taking the Tuesday edition the following week, 

and continuing in this ■anner for as ■any days aa are in

volved in the period decided upon. An alternative plan 

would be to assign arbitrarily a different weekday to each 

month of the year, thus insuring that the entire year 

will be represented in the study. 

In settling on the content basis, the deciding 

factor was t~e assumption that the study would be ■ore -
meaningful if the editors have a wide variety of types 

of news from which to choose. An example of this aasu■p

tion would be that a true preference is established if c 

newspaper editor uses a significantly larger proportion 

of crime news than political, or vice versa, if an abun

dance of both types is available, whereas the true pref

erence can not be established if the editor has no choice 

but to run the cri.Jlle news. 

Obtaining the ■aterial. A preli.Jllinary step to 

the study was the obtaining of the Associated Press' TTS 

wire for the period, 88 well 88 copies of the sixteen 

afternoon newspapers it serves. Associated Press offi

ci8ls2 made available th~ AP's own files of the TTS wire 

2Mr. Gorrie, manager, and Calvin Mannon, assist
and manager. 
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for the period, and the sixteen newspapers all co-oper

ated by sending copies of their newspapers for each day 

of the period on request of the investigator. 

'!be sixteen newspapers served by the TTS wire 

for afternoon publication, their publishers or editors, 

town size and circulation are:3 
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Cape Girardeau Southeast Missouriap, Haeter -,0-

thers Publishing Co■pany, Fred W. and George A. Baeter, 

publishers; Juel Mosley, ■anaging editor; city population 

2J. 75g, ABC circulation 14,677.4 

Carthage Press, Carthage Publishing Company, 

E. L. Dale, president, publisher, and editor; c·ty popu

lation 11,188, circulation 6,145. 

ColWlbia Missourian, University Missourian Asso

ciation, John C. Stapel, president; W. B. Bickley, edi

tor; city population 31,974; ABC circulation, 3,415. 

Columbia Tribune, Tribune Publishing Co■pany, 

H.J. Wat~rs, Jr., president, pa.blisher, and editor; city ...,, 

population 31,974; ABC circulation 9,930. 

Ha!9i'btl Courier-E2ll, Courier-Post Publishing 

Company; E. L. Sparks, publisher; William A. Cable, 

editor; city population 20,675; ABC circulation~ 10,909. 

31221 Edi~or & Publisher International Yearbook, 
Volume 90, No.9:--February 28, 1957, Mew York, PP• 94-98. 

4Audit Bureau of Circulation, a national agency 
which certifies circulations as accurate. 
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Jefferaon illl: Em-Tribune, Mews-Tribune Com

pany, Mrs. R. C. Goshorn, president and publisher; Richard 

Shelton, editor: city population 32,288; circulation, 

9,367. 

Joplin 1!!!!1-Herald, Joplin Globe Publishing Com

pany, Cowgill Blair, president and publisher: city popu

lation 51,134: ABC circulation, 11,800. 

Kennett Dunklin Democrat, Kennett Publishing Com

pany, Jack Stapleton Sr., president; Jack Stapleton, Jr., 

publisher; William E. Dye, editor; city population esti

mated 12,0005; circulation, 4,777. 

Macon Chronicle-Herald, Chronicle-Herald Publish

ing Company, Frank P. Briggs, editor; city population, 

4,152; circulation, 4,416. 

Moberly Monitor-Index, Moberly Index Printing 

Company; James Todd, president, publisher, ■anaging 

editor; W. T. Van Cleve, editor; city population 13,115; 

circulation, 8,771. 

Nevada Daily Mail, Nevada Publishing Company, 

Oscar S. Stauffer, president; Ben F. Weir, publisher; 

city population 8,009; circulation 4,469. 

Poplar Bluff A■erican Republic, Poplar Bluff 

Printing Company, Mrs. John H. Wolpers, publisher; 

5Not included in Editor & Publisher Yearbook fig
ures. Estimated by investigator-from 3a-ond11 Rew Sup
!.!!!!! World Atlas, P• 129. 



.t 

Robert M. Wolpera, editor, managing editor: city popu

lation 15,064: A.BC circulation, 12,2)) • 
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.§1. Joseph !!!!-Preas, The lewa-Preaa & Gazette 

Company, David R. Bradley, publisher: Arthur V. Burrowes, 

editor: city population 91,353: ABC circulation 48,129. 

Sedalia D•ocrat, Sedalia D•ocrat Company, 

George H. Scruton, editor: city population, 21,1)1; ABC 

circulation, 7,9)5. 

Sikeston Standard, Sikeston Publishing Coapany, 

C. L. Blanton, Jr., p~blisher, editor: city population 

11,640; ABC circulation 4,611. 

Springfield Leader~ Presa, Springfield News-

papers, Inc., T. W. Duvall, president: C. W. Johnson, 

editor; city population 91,910; ABC circulation 36,242 • 

. lnalyzing the content. A major step in the 

preparation for the study was the selection of news con

tent categories. Dividing the news into types has proved 

a consistent challenge to journaliSJI research workers, 

and it has been agreed generally that no one baeic cate

gory list will prove acceptable in Bll cases. 6 The in

vestigator's solution was to develop his own set of cate

gories intended to be most adequate for the study being 

undertaken. It was, however, based largely on a list of 

6content of Selected U.S. Dailies, a joint study 
issued in October;-1949, by journalisa research workers 
at Eaory University, Kansas State College, University of 
Oregon, and University of Wisconsin. Supplement. 



categories used in a study, Content of Selected Q. 2• 

Dailies, issued in October, 1949, and based on a joint 

project by journalism research workers at four institu

tions of higher education,? and on a supplement to that 

study. 

The aforementioned list was inapplicable to the 

study being undertaken, since it included numbered cate

gories for such things as advertising and pictorial mat

ter, opinion, and special features, such as crossword 

puzzles, cartoons and comic strips. These things would 

all be included logically in a content analysis of news

papers in general, but would have no place in a study 

intended strictly as an analysis of wire service news. 

The list of categories derived by the investigator is, 

with only slight differences, virtually the same as the 

aforementioned list exclusive of the mentioned excep

tions. 

As finally selected, the list included twenty

seven categories. These categories, with an explanation 

of the types of stories that would be included in each, 

are: 
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United States Government--'l'his category includes 

official acts of the non-military branches of the nation

al government; discussion of governmental acts or public 
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issues when political parties or candidates are not dir

ectly involved; health and social welfare work of public 

officials or bodies; civil suite, court rulings, or admin

istrative action of police or judicial bodies when crimi-
~ 

nal action is not involved". 

State Government--Included in this category are 

the same types of news stories as in the firet category, 

except that they apply to the official functioning of the 

state of Missouri, r ather than to the national government. 

United States Politics--Included are stories per

taining to national elections, political activities, dis-
~ ~ 

cussions of political issues as parts of campaigns, polit-

ical criticism of governmental action; political state

ments by office-holders during non-election periods; and 

appearances b~fore political groups. Speci fically, for 

example, a story which might originally be classified as 

governmenta l migtt on subsequent occasions be classified 

as politics if in the investigator's opinion the ~) tic

ular activity or criticism that resulted from the original 

event seemed in the main politically inspired. This hap

pened on several od;asions du~ing the study, particularly 

when governmental offici als were called upon by political 

opponents to explain their actions. 

State Politics--This covers t he same general area 

on the state level. A specific consideration was the case 

of a state politician or office-holder whose duty was in 

Washington but whose home was in Missouri; if the story 
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concerned the subject's activities on the national level, 

it would be classified as national politics, but if it 

concerned the individual himself, it would be listed under 

state politics. These two political categories also in

clude personnel stories--the addition, resignation or dis

charge, or transfer of appointive employes. 

Defense, Military--Included are official acts of 

government involving the United States Department of De

fense, the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, National 

Guard, or other military body, developments of new weap-

ons, bases, military transportation, and other defense 

technology. 

International--This category is concerned pri

marily with news ev9nts that could reasonably be inter

preted as worldwide, or truly international, as opposed 

to foreign, in scope. It specifically includes all United 

Nations stories, and all news involving the relations be

tween two countries. Generally, news was classified as 

international, rather than foreign or (in the United 

States) national government or politics, if it directly 

concerned another nation or the official of another nation. 

While a story that concerned the Congress' deliberations 

on foreign policy of the United States would be classi

fied as governmental, for instance, the same body's con

sideration of a resolution seeking to prevent the issuance 

of an invitation to President Tito of Yugoslavia would be 

listed under the international category. 
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Economic--Business activity of all types, includ

ing specifically the daily market news, was included in 

this category. Included was news of business and indus

try, trade and comler.ce, banking, salaries, social secur-
~ ~ 

ity, money, finances, a.pd Btories of similar nature. 

Crime--Included are all news stories which had 

crime or vice as the central subject, whether the actual 

news was an account of the crime itself, a subsequent 

&rrest, or any of the judicial proceedings that resulted. 

Not included are administrative functions of law enforce

ment agencies, or other phases of activities not directly 

related to the committing of an unlawful act. 

Accidents--Stories of autl>mobile, airplane o~ oth

er type~ of accidents, natural disasters, or fires, are 

generally included in this category. If a fire story 

were under consideration, for example, it would be classi

fied under accidents unless arson were involved, and even 

then would remain under accidents unless the central theme 

of the story was the investigation of the possibility of 

arson. Stcries concerning accidents on the highwaytt 

caused by bad weather were classified according to empha

sis. No story was put under two different classifications 

and if it was felt that the accident were emphasized, the 

story would come in this category, whereas if the story 

concerned itself with bad road conditions primarily, then 

the story would be placed in the weather category. 

Weather--All news primarily concerned with weather, 

.,. 

J. 



5g 

including the forecasts, weather roundups, storiee of bad 

road conditions due to the weather, all are included in 

this category. 

Sports--All news pertaining directly to athletic 

eve s, en to athletes, whether professional or amateur, 

are included in this category. If a story concerned an 

athletG indirectly--that is , if the athlete were involved 

in the story but the story itself concerned something 

other than sports, the story was not included in this cat

egory even though such stories often are included on 

sports pages. For example, a story whose news value was 

tha t th~ relative of an athlete had been injured in an 

automobile accident, the story would be classified under 

accidents rather than sports . 

Labor--News concerning the r elationship between 

management and labor, labor unions. wage contract negoti

ations, and related stories all are included. If the 

news concerned labor-management relations less directly, 

such as the consideration of legislation by the Congress, 

or the criticism of some aspect of the management-labor 

situation by an office-holder or would-be office-holder, 

the story would be classified under the other, appropriate 

heading. 

A&ritJl.ture--This category included news con

cerning the field of agriculture itself, developments, 

or stories concerning agriculture as an institution, with 

the stories of agriculture organization activities, except 
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tho e that wer~ purely social. Like the labor cat ory, 

this did not include agriculture legislation, or the fre

qu nt and often bitter political news related to this 

field. 

Education--Thie category was us d like th pre

ceding two for stories pertaining to th field of duca

tion--public schools or privet , colleges or univer ities, 

with the requirement that the news aust pertain directly 

to the field to q lify for inclusion in thi category. 

Religion--Similarly, the d ve!op ent, or activi

ties o, the field of religion, churches, or r liglous 

a ociations, are included in thi cl s ific tion. 

Philanthropy--Included are storie of such org n

izations as tho Red Cross, Co unity Chest , fund drives 

for such special groups as the ational Foundation for 

Infantile Paralysis, and contributions of fund by pri

vate individuals or roups to college or other institu

tions . 

Soci 1 Groups--The social activities of group of 

whatever kind, whether agricultural, labor, business, pub

lic, or any other, are included in this category. 

Ho , FamilY--News p rtaining to the individual 

a a member of a hom or family group, adol scent or 

child care probl s, hom aking, and activitie of primary 

inter st to the faaily or its members are included. 

Personalitie --Thi broadly defined category was 

used to eliminate what could have be n a aeriou dileama 
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in the categorizing of news content in the study. Class

ified as personalities were not only those persons clear

ly recognizable as such--that is, celebrities--but also 

persons whose names had become well enough known, for 

whatever reason, to meri ~~ spewl attention in wire news 

stories. In the case of obituaries, for an important 

example, the very fact that the person was of sufficient 

importance to merit a wire story of his death was enough 

to classify him as a personality . In other words, the 

investigator in setting the study 's minimum requirement 

for being rated as~ "personality ," accepted the same lev

el that the Associated Press us ed to determine whether to 

put the information on the particular wire being studied. 

Accordin~ t o this definition, a person could become a 

personality by having a career in politics, entertainment, 

sports , business, or any other field, or by having become 

a public figure in a sense as a result of having been in

volved in the news before. The death of an athlete, for 

example, would be classified under personalities rather 

than sports, as would an entertainer's making news in any 

other way than by entertaining. The birth of a daughter 

to Grace Kelly and Prince Rainier was classified under 

personalities, for instance, since the news value of the 

event was dependent on the fact that Miss Kelly was an 

ac claimed movie idol. 

Arts, Leisure--All stories concerning the arts, 

literature, and leisure tiae activities were included. 

'~ 
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Classified under this heading were all news items concern

movies, radio, television, the stage, music, art, books, 

museums, zoos, travel for recreation, vacations and 

hobbies. 

Human Interest--This category was defined rather 

more narrowly than have human interest stories by some 

newspaper editors or journalism textbook authors. For 

the purposes of this study, a story was placed in the hu

man interest category if its appeal was personal or human, 

and not if it was merely novel or unusual. 

Science-Invention--Included in this category are 

stories of new discoverieu in medicine, natural science, 

technological advancements, and scientific research. 

Entertaining--A category with this name was r e

quired becau~e of the presence in the .AP•~ daily file of 

the Hal Boyle column. This column could not be placed 

daily in any one other category because it might cover a 

different subject each day; yet the determining factor in 

running the column was not the editor's decision as to 

whether he wanted a column on that particular subject; it 

was merely that, in the case of most editors, he did or 

did not ha~e a policy of running the Boyle column. Boyle 

has as his general purpose to be entertaining, thus that 

name for this category. 

Brights, Novelties--Stories which were chosen pri

marily for their laughter-provoking value, or for their 

novelty, are included in this category. Editors as a 
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general rule are fond of the little "brights" or "light

eners" as they are often called. Apparently the editors 

feel these stories provide a needed comic relief from the 

bulk of the news, which is so often tragic or grim or 

tedious. 

Social Force5--A category which was not at first 

planned but which was found to be nee<!ed, this one was 

added to include stories which did not properly fit into 

any other, and yet were c:Pf such a definite nature as to 

be ill advised for the final, catch-all miscellaneous 

category. The social forces h~ading was added to include 

the news of such happeni-p.gs as racial strife in the South 

when those happenings had not progressed to the point 

that they could be called crimes. The bombing of a home 

would be class ified as a crime, for the purposes of this 

study, but the actions of groups seeking to promote inte

gration or continued segregation could not very well be. 

Stori es of schools being integrated would fit more appro

priately under this heading than under education. 

Miscellaneous- - A final, catch-a_ heading under 

which stories which would not fit in any other category 

was necessary. Some stories defied classification in 

any of the aforement ioned categories, and thus were 

placed in this one. 



CHAPTER V 

'FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

Tke analysis of the material in the study is 

broken down into three main divisions: (1) a categorizing 

of all the Associated Press wire stories included an~here 

in the newspapers, (2) a study by category proportions of 

the Associated Press news on page one, and (3) an analysis 

of the datelines into state, re~nal, national, and 

foreign categories. 

In the first-mentioned division, the total num

bers of lines used by the newspapers are categorized, as 

is the Associated Press' TTS copy itself, and the pro

portions compared. Two main findings in this phase of 

the study would be: (1) the similarity or dissimilarity 

of the proportions in each category by the sixteen news

papers and the Associated Press, and (2) the proportion 

of total lines used by the various newspapers as compared 

to the total sent out by the AP. 

The main effect oi' t}ie second phase of the study, 
w-

the page one comparisons, is to draw out further any def-

inite preferences editors might have in regard to the 

twenty-seven different news ca tegories , and to ascertain 

in at least a semi-scientific manner what types of news, 

and how much of the various types, are being printed on 
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the front pages of the newspapere. 
• 

In the third division of the study, the date

lines are analyzed to serve as a supplemental feature, 

and to provide an additional breadth and scope not possi-
1 

ble in a strictly content study. Each of the districts 

of the dateline study--state, regional, national and for

eign--is broken down into ~pecific subdivisions, certain 

cities which were logically expected to appear frequently 

in the r.ews, and into categories of "undated" or "others" 

to account for stories which either had no datelines or 

whose datelines were not one of the major ones. These 

last-mentioned categoriee are included under e~ch of the 

main divisions, and stories classified in respect to their 

scope. An undated story, for instanc e , could be placed 

in the undated listing for state, regional or national 

depending upon its content. 

Content was not taken into consideration in the 

placing cf datelines in any other case, however. If a 

foreign datelin~ appeared on a story, it was classified 

as foreign, even though the story itself might pertain 
~ 

almost exclusively to Americans or an American activity. 

For example, a Tijuana, Mexico, dateline wae used because 

a golf tournament was in progress there during the period 

of the study. The participants were predominately United 

States citizens--the touring golf professionals and 

amateurs, but the dateline was not in the United States 

and thus it was listed as foreign. This and other series 



of stories with foreign datelines but with subjects that 

would be more logicially classified as national, helped 

to increase the percentage of the foreign area in the 

dateline study and to create a discrepancy in comparison 

to the foreign and international news categories in the 

content study. 

I. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

65 

The over-all study of content, the first-listed 

division of the project, is summalfl'ized in Tables I and ~ 

II. Table I, on pages 66 -and 67, sho~ the percentage of 

news contained in each category, on the average, by the 

sixteen newspapers in the study, an average of all of 

them, and by the Associated Press. The figures listed 

for each newspaper in each category are the percentages 

calculated from tpe average number of lines used by the 

papers in the ten days of the study period. The totals 

at the bottom of each column are not the totals of the 

columns themselves, since the percentages in each column 

naturally total approxima t ely 100. 1 Rather, the totals 

represent the percentages of the average total number of 

lines used by each newspaper as compared to the average 

total issued by the Associated Press. 

The actual totals of lines used are shown in 

1The percentages were rounded off to two decimal 
places for convenience in tabling. In each case, however, 
the total is between 99 and 101 per cent. 
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TABLE I 
PERCENTAGES OF NEWS CATEGORIES USED BY T.T.S. NEWSPAPERS, JAN. 21-FEB. 1, 1957 

Category Car. Ken. NeT. Mac. C.G. Han. J.C. Jop. Mob. 

U.S. GoTernment 9.01 13.04 8.05 7.48 6. 48 10.31 10.44 9.21 8.34 
State GoTernment 9.91 9.26 9.98 10<54 10 .39 11.42 .41 4.41 10.83 
U.S. Politics 8.02 6.32 6. 69 6.95 7. 42 10.81 7 .64 8.81 9.35 
State Politics 1.86 . 47 . 55 1.76 . 63 1.09 .78 1.23 1.20 
Defense-Military .85 1.18 1.25 2. 90 1.69 2.15 1.63 2.52 2.31 
International 5. 00 6.91 2.50 5.70 6.64 8.63 7.90 10.37 6.68 
Foreign 1.18 .72 . 08 .86 1.70 .45 1.67 1.90 .75 
Economic 8.94 6.84 2. 50 4.85 14. 01 7.35 10.07 10.68 6.14 
Crime 8. 78 10.58 8. 25 7. 22 8. 49 8.02 8.60 10.41 9.42 
Accidents 8.66 8.92 5.24 11.93 9. 26 4.79 7.05 7.85 8.65 
Weather 4. 18 2.tl 7.47 5. 12 2.88 4.13 3.16 2.80 5.55 
Sports 18 . 69 20 . 5 31.62 16.84 l'/~O 16. 32~ 21 .85 12.95 19.88 
Labor 2.72 .oo .21 .98 • ' 2 2. 38 1.46 1.93 1.06 
Agriculture . 32 .oo .32 1.14 .22 .25 .23 .31 .22 
Education .oo .oo .oo .24 .oo .oo .14 .oo .21 
Religion .06 .oo .oo .oo .28 .13 .73 .51 .21 
Philanthropy .10 .oo .oo .16 .12 .12 .18 .17 .08 
Social Groups .87 . 58 .87 1.77 .91 .80 .62 .90 .83 
Home-Family .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo 
Personaliti e s 2.40 1.38 1.92 2. 54 3.37 1.42 2.21 3.52 2.31 
Arts-Leisure .26 .oo .84 1.09 .27 .47 . 62 . 37 . 48 
Human Intereet .43 .09 .oo .81 .09 .60 .74 .37 .07 
Science-Inwntion .16 . 30 .oo .30 .39 .29 . 20 .47 .19 
Entertaining 4.75 8.63 10 . 49 5.20 1 .39 6.12 4. 67 2.88 2.20 
Brights 1.52 1.53 . 63 2.01 4.38 .78 4.09 3.33 1.34 
Social Forces .52 .19 . 22 .86 .17 .50 1.19 .97 .62 
Miscella11eous .eo .00 . 31 .82 1.40 .62 1.81 1.54 1.08 

Totals 78 .52 44.48 34.22 35.64 47 .08 62 .91 78.85 96.31 67.79 

Car.--Carthage; Ken.--Kennett; NeT.--NeTada; Mac.--Macon; C.G .--Cape Girardeau; 
Han.--Hannibal; J.C.--Jefferson City; Jop. --Joplin; Mob.--Moberly. I~ 
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TABLE I (Continued) 
PERCENTAGES OF NEWS CATEGORIES USED BY T.T.S. NEWSPAPERS, JAN. 21-FEB. 1, 1957 

Category P.B. Sed. Sik. C.M. C.T. S.J. Spr. ATg. A.P. 
U. s. GoTernment 6.84 10.04 5.68 9.24 6.81 7.15 8.93 8.73 8.64 
State GoTernment 4.41 7.60 12.42 18.64 11.63 1.96 5.46 7.50 8.59 
U.S. Pol i tics 8.51 7.35 9.91 7.49 .92 9.78 6.78 7.82 5.55 
State Politics 1.27 1.14 3.37 2.69 4.64 .40 1.35 1.31 1.87 
Defense-Military 3.24 1~76 .27 2.95 1.11 4.74 3.06 2.20 1.14 
International 9.97 7.18 2.40 6.05 1.88 12.57 9.24 7.59 4.48 
Foreign 1.23 1.42 1.11 2.85 .oo 1.93 1.47 1.23 .66 
Economic 5.27 5.19 9.46 10.84 10.78 7.90 4.86 7.84 17.02 
Crime 11.42 8.61 7.45 8.29 8.78 10.37 11.11 9.44 7.99 
Accidents 6.93 5.97 6.75 5.54 6.81 6.41 7.57 7.46 7.96 
Weather 3.36 2.76 7.02 5.77 2.18 2.72 4.12 3.22 8.04 
Sports 17.98 19.08 17.52 11.16 35.56 15.17 16.88 18.91 17.08 
Labor 2.15 2.19 .27 .75 .70 2.64 1.75 1.58 .78 
Agriculture .17 .29 1.22 .oo .39 .oo .32 .28 .27 
Education .oo .22 .oo .oo .19 .15 .19 .08 .oo 
Religion .48 .77 .97 .30 .32 1.18 .71 .42 .23 
Philanthropy .06 .oo .38 .oo .oo .oo .OJ .08 .07 
Social Groups 1.20 .73 .91 1.81 .. 82 .82 1.23 .94 1.17 
Home-Family .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .04 .oo .oo .oo 
Personalities 3.56 2.42 1.56 1.43 2.24 3.51 3.02 2.59 1.89 
Arts-Leisure .85 .57 .oo 1.14 .65 .37 .79 .53 .32 
Human Interest .75 1.05 .oo .oo .23 .76 .80 .48 .16 
Science-InTention . 15 .oo .oo .50 .oo .44 .22 .19 .14 
Entertaining 2.17 6.34 10.19 1.51 1.10 1.10 4.61 4.10 2.34 
Brights 5.10 5.15 1.00 .69 1.37 4.16 3.68 2.85 1.14 
Social Forces 1.30 . 41 .oo .oo .36 1.63 .77 .73 .JS 
Miscellaneous 1.63 1.74 .14 .37 .58 2.21 1.(W 1.15 1.34 

Totals 86.62 46.,49 14.33 23.90 45.24 56.28 78.05 56.04 100.0Q 
~ 

P.B.--Poplar Bl uff; Sed.--Sedalia; Sik~--Sikeston; C~M.--Columbia Missourian; 
I~ C.T.--Columbia Tribune; S.J.--St . Joseph ; Spr.--Springfield ; A.P.--Associated Press. 

--------- ---



TABLE II 
AVERAGES OF LINES IN i EWS CATEGORIES BY T.T.S. NEWSPAPERS, JAN. 21-FEB. 1, 1957 

Category Car. Ken. NeT. Mac. C.G. Han. J.C. JOE· Mob. 

U. S. GoTernment 218.1 178.8 84.9 82.2 94.4 200.7 253.9 273.5 174.2 
State GoTernment 239.9 126.9 105.3 115.7 150 .8 221.4 9.9 131.0 226.3 
U. S. Politics 194.2 86.6 70.6 76.4 107.7 209.7 185.7 261.5 195.4 
State Politics 45.1 6.5 5.8 19 . J 9. 2 21.3 19.0 36.6 25.0 
Defense-Military 20.6 16.2 13.2 31.9 24 . 5 41 .7 39.5 7,.,.9 48.3 
International 121.0 94.7 26.4 62.6 96 . 4 167 .4 192.0 308.0 139.6 
Foreign 28. 5 9. 9 .8 9.5 24 .6 8.8 39.3 56.4 15.6 
Economic 216.4 93.8 26.4 53.3 :.w3 .3 142.5 244.8 317.1 128.3 
Crime 212.6 145.0 87.0 79.3 123.2 155.6 209.1 309.0 196.9 
Accidents 209.7 122 .3 55.3 131.2 134.4 92.8 171.3 233.2 180.8 
Weather 101. 1 Jg.a 78.8 56.3 41.8 80.0 76.7 83.0 116.0 
Sports 452.4 28 . 4 333.5 185.0 248.2 316.4 531.0 384.5 415.4 
Labor 65.9 .o 2.2 10.8 4.7 46.1 35.5 57.3 22.1 
Agriculture 7.8 .o 3.4 12 .5 3.2 4.8 5.5 9.2 4.6 
Education .o .o .o 2.6 .o .o 3.3 .o 4.3 
Religion 1.6 .o .o .o 4.0 2.5 17.7 15.0 4.3 
Phi lanthropy 2.3 .o .o 1.8 1.7 2.3 4.4 5.1 1.7 
Social Groups 21.1 ~-0 9. 2 19.5 13.2 15.7 15.0 26.8 17.4 
Home-Family .o /, .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o 
Personalitie s 58 .1 18 . 9 20 . 3 27.9 48 .9 27.6 53.6 104.6 48.3 
Arts-Leisure 6.2 .o 8. 9 11 .0 3.0 9.1 15.1 10.9 10.1 
Human Interest 10. 5 1.2 .o 8.9 1.3 11.6 18.0 11.0 1.4 
Science-InTention 3.9 ~ .• 1 .o 3. 3 5.6 5.6 4.8 1.4 4.0 
Entertaining 114-9 118 . 3 110 .7 57 . 1 20.1 118.7 113.5 85 . 5 46.0 
Brights 36.8 21.0 6. 6 22 .l 63,6 16.2 99. 4 99 .0 28.0 
Social Foz,,c es 12 . 6 2. 6 2. 3 9.5 2. 5 9.7 28.9 28 .8 13.0 
Miscellaneous 19.3 .o 3. 3 9. 0 20 . 3 12 .0 43.6 45.7 22.5 

Totals 2420.6 1371.0 1054.9 1098 .7 1451 . 2 1939 . 2 2430.5 2969.0 2089.5 
I 
°' ~ 

I 
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TABLE IT (Continued) 

AVERAGES OF LINES I N NEWS CATEGORIES BY T. T. S. NEWSPAPERS , JAN . 21- FEB . 1, 1957 

Category P. B. Sed. Sik . C. M. C. T. S. J . Spr. ATg . A.P. 

U.S . GoTernment 182.6 143.9 25.1 68 . 1 94. 9 124. 1 214 . 9 ,:! 159.9 266. 3 
State GoTernment 117 . 8 108.9 54. 9 137.3 162 . 2 34.0 131. 3 129. 6 264. 7 
U. S. Politice 227. 2 105.4 43. 8 55 . 2 12 . 8 169 . 6 161.9 135 . 2 171. 0 
State Politics 33. 8 16. 4 14.9 19.8 64 .7 7. 0 32 . 4 23 . 6 57 . 5 
Defense-Military 86. 6 25, 2 1.2 21.7 15.5 82.2 73 .5 38.5 57 . 9 I 

International 266. 1 102 . 9 10. 6 44 . 6 26.2 218 . 0 222 . 4 131.2 138 . 0 
Foreign 32 . 9 20. 4 4. 9 21. 0 .o 33. 4 35 . 4 21 . 3 20 . 2 
Economic 140. 8 74 . 4 41 . 8 79.9 149 . 8 137 . 0 116. 9 135.4 524. 7 
Crime 305.0 123. 4 32 .9 61 .l 122. 4 179 . 9 267 . 3 163 . 1 246 . , 
Accidents 185.1 85.5 29.8 40.8 94.9 111.2 182 . 0 128 . 8 245 . 3 
Weather 89 . 6 39.6 31.0 42 . 5 30 . 4 47 . 2 99.2 ~ 65 . 6 247 . 9 
Sports 480 . 0 273 . 4 77 . 4 82.2 496 . 0 263 . 2 406.0 26 . 6 526. 6 
Labor 57.3 31 . 4 1.2 5. 5 9. 7 45 . 8 42.2 27 . 4 23 . 9 
Agricultur e 4.5 4. 2 5. 4 .o 5. 5 .o 7. 6 4. 9 8.4 
Education .o 3. 2 .o .o 2. 6 2. 6 4. 6 1.5 .o 
Religion 12.7 11. 0 4. 3 2.2 4.5 20 . 4 17 . 2 7. 3 7.2 
Philanthropy 1.7 .o 1. 7 .o .o .o .7 1 . 5 2.3 
Social Groups 32 .1 10 . 6 4.0 13 .3 11.4 14. 3 29.7 16.3 36.1 
Home-Family .o .o .o .o .o .7 .o .o .o 
Personalities 95.0 34 . 7 6. 9 10 . 5 31. 2 59 . 8 72.7 44 .9 58.4 
Arts-Leisure 22 . 7 8. 1 .o 8. 4 9.1 6. 5 19.0 9. 3 10. 0 
Human Interest 20 . 1 15 . 1 .o .o 3. 2 13 . 1 19. 2 8. 4 4.9 
Science-InTention 4.0 .o .o 3-7 .o 7.6 5.3 3. 3 4.2 
Entertaining 57,.9 90 . 9 45 . 0 11.1 15 . 3 19.1 111.0 70 . 9 72.1 
Brights 136. 3 73 . 8 4. 4 5. 1 19 . 1 71. 4 88.6 49. 4 35 . 1 
Social Forces 34 . 8 5. 9 .o .o 5. 0 28 . 2 18.5 12 . 6 11.6 
Miscellaneoue 43 . 6 24 . 9 . 6 2. 7 8. 1 38 . 4 26. 3 20.0 41. 4 

Totals 2670 . 2 1433 . 2 441 . 8 736 . 7 1394. 5 1734. 7 2405.8 1727. 5 3082 . 5 
°' '° 



Table II, pages 68 and 69. So of the more important 

general findings of the study may be discovered most 

easily by reference to the totals and the last two col

umn of Tables I and II. 

The AP's day TTS wire transmitted to t he s i xteen 

newspapers an average of 3,082.5 lin s day during the 

period under study. Of thia tot al, the average or ean 

use by the newspaper s was 1, 727 .5 l i ne da i ly, according 

to Tabl e I . Thi s is shown in Table II to be 56 . 04 per 

cent of t he total tran itted by the AP on the TTS day 

wire . There as a groa diversity of usage of the wi r e 

news, ho ver, the totals columns disclos . Table II 

sho s that while the mean use was 1 , 727 . 5 lin s dai ly, 

the ean totals r ang~d widely, fro 441 . 8 to 2 ,969 . 0 

l in &. Per centag wi s e , this range was fro 14 . 33 to 

96 . Jl per c nt of the Associat d Preas • ean total . 2 

ith a standar d deviation valu of 23 . 58 per cent , th 

70 

generally accept d no al range of fro inus one to pl us 

one ~andard deviation would stretch fro 32 . 46 to 79 . 62 

per cent of the mean AP total. In a no al population , 

this area would i nclude approximately 68 per cent of t he 

2It was not possi hle i n many cases t o determi ne 
whether the AP story us d by a newspap r was printed 
fro the TTS wir or the early TA wire, and in some other 
case• from another wire service of the AP. Therefore the 
total lin s used by newspapers in this study includes 
news items which ca , or could hav come, from the TTS 
wire. AP stories whi ch obviously came from another wire 
were not counted. 
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total. In this study, tw lve of th sixteen paper, or 

75 per cent, are included in that rang. However, there 

was a great deal of variation within the minus one-plus 

one standard deviation range, with three papers grouped 

in the 78-plus per cent b acket at th top and two oth rs 

around 35 per cent. The o~her s ven newspap rs within 

this range w re s iCed out fairly evenly, with four in 

the forties, one in the fifties, and two in the sixtie. 

One hypothesis concerning the u e of the total 

amount of Associated Pr ss copy was not necessarily borne 

out by the study. It was theorized that paper which 

received che Associated Press service only would use a 

greater percentage of the available wire news than would 

the newspapers which received the reports of rival 

agencies. For convenience the newspap rs are group din 

Table I according to wheth r they receiv d only th TTS 

wire service of the AP, other AP wire news, or opposition 

associations ' reports. The first four newspaper listed 

in Table I, those published at Carthag, Kennett, Nevada, 

and Macon, receive only the day TTS wire. Their percen

tage of AP us ge totaled 78 .52, 44.48, 34 - 32 , and 35 .64 

per cent, respectively, with a median value of approxi

mately 39 per cent. The next eight pap rs listed, tho e 

at Cape Girardeau, Hannibal, J fferson City, Joplin, 

Moberly, Poplar Bluff, Sedalia, and Sikeston, r ceive 

only Associated Press service, but get the early TA wire 

service in addition t o the TTS. The percentag sin this 
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group ranged from 14.33 to 96.Jl per cent, with a median 

of 65-plus per cent. The next two newspapers listed, the 

Columbia Missourian and Columbia Tribune, receive the TTS 

wire of the AP, but not the early TA wire, and also 

receive the news services of other wire aseociations, the 

United Press in the case of the Missourian and Inter

national N~s Service in the case of the Tribune. The 

Tribune also gets the news collection wire of the AP, 

which serves the pony wire points in addition to func

tioni ng as a news-gathering wire. It is possible that 

the Tribune on some occasions would have access to ne'#-8 

off the collection wire which supplemented or contained 

more details than the TTS wire story. The Tribune's per

centage of AP usage was 45.24 per cent, as compared with 

23.90 for the Missourian. The last two papers listed, 

St. Joseph and Springfield, receive both the United Press 

and International News Service reports in addition to the 

Associated Press T!S service, the early TA wire news, and 

the TTS sports wire service. St. Joseph also receives 

the AP's main trunk wire and others previously described. 

These two papers showed Associated Press TTS usage of 

78.05 per cent for Springfield, and 56.28 per cent for 

St. Joseph. 

The heterogeneity of the newspapers involved in 

the study, from a standpoint of average newspaper size, 

other wire services available, home city population and 

news potential, proximity to larger cities such as St. 
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Louis and Kansas City, and the newspapers' own staff 
~ 

situations were factors which apparently affected the use 

of TTS wire copy. The larger papers which had rival wire 

services tending to cut into the total of AP copy used 

often counteracted this factor by having more pages Ind 

running more stories of all kinds. If the news space of 
• ~ ,<"\ 

all the papers were equated, the variatio-'b or· s~ace~~o~ld 
¥ . 

be eliminated as factor and perhaps would make possible •· 

a more meaningful analysis of the totals used. 
~ 

II: THE COMPOSITE PAPBR 

An interesting composite picture of the average 

TTS newspaper may be drawn by reference to the six tables 

· included in this chapter, and by the use of other, non

tabulated material. 

The composite paper averaged 12.9 pages per issue3 ,, 
and used approximately 216 inches of Associated Press TTS 

copy, 1727.5 lines, or slightly more than 56 per cent of 

the total average transmitted daily by the Associated 

Press on the TTS~re. Table VI, pages 103 and 104, 

shows that the AP transmitted an average of 106.3 stories 

a day, and of these, the composite TTS paper used 52.0 

stories, or 48.99 per cent of the AP total. Table V, 

pages 101 and 102, shows that of the stories used by the 

3The range of each paper's mean size in page num
bers during the period was from 7.0 to 21.6 pages, with 
the smallest paper six and the largest forty-two pages. 
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composite paper, 57.66 per cent carried national date

lines, 28.62 per cent state, 11.02 international or 

foreign, and 2.64 per cent regional. 
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The most popular category in the composite paper, 

as indicated by Tables I and II, was sports, with a daily 

average of 326.6 lines, or approximately 41 inches of AP 

sports news, representing 18.91 per cent of the wire copy 

used. Correspondingly, sports was the biggest item in 

the TTS file, with a mean daily transmission of 526.6 

li?.es, or 17 .. 08 per cent cf the total transmitted in all 

categories. However, in the AP ave~ges, the economic 

category, with its heavy dependence on the markets, re

ceived virtually equal treatment, totaling 524.7 lines on 

the average~ or 17.02 per cent. The composite newspaper 

did not use so great a proportion of the economic news, 

but dropped it to fourth place, grouped with four other 

news categories. 

After sports, the composite paper's next favorite 

news category was crime, with a daily use averaging 163.1 

~ ines, or approximately twenty inches, and representing 

9.44 per cent of the total TTS copy used. United States 

government was the third most popular category, averaging 
~ 

150.9 lines, or a little more than eighteen inches daily, 

and 8.73 per cent. Grouped below these three, in the 

seven-plus per cent bracket, were these categories: eco

nomic, with 135.4 lines and 7.84 per cent; national poli

tics, with 135.2 lines and 7.82 per cent; international, 
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with 131.2 lines and 7.59 per cent; state government, with 

129.6 lines and 7.50 per cent, and accidents, with 128.8 

lines and 7.46 per cent of the composite total line mean. 

Others receiving mentionable attention were the enter

taining category, consisting entirely of the Hal ~yle 

coltfftfn, 70.9 lines, 4.10 per cent; weather, 65.6 lines, 

3.22 per cent; brights and novelties, 49.4 lines, 2.85 
,.. 

per cent; personalities, 44.9 lines, 2.59 per cent, and 

defense-military, 38.5 lines, 2.20 per cent. .,.. 
On page onet, the composite paper showed some dif-

ferent 'deas. Lines of 1P copy totaled 420 .2 dtlily , or 

24.3 per cent of the daily average in the entire paper. 

This is approximately fifty-two and one-half inches, and 

the composite total was approximately 60 per cent of the 

front page avera&e of the leading individual newspaper, 
~ 

as regards page one usage. The Hannibal Courier-Post 

~ carried a daily average of 70 . 2 lines of AP copy on the 

front page, or approximately eighty-eight inches. 

With sports relegated to the inside pages and 

registering a negligible .19 per ~en~ on .page one, the 
ff; 

composite paper showed new favorite categories for front 

page use. Leading the list was national government, with 

66.5 lines, or 15.83 per cent of the front page total, 

according to Tables III and IV, pages 92, 93, 94, and 95. 

Almost equally favored wee: national politics, with 62.5 

lines and 14.87 per cent; accidents, with 53.9 lines, 

12.73 per cent; crime, 51.2 lines, 12.19 per cent; state 
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government, 49.4 lines, 11.75 per cent; and international, 

46.1 lines, 10.97 per cent. Other categories receiving 

som~ degree of attention on page one were: weather, 29.5 

lines, 7.02 per cent; personalities, 9.3 lines, 2.21 per 

cent; brights, 8.9 lines, 2.12 per cent; defense-military, 

8.4 lines, 1.99 per cent; economic, 7.4 lines, 1.76 per 

cent; and state politics, 5.6 lines, 1.33 per cent. 

III. TOTAL CONTENT CONSIDERATIONS 

Variation was the keynote of the news content 

study during the period. The news varied, not too sur

prisingly, from category to category and from day to day 

throughout, and even the AP's day TTS wire itself, highly 

standardized and geared to a set time schedule, varied 

in total volume by more than i,000 lines. Producing a 

mean total of 3,082.5 lines daily, ~he TTS wire's daily 

totals ranged from 3,414 lines on January 22 to 2,393 the 

next day. Some of the major categories were relatively 

consiatent, notably sports and economic, whose high daily 

totals made them the over-all leaders in the average of 

the individual days of TTS service. Others, however, 

ranged widely as the news changed in nature from day to 

day. The national politics category, for example, in

cluded more lines than any other in the AP totals on 

January 21, first day of the period. The first day total 

was 698 lines, but two days later, the TTS wire did not 

contain any news classified as United States politics. 
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The explanation in this case was apparent: President 

Eisenhower was inaugurated for his second term on that 

day, and the stories of his inauguration, speech, and re

lated activities dominated the AP's file. Except for 

sports and economic, which recorded 653 and 535 lines, 

respectively, other categor~es were left with only a 

relative scattering of lines on this day. 

The crime category made its biggest surge of the 

period on January 22, second day of the study period, 

with 526 lines , more than double its ove~-all average of 

246.5 lines. The occasion was the arrest of George 

Metesky, New York's "Mad Bomber." Congressional activ

ity concerr. ng the Middle East policy and the national 

budget brought federal goverr.ment news its biggest total 

on January 23, with 434 lines, after a low of 97 lines on 

the previous day. The state government category was ac

tive on January 22 and again January 24 , due to legisla

tion being considered by the newly reconvened GeP-eral 

Assembly, and administrative department and institutional 

budget ~quests. 

Crime news showed an 80 per cent decline on the 

day after the Mad Bomber story broke, but surged again 

the following day, January 24, on the strength of mush

rooming mystery and news develop~ents surrounding the mur

der of the teen-aged Grimes sisters of Chicago. The 

crime category registered 326 lines January 24, increased 

to 388 January 25, and continued strong the following 



Monday with 318 before tapering off for the rest of the 

period. 
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Defense and military news got its biggest play on 

January 28, with 239 lines, on the strength of previously 

secret missile program information disclosed by the Army. 

State government news soared to its highest point 

on January 30 with the half-billion dollar state budget 

request by Governor James T. Blair, Jr. The category 

totaled 621 lines that day and 452 the following day on 

the strength of the budget story and related news. 

Two categories which proved more consistent than 

most others during the period were accidents and weather. 

The accident~ category had its two biggest days on Jan

uary 22, when the Gans, Okla., tornado and others occurred, 

and January 31, when two planes collided and parts fell on 

school children near Van Nuys, Calif . On those two days 

the accidents category recorded 342 and 365 lines, respec

tively, compared with an average of 245.3 lines. Weather 

news showed the least variation of any category, with an 

almost unbroken line of 200-plus day~. There were only 

two exceptions, a 322-line total on January 28, and 184 

lines on January 31. Another relatively consistent cate

gory was international news, which ranged from a low of 

46 lines on the first day of the period to a high of 230 

on the last day. The February 1 total was increased by 

a "most hated man" analysis from London, involving Secre

tary of State Dulles of the United States, Prime Minister 



Nehru of India, and President Nasser of Egypt; by a des

cription of King Saud's visit to this country; and a 

United Nations story about a rift between Canada and the 

United States over the Sinai Desert problem. 

Among the less major categories, personalities 

surged on January 23 with the birth of a daughter to~ 
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the abdicated American movie queen, Grace Kelly, and her 

husband, Prince Rainier, in Monaco. The arts and leisure 

category was bolstered by the AP's inclusion of stories 

about the quiz show sensation, Charles Van Doren, who won 

more than $100,000 on the program "Twenty-One" during the 

period. Otherwis~, the arts, books, entertainment rtnd 

leisure time activities received little attention on the 

TTS wire. 

Categories which received negligible coverage on 

the TTS wire included agricultur e, educati on, religion, 

philanthropy, human interest, and s ci ence- i nvention, all 

of which averaged fewer than 10 lines a day . I n most of 

these categories there were no stories at al l a majority 

of the days. Education, as such, received no at t ent ion 

at all, but it should be pointed out that in this category 

and some of the others, especially agriculture, news re

lated to them was included on frequent occasions in other 

classifi cations, such as governmental. Labor news re

ceived more space than he other specific field categories 

did during the period, averaging 23.9 lines a day. It 

was helped by the fact that an American Federation of 
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Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations convention was 

held in Miami Beach, Fla., during the period studied. The 

social groups category also fared slightly better than 

several of the others, exceeding one hundred lines on 

two days and averaging 36.l lines for the entire period. 

Individual Newspapers 

The mean use of TTS wire copy through a descrip

tion of the composit~ newspaper has been given. However, 

the individual newspapers varied widely in their use of 

the AP's news selection on the TTS wire. In the followi~g 
~ 

space, a brief description of the principal characteris-

tics of the use made by each of the sixteen newspapers 

will be given : 

Carthage Press. The Press proved to be one of 

the most prolific users of AP copy. One of the four news

pa~rsf,Which receive only the TTS day wire , and not the 

early TA service, the Press had a mean use of 78 . 52 per 

cent of the wire service's daily average lines total. 

Carthage used 2,420.6 lines a day, on the average , in a 

paper with a mean size of 11.4 pages. In its selection 

of the various categories of news, the Press corresponded 

substa~ially with the proportions sent out by the AP. In 

all but four cases, the percentages recorded for Carthage 

were within one or two percentage points of those record

ed for the TTS wire. One of these was the economic cate

gory, which took up 17.02 per cent of the TTS wire, and 
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in which the individual papers were undoubtedly expected 

to be selective. Carthage's use averaged 8.94 per cent. 

The Press used approximately 3 per cent more national 

political news, 2 per cent more~labor copy, and 2 per cell't ... 
~ 

more of Hal Boyle's column than· tho percentage figures 

for ,the AP. There is no evidence of significance in any 

of these differences. ~ 

Dunklin Democrat, Kennett. The Kennett paper, 

which averaged 9.a pages per issue during the period, 

used 44.4g per cent of the AP t otal, of 1,371.0 lines. 

The Democrat's category proportions differed more marked

ly from the TTS wire than did those of the first-mentioned 

paper, but not so much as to indicate any decided differ

ence in news values. The Democrat used 13.04 per cent of 

federal government news, more than 4 per cent more than 

the TTS figure. Kennett also used slightly more crime 

news, proportionately, than the AP sent out, and less 

weather information. The Boyle column was used daily and 

took up proportionately some 6 per cent more of the 

paper's total AP usage. 

Nevada Mail. With a 7 . 0-page mean for the per

iod, the Mail was the smallest paper of the sixteen. A 

striking feature of its TTS wire usage was an unusually 

high percentage of sports news , 31 .62 per cent. The Mail 

used an average of 1,054.9 lines of TTS wire news a day, 

or 34.22 per cent of the AP's output on that wire. Of 

this, 333.5 lines, were devoted to sports. The Boyle 



column 'took up another 110.7 lines, or 10.49 per cent of 
"' .,;, 

the total used by the paper. Other categories corres-

ponded reasonably well with the TTS proportions. 

Macon Chronicle-Herald. Like the first-named 

three, tM Chrb~icle-Herald recef ves only the TTS day 

wire of the AP and no competing wire service. It used · 

a mean total of 1,098.7 lines a day, or 35.64 per cent ' 

of the available wire copy, in a paper averaging 8.2 
~ 

pages an edition. Of 1Yhe totals used, the proportions 

corresponded with few exceptions to those recorded for 
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the Associat ed Press. There was the expected lesser use 

of economic news, 4 pe~ cent more crime news, and 3 per 

cent less than the AP percentage in the weather news cate

gory. Around its 1098.7 mean, the Chronicle-Herald's 

daily totals ranged from 744 to 2,348 lines, or approxi

mately ninety-three to 294 inches. 
-

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian. Averaging 

14.2 pages a day, the Southeast Missourian used a mean 

47.08 p~ cent of the TTS wire total, or 1,451.2 lines 

daily. The range was from 880 to 1,933 lines. The cate

gory proportions were generally in line with the AP's; 

however, the Southeast Missourian used slightly more 

state government, national politics, international, and 

crime news, and slightly less federal government and 

weather. Cape Girardeau used 14.01 per cent economic 

news, an extremely large proportion compared to other 

pa~rs, but corresponding roughly to the Associated 
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Press percentage. 

Hannibal Courier-Post. A distinguishing feature 

of the Courier-Post's TTS news usage was its larger, and 

virtually equal, percentages given over to governmen ~n~ 

political news. The Courier-Post used an average daily 

total of 1,939.2 lines, or 62.91 per cent of the TTS 

total , Of the wire copy used, the Courier-Post devoted 

roughly 40 per cent to news of political significance, 
~~4, 

as follows: federal government, 10.31 per cent; state 

government, 11.42; national politics, 10.81; internation

al, 8.63 . These exceedea the ., AP proportions in all cases. 

In the case of two others political categories, state 

politics and foreign news, the Hannibal percentage 

corres,onded with that of the AP. There was a corres

ponding decline in accident and weather news, with others 

generally approximatin the TTS proportions. The Courier

Post averaged 14.4 pages daily. 

Jefferson City Post-Tribune. The Missouri capi

tal city's afternoon paper, averaging 12.2 pages a day 

for the period, used a mean t otal of 2, 430.5 lines of 

AP copy daily, or 78.8 per cent of the TTS wire average 

daily total. Naturally, the Jefferson City paper showed 

~ negligible use of Assoc:itated Press wire news in the 

state government and state politics categories: These 

stories almost invariably originated from Jefferson City, 

and were written locally, although it is possible AP 

stories may have been used to supplement or initiate 



locally written n&ws items. The Post-Tribune showed a 

slightly heavier use of wire sports news, with 21.85 per 

cent of its total devoted to that field, and also used 

larger percenta,ges of federal government, national poli-

· t\cs, and international news. Its weather ews was J.16 

per cent of the pape,., ·s mean total, 5 per cent less than 

the TTS proportion. The Jefferson City paper had a rel

atively wide range of total AP lines used, from 3,672 

on January 21 to 1,662 on January 22. 

84 

Joplin News-Herald. Typifying this n@wspaper was 
.. 

its great volume of Associated Press news. The News--. 
Herald used during t~e period a mean total of 2,969.0 

lines of AP wire news, or 96.Jl per cent of that available 
r 

on the TTS wire. The paper's daily totals ranged from 

2,268 to 3,578 lines. Apparently in some instances the 

early TA wire stories containing more words than their TTS 

counterparts were used by the ~-Herald, making it pos

sible to publish more lines of AP ~ews than were trans

mitted on the TTS wire. Although the Joplin paper aver

aged nnly 12.8 pages daily, just under the mean of the 

entire group of newspapers in the study, its totals approll

imated 371 inches daily. Another distinctive character

istic of the News-Herald was its even spread of content 

proportions throughout the various categories, s nd par

ticularly its relatively reduced use of sports wire news. 

In contrast to the AP's average 17.08 per cent of sports 

news, and the equally high or higher percentages recorded 
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for other newspapers, the Joplin newspaper carried a mean 

percentage of only 12.95 in the sports category. Propor

tionately increased was the international news category, 

with 10.37 per cent compared with the TTS wire's 4.48. 

Also above the wire service proportion was national poli

tics news, with 8.81 per cent, three above the AP figure. 

Crime news was approximately ~ per cent above the TTS 
L 

wire percentage, at 10.41; and weat~er category news, 

as in many other cases, was down by approximately 5 per 

cent. 

Moberly Monitor-Index. Averaging 11.2 pages an 

issue, this TTS subscriber used a mean daily total of 

2,089.5 lines of AP copy, repr esenting 67.79 per cent, 

or almost exactly two-th~s, oL the TTS file available 

to it. The Monitor-Index in general used approximately 

equal proportions to those sent out by the AP in the var

ious categories; but with the percentage points gained in 

the usual lower economic proportion, Moberly showed 

slight increases over the AP level in state government, 

national politics, international, crime, and sport5 news. 

A slight decline was recorded in the weather category. 

Poplar Bluff Alperican Republic. One of ~he heav

iest users of Associated Press copy, the American Republic 

printed a mean 2,670.2 lines daily, 86.62 per cent of the 

TTS wire's average daily total. The paper used propor

tionately l~ss federal government and state government 

news but greater percentages of international, defense-



military, and crime news. Sports news corresponded pro

portionately alaost exactly with the AP percentage. The 

economi: and weather categories were correspondingly 

lower, as in most of the other papers. , Range of the 
G. ' 

' Amerk£an Republic daily totals wa~ rather wide, from 

: ,222 to 3,129 lines. 

Sedalia Democrat. This newspaper, whichi pue-

liShed a paper averaging 12.0 pages daily during the 

period, was slightly under the mean in use of TTS wire 

news, printing an average of 1,433~2 lines a day, or 

46. J., per cent of the ii-P' a mean total. Sedalia' s range 

of total lines was from 861 to 1,841, or approximately 

108 to 230 inches. Like many of the other newspapers. 

the Democrat showed a sharp decline from the AP propor-
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tions in its use of economic and weather news, and it ex

ceeded by a small margin, 2 per cent, the TTS wire's 

sports percentage of 17.08. Slight increases also were 

noted in federal government, national politics, and inter

national, and foreign news, and a slight decrease in 

accident category lines. Also typifying the Democrat was 

the consistent use of the Boyle column, averaging 90.9 

lines daily and 6.34 per cent of the total used, and a 

somewhat heavier than usual dependence on brights, with 

5.15 per cent of the ~re copy used coming in this 

category. 

Sikeston Standard. The Sikeston paper, which 

averaged 10.4 pages an issue during the period, showed the 



lowest mean usage of the TTS wire, with 441.S lines, 

or 14.33 per cent of the AP's daily mean total. The 

Standard's daily totals ranged from 255 to 632 lines, 
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or approximately thirty-two to seventy-nine in~hes. Sev

eral moderate deviations from the AP proportions were re

corded in certain categories. The Democrat used a greater 

percentage of state government, national political, nand 

state political news, but showed a 3 per cent reduction 

in federal government news, and 2 per cent in interna

tional. The Standard corresponded to the AP's proportion 

of sports news, with 17.52 per cent, thus taking up 77.4 

of its 441.S daily line average. It also used the BoylP

column four days, for a mean use of 45.0 lines, or 10.19 

per cemt of the paper's total wire copy U.nes. 

The newspapers described up to this point have 

all been strictly Associated Press newspapers, although 

eight of them receive the additional early TA wire ser

vice, while four receive only the day TTS wire being 

studied. The last four papers present a different situ

ation in t hat they all subscribe to opposing telegrap~ 

news agencies, and also have in certain cases additional 

AP wire reports. The totals, averages and percentages 

listed pertain only to the use of AP wire news. 

Columbia Missourian. The second lowest user of 

AP wire news in the period studied, the Missourian pub

lished 736.7 lines daily, as a mean figure, representing 

23.90 per cent of the TTS wire news available. The range 
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of daily totals was from 329 to 1,222 lines. The most 

noticeable feature of the Missourian's usage was an un

usually high percentage, 18.64, of state government news, 

daily total lines average of 137.3. With the other 

categories corresp8nding g{ erally fairly closely to the 

TTS wire proportions, there is an indication of the po -

sibility that the Missouriam depended more heavily on the 
• 

Associated Press for state governmental news than on the 

other agency, the United Press; an alternative possibil

ity is that the Miesourian emphasized state government 

news far more than other categories, and used additional 

reports from the UP as well. Another feature of the 

paper's AP usage was its reduced sports category propor

tion, 11.16 per cent. This is roughly 7 per cent less 

than the TTS percentage, and suggests the possibility 

that the Missourian utilized the opposition wire service 

for the remainder. Some of the Columbia p~per's locally 

written sports news replaced AP copy, of course, since 

several AP stories concerning the University of Missouri 

football squad and coaches emanated from Columbia. 

Columbia Tribune. The Tribune used somewhat more 

AP news during the period than did the other Columbia 

paper, averaging 1,394.5 lines daily, or 45.24 per cent 

of the TTS d6ily total. A striki ng character· ic usage 

of this usage, was the fact that 35.56 per cent of iit , or 

496.0 lines a day, was sports news. The Tribune, which 

also is a client of the International News Service , 

ti 

" 
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apparently depended more on the AP for sports and state 

news, on the INS to a slightly greater extent for its 

national and international news. The Tribune's national 

politics category proportion of the AP wire copy was down 
;!S 

nearly; per cent, to only .92 per cent, and the federal 

government, international, and foreign categories were 

slightly lowsr. Greater use of the state government and 

state politics categories also was made. 
,t'l 

St. Joseph News-Press. By using 56.28 per cent 

of the TTS wire's daily mean total, the News-Press most 

closely approximated the 56.04 average for all the news

papers in the study. Total lines average was 1,734.7. 

There was probably more variati on, from category to cate

gory, in the St. Joseph paper than in any other. The 

News-Press showed a tendency to exceed the TTS propor

tions in its use of AP news in the national and interna

tional categories, but used a great deal less, proportion

ately, in state categories. Except for the federal 

government category, which corresponded closely with the 

TTS proportion, the News-Press used more AP copy in the 

national and supra-national areas. The News-Press' 

percentage of international news, 12.57, exceeded that of 

any other paper analyzed. National political news, aver-
e, 

aging 9.78 per cent, almost doubled the TTS figure, and 

defense-military lines quadrupled the AP average propor

tion. St. Joseph also used more AP crime ews, ~lative

ly, with 10.37 per cent. Only 1.96 per cent of the total 
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averaged by the ~-Press each day went into the state 

government category, compared with 8.59 per cent by the 

AP, and ~he state politics category totaled ·only .40 per 

cent. The News-Press, whi-ah ree,.-i.ves both UP and INS 
~ . 

• 
service in addition to the TTS and TA and three other 1¥ 
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wires, averaged 21.6 pages to the issue during the period, 

one of t~o papers with the biggest average. 

Springfield Leader and Press. Like the News

Press of St. Joseph, the Leader and Press receives both 

the UP and INS services in addition to the AP wires, and 

averaged 21 . 6 pages an issue during the period . The per

centage of AP copy used by Springfield, howver, was 

greater, 78.05 being one of the highest figures recorded. 

The Leader and Press also showed somewhat less variation 

in its category content from the TTS proportions. The 

Springfield paper exceeded the AP proportions in inter

national, defense-military, and crime news, and used pro

portionately less TTS copy in state government. 

Summation. Considered collectively, the news

papers corresponded closely in most cases to the AP's 

category proportions. Headings under which the news

papers exceeded the TTS proportions by more than l per 

cent are: national politics, by 2.27 per cent; defense

military, 1.06 per cent; international, J .11 per cent; 

crime, 1.45 per cent; sports, 1.83 per cent, and brights, 

1.71 per cent. Categories in which the collective 

newspapers' proportions were under those of the TTS report 



are: state g~vernment, 1.09 per cent; economic, 

cent; and weathe~, 4.82 per cent. 

IV. PAGE ONE COMPARISONS 

In addition "to the comparison of proport ions for 

any ~vidences of dissimilarity and special preference, 

the page one phase of the news content analysie provides 

" a way of ranking the news categories according to the 

spa~e gLven them by the editors on their front pages. In 

this portion of the study, the first three categories in 

point of page one total line averages and percentages 

were listed for each of the sixteen newspapers, and the 

top categories, taken collectively, were calculated from 

those listed. 

With the abundance and variety of news occurring 

during the period, the results of this sampling might be 

offered, with some confidence, as a near approximation 

of the general and true preferences of Missouri editors. 

The top three categories, despite two crime 

stories of wide interest, w~re governmental and politi 

cal. United States government was the top choice of the 

editors, with national politics a close second and stat e 

government a close third. News of accidents and dis

asters ranked fourth, with crime news fifth, international 

sixth, and weather seventh. No other categories were 

recorded among the top three for any newspaper. The three 

categories were assigned to each newspaper on a basis of 



TABLE III 

PERCENTAGES OF NEWS CATEGORIES ON PAGE ONE BY T.T.S. NEWSPAPERS{ , JAN. 21-FEB. 1, 1957 

Category Car. Ken. NeT. Mac. C.G. Han. J.C. Jop. Mob. 

U.S. GoTernment 17.80 22.36 16.80 13.47 8.85 18.84 19.90 16.26 14.28 
State GoTern.ment 12.05 10.42 22.74 14.58 13 .04 8.06 .37 3.13 16.49 
U.S. Politics 18.75 7.15 11.17 7.65 14.24 16.39 14.26 19-76 21.00 
State Politics 1.02 .57 .oo 2. 26 1.46 2.02 .oo .73 .96 
Defense-Military .67 .oo 2.92 4.17 1.36 .40 .59 2.28 2.98 
International 8.39 11.44 1.28 8.46 11.86 15.65 16.56 19.54 6.61 
Foreign .oo 1.35 .oo 2.24 .18 .38 .24 2.26 .91 
Economic 1.31 3.92 .oo 6.28 2.23 1.95 .oo .S6 3.82 
Crime 9.96 15.29 15.08 7.55 13.43 11.51 13.09 11.08 J.98 
Accidents 13.32 17.20 9.40 14.69 18.77 7.82 16.51 12.31 12.07 I 

Weather 15.64 7.10 14.48 7.55 6.01 4.37 2.54 2 .81 13.00 
Sports .oo .oo .oo .18 .oo .66 1.34 .oo .oo 
Labor .28 .oo .39 .15 1.20 3.83 3.47 4.43 1.18 
Agriculture .oo . 00 .oo .79 .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo 
Education .oo .oo .oo .oo .00 .oo .oo .oo .oo 
Religion .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .10 
Philanthropy .oo .oo .oo .oo .49 .26 .oo .oo .oo 
Social Groups .oo .oo 1.14 .oo .79 .80 -37 .oo .18 
Home-Family .oo .oo .oo .00 .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo 
Personalitiee .42 2.19 3.42 4-59 2.46 2.08 1.79 2.11 1.66 
Arts-Leisure .oo .00 .oo .99 .oo 1.13 .oo .oo .oo 
Human Interest .oo .oo .oo 1.73 .oo 1.03 1.28 .oo .oo 

I "" Science-InTention .oo .oo .oo .oo 1.43 .21 .27 .oo .oo 
Entertaining .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo 
Brights .09 .99 .oo 2.03 1.20 .46 5 .90 'I~ .44 .oo 
Social Forces . 23 .oo .oo . 66 .oo .46 .35 .oo .oo 
Miecellaneoua .oo .oo 1.17 .oo 1.20 1.71 1.18 J -05 .25 

'l'otals 91.03 52.73 40.0'2 56.05 55.68 100.00 53.32 .26 56.64 
,. 

''° 
N 
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TABLE III (Conti nued ) 
~ 

PERCENTAGES OF NEWS CATEGORIES ON PAGE ONE BY T. T. S. NEWSPAPERS, JAN. 21-FEB. 1, 1957 

Category P.B. Sed . Sik . C. M. C. T. S.J • Spr . AYg. 

U.S. GoYernment 12 . 02 17 . 32 11. 36 11 . 61 22.15 11.46 15.90 15.83 
State Gover nment 6 . 83 20 . 21 15. 50 41 . 47 20.5 2 4.81 9.13 11.75 
U.S. Politics 12.58 15. 39 18 .17 14 .49 . 00 25.08 11.57 14.87 ,. 

• I St ate Politi cs 1. 40 2. 85 5. 29 . 62 .oo . i'O 1.80 1.33 
Defense- Military 4. 34 1. 47 .oo 1. 73 6. 04 1.01 3.29 1.99 i 

International 11. 62 10 . 80 1. 66 4 . 65 5. 39 12 .81 9.54 10 . 97 
Foreign .oo 1.22 . 18 .oo .oo . 24 .oo .64 
Economic 2.11 . 25 4 . 23 .oi .oo . 37 .79 1.76 
Crime 15 . 36 10 . 41 12 . 51 4 . 1/ 10 .14 21.47 17~13 12.19 
Accidents 18 . 75 10 . 71 11.13 7 . 62 16 . 82 8 . 20 10.67 12.73 
Weather 6.99 2. 83 14. 26 8.5 l 11. 09 . 20 3. 30 7 . 02 
Sports .oo . 16 .oo .oo 1. 29 .oo .oo .19 
Labor .69 1.52 . 28 3. 19 2. 87 1.71 .77 1 . 71 
Agr i cul ture . 87 . 95 . 37 .oo .oo .oo .oo . 19 
Education .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo 
Religion .oo . 00 1.06 .oo .oo .oo . 29 .07 
Philanthr opy .oo .oo .oo . 00 .oo .oo .oo . 05 
Social Groups .oo 1. 83 . 87 . 31 . 41 1.41 2 . 00 , ... '164 
Home-Family .oo . 00 .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo 
Personalities .oo 1.97 2. 67 1.64 . 64 J... . 81 4 . 06 2. 21 
Arts-Leisure .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo .17 
Human Interest .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo . 00 . 77 .35 
Science- InYention . 00 .oo .oo . oo .oo .oo .oo . 12 
Enter taining .oo . 00 .oo .oo . oo .oo .oo .oo 
Brights 4. 67 .oo . 46 . 00 .58 6. 08 8 . 28 2. 12 

§al Forces . 27 . 11 .oo .oo .oo .oo .oo 
. 14 J cellaneous 1. 58 . 11 . oo .oo 2. 05 . 34 . 72 . 86 

otal s 78 . 45 62 . 92 30 . 96 32 . 14 24 . 30 42 . 36 87 . 04 59 .so" ___ _ ~ 
·-- ------- ·· 
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TABLE IV 

AVERAG ES OF LINES IN CATEGORIES ON PAGE ONE BY T. T. S. NEWSPAPERS, J AN. 21-FEB. 1, 1957 

Categol'.'y Car. Ken . Nev . Mac. C.G. Han. J.C. Jop. Mob. 
U. S. GoTernment 113 . 8 82 . 8 47 . 2 53 . 0 34 . 6 132 .3 74 .5 106.5 56.8 
State GoTernment 77 . 0 :,-8 . 6 6J . 9 57 . 4 51.0 56. 6 1.4 20.2 65.6 
U. S. Politics 119 . 9 26 . 5 31.4 30 . 1 55 . 7 115. 1 53. 4 129. 4 83.5 
State Politics 6. 5 2. 1 .o 8. 9 5. 7 14 . 2 .o 4.8 3.8 
Defense-Military 4. 3 .o 8. 2 16 . 4 5. 3 2.8 2. 2 14.9 11.9 
International 53 . 6 42 . 4 3. 6 33 . 3 46 . 4 109 . 9 62 . 0 128.0 26. 3 
Foreign .o 5. 0 .o 8 . 8 . 7 2. 7 .9 14.8 3. 6 
Economic 8. 4 ll~. 5 .o 24 . 7 8. 7 13 . 7 .o 5.6 15. 2 
Cr ime 63 . 9 ,6 . 6 42 . 4 29 . 7 52 . 5 80 . 8 49 . 0 72.6 17.9 
Ac cidents 85 . 2 63 . 7 26 . 4 57 . 8 73 . 4 54 . 9 61. 8 80. 6 48.0 
Weather 100 . 0 26 . 3 40 . 7 29 . 7 23 . 5 30 . 7 9 .5 18. 4. 51 .7 
Sports .o .o .o . 7 .o 4. 6 5. 0 .o .o 
Labor 1.8 .o 1.1 . 6 4. 7 26 .9 13. 0 29.0 4. 7 
Agr iculture .o .o .o 3. 1 .o .o .o .o .o 
Education .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o 
Religion .o .o .o .o .o .o .o . o . 4 
Philanthropy .o .o .o .o 1.9 1. 8 .o .o .o 
Social Gr oups .o .o 3. 2 .o 2. 3 5. 6 1. 4 .o . 7 
Home-Family .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o 
Personalities 2. 7 8 . 1 9 . 6 18 . 1 cg . 6 14 . 6 6 . 7 13 . 8 6. 6 
l.r ts-Leisure .o .o .o 3. 9 .o 7. 9 .o .o .o 
Human I nt erest .o .o .o 6. 8 .o 7 . 2 4. 8 .o .o 
Science- Invention .o .o .o .o 5. 6 1.5 1. 0 .o .o 
Entertaining .o .o .o . o .o .o .o .o .o 
Brights ,. 6 3. 7 .o 8. 0 4. 7 3. 2 22 . 1 2. 9 .o 
Social Forces 1.5 .o .o 2. 6 .o 3. 2 1.3 .o .o 
Miscellaneous .o .o 3. 3 .o 4. 7 12 . 0 4 . 4 13 . 4 1. 0 

Tota l s 639 . 2 370 . 3 281.0 393 . 6 391.0 702 . 2 374 . 4 654 . 9 397 . 7 
I 
'° ~ 

---· 



TABLE IV (Continued) .) 

AVERAGES OF LINES IN CATEGORIES ON PAGE ONE BY T. T. S. NEWSPAP ERS , JAN . 21- FEB. 1 , 1957 

Category P. B. Sed . Sik . C. M. C. T. s .. J . Spr . Avg . 

U. S. Government 66. 2 76 . 5 24 . 7 26 . 2 37 . 8 34. 1 97 .2 66.5 
State Government 37 . 6 89 . 3 33 . 7 93 . 6 35 . 0 14. 3 55.8 49. 4 
U. S. Politics 69 . 3 68 . 0 39 . 5 32. 7 0 76 . 6 70. 7 62.5 
State Politics 7 . 7 12 . 6 11.5 1.4 0 0 11.0 5. 6 
Defense , Military 23 . 9 6. 5 0 3. 9 10 . 3 3.0 20.1 8. 4 
International 64 . 0 !+7 . 7 3. 6 10 . 5 9 . 2 38 .1 58.3 46 .1 
Foreign 0 5. 4 . 4 0 0 . 7 0 2. 7 
Economic 11.6 1.1 9., 0 0 1.1 4.8 7 . 4 
Crime 84 . 6 46 . 0 27 . 2 9 . 4 17 . 3 63 . 9 104. 7 51. 2 
Accidents 103 . 3 47 . 3 24 . 2 17 . 2 28 . 7 21+ . 4- 65 .2 53. 9 
Weather 38 . 5 12. 5 31.0 19 . 2 18 . 9 . 6 20 . 2 29 . 5 
Sports 0 -7 0 0 2. 2 0 0 . 8 
Labor 3. 8 6. 7 . 6 7 . 2 4. 9 5. 1 4. 7 7 . 2 
Agriculture 4 . 5 4. 2 .8 0 0 0 0 . 8 
Education 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Religion 0 0 ;c . 3 0 0 0 1 . 8 . 3 
Philanthropy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Social Groups 0 8 . 1 1.9 . 7 . 7 4. 2 12 . 2 2. 6 
Home , Family 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Personalities 0 8 . 7 5. 8 3. 7 1.1 14 . 3 24 . 8 9 . 3 
Art s , Leisure 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 . 7 
Human Interest 0 0 0 0 0 0 4. 7 1 . 5 
Science , Invention 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 5 
Entertaining 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Brights 25. 7 0 1.0 0 1.0 18 . 1 50 . 6 8 . 9 
Social Forces 1 . 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 .6 
Miscellaneous 8 . 7 . 5 0 0 3. 5 1.0 4.4 3. 6 

Totals 550 . 9 441 . 8 217 . 4 225 . 7 170 . 6 297 . 5 611 . 2 420 .. 2 
I 
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that newspaper's mean percentage use on the front page 

-during the period, but without regard t o the actual nu-

merical value of the percentage. To arrive at the com

posite order, the r anks were changed to points , with 
~ 

each category r eceiving one point for each first place , 

two for second, three for third, and five for each news

paper which did not rank the category in the top three . 
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On this basis , with the lowest score best, the 

seven categories whi ch dominated the top three positions 

of all the newspapers finished in this order : federal 

government , with 2 . '/5 points ; national politics , 2 . 81 ; 

state government , 2 . 88 ; accidents , J . 81 ; crimev 4 . 00 ; 

international , 4 . 37 ; and weather , 4 . 75 . United States 

government was ~mon~ the first three categories of t he 

most newspapers , twelve , being first in f our , second in 

four and third info· r . National politics was first, 

having the highest average percentage , in the most news 

papers , five , was second in three and third in three , 

failing to be included among the first three choices of 

five papers . State government finished either first or 

second on each of the seven occasions that it ranked 

among the first three , but was not ranked among the first 

three in nine newspapers . The accidents category was the 

favorite subject , according to the percentages , of three 

newspapers , second in one, and third in two . It was not 

among the t op three in ten papers. Crime was the first 

choice in only one newspaper , second in two and third in 



th~ee, and was not among the first three in mean line 

totals of the other ten papers. International news was 
~ 

the second ranked category on two papers and third on 
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two, not being included in that group on the other twelTe. 

Weather news was ranked third on two newspapers to account 

for its composite rank. 

The sixteen newspapers, witl! their first three 
~ 

categories listed in order of preference, are: 
~ 

Carthage Press--national politics, federal goTern-

ment, weather; Dunklin Democrat, Kennett--federal goTern- : 

ment, accidents, cri~e; NeTada ¥~il--state goTernment, 

federal goTerrunent, crime; Macon Chronicle-Herald-

accidents, state goTernment, federal goTernment; Cape 

Girardeau Southeast Missourian--accidents, national poli -

tics, crime; Hannibal Courier-Post--federal goTernment, 

national politics, international ; Jefferson City Post

Tribune--federal goTernment, international, accidents; 

Joplin News-Herald--national politics , international , 

federal goTernment; Moberly Monitor-Index--national poli

tics, state goTernment, federal goTernment; Poplar Bluff 

American Republic--accidents, crime, national politics; 

Sedalia Democrat--state goTernment, federal goTernment, 

national politics; Sikeston Standard--national politics, 

state goTer~ment, weather; Columbia Missourian--state 

goTernment, nati o~al politics, f~deral goTernment; 

Columbia Tribune--federal goTernment, state goTernrnent, 

accidents; St. Joseph News-Press--national politics, 



crime, international; Springfield Leader and Press-

crime, federal government, national politics. 

V. DATELINE COMPARISONS 

Supplementing the content analyses, the datelines 

study is aimed at helping to give geographical scope to 

the over-all study. In addition to the breakdown into 

specific regions of special interest--state, regional, 

national, and foreign--the study of datelines appearing 

in the TTS papers during the period makes it possible to 

describe, statistically, the l eading sources of wire 

news within toose areas. 
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As indicated in Tables V and VI, pages 101, 102, 

103, and 104 , the datelines analysis showed that the com

posite paper's news originated from points that were 

28.62 per cent state, 2.64 per cent regional, 57. 66 per 

cent national, and 11.02 per cent international or for

eign. United Nations, although situated in New York, was 

classified as international and grouped with the foreign 

datelines. 

The tables further disclose that within Missouri, 

St. Louis was the lesding news source, with 7.98 per cent 

of th~ datelines in the study; Jefferson City was second 

among the individually classed places, with 6.43 per cent, 

and Kansas City third with 4.79 per cent. Collectively, 

all other state points provided 6.13 per cent of the 

datelines, and ).28 per cent of the state stories were 
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undated. ,;:) 

In the national area, Washington was the greatest 
" 

, single source of news, with 12.34 per cent. New York was 

the source of S.32 per cent, Chicago 5.77 per cent , and 

undated storiec 6.10 per cent. A grouping Qf cities 

classified as major, and includi ng Boston, Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Louisville , Dallas, 
". "' 

Los Angeles, San Franc'isco, Denver, and others of gen-

erally metropolitan status, provided 12.30 per cent of the 

datelines . Another 12 . S2 per cent came from all others in 

t he national area . Regional datelines were classified 

either as undated or "others ," no one city being the 

source of sufficient strictly regional stories to merit 

individual listing . Making up the 2 . 64 t otal, 1 . 41 per 

cent of the r egional stories were undated , and 1 . 23 per 

cent were in the others category . 

In the international and foreign area , United 

Nations stories t ook up 1.05 per cent , and f oreign date

lines 9 .9g per cent . The t raditional news centers of 

London, Paris , and Rome- were among the l .eading datelines 

sources, with the "n ew" tradi~ional center , Moscow , being 

the actual leader . Foreign news has a way of shifting, 

of concentrating its focus on one or two areas at a time, 

an,i then moving on as the pendulum of world news swings 

t o another place . During the period under study, the 

f ocus of world news was on the Near and Middle East. 

Budapest, Gair~, and New Delhi datelines appeared 
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frequently on the TTS wire during the period, with Bonn, 
• 

Monte Carlo, and Melbourne, Australia, also the source of 

seTeral stories. Total numbers of datelines on the TTS 

$ <Wire during the period were: Moscow, nine; London, 

seTen; Budapest five; Paris and Bonn, four each; Cairo, 

New Delhi, Melbourne and Monte Carlo, three each; Hong 

Kong, Warsaw, and Algiers, two ea ch; and one each" from 

Tijuana, Mexico; Ankara, Turkey; Rio de Janeiro; Port 

Said, Egypt; Alexandria, Egypt; Antarctica; Eastbourne, 

England; Toronto, Canada; Wellington, New Zealand; 

Nicosia, Cyprus; Anchorage, Alaska; Seoul, South Korea; 

Copenhagen, Denmark; Taipei, Formosa, and Belgrade, Yugo-. 
slaTia. 

Of the eight newspapers in the study which re

ceiTe the early TA wire serTice in addition to the TTS, 

all either exceeded or closely approximated the TTS daily 

dateline aTerage of 6.4. Of the four papers getting TTS 

service only, three were well under the TTS mean, and the 

other, Carthage, Tirtually duplicated the AP figure. The 

two Columbia papers, with no early TA wire serTice but 

with opposition wire agencies, had relatiTely negligible 

foreign dateline percentages. St. Joseph and Springfield, 

each with two other news association reports and other AP 

wire serTices, both exceeded the TTS daily aTerage by 

moderate margins. 
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TABLE V 

PERCENTAGES OF NUMBERS OF DATELINES IN T. T.S. NEWSPAPERS, JAN. 2l~FEB. 1, 1957 
I 

Datelines Car. Ken. Nev. Mac. C.G. Han. J . C. r Jop. Mob. 
'T 

STATE: 
Kansas City 10.26 1.54 5.06 6.04 2.91 3.69 4.51 6.59 8.29 
St. Louis 6.21 10.19 2. 6C 7.42 9.27 8.30 7.17 5w45 8.29 
Jefferson Ci~y 7.56 6.79 9.82 7 .69 6.73 7.56 .oo 4.32 7.15 
Undated 1.62 2.78 4.46 3.02 2.73 3.69 2.25 1.59 4. 39 
Others 8.37 4.63 5.06 9.90 4.00 6.09 7.74 4.09 ., 9 . 27 

Total State 34.02 25.93 27.08 34.07 25.24 29.33 21.67 22.04 37.39 
REGIONAL: 

Undated 1.62 3.40 3-87 .55 1.82 1.12 1.55 1.36 .98 
Others 2. 29 3.40 1.19 .27 2.54 .37 .70 1.93 1 . 63 

Total Regional 3.91 6.80 5.06 .82 4.36 1.49 2.25 3. 29 2.61 
NATIONAL: 

New York 9.31 10.50 9.52 5.77 9.64 13.10 10.11 9. 09 7. 32 
Washington 11.88 12.65 12.50 12.91 9.82 15.31 12.51 11 . 82 12.52 
Chicago 4.99 3.70 4.76 1.47 9.64 10.15 3. 52 8.64 3.09 
Undated 4.72 10.19 9.23 2.75 2. 3'l 5.35 5.91 3.98 6.34 
Major Cities 9.72 11.11 10.42 10.44 12.90 9.96 15.19 13.86 9.76 
Others 12.42 11.73 12.20 20.33 14.00 6.46 16. 03 ,. 12.73 10.73 

Total National 53.04 59.88 58.63 53.67 58.3? 60 . 33 63.27 60.12 49.76 
INTERNATIONAL, FOREIGN: 

United Nat!ons .54 2.16 .oo .27 1.45 1.48 ' 1.13 1.36 .49 
Foreign 8.50 5.29 9.23 10.17 10.18 7.38 :r1 . 67 13 . 18 9.76 

Total Intl., For. 9.04 7.45 9.23 10.44 11.63 8 . 86 12.81 14.54 10.25 
Daily Totals 69.71 30.48 31.61 34.24 51.74 50.99 66.89 82.78 57.85 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
PERCENTAGES OF NUMBERS OF DATELINES IN T.T . S. NEWSPAPERS , JAN. 2L-FEB . 1, 1957 

Datelines P.B. Sed . Sik . C.M. C.T. S.J. Spr. Avg. A.P. 

STATE: 
Kansas City 3. 19 3. 77 7. 93 1.92 4. 55 3.11 3. 38 i.,. 79 8.67 
St . Louis 6. 80 5. 03 12 . 80 13 . 94 14 . 55 3. 45 6.18 7.98 8.37 
Jefferson City 2. 77 5. 87 7. 32 13 . 94 10 . 68 . 1.55 3.24 6. 43 7.06 
Undated 2. 77 . 63 6. lCJ 5. 77 5. 00 2. 43 3.24 3.28 4.33 
Others 3. 88 3. 35 9. 15 4. 33 10 . 91 2.59 4.71 6.13 8.00 

Total State 19 . 41 18 . 65 43 . 30 39 . 90 45 . -69 13.12 20.75 28/62 36.43 
REGIONAL : 

Undated 1.25 . 42 . 00 . 00 . 45 2. 25 1.91 1.41 3.57 
Others . 55 . 63 .61 . 48 1.14 . 35 1.62 1.23 1. 22 

Total Regional 1.80 1.05 . 61 . 48 1.59 2. 60 3.5 3 2.64 4.79 
NATIONAL : 

New York 9 . 15 5.45 6. 71 4. 81 5. 45 9 -33 7.94 8. 32 10.60 
Washington 11.37 14. 46 11.59 15 . 38 7. 04 13 . 30 12.35 r2 . 34 11.90 
Chicago 5. 55 6. 92 3. 05 2. 88 8. 64 11 . 57 3. 68 5.77 9. 20 
Undated 6. 24 5.45 6. 71 13 . 94 7. 50 1.21 5. 74 6.10 3.96 
Major Cities 17 . 61 21.17 7.32 4. 81 8. 64 17 . 44 16.47 12.30 7.24 
Others 16 . 78 14. 89 7.93 6. 73 12 . 05 14. 85 15.29 12 .82 9 . 41 

Total National 66 . 70 68 . 34 43 . 31 48 . 55 49 . 32 67 . 70 61 . 47 57 . 66 52 .31 
INTERNATIONAL, FOREIGN : 

2. 08 United Nations 1.68 1.83 . 48 .23 . 86 . 74 1.05 . 47 
Foreign 9 . 99 10 . 27 10. 98 10.58 3.18 15 . 72 13.53 9. 98 6. 02 

Total Int ., For. 1.2. 07 11.95 12 . 81 11 . 06 3. 41 16.58 14.27 11 . 02 6. 49 

Daily Totals 67. 83 44 . 87 15 . 42 19 . 57 41.39 54. 47 6: . 96 48 . 99 100. 00 
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TAELE VI 
AVERAGE NUMBERS OF DATELINES IN T.T.S. NEWSPAPERS, JAN~, 21-FEB. 1, 1957 

l. -
Datelines Car. Ken. Nev. Mac . C.G. ifah . J.C 'e Jop. Mob. 

STATE: 
l 

Kansas City 7.6 . 5 1.7 2. 2 1.6 2.0 3.2 5.8 > 5.1 
St. Louis 4. 6 3.3 .9 2.7 5.1 4.5 5.1 4.8 1 5.1 
Jefferson City 5. 6 2. 2 3. 3 2.8 3. 7 4.1 .o 3.8 4.4 
Undated 1.2 .9 l.5 1.1 1.5 2.0 1.6 1.4 2.7 
Others 6. 2 1.. 5 1.7 3. 6 2. 2 3.3 5.5 3.6 5-7 

Total State 25 . 2 8.4 9.1 12 . 4 14 . 1 15.9 15.4 19.4 23.0 
REGIONAL: 

Undated 1.2 1.1 1.3 . 2 1.0 .6 1.1 1.2 .6 
Others 1.7 1.1 . 4 .1 1.4 . 2 .5 1.7 1.0 

Total Regional 2.9 2. 2 1.7 . 3 2. 4 . 8 1.6 2.9 1.6 
NATIONAL: 

New York 6.9 3. 4 3. 2 2. 1 5. 3 7.1 7.2 8.0 4 .• 5 
Washington 8.8 4.1 4. 2 4.7 5. 4 8.3 8.9 10.4 7.7 
Chicago 3. 7 1 . 2 1.6 . 9 5.3 5.5 2.5 7.6 1.9 
Undated 3. 5 3.,3 3.1 1.0 1.3 2.9 4.2 3.5 3.9 
Major Cities 7 . 2 3. 6 3. 5 3.8 7.1 5.4 10.8 12.2 6.0 
Others 9 . 2 3.8 4.1 7-4 7.7 3.5 11.4 11.2 6.6 

Total National 39.3 19.4 19 . 7 19.9 32 . 1 32 .7 45.0 52.9 30.6 
INTERNATIONAL, FOREIGN: 
United Nations .4 . 7 .o .1 .8 .8 .8 1.2 .3 
Foreign 6f;3 1.7 3.1 3.8 5.6 4.0 8.3 11.6 6.0 

Total Int ., Foreign 6. 7 2. 4 3.1 3.8 6.4 4.8 9.1 12.8 6.3 

Daily Totals 74 . 1 32 . 4 33 . 6 36.4 55.0 54.2 71.1 88.0 61.5 
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TABLE VI {Continued ) 

AVERAGE NUMBERS OF DATELINES IN T.T.S. NEWSPAPERS , JAN 21-FEB. 1, 1957 

Datelines P.B. Sed. Sik. C.M. C.T. S.J • Spr. Avg. A.P. 

STATE: 
Kansas City 2. 3 1.8 1.3 .4 2. 0 1.8 2.3 2.6 9.1 I " St. Louis 4.9 2.4 2. 1 2.9 6. 4 2.0 4.2 f 3.8 8.9 
Jefferson City 2 .. 0 2.8 1.2 2.9 4.7 .9 2.2 2.9 7.5 
Undated 2.0 .3 1.0 1.2 2.2 1.4 2.2 <> '- ".'\ 1.5 4.6 
Others 2.8 1.6 1.5 . 9 4.8 1.5 3.2 t5- , 3.1 8.5 

Total State 14.0 8.9 7.1 8.3 20 . 1 7.6 14.1 13.9 38.6 
REGIONAL: 

Undated .9 . 2 .o .o . 2 1.3 1.3 .8 3.8 
Others .4 . 3 .1 .1 . 5 . 2 1.1 .7 1.3 

Total Regional 1. 3 .5 . 1 .1 .7 1.5 2. 4 , 1.5 5.1 
NATIONAL: 

New York 6. 6 2. 6 1.1 1.0 2.4 5.4 5.4 4.5 11.3 
Washington 8.2 6.9 1.9 3.2 3.1 7.7 8.4 6.4 12.7 
CM.cago 4.0 3.3 .5 .6 3.8 6:;• 2.5 3.2 9.8 
Und.ated 4.5 2. 6 1.1 2.9 3. 3 3.9 2.8 4.2 
Major Cities 12.7 10.1 1.2 1.0 3.8 10.1• 11.2 6.9 7.7 
Others 12 .1 7. 1 1.J 1.4 5.3 8.-6 10.4 6.9 10.0 

Total National 48 .1 32 . 6 7.1 10.1 21 .7 39.2 41.8 30 .7 55.7 
INTERNATIONAL, FOREIGN: 
United Nations 1. 5 .8 . 3 .1 .1 . 5 . 5 . 6 .5 
Foreign 7. 2 4. 9 1.8 2.2 1.4 9.1 9.2 5.3 6. 4 

Total Int., Foreign 8. 7 5. 7 2.1 2.3 1.5 9.6 9.7 5.9 6.4 

Daily Totals 72.1 47.7 16.4 20.S 4,4.0 57.9 68.0 52.0 106.3 
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CHAPTER VI 

SlJ19t!RY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Chief Talue of the study is conE.idered ~ Y the' i n

Testigator to be its descriptiTeness of the central 

tendency and Tariability of the newspapers in the selec

tions of the differen~ types of news, rather than in the 

findings of gaps or weaknesses in the wire asso ciation 

report or on the part of editors. The study was under

taken with no pre-determined assumptions or expectations; 

it was intended as a purely empirical e~erimen+ in which 

significant results would come to the fore statistically, 

although without any concerted effort toward extreme 

statistical refinement, tests of significance of differ

ences, and the like. 

The study seems to refute certain often-heard 

critici sms of newspapers and press associations, and to 

support others. The common contention that crime news is 

oTerplayed, for instance, appears to be disproTed by the 

study, since crime was relegated to fifth place among the 

news categories in space giTen to the Tarious types on 

the front pages of the sixteen newspapers. The accusa

tion can not be entirely rejected, howeTer, because the 

definition of "oTerplayed" becomes a problem of semantics. 

It is also true that while the goTernment and political 
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categories gained higher aTe~ages on the newspapers' 

front pages, crime was the leading category, with the 

exception of sports, on an over-all basis. 

Another criticism which has been co~only heard 
,. 

o 4is that newspapers do not carry enough newS: of a strictly 

foreign nature: that is, news oppo.l'ed to that classified 

as international, or world-wide in scope. To this the 

study seems to offer both verification and refutation. 

The percentage of the AP•s day TTS wire devoted to for

eign news daily was only .66 of a per cent; however , the 

newspapers collectiTely used a daily average of 1.23 per 

:~ ,. 

cent, and the statistics give some support to the supposi

tion that they might use more if it were made available. 

Still another common criticism of the wire news 

agencies and the newspapers is their large volume of 

sports news. Once again, the question can not be an

swered satisfactorily without an answer to the sematical 

question of "How much is too much?" Sports news took up 

17 .08 per cent of the TTS wire daily, compared to 7 or 8 

per cent for most other major news categories. This may 

be considered too much by some critics, but not by others. 

The arbitrary categorizing of the news types also is a 

factor in this consideration. For instance, the two 

governmental categories, national and state, would if 

taken together total 16.23 per cent, roughly comparable 

to the sports percentage of 18.91. 

An pirically derived criticism of the AP•s news 

... 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
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selection for the TTS wire might be that it did not de

vote sufficient attention to c~rtain of the minor news 

categor es. While the two-week period chosen can not be 

accepted as entirely typical, it might b8',argued that at 
0 

least a minimal amount of spao:e should be devo~ed to 

these categories. For instance, the AP transmitted no 

stories at all in two categories, education .and home-fam-
.'j. 

• ily; and negligible amounts of less than • 50 .p~zlt·cent, in 

agriculture , religion, philanthropy, arts and leisure, 

human interest, science-invention, and social forces . 

The composite newspaper percertages were correspondingly . 

low, but in most cases did exceed those of the TTS wire. 

To another generally debated question as t o 

whether the use of material from huge press associations 

and syndicates makes today's newspapers too standardized 

and similar, the study provides both confirming and re

butting evidence . As the averages indicate, there was 

general correspondence with the proportions calculated 

on the TTS wire; but at the same time, the variability of 

the sixteen newspapers was great, and probably was more 

significant than the over-all average. To cite a specif

ic example, two individual newspapers might be compared. 

Cape Girardeau and Joplin both receive the TTS'and early 

TA wires of the AP but no rival news agency's report, and 

thus are generally depeadent on the AP for wire news. 

The News-Herald of Joplin used 96.J per cent of the AP 

copy produced on the TTS wire, and the Southeast 

. ' 

• 
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Missourian 47.08 per cent. The two newspapers used 

amounts differing by 3 per cent or more in these cate

gories: federal government, state government, inter

national, and sports. Other evidence for a certain 

amount of individualit~ is offered in the category 

rankings in 4 the page one study, which showed a great deal 

of variability and wide differences in news selection by 

the editors. Ideally,"of course, all newspapers should 

be different, should have no stories •id·entical to those 

i~ other newspapers, just as it would be ideal for all 
.. 

clothes to be i~dividually tailored. However, this is 

out of the question torlay, and this study would seem to 
. 

indicate that t here is more diversity of news selection 

by the various su~scribers to one wire service than 

might be suspected. 

The popularity of several regular features of 

the early TA wi re which were not reproduced on the TTS 

day wire appears to indicate that their inclusion on the 

latter would be welcomed by the editors. Three features 

which were used regularly by a majority of the TA wir_ 

but which did not appear in TTS-only papers were the Bob 

Thomas movie column, the Charles Mercer television col

umn, and the James Marlow news interpretation feature. 

These, along with other news which obviously ~id not come 

off the TTS wire, were not counted in the totals for the 

newspapers in which they appe!red, but were obserTed to 

have been used by a majority ef the papers with access to 

J 

t 
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them. Of course, the TTS wire is limited, as an all-

purpose wire, and would have to cut into some other ~ater

ial to include such additio~_l regular features daily. 

A general self-criticism of the p tudy would be 
,;, 

that it lacked preciseness. Contributing to this lack 

were: the heterogeniety of the papers involved, as re

gards access to wire news from sources other than the 

TTS wire; the length of the study period, and the fact 

that 9 small number of stories were missing from the 

original file. A more compact study, involving only 

newspapers with identi cal wire news affiliations, and 

tracing each story individually, might prove worthwhile 

to a greater degree. Similarly a comparison of the use 

of wire news in papers with ac cess to opposing press 

associations' reports should be informative. 

Despite ~hese limitations, however, the investi-... 
gator feels that the findings of the study, representing 

as they do the central tendencies and variations of the 

news judgment of sixte~n different newspapers, have made 

it a worthwhile undertaking. 
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Columbia Tribune, January 21 through February 1, 1957. 

Hannibal Courier-Post, January 21 through February 1, 1957. 

Jefferson Ci~~ Post-Tribune, January 21 through February 
"""T, 7. 

Joplin News-Herald, January 21 through February 1, 1957. 

Dunklin Democrat (Kennett), January 21 through February 
1, 1957. 

Macon Chronicle-Herald, January 21 through February 1, 
1957. 

Moberly Monitor-Index, January 21 through February 1, 1957. 

Nevada Mail, January 21 through February 1, 1957. 
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Poplar Bluff American Republic, January 21 through Feb
ruary 1, 1957. 

St. Joseth News-Press, January 21 through February 1, 
95~ · 
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~ ~em~ c~~t, Janu~ y 21 thrp ugh February 1, 1957. 

Sikeston Standarf: January 21 through February 1, 1957. 

Springfield Le&der and Press, January 21 through February 
1, 19$7. 
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