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Universal ear notching system for pigs
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Purebred swine breeders are required to ear notch
pigs to be eligible for registration in their respective
swine breed associations. There are several different
ear notching systems in use which tend to be con-
fusing not only to breeders, but also to testing
stations, extension workers, vocational agriculture
instructors, and others who work with swine exhi-
bitions and improvement and selection programs.

It is generally believed throughout the swine
industry that a standard or universal identification
system should be adopted.

Several different groups have gone on record as
favoring or recommending that the 1,3,9;27 or the
Universal System be adopted and put into use by the
swine industry. This system is required by major
breed associations.

This system can be used by .commercial pro-
ducers. It is particularly helpful in keeping records on
performances and identifying prospective replace-
ments. Some producers have modified the system to
identify pigs born by week in the year. Ear notches
are made from1 to 52 to provide a quick check.of age
of pigs in any pen.

The adoption of this Universal System has re-
duced the confusion producers have had in the past
with several identification systems. Where good tech-
niques are used in notching, one can quickly and
accurately obtain each pig's number. Care must be
taken in adding the values of the individual notches
to obtain the litter number.

The only equipment needed to do a good job of
notching is a pair of ear notchers, which can be
purchased in some local stores that carry a line of
veterinary supplies. Or they may be ordered from
various breeder supply companies.

There are two things that need to be carefully
watched:

® Make sure that the notch is deep enough. It
should be read easily without having to catch the pig.

® Be sure the notches are in the correct position in
the ear. For example, do not get the one or three
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The-above notches are clear. The right ear is the litter
number and in this caseis Litter 10. The number in the
left earis 7. This pig’'s number, therefore, is 10-7.

Notches in the lower part of the right ear are not deep
enough and are too close to the middle part of the ear.
Is this number 11 or 13?

The above notches in the lower part of fhe left ear are
in the proper place and are deep enough to be legible.
The above number is 7. Refer to the chart.

notch(es) too close to the middle of the lower right or
left ear.

A system or plan that some breeders use is to
notch boars and barrows with even numbers and gilts
in each litter with odd numbers, or vice versa. This
applies to the individual notches placed in the left
ear.

Study the chart on the back page carefully, and
keep it handy for reference.
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