
J. J. Grandville (French, 1803-1847) 
Illustration from The Flowers Personified.   
New York: R. Martin, 1847. 
RARE RES NC1135.G63 1847 
 
Cover from Les fleurs animées.  
Paris: Gabriel de Gonet, ca. 1847.  
RARE NC1135.G63 1850 
 
 
J. J. Grandville, born Jean-Ignace-Isidore Gerard, made his reputation as a cartoonist and 
book illustrator during the second quarter of the nineteenth century.  His first prominent 
work, a satirical study of the class system called Les Metamorphoses du Jour, led him to 
focus on political cartoons and caricature for the first half of his career.  Along with 
Honoré Daumier, Grandville lampooned the political and aristocratic rulers of France in 
the pages of Le Caricature and Le Charivari and became well known as a cartoonist.  
However, unlike Daumier, Grandville abandoned political art for book illustration after 
Louis Philippe’s crackdown on free speech in 1835.  Even so, his book art retains a sense 
of social or political commentary, even if not directly expressed. 
 
Grandville’s book illustrations feature elements of the symbolic, dreamlike and 
incongruous, sometimes even verging on the surreal.   His art often blends human 
features with the characteristics of animals or inanimate objects in order to make a 
satirical or political point.  In Les fleurs animées, Grandville endows each type of flower 
with a human form and characteristics. 
 
The cover of the French edition of Les fleurs animeés reflects the growing interest in 
decorated cloth bindings in the nineteenth century.  Technological advances in 
bookbinding machinery during this period made it possible for publishers to release 
books in uniform cloth bindings.  Gilded and colored stamped designs developed in the 
1840s and were popular forms of decoration through the early twentieth century.  This 
binding is typical of the highly ornamented styles popular in the late 1840s and 1850s.  
Designed by Grandville, the cover features a design stamped in colored metallic foil.  The 
binding cloth was treated with an embossing stamp to create a grained, leather-like 
texture. 
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