
MU ' s first building, 
Academic Hall, is 
shown the day ofter 
the g reat fi re. 
Siole Hi>l<lric:olSocioty 
oiMi s..,...;,eoi.,,.,t,;a 

The north entrance 
to c ampus is 
pictured around the 
turn of the century. 
The springhouse 
ove r-Chalybeate 
Sp..-ing was a 
romantic spot. 
U.W-t<fy clM111ouri,i..,d,.... 

1995 marks the Francis Quadrangle Centennial 

Noble Past STORY BY JIM KELTY 

I n the beginn ing the re was fire . It 
started in the east wing of Academic 
Hall on the evening of Jan . 9. 1892. 

The flames spread quickly. and within a 
few hours the University of Missouri was 
devastaied. 

The g reat fi re, probably a result of 
fa ulty wiring, destroyed the building that 
housed most of 1he University' s 
classrooms and learning faci lities. But in 
the three years that fo llowed, Academic 
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llall was replaced by six new buildings. 
establi~hing presenHlay Francis 
Quadrangle. 

!995 marks the 100th ann iversary of 
Jesse Hall and the Quad - a century of 
tremendous growth for MU. due in no 
small pan 10 the man for whom the 
building is named. 

Richard He nry Je,;se was 1he president 
of the Universit y the ni ght Academic Hall 
caught tire. In the af1ernia1h of the 
disaster. he guided MU in its new 
direction, expressed in the design of the 
new campus. 

The open quadrangle plan wi1h 
separate build ings for d ifferent 
dcp:1nmcnb in an orderl y grouping around 
a lawn was based on :1 design 1irs1 UM!d by 
Thomas Jefferson at the Univcr~i ty of 
Virginia. h rellecwd Jefferson's belief that 
a uni versity should be a vi llage not a 
house. lt also rel1cc1cd his concep1 of 
uni versitiesasconmmni1iesin1hcmselves 
where student s and faculty cou ld live 
together and be engulfed in educational 
opportunities. 

For almost 50 years, Academic Hall 
had been the focal poit11 of campus 
life. In addiiion to classrooms, it 

housed admini strative offices. libraries, 
laboratories. a c hapel and a natural history 
museum. East and west wings had been 
added in 1885 to nccommodate the 
growing number of students. Switzler 
Hall. completed in 1872. and the 
presidenl° s house (now 1hc chancellor's 
residence) accompanied the main 
building. 

President Jesse was just six months into 
hi s admi ni stration on the fateful ni ght of 
the fire. When the ruins of the building 
were cleared, only the Columns were le ft 
standing, and they were an immediate 
subject o f controversy. During the 
cleanup, a fistfight broke out between an 
alu mnus nnd the president of the Board of 
Curators when the latter ordered mule 
teams lo be hitched to one of the Columns 
to pull ii to the ground. 

Morri s Frederick Bell. the architect of 
the new buildings. included the Columns 
in the campus master plan. But when the 
grounds were leveled and the new 
buildings began to take shape. there was 
increasing feeling that the Columns. 
perched on a narrow ridge, were unsight ly 
and spoiled the effect of the new campus. 
In 1893 the cura1ors voted to di smantle 
them, but an outcry by alumni saved them 
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Engineering students raised a lot af eye
brows in 1909 when they built a JO•loat 
representation af St. Patrick. 
~olE~"'II~ 
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A stone visage, at right, on the engineering 
complex ove rlooks Francis Quadrangle, 
where happenings like this 195 1 pep rally, 
above, have occurred for 100 years. 

Thomas Jefferson's tombstone hos 
appeared at different locations since it was 
unveiled at MU in 1885. During American 
bicentennial ceremonies in 1976, the 
marker was moved to its present spot in 
front of the chancellor's residence. 
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In plann ing the Quadrangle, Bell 
worked with designs developed by Jesse. 
Gov. David Rowland Francis and Cal vin 
Woodward, a member or the Board of 
Curators. With the president 's house on 
the cast ,md Swit zlcr on the west, the 
Quad took shape as Be ll added six new 
bui ldings: Law (now Sociology): 
Chemical (now Pickard Hal l); Biology 
and Geology (now Swull ow); Mechanic 
Ans (now part or 1he eng ineering 
complex) : Physics and Engineeri ng (also 
part the eng ineering complex): and new 
Academi c 1-1:tll (later named for Jesse). 
Workers comple ted the cons1ruc1io11 in the 
summer of 1895. 

Bell. a self-trained architcc1 from 
Fu lton. Mo .. had designed numerous 
bui ld ings througho ut the sta te, but his 
work on the Quad n::prcsentcd hi s greatest 
accomplishment in a long and prolific 
architectu ral career. says Dr. Osmund 
Overby. professor of art hi story and 
archaeology. "' He combi ned a great 
vari ety of decorat ive e ffects withi n a 
larger sche me that is strongly unified by 
sca le. rhylhm . color and mate rials," 
Ove rby says. "' Be ll' s architecture on the 
Quad is a splendid example of lhe free and 
inve nti ve ec lecti cism that is clrnracteri stic 
of the second ha lf of the 19th centu ry." 

The o rnamenta l design of the buildings 
was richer than it appears today, Overby 
poi nts out. Jesse Hall 's roof originally 
included a balustrade and stalues of lions 
and goddesses. The gold ba ll atop 1hc 
dome orig ina lly had wi ngs, which came 
off duri ng World War I when someone 
fa stened 1he sta ff of a large American flag 
to one of 1he wings. The balustrade and 
statuary were probably blown down by 
storms, such as the one in 193 1 that 
knocked two corner towers off Swallow 
Ha ll . Muc h of the ornamental design of 
the Mechan ic Arts bu ilding was lost in 
19 11 whe n the roof and cornice of the 
bu ilding were destroyed by fire. 

As new bu ildings were added to the 
Q uad, the use of red brick and the 
general rhythm and scale of the 

ori ginal group were continued. Overby 
says. The Journalism School fonned the 
Quadrangle's northeast corner, beg inning 
with Neff Hall in 1920. '"Whe n Walter 
Will iams Hall was added, they were 
joined with an archway that formed a 
particul arly effective e nt rance to the 
Quad," he notes. 

By the end of Jesse ·s 17-year tenure as 
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president, the Uni versity encompassed 14 
buil dings and more than J,(X)() students, 
which represented a s ix-fold increase in 
the swdem enrollment during his 
administratio n. Jesse died in 1921, and 
the Uni vers ity's main bui lding was 
renamed in his honor the fo llowing year. 

Today, Jesse Hall houses residential 
li fe, udmissions and the Graduate School 
as well as offi ces for 1he chance llor and 
provost. Though the building always has 
served admi nistrati ve fun ctions. some 
fonner students may recall when 1he 
second noor was a gy mnasi um. with part 
of the noor set aside for the " ladies' 
parlors" where s tudents spe m time 
between classes. Jesse Auditorium has 
been the scene of many plays. concerts 
and speeches. Amo ng the earliest 
notables to 3ppcar there were William 
Jennings Bryan and M3rk Twain. 

The Board of Curators named the 
Quad in honor of fom1 erGov. Francis in 
recogni tion of his support for and close 
involvemeJl\ with the rebuilding of the 
Universi ty after c.he great fire. 

Throughout its existence. Francis 
Qu3drangle has been the focal point of 
campus ceremonies. tradi1ions. pranks. 
demonstrations and rituals. Student cadets 
and bands marched and drilled there for 
many years. Until 1950, graduati ng 
classes marched around the Columns e11 
rmlle to commencement. Tap Day 
exercises for campus honoraries arc still 
held there. 

In 1914,the mcn' sglce clubwas 
quarantined in a tent on the Q uad after 
some members came down with small 
pox on a trip to California. A t one time, 
only seniors were supposed to walk up to 
the Columns. The lower terrace around 
the sacred pi ll ars was reserved for juniors. 
Freshme n were not sup1>0scd to come 
anywhere near and were 110110 be fou nd 
using the s idewalk north of the Columns. 

Engineering students were 
traditionally !he guardians of the Quud. 
They kept a sharp eye out for students 
c ulling across the lawn on the way co 
class, and formed paddle lines to punish 
any such offender. The eng ineers learned 
the use o f compass and theodolite by 
measuring the Columns and they held 
extravagant ceremonies in front of them 
every March. In 1958 the Columns had to 
be sandblasted to remove a coat of green 
paint applied during St. Pat's week. 

Twice in the 1950s, s1udents climbed 
to the top of the Columns for publicity 
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Demonstrations from different eras: In the 
1970s, students gathered on the Quad to 
protest the Vietnam War. 

The following decade, onti-oportheid 
activists were arrested for trespassing ofter 
they set up shanties in front of Jesse Hall. 

The six buildings constructed on the Quad 
in the 1890s were designed in o freely 
interpreted Victorian style that includes 
Beaux-Arts Classicism and Romanesque 
details. 
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O 1d Missouri, 

Fair Missouri 1 

Dear Old 

Varsity, 

Ours ore hearts 

that fondly 
love thee. 

Here's a health 

lo thee! 

f very sludent, 

man 

and maiden, 

Swells 

the glad 

refrain, 

'Till the 

breezes, 

music laden, 

Waft it back 

again. 

R oud art thou 

in classic 

beauly 

Of thy 

noble past. 

With thy watch 

words, 

honor, duly, 

Thy high Fame 

shall last. 

-alma mater 
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~1Unts. One .~ tuden! drew all en ti on to 
himself by wearing a long nowing cape 
wi th red lining. The other incide nt 
involved a student 1rying to publicize a 
c:impus theatrical product ion. After 
maki ng it to 1he top of one of the 
Columns. he spent several uncomfortable 
hours in the cold weather waiting for 
firefi ghters to rescue him. 

In 1948, a roaming mob of student~ 
demons1ra1ed in front of the president' s 
house. demanding an extension of the 
University's holiday vacation. The crowd 
set fire 10 a Chri stm a~ tree dragged from 
the lobby of Jesse Hall. Presiden1 
Frederick Middlebush' s appearance on 1he 
balcony of Jesse l-lal l to explain the 
Univer:, ity ~chedule ended the 
demonstration. 

During the Vietnam War. student 
pro1es1ers demonstrated 011 the Quad. 
interfering with the prac1ice drills of the 
ROTC studen ts. In 1974, more than 400 
nude studen1 s flashed acro~s the lawn. 
setting a world record for streaking. 
Protesters in 1986 constructed a "shanty 
town'" in from of Jesse Ha ll 10 ex press 
their anger abou1 the University investing 
in finns operating in South Afri ca. 

One of the turning points in the history 
of the Quad came in 1974 when !he 
fedcrnl government declared i! a National 
Historic District. 

'"When thm happened it drew altention 
to the buildings and began a new 
appreci t1tion for them," says Overby. "In 
the 1960s. the long-range plan fo r the 
campus called for most of the buildings on 
1he Quad to come down. Some people 
assumed that all the red brick buildings 
were old :ind used up. But that attitude 
changed when we made the Natiotrnl 
Register of Hi storic Places." 

A nother historical and sometimes 
overlooked treasure of the Quad is 
the original tombstone from the 

grave of Thomas Jefferson. The 
tombstone, located in front of the 
chancel lor's residence, was a gift to the 
University from Jefferson's dcscend:ints 
more than a century ago when a new, 
larger monument was erected over 
Jefferson' s grave at Monticello. 

The granite marker arri ved at MU 
several years before Academi c Hall 
burned down . Today, if Jefferson' s ghost 
were to visit the tombstone. he would 
surely approve of the architectural setting 
in which it is fou nd.Iii 
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A village with global impact 
In the early 19th century, Tiiomas Jefferson pioneered a new type of American uni
versity when he founded the University of Virgini a. ln his design of the in~titution. 
Jefferson envisioned an "academical village" wilh buildings arranged around an open 
square of grass and trees, a place where a secular sense of community between facul
ty and students could flouri sh. 

This ideal was carried forth at MU with the cons1ruction of the Quadrangle in the 
1890s. Si nce that lime, the people who have worked and played on the Quad have 
built MU's reputation in the global vi llage. Their accompli shmems are immeasurable. 

Every spring the Univers i1y sponsors a Tap Day ceremony in from of the Columns 
to recognize outsl:rnding members of !he cmnpus community. During the ceremony, 
the new initiates of several campus honoraries are announced. Membership to these 
groups is based on scholarship and service to the Uni versity and the community. 

One of the groups - The Rollins Society - was established thi s year. 'nle other 
fi ve honoruries- QEBH. Monar Board, Omicron Delta Kappa, LSV and Mystical 7 
- were founded more than 70 years ago. and one of them has roots thal go back to 
the university Thomas Jefferson founded. 

Mystical 7 is an offshoot of the Secret 7. an honorary organization established at 
the University of Virginia. The Secret 7 selected the seven most outstanding men on 
campus: members were known by their good works throughout the community. rather 
than by thei r names. 

At Mizzou, Mystical 7 broke with thi .~ tradition of secrecy in 1907. Since that 
time. Mysti cal 7 has publicly recogni zed the finest senior men who have passed 
through the Uni versity. Another tradition was broken in 1976 when women were 
admi lled to the organization. Today Mystical 7 honors those men and women who 
have displayed ou1s1anding and unsel fi sh leadership abil ity. 

Scrawled on the inside of the Jene Holl dome are names of members of Tap Day 
honoraries who visited the dome nocturnally os a rite of initiation. ,.,....,,.._ 
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