
Big 
Eights 
Eight seniors guide squad to MU's 

first undefeated Big Eight title and 

to the Elite Eight of the NCAA. 

Plus, Norm Stewart is named 

National Coach of the Year. 
SUMMER 1994 

I n a strange yet wonderful season in 
which the men's basketball team set 
some true standards for the 

program. it was an off-the-coun event 
that most impressed Coach Norm 
Stewart. BS Ed '56, M Ed '60. 

And that's saying somelhing. The 
1993-94 Tigers, with eight seniors on 
the roster, wem through the Big Eight 
season undefeated, marking only the 
thi rd time in league history that feat had 
been accomplished and the first time an 
MU team had done it. Kansas last 
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accomplished it in 197 1. The Tigers were seeded No. I in the 
NCAA tournament, where they won three games to earn a spot in 
the Elite Eight, coming within one win of the FinaJ Four. Stewart 
subsequently was selected National Coach of the Year by five 
organizations or publications: The Associated Press, United Press 
International, The Sponing News, Basketball Times and 
Basketball Weekly; a big reason was that preseason polls had 
picked MU to finish no higher than third place in the Big Eight. 

And yet. sit down with the coach and the first thing he 
meniions is the incredible support. financial and otherwise, he 
received from Mizzoo fans in the American Cancer Society's 
Coaches vs. Cancer campaign. Stewart. in his 27th year at 
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Mizzou. led the s1atewide drive in which businesses and 
individuals pledged various amounts of money for every three
point shot 1he Tigers made during the season. The team 
responded by hiuing a school-record 204 three-pointers. raising 
more than $400.000 for cancer research. 

··11 was a year lha1 was remarkable in many ways. but this was 
the most heart-warming accomplishment of all." says Stewart. 
who fought his own banle with colon cancer five years ago. And 
the ripples were felt far beyond state borders. On April 15, he 
was invited 10 the White House 10 receive the cancer society's 
Courage Award from Presidem Bill C linton (see story at right). 
"Whar a way to top it off," Stewart adds. 

This marvelous season couldn't have had a more ominous 
beginning, however. Playing the inaugural game at the Bud 
Walton Arena in Fayeueville. the T igers were clobbered on 
national television by even1ual NCAA champs Arkansas, 120-68 
- the mos1 lopsided loss in MU basketball history. ''The Joss did 
have some residual benefi1s." Stewart says. "It woke us up and 
convinced us that we had to s1art working. It also got us Paul 
O'Liney.'' 

O'Liney, who as a guard for Pensacola (Fla.) J unior College 
was named most valuable player of the National Junior College 
Alhletic Association toumamen1 last year. was watching the 
game on TV. " I said to myself, 'Tomorrow I'm going to give 
them a call and see if they want some help.··· he says. He did just 
1ha1. then came to Columbia over Christmas break and tried out 
for the team. O'Liney turned oul 10 be yet another bright spo1 on 
this squad. playing in 24 games and hitting a total of 43 three
pointers. 

The Tigers defeated their nexl four opponems. but most of the 
games were close and the team "never really played inspired," 
Stewart says. That all changed after the lhriller with IJlinois on 
Dec. 22. a triple-overtime contest in S1. Louis that many MU fans 
contend is the most exciting basketball game they've e\'er seen. 
Down by 9 points with a minute left to play, MU came back to tie 
and send 1he game into ove11ime. They held sirong through the 
ncx1 two ove11imes before freshmen Jason Sutherland. KeUy 
Thames and Derek Grimm took over in the 1hird overtime - all 
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Presidential honor 
Spons have a way of bringing everyone to the same level. 

That was the way it was for Nonn Stewa11 after meeting 
with President Bill Clinton at the While House on April 15. 
Stewart and Rodney Patterson, a former player for George 
Washington University and a fellow cancer survivor, were in 
Washington to receive the American Cancer Society's Courage 
A ward from the president. 

"We were waiting in lhe outer office with a number of other 
people who. one by one, were called into the Oval Office to 
meet briefly with the president," Stewart says. "In each case, 
t~e president stayed by his desk and the visitors came 10 him. 

''When it was our tum, though, President Clinton walked to 
the door, greeted us with a big grin and boomed ou1. 'Hi, 
Norm!' That down-to-earth honesty made me want 10 respond, 
'Well, hello, Bill!' Bui of course, I didn't- I said, 'Hello, Mr. 
President.' 

"ll occurred to me, !hough. for just for a moment, we were 
on the same level. Sports can do that." 

Stewart and Clinton talked about the MU-Arkansas rivalry 
- the president is a staunch Razorback fan - and Stewart 
gave Clinton an MU wannup outfit. ';He told me, ' I don' t lhink 
I'd be able to wear these in Fayetteville,"' Stewart says. "And I 
10\d him. 'That's OK. Come to Columbia and wear them, Mr. 
President. You' re welcome anytime."' 

the MU starters had fouled out by then - and guided the Tigers 
to a 108-107 win. 

'1'hat was the turning point of the season," Stewart says. ''The 
fact that we kept coming back. then pulled away at the end, told 
us that we had what it takes. We knew then that we could win 
some big games." 

After Illinois, the Tigers played with a vengeance. They beat 
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Kansas State by 20 points. Iowa State by 23, Nebraska by 16 and 
knocked off Oklahoma, Oklahoma State and Kansas twice. "One 
or the keys was our strong bench," says Stewart. noting that at 
least 12 players regularly saw action. "When one combination 
didn't work, we always seemed to find another one that would." 

Another factor was the close tie that existed between a core 
group or the seniors. For four years, Melvin Booker. Jevon 
Crudup, Lamont Frazier and Reggie Smith had lived together. 
played together, ate together, hung out together. Frazier. tagged 
.. Cher Boy-Ar-Dee," was the cook at their apartment; Booker 
once joked that Lamont could bum anything. Crudup was known 
as "Dad," and was responsible for keeping track orthe bills and 
signing the checks. He'd send Smith out on root to pay the local 
bills; noting that it saved on postage. 'That family-style closeness 
transrerred to the basketball court and made them more 
effective," Stewart says. 

Yet another key was the maturity that a large number or 
seniors can bring to a team. "'It's one thing to have talent. but 
experienced talent is even better,'' Stewart says. When someone 
asked Booker about Kelly Thames' success-Thames. from St. 
Louis, was named the Big Eight Freshman or the Year at season's 
end- Booker said matter-or-factly, "With all the experience 
around Kelly, he can't help but have poise." That seriousness also 
made the players strive for greater things. 'This is nice," Booker 
said arter the Tigers won the Big Eight title, "but we won't be 
satisfied until we win the national championship." 

As every loyal Tiger fan knows. that didn't happen this year. 
But the team did manage to pull off the school's most successful 
post.season campaign ever, defeating Navy, 76-63; Wisconsin. 
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I 09-96: and Syracuse, 98-88, before bowing to Arizona. 92-72. 
in the NCAA West Regional final. "It really hurt to go so far and 
not make the Final Four," Booker says. 

Yet, the lightly recruited guard from Moss Point, Miss., can 
take some solace in a host of individual honors. Booker finally 
rose rrom Anthony Peeler's shadow to make second team All
America, win the Big Eight Player of the Year award and finish 
his career as the Tigers' fifth leading scorer or all time and 1heir 
top three-point shooter. Crudup. who along with Booker has the 
best chance at making the pros, earned second-team all-Big Eight 
honors and praise from Stewart as "the best defensive post player 
we've ever had.'' 

The other six seniors - Frazier. Smith, Mark Atkins, Jed 
Frost, Chris Heller and Derek Dunham - will either graduate 
this spring or continue their schooling in the fall. Frazier, 
arguably the best aJl-around athlete of the bunch. may go out for 
MU's footbaJl team. Stewart says Frost could have a future in 
coaching. "I believe that with time, every member of this group 
will graduate,'' he adds. 

Eight seniors ... who guided the squad to a Big Eight 
championship for the eighth time, MU's first time undefeated in 
conference play. . and to the Elite Eight of the NCAA 
tournament. What more could you want? 

"Certainly. it would have been nice to win the NCAA title." 
Stewart says. "But when you stop and look at the record, we've 
been regionally dominant over a 20-year period. We've been 
nationally competitive during that time. We've given the people 
of the state of Missouri some exciting basketball. I'd like to think 
that in most respects, we've answered the bell:' l!l 
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