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The bumpe r s li cke r on Dr. 
Chris1opher .. Kit" Salter 's 
briefcase reads, .. Without geog

raphy, you' re nowhere!" Salter. who 
lives and breathes the subject as pro
fessor and chainnan of geography. is 
everywhere. 

His day begins early at 7:30 a.m. 
a1 a College of Arts and Science s1aff 
ne twork breakfas t he ld at the Alumni 
Center. Saller attends as the guesl of 
his secre1ary. Mary Wilson, and they 
hear Dr. Thomas D iLorenzo, chair-
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man of psychology, speak on the 
psychology of happiness. 

During the breakfas1. Saller ques
tions his companions on wha1 17-
year-old high schoolers 1hink aboul 
before en1eri ng college. This is the 
first time today Salter will prepare 
for his evening speech before a group 
of National Meri1 and Achievement 
Scho lars from area high schools. 

Salter also fi elds the fi rs t com
ments of the day about his outlandish 
tie, for which he is no1orious. " I wear 

• Abon, Salter's at Ito. ii 
tfie dassrOOM. Tiie cowse, 
Regiols ...i NatioltS of tM 
World,exlllllilttsllowotlter 
dhciploes•epartol 

~tf.;,1ttt, 1e1sa 
colertlleloogihodemod 
latitvdeolC ...... 
• SaheJ lltelfS win, frOM 

~lt:C.,;gP.,...., o 
<MlplJfer progr-.r; 
Salter,T•Haithcott, 

""'" '' "" Geotroplok ResowcesCHter, fettg·Xu, 
a postiloctoral shMlewt; 
JosepllAstrotti, assist• • 
professor;Owisfllkller, a 
rtseardi assodote; • T•y 
Prato, a professor ii 
ogricuftwale<OltOllics. 

unique ties because I unders1and how 
difficult ii is for students to stay awake 
in my class." he jokes. ··Tue ties are 
my visual aids.·· 

Barely before 9 a.m .. Salter dashes 
into his o ffi ce in 4 S1ewart Hall , puts 
on a pot of coffee and calls a meeti ng 
to o rder. Dr. Tony Prato. a professor 
in agricultural economics, together 
w ith two doctoral students from his 
department. discuss the possibil ity of 
the Geographic Resources Center 
working with agricuilural economics 
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on future projects. The GRC, estab
lished in 1980, helps clients identify 
the most proficient methods of col
lecting. storing and analyzing geo
graphic data. 

Salter accepts the constant meet
ings associated with life as a de
partmem chainnan; it's the re

lentless flow of paper 1ha1 he finds 
frustrating. ··1 came here on Dec. I. 
1988. from the Na1ional Geograph ic 
Society in Washington. D.C .. because 
I wanted to lry the task of chainnan
ship in the heanland," says Salter. 
who took a !Operccntpaycut. Money 
aside. it was a good move for him and 
his wife of e ight years. Cathy. "Mis-

souri is engaging and 
different. '' hesays. 

MO-GEOG 
Geographic explora

tion is nothing new to 
Salter. Growing up as a 
military brat. Salter at
tended 22 schools and 
hitchhiked 135.000mi les 
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through his late teens and early 20s. 
He holds a BA from Oberlin College 
in Ohio. and a MA and PhD from 
Berkeley. Now 52. Salter has not lost 
his interest in the nature of pc<>ple 
and places. 

His home in Hansburg. 25 miles 
south of Columbia. reflects Salter's 
experiences and provides a comfort
able haven from 1he busy schedu le on 
Campus. Following the morning 
meeting, Sailer drives home al I 0:40 
to do some chores and go over some 
paperwork with Cathy. Sharing a 
similar background. Cathy taught 
geography at a junior high school in 
Los Angeles for20 years. She contin
ues to consult and co-edits the special 
summer edition of the Journal of 
Geography. a periodical sponsored 
by the National Geograph ic Society. 
Targeted for, and written by teachers 
from kindergarten through grade 12. 
the articles in the Jo11mal deal with 
basic geographic themes. 

Another link with the National 
Geograph ic Society occurred in 
1990 when Salter became the 

fi rs t recipient of the National Geo
graphic Educator Award. It marked 
the fi rst time in I 00 years that a 
teacher was placed on the same cer
emonial level as the world's greatest 
explorers and adventurers. 

This imemational perspective and 
reputation. according to Walle r 
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Schroeder. assistant professor of ge
ography and former department 
chainnan. is why MU recruited Salter. 
··He has brought to our department a 
national perspective that has he lped 
the departmem achieve visibility," 
Schroeder says. Thisopinion is shared 
by Alyson Greiner. a teaching assis
tant of Salter's. "He is trying to re
cruit people from out-cf-state and 
inte rnational s1udems to give the de
partment a global dimension.·· 

Shortly after noon, Salter swings 
by Shakespeare's to pick up a 
couple of pizzas for another staff 

meeting. Dr. Joseph Astroth, assis
tant professor of geography and as
sistant director of the Geographic 
Resources Center; Tim Hai1hcoat. 
GRC program director: and Craig 
Pepmiller, a computer programmer, 
meet in Salter's office to discuss de
partmental affairs over pizza, soda 
and Oreo cookies. The meeting Iasis 
until almost 2 p.m .. and Salter takes 
advantage of a few minutes before 
class to work on tonight's speech. 

At 2:30 p.m. Salter heads upstairs 
to the audi1orium in Stewart Hall to 
teach his class, Regions and Nations 
of the World. The course, which deals 
with geography as a broad topic, ex
amines how geology. history. an-
1hropology and 1he humanilies are all 
part of a geography class. 

Salter encourages his students to 
expand their interpretation of geog
raphy by assigning a novel at the 
beginning of each semester. "I re
quire a novel in every class like Huck 
Finn or Grapes o[Wrath . to show the 
students how geography manifests 
itself.'' says Salter. who has written 
l 19articles andreviewsand IOOOoks. 

"MU isa good school with a strong 
faculty, bu1 1he students are quiet. I 
would like 10 see them get more ver
bal and argumentative. Education 
cannot take place by memorizing. 
There has to be interaction," says 
Sailer, whose class has 125 s1udents. 

Sean Lamont, a fourth-year geog
raphy major from Smithville, Mo .. 
thinks the problem is due to the large 
number of students and non-majors 
in the course. "Kit Salter is one of the 
most creative pc<>ple I've ever met.'' 
he says. "Tremendously intelligent 
and articulate, he creates exactly the 
image he wants to convey." 

Following class at 4 p.m., Salter 
races back downstai rs to meet Rex 
Bohm from the State Department of 
Natural Resources. Salter asks Bohm 
to speak to MU 's Geography Club 
about earthquakes fo llowing lben 
Browning's unsuccessful prediction 
of an eanhquake a long the New 
Madrid fault Dec. 3. 

At5:45 p.m .. Salter leaves Stewart 
Hall to meet Cathy at the Forum 
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Shopping Center. There. he switches 
cars and they ride together to the 
Missouri Country Club for a student· 
recruitment dinner. 

Moving comfortably from one 
large group to another. Salter ex· 
changes the classroom filled with 
students for the dining room fi lled 
with National Merit and Achieve
ment Scholars. The 14 high-school 
seniors from Hickman. Rock Bridge 
and Boonville and the ir parents listen 
intensely as Dr. Gary Smith. director 
of admissions. introduces the keynote 
speaker. "Kit Salter is one of our 
typical faculty members:· Smith says 
jokingly. Quickly ascertaining that 
Salter is far from average. the stu· 
dents fl ock to him after his speech to 
ask questions and share experiences. 

I t is almost I 0 p.m. before Salter 
leaves the country club and heads 
for home, and almost I 0:30 be

fore he pulls up the driveway in 
Hartsburg. Culminating a 15-hour 
day, he collapses in a chair. He and 
Cathy chat briefly, then grow quiet. 
Salter stares blankly at the Amish. 
log cabin-patterned quilt on the wall. 
'"During an earthquake, or major 
power fai lure," Salter wryly con
cedes, "the Amish would become the 
new leaders of the world." But for 
now. it is bedtime. Tomorrow is an· 
other undoubtedly busy day. l!I 
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