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M aryJoMuratorewasa 19-year
old sophomore at Kent State 
University on May 4, 1970, 

when the National Guard stormed the 
campus in tanks. "I saw students shot; 
I saw them die," she recalls. '"In shock 
and panic, I felt helplessly betrayed. 
But the professors were pillars. They 
weretheonessaying, 'This is wrong.· 
lbeir grief and moral outrage revealed 
the depth of their affection and com
mitment to the students. From then 
on there was no turning back for me." 

Today Muratore (pronounced 
MUR a tor) is a college professor, 
teaching French at MU. She pro
fesses a lifelong commitment to 
weeding out injustice and seeking 
truth. "What I like about students is 
that their instincts of fairness and 
justice are very sharp at this age. 
That's what I love about university 
teaching. lbe students are so refresh
ing, fundamentally good and fair, 
enthusiastic and optimistic." 

In tum, Muratore·s students give 
her stellar teaching evaluations. Col
leagues also offer high praise. "Mary 
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MOKatorecO!<hesherlweoth 
ahtr leoming shewon o 
SIO,OOOKonperfellowship. 
Deliveringthegood news are, 
hornleh,Choncelloclloskel 
Monroe, Provos1tierold 
BroudecandiarryClorlr.dean 
ofortsoodscien<e. 

Jo is an enthusiastic and imaginative The award is especially gratifying 
teacher who has had great success in since French is a difficult subjecl. 
motivating students from a variety of large ly imj.X)Sedon students who must 
backgrounds to enjoy ~-----~ take a foreign language 

~~~~~g~~g~:8!'.~11~~~ We're forever ~~s~:~~:~~. r~:r:,1~;; 
ture and culture." says indebted says. "French can be 

~:· J;! :a;~; ::s::~ to those who ::~ra~:ir; s~~~~ ;~~~ 
enc~~ another tribute to teach US, soys ~~: lc;:~\~~e~ii~~ii:~ 
~hei: s~U::~:~~n~:~1:1~ Dr. Mory Jo the;~;~r~::~~ l and II 
William T. Kemper Fe\- Muratore, are five-hour courses, 

~x:!~1~:.;:s~~~~ one of 10 ~1~=~i:~1~i~~e':~: 
awards are provided with Kemper we ll. it's a five-hour A or 

~i~~~~'.ft~~:~~ Fellows ~;. 't~~;~e;taa;;:i~;~ 
~';d:~il~n~I~ ~~7~ honored the~~~ ~he encounte~ 
present awards to JO for excellence a weeping student at her 

~a:t~~e ~e;~.r for the in teaching. ~~ ~e~~~an Muun~~: 
··1 was overwhelmed. is empathic. ··1 consider 

completely;· Muratore says of the every call for help valid. What seems 
award. "I felt like a million. not likea little thingto usisn'ttothem." 
$ 10.000!" To ease the tension of tests. 
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Murotoreseosonsherteoching 
withhumoroodrorrentevents. 

Muratore fashions questions using 
Madonna. 2 Live Crew. Jesse Helms 
and other popular figures. For class
room reading she composes humor
ous stories. 

"She is always enthusiastic," says 
Roben Dix, a senior from Republic. 
Mo., who took Muratore's Fren<:h I 
course his first semester. He and other 
students keep in touch with their 
fonner professor. sometimes meet
ing for pizza. 

As an advocate for students. 
Muratore helps them adjust to 
college. "Even the best student 

is not prepared for all the changes." 
she says. "They have to grow up 
overnight." Then there's the inevi
table red tape ... Most of the students 
I deal with are new to the Univer
sity." Registration. for example, can 
be frustrating for freshmen. 

" I never consider it acceptable to 
tell a student a class is closed. I take 
their name. ask them to sit in on a 
class and call them back when there 
is an opening. It's not fair to make 
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Atfheoffictsevendoyso 
weelc, Muratore spends more 
limooo lhe ;obthon ol 
home. 

Recipients of the 1991 
Kemper Fellowships 
Dr. Jean M. Allman 

assis1an1 professor of history 
Dr. Wayne P. Anderson 

professor of psychology 
Dr, Douglas Grouws 

professor of mathematics education 
Dr. Richard J. Hardy 

associa1e professor of poli1ical science 
Dr. Edwin M. Kaiser 

professor of chcmis1ry 
Dr. Ron Morrow 

professor of animal sciences 
Dr. Ezlo Moscalelli 

associate professor of biochemistry 
Dr. Mary Jo Muratore 

associate professor of French 
Dr. William 8 . Wagner 

professor of marlo:e1ing 
Dr. David E. WoHersheim 

professor of mechanical 
and aerospace engineering 
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them wait to 1ake French IL" 
As director of the begin ning 

French courses at MU, Muratore su
pervises some 15 graduate teaching 
assistants and deals with up to 800 
students, moslly freshmen. She con
duc1s an orientation session for the 
T As, writes the lesson plans and ob
serves their teaching to make sure the 
sections are as similar as possible ... , 
promise the students that their per· 
fonnance. not the teaching assistant, 
will bear ultimate responsibility for 
their grade,·· she says. 

To make sure all students are on 
equal footing , Muratore voluntari ly 
conducts six review sessions a se· 
mester for all beginning French stu
dents. Everyone takes the same mid· 
tenn and final exams, which Muratore 
rewrites every semester ... I like to 
stay fresh and use different ideas," 
she says. Before final grades are 
given, she reviews each one. 

For those who try but just don't 
readily comprehend the material. 
Muratore is patient. If necessary, she 
will tutor a student daily. 

But woe to the sloucher. "They 
have to be prepared every day:· 
Muratore says. Since each test bui lds 
on the previous one, the class just 
gets harder. Students who stop com
ing to class receive a warning letter 
from the dean. Then Muratore dis
patches a teaching assistam to track 
down the wayward ones. "We try to 
find them and focus on the problem. 
We want to keep them here." 

I n addition to honors introductory 
French. Muratore teaches semi
nars for master's and doctoral can

d idates ... It's different but no less 
gratifying:· she says of the upper
level courses. "At the graduate level, 
it can be a process of unlearning. 
They come in thinking they know a 
text. and I help them uncover some
thing new they didn't see before." 

"She ·sconfident and secure in her 
knowledge, be it French I. grammar 
or 17th century literature,·· says Jes
sica Woods. a master's candidate 
from Missoula. Mont ... She's not 
afraid to challenge her students or to 
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be challenged by them." 
Muratore's philosophy: "I assume 

youcanleamfromalmostanysource. 
I enjoy teaching because I enjoy 
learning. Once you have learned from 
a person you are in his debt forever. 
My parents taught me humility and 
tolerance. My professors taught me 
how to compete against myself rather 
than others. I owe my career to them." 

After earning bachelor's and 
master·s degrees with honors at Kent 
State in her native Ohio. Muratore 
completed a doctorate in French at 
the University of California-Davis in 
I 'T19. She joined MU in 1983 after 
teaching at Purdue University and 
Virginia Polytech. "I really like big, 
sprawlingcampuses,"says Muratore, 
who believes that large, state-assisted 
universities provide the best environ· 
mem for students and faculty. 

Of course. along with a large uni· 
versity comes a large number of 
committees and councils. Muratore 
has served on more than a dozen, 
including a term as vice president of 
the Graduate Faculty Senate while 
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still an untenured assistant professor, 
and president the year after. She was 
promoted to an associate professor 
with tenure in 1989. 

"lt'san intrusion on yourtime, but 
you meet so many other fine col· 
leagues." she says of committee ser
vice. "'Ibey are really good facuhy 
members who are Joyal to the Uni
versity and its ideals . ., 

Muratore's credentials also in· 
elude publication of two scholarly 
books and several articles. Her re
search specialty is 17th century 
French literature. primarily theater. 
"Research is a broader aspect of 
teaching,,. she says. "It· s sharing what 
you have learned with your col· 
leagues." 

In the upcoming academic year. 
Muratore will be on research leave to 
write her third book, which examines 
the conditions under which heroines 
die in French literature. She'll return 
to teaching in 1992. 

No doubt Muratore will miss the 
classroom during her hiatus from 
teaching ... I'm here more hours than 

Mur..,eseohighslondards 

=-~:~.:;:!\ 
neverusingthesometesf 
twice.Fromfronttobock 
are: liak ~-Soucl, Shawn 
Wocdiouse,BrunoWom, 
SamioHorbondJocqui 
Snoymon_ 

I am at home;• she says. "I feel a loss 
when students and faculty are gone 
for breaks.·· Muratore goes to the 
office seven days a week and never 
takes a vacation. "I just work around 
the clock. which I probably couldn•t 
do if I had a family. It enables me to 
do a little more.·· 

When she does take a breather. 
Muratore·s first choice is reading. 
Her favorite book is Alex Haley's 
Roots. "It altered my perception of 
things I had taken for granted. Roots 
revealed an ignorance I was ashamed 
of, but I was gratified to be enlight· 
ened. I've always found knowledge 
to be a very positive thing. never 
threatening.·· 

Another pastime is watching 
MTV, the music video channel. "It's 
fascinating - it represents a work
ingdefinition of post-modem society. 
To me it's 20th century art." 

Butildoesn'tcompareto theartof 
teaching ... ll's gratifying to have the 
honor of teaching others,·· she says. 
"I can't think of a more honorable 
profession.•• 9 

MISSOURI ALUMNUS II 


