


T im Ranek though! the MU Cy
cling Club had poteniial when 
he organized the group in 1990. 

He certainly didn't expect it to go so 
far so fast. 

This spring, in only its second 
year of collegiate competition. the 
40-member team won sill of its eight 
races, placed first in conference 
standings and in the regional meet. 
and qualified for the national cham
pionships. The club served as host for 
the Mizzou Stage Race. the first col
legiate bicycling meet on Campus 
and in Columbia, held March 9 and 
10. MU won all three races in the 
event, defeating 1990 conference 
champs Ball State of Indiana and 
seven other universities. 

Ranck. a senior from St. Louis, is 
majoring in psychology. But he can't 
figure this one out. 

"I had no idea that so many good 
cyclists were enrolled at Mizzou." he 
says." Whenever we race,otherteams 
arc shocked. They don't understand 
it. Last year at this time, we didn't 
even have jerseys." 

This year, the team has jerseys-
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black and gold, of course. More im
ponantly, the team has four members 
who have participated in the U.S. 
Olympic cycling training camp, in
cluding two with considerable expe
rience in national competition. But 
above all else, the team has unity. 

"There are no prima donnas on 
this squad," says Tom Brinker, a 
sophomore education major from 
Washington, Mo. "'We'refriends.and 
we hang out together and suppon 
each other." 

That was apparem in the men's 
Class A criterium, one of the Mizzou 
Stage Race events held March 10. 
The racers started at Eighth and Elm 
streetsandmadea.9-milelooparound 
the hean of the Campus for 45 min
utes. A warning bell then signaled the 
fina1 three laps. 

MU's Ethan Froese, a criminal
law major from Columbia, pumped 
out in front on the third lap and won 
the race by a full minute. Team strat
egy was the key. as other members of 
the squad fonned a "wall" and slowed 
the pace, allowing Froese to maintain 
a commanding lead. They included 

Brinker, Drew Davis, a junior politi
cal science major from Ladue. Mo.; 
and Brad Smith. a senior education 
major from St. Louis. 

"There's no way I could have won 
without them," Froese says. "And 
it's almost a sacrifice on their part 
because holding back the pack is a 
thankless task." Brinker compares it 
to a football team, where the offen
sive line blocks for the halfback. "The 
difference is that any one of us is 
capable of scoring the touchdown." 
he adds. "'Ethan was riding well that 
day, so he jumped out. Next time it 
might be someone else." 

Brinker should know. He's been 
racing since he was 12 and has 
won fournationa1 titles in United 

States Cycling Federation competi
tion. Froese was the 1988 Missouri 
state champ in two USCF races and 
placed 2~th in the U.S. Olympic time 
tria1s that year. The two Jed MU's 
Class A squad to wins in the 62-mile 
road race and the 20-mile time trials, 
the other events in the Mizzou Stage 
Race. The club also fields teams in 
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men' s C lass Band Class C competi-
1ion, and has a women's squad . 

While1hemencanuse team 
Slrategy, the women are o n 
their own. Only two wome n 

have joined the team: Joni Sharp, a 
grnduatc s tuden t in art history fro m 
Nashville, Tenn. , and Grace Schauer, 
a freshm:rn arts and sc ience major 
from Boonville, Mo. Sharp won all 
three women ·s even ts in the Mizzou 
Stage R:.ice and did it wi thout a "wall'" 
of1 camma1es. 

'' In some ways, il 's eas ier to com-

pete in a small group."shesays. "The 
packs aren"t as scary. And since 
women don't race in cl:isses, some
times you' ll find yourse lf in easy 
competition. But on the other s ide, 
it's more of a test of individual 
strength.'' 

Sharp began rid ing three years 
ago, while an und ergrad uate at 
Vanderbilt University. "'I started cy
cling to stay in shape,'" she says . 
.. Before long I was up 10 I 00 miles a 
week and loving iL The n the com
petitive spirit took over and l wamed 
to race.· 

MO knows spring sports 
Only two NCAA Divis ion l basketball teams in the country will 1ake a s ix-game 
winning streak into nex t season: Duke, the 1991 national champions, and Mizzou. 
The Tigers' late-season heroics, which included fi rst place in the Big Eight 
Conference postseason 1ournament , raised a question among fans: How far could 
this team lrn ve gone in the NCAA tournament had it not been on probation? 

Coach Non11 S tewart, BS Ed '56, M Ed '60, didn ' t venture to guess. ' 'But 
winning the Big Eight 1oumey was a gre:n way to end our season," he says. MU 
fi nished wit h a 20-10 record, and Stewart recorded his 2051h win in Bi g Eight play, 
more than any other conference coach in history. 

Once a g:iin, the Tigers were guided down the stretch by All-Ame rican forwa rd 
Doug Smith, who avera£ed 23 points and 10 rebounds for the year. Gov. John 
Ashcroft joined a packed Hearnes Center cro wd March 4 in bidding goodbye to 
Smith at his last home game. Smith, whose No. 34 jersey has been retired, fini shes 
his career as the only Mi zzou player to score 2,000 poi nts and grab 1 ,000 rebounds. 

In a side note, assistant coaches Bob Sundvold, M Ed '79, :md Ri ch Daly, found 
guilty by the NCAA of unethical conduct, resigned al 1he end of March. Daly has 
filed an appeal with the NCAA, which will be heard June 28-30 in Monterey, Calif. 
Fonner Tiger star Kim Anderson. BS Ed '79, M Ed '8 l , will replace Sundvold. In 
addition, guard Jamal Coleman was charged April 9 with felony theft in connection 
with forged refund slips exchanged for $2,000 at University Bookstore. He has been 
suspended indefinitely from the team, and according to newspaper reports, has been 
suspended from classes for the fall semester. Coleman reportedly has appealed the 
academic suspension. The University cannot discuss disciplinary rev iew cases 
because of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. 
lnotherspring sportsnews: 
•The Tigers claimed two A ll -Americans at the NCAA wrestling championships in 
March in Iowa City. Senior Greg Warren placed seventh in the 158-pound divi sion, 
and freshman Sam Henson placed fift h in the 1 18-pound class. The top eight 
fini shers gain All-America status, 
•The Missouri baseball team slugged out a 38- 12 record through early May, good 
for a national ranking of 12th. The Tigers went 6-1 and won a tournament in Florida 
during their annual spring trip through the South, and took three of four games 
against No. 14 Oklahoma in mid-April. Along the way, Coach Gene McArtor, BS 
Ed '63, M Ed '64, PhD '72, became the only MU coach in any spo11 to record 600 
career victories. 
•The softbal l team , sporting a 35-12 record, also was ranked 12th in the nation. 
Among the season's highlights was an April 18 doubleheader against St. Louis 
University, in which MU's Karen Snelgrove pitched a perfect game in the opener 
and the Tigers' Melissa Skow tossed a no.hitter in the nightcap. 
•Mi zzou long-jumper Felecia Allen quulified for the NCAA outdoor track and field 
championships when she leaped 21 feet. 2 inches at the SEMOtion Relays April 6 in 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. It was the third long-jump victory of the year for Allen, who 
also runs the hurdles and sprints. The NCAA championships arc May 29 through 
June I in Eugene, Ore . - Terry Jordan 
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That experience is typical o f most 
ofMizzou'scyclists, says Ranck, who 
bought his first JO-speed bicycle in 
1987. "Cycling has been called the 
tennis of the 1990s, and is becoming 
more popular all the time," he says. 
··Most of us have some ex perience 
with a communit y team, like the Co
lumbia Bicycle C lub, but we have n't 
been riding 1hat long. We staned cy
cling fo r 1he fun of it and got hooked. " 

Rane k o rganized thec lub when he 
discovered that Mizzou did not have 
a cycl ing team. The Missouri SIU
dents Association gave the group 
$2,000 IO start , and soon the club had 
abou1 25 members. The Tigers joined 
the Na1ional Collegiate Cyc ling As
soc iation ('"son of bicycl ing's ver
sionofthc NCA A," R;mek says) and 
were placed in 1he 25-tea m Midwest 
Col legia1cCy ling Conference, which 
includes all of the Big Ten universi
ties. 

The team learned two things in 
1raveling to meets in Mic hi gan, Indi
ana and Ohio its firs t year: ··we could 
compe te, but the money we nt fa st," 
Ranck says. Thi s year the squad lured 
Brinker and Froese, received $ 1,600 
from the MSA and acquired four 
sponsors. The ex tra money helped as 
the club had 10 pay for such things as 
insurance, rac ing pe rmit s and long
di s tancc telepho ning to pu1 on the 
Mizzou Stage Race. " 11 was fun to 
have our own meet. but we lost about 
$500 on it." Ranck says. 

Cycling joi ns rug by, lacrosse, 
soccer and ice hockey as club 
sport s at Mizzott. "My dream is 

to seecycl ing become a varsi1y sport," 
Ranek s11ys. ;;l 1hink ii could hap
pen." 

Until then, he's happy with the 
pe rformance of the te11m, which 
qualified for the national champion
ships by taki ng the con ference title. 
Bri nker suffered a separa1ed collar
bone at the reg ional meet April 20 in 
Oxford, Ohio, but the rest oft he team 
planned to be at the NCCA nationals 
M:.iy 18and 19inSpokane, Wash. 
even if they had to pay their own way, 
which appeared likely. 

"A ll our funds for 199 I are gone," 
Ranek says. "But if we can beat learns 
like Indiana and Michigan and Ohio 
State to qualify, well, we can come 
up with the money. We'll be in 
Washi ngton if we have m ride our 
bikes ull the way." l!I 
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