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Tiger athletes 
excel in a 
variety of sports 
and in the 
classroom. Here 
is a look at 
some who ore 
leading their 
teams to 
victory. 

To everything a season 
Brenda Paszkiewicz, Mizzou's star softball second 
baseman. has learned a lot from sports. "They've 
taught me self-discipline," says the senior from 
Richfield. Minn. ··rve had to sel aside specific time 
slots for studying and others for play. You have to 
manage your time well if you're going to succeed." 

Paszkiewicz has succeeded on and off the field at 
MU. She is an all-Big Eight and two-time Academic 
all-Big Eight selection, with a legitimate shot at all
America and Academic all-America honors this year. 
She carries a cumulative 3.5 grade-point average. and 
will graduate this spring with a bachelor's degree in 
psychology. Eventually she hopes to obtain a PhD in 
industrial psychology. ' 'I'd like to teach, or possibly 
work in personnel for a large corporation," she says. 

Right now, though, she's getting ready 
for her final year in a Tiger softball 

uniform. Paszkiewicz has a .285 career 
batting average and a .959 fielding 

average. the best ever by a Mizzou 
infielder. She's expected to play a 

major pan as the team, which 
finished third in the Big Eight 

last year, goes for the top spot 
in the conference in 1991 . 
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Walking on to star status 
Mark Adair carries a solid .287 career batting 
average into his senior season in baseball, but he's 
more proud of his defensive play. The first baseman 
from St. Louis holds school records for most putouts 
in a season (458) and most total chances (492). both 
set last year. "Mark is one of the top defensive first 
basemen in this part of the country," says Coach 
Gene McArtor. 

Adair approached the baseball program the hard 
way, as a walk-on. A three-sport leuennan al 
McCluer High. he had received football scholarship 
offers from some small colleges in the Midwes1. Bui 
he had his mind sci on MU. 

" I wan1cd to play (NCAA) Division I baseball, 
which is the best college baseball in the country," he 
says. "And playing for Mizzou has helped me get 
inlo the summer leagues in Texas, which also are 

high-caliber. I 
wouldn't have had 
those opportunities if 
I had gone to a 
regional college." 

McArtorhas 
praise for Adair. "It 
takes a lot of 
courage to walk on, 
but Mark was 
confident that he 
could do it - and 
he's done it," 
McArtor says. 
"He'son a 
scholarship now." 

After 
graduating this 
spring with a 
bachelor's degree 
in sociology, Adair 
wants to pursue a 
sports-related field. 
"I've really enjoyed 
classes in sports 
sociology and black 
American 
sociology," he says. 
"Classes like that 
arc other things I 
probably couldn't 
have gotten at a 
smaller school." 

Import makes impact 
Alex Kay traveled more than 4,500 miles to attend 
school at Mizzou, and set two school swimming 
records her first year. The odd part is that she wasn't 
even competing in her specialty. 

" I'm best in the 200-yard butterfly," says the 18-
year-old sophomore from Bradford, England. "It's 
what I swam most at home. But they needed me in 
some of the distance freestyle events last year, and I 
was happy to help out." 

Kay set MU records in the 1,000- and 1,650..yard 
freestyles, made the Big Eight finals in three 
individual and four relay events, and was selected as 
the Mizzou women's most valuable swimmer for 
1989-90. This year she's concentrating on the 200-
yard buuerfly, and hopes to qualify for the NCAA 
championships in Indianapolis in March. 

She also has set a classroom goal: to obtain a 3.0 
grade-point average. Kay, an elementary education 
major, has improved each semester, and last spring 
recorded a 2.9. "In England our tests were mainly 
essays, but here there is a lot of question-answer and 
multiple choice," she 
says. "I'm getting 
used to it. and I'll get 
better." 

Kay came to 
Missouri as the result 
of an ad placed in 

interested," she says. 
John Litt1e, Mizzou 
swim coach, 
answered the ad. 
"Alex's ability to 
train as hard as she 
docs. and at such 
distances, is 
amazing.'' he says. 
"We've never had 
anyone like her at 
Mizzou." 



A smashing success 
Sherri Gentry recorded her I ,OOOth volleyball kill 
- a powerful smash for a point - in a malch against 
Nebraska Nov. 9. It' s the first time an MU player 
accomplished the feat. "II was a total surprise," says the 
senior from Osage Beach, Mo. "I didn't even realize I 
was close to I ,CXXJ.'' 

Gentry. a Curators Scholar majoring in physical 
therapy. has been rolling up the poin1s in the classroom, 
too, and currently holds a 3.86 grade-poim average. 
"'I'd always s1udy on the bus and in the rooms when 
we'd go on road 1rips," she says with a laugh. H's paid 
off; she' s been an Academic all-Big Eight selection 
three times, and received Academic all-America honors 
for District VII this year. 

Gentry says MU was the perfect choice for her. "I 
wanted to play NCAA 

Division I volleyball, 
and I wanted a 

school that had a 
good physical 
therapy 
program." she 
says. 

She's 

receive 
multiple job 
offers. Given a 
choice, she 
might take a 
job with a 
school district. 
Ml like the idea 
of helping 
people gel 
better, and I 
like kids," 
Gentry says. 
"Working with 
s1udents would 
be a good 
combination." 

Grappling with a decision 
Greg Warren wrestles with a career choice: Does 
Mizzou's Academic all-Big Eight wreslle r go the 
conventional business route or pursue his real dream 
of being a stand-up comic? 

" I feel so strongly about comedy right now that I 
think I'm going to have to give it a shot," says 
Warren, who performs regularly at private panics and 
at Deja Vu. a Columbia comedy club. "But it's nice to 
know that if it doesn't work out, I have a solid 
education 10 fall back on." 

Warren grew up in Kirkwood, Mo., and gradua1ed 
from MU's School of Journalism last spring with a 
3.37 cumulative grade-point average. He has one 
nagging goal as he works toward a masler's degree in 
business and competes in his final year of wrestling: 
to become an all-American. 

" I came within two points of being named an all
American last year," says the 150-pounder, who won 
three matches in the NCAA championships 
before being eliminated. "I felt I owed it 
to myself to give it one last try." 

Besides, he enjoys wrestling. 
"h's more like the real 
world than anything I 
know," he says. "In 
wrestling, you have to 
come out there 
every day and do 
it, no matter how 
you feel." 

Warren's 
parallel 
between 
comedy and 
wresllingis 
the desire for 
applause. 
"You win a 
match, and 
people clap 
and cheer," he 
says. "You do 
a good 
comedy act. 
and people 
clap and 
whislle. That's 
the greatest 
feeling in the 
world." 


