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Koren Souder, president of the MU Alumni Association Student Boord, 

encourages students, alumni and parents 
to write to their state legislators 

in support of additional funding for higher education. n Trllr .llU.l~ 
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W hil~ most ?f MU's ?rnduat.ing 
semors wi ll be trymg to land 
their first jobs this spring, 

Karen Sauder wi ll be trying to secure 
more money for higher educmion. 

"Oh, [ might send out a few resu
mes," says Sauder, president of the 
MU Alumni Associat ion Student 
Board and an upcoming spring 
graduate of the School of Journalism. 
"But in the few months I have left 
here, [ want to do all I can to address 
our funding problems." 

Stiuder, who began her efforts last 
fa ll by leading student s in a le!ter-
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writing campaign to state legislators, 
has clear-cut goals. Ultimately, she 
would like to see members of the 
General Assembly lead a drive for a 
tax increase for higher education. 
"Of course, that's not always politi
call y acceptable," she admits. "A Jot 
of people are proud of the fact that 
Missouri is:t low-tilx stiltc." In the 
best of circumstilnces, she envisions 
Missourians being able to go to the 
polls sometime within the next two 
yc:trs and vote on such a proposal. 

"But before it even gets to that 
point, we need to convince people 
1hroughout the state that the ex tra 
money is needed,"she adds. "That's 
a whole other project, and there's no 
reason why students can't be behind 
it. We have more energy and ideal
ism than imyone else." 

Sauder, 21, is one of seven chi l
dren of Jerry and Beny Sauder of 
Sunset Hills, Mo., a suburb of St. 
Louis. Three of he r .~ i sters arc 
Mizzou graduates: Debbie Sauder 
Gocke. BS Ed '74; Janet Sauder 
Ready, BS '82; and Kathy Sauder 
Degenhardt, BS '84. Her father, a 
retired mechanical contractor, is a 
slrong supporter of Mizzou; he be
longs to the MU Alumni Association 
and the Quarterback Club and do
nates to the Tiger Scholarship Fund. 
He gave Sauder the idea for the lelter
writing campaign. 

"I had just been elected president 
of the Alumni Association Student 
Board and thought I should take 
advantage of the situation ," she says. 
"The AASB has access to the top 
alumni in the state, who also are 
among Missouri 's business leaders. 
We have contacts in the legislature. I 
thought, 'Why not? What better proj
ect could we tackle?' I couldn't thi nk 
of any." 

Working with the 50 members 
of the board and with A.J. 
Schnack. then-president of 

the Missouri Students Association, 
Sauder encouraged MU students to 
write letters to the legislators from 
their home districts. The letters urge 
lawmakers to support a move to 
place a tax: initiative for higher edu
cation on the ballot. In November the 
AASB collected more than 1,000 
letters, and Sauder and other mem
bers presented them to legislators 
Jan. 30. 

That was onl y the first step. In late 

January, Sauder wro1e letters to the 
presidents of A.~sociation chapters in 
Missouri, asking them to encourage 
their members 10 contact legislators. 
"We need to convince them that we 
areconccmcd,"shesays. 

"This spring, we plan a campaign 

Funding MU's future 
lfa measure to increase funding fo r higher 
education is considered by the Missouri 
General Assembly, an MU Alumni 
Association committee will be working hard 
for its passage. 

The group, the Legislative lnfonnation 
Network Committee, or LI NC, is entering its 
third year with more members and more en
thusiasm than ever. "Higher educat ion in Mis
souri in general, and MU in particular, needs 
more money from the state," says John 
Skelton, BS Ed '65. He is president and 
chainnan of the Lafayette County Bank in 
Lexington, Mo., and chairman of LINC. "We 
need to let legislators know how we feel. " 

LINC is composed of about 300 Associa
tion members scattered throughout the state. 
There's now a member in each county in Mis
souri, and the total number is double that of a 
year ago. "Interest in the group has grown tre
mendously," Skelton says. 

Bob Bailey, assistant dean of law and the 
committee's liaison with the University, says 
LINC has two purposes: identifying alumni 
who have a good working relationship with 
state legislators, and publishing a bi-weekly 
newsletter to keep members informed of 
legislation and other matters pertaining to 
higher education. 

"LINC just wants what is best fo r MU," 
Bailey says. "When the General Assembly 
wa.~ considering a $160 million tax bill last 
summer that ultimately would help higher 
education, LINC members talked to their 
representatives about it. Legislators !Old us 
afterward that our advice helped them 
understandthemeasureandmakeadecision." 
The bill passed. 

Skelton stresses that LINC is not a lobby 
organization. "We don 't have people walking 
the halls of the CapilOI," he adds. But 
members do write letters, make phone call s 
and otherwise let their representatives know 
how they feel on matters relating 10 higher 
education in Missouri. 

"We're very much in favor of additional 
revenue for higher education," Skelton says. 
"Mizzou is the premier research university in 
the state. We need to maintain that status." 
For more infonnation, write to LINC, 132 
Alumni Center, Columbia, Mo. 6521 1. 
-Terry Jordan 
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to have parents of MU students write 
letters to legislators. We'll also be 
looking for a corporate sponsor who 
would be willing to buy some TV 
lime to promote the effort. That 
would be the best way 10 spread the 
message throughout the state." 

S auder is concerned about the 
hard. cold facts of the funding 
situation: 

•Missouri ranks47th in the nation in 
per-capita support for higher educa
tion, ahead of only Arkansas, Missis-
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sippi and Alabama. 
• Mizzou' s faculty salaries are 19 
percent below the averages for the 
Big Eight and the Big Ten - schools 
with which the University competes 
for faculty. As one result, MU's de
pattments of mathematics and com
puter science each Jost three faculty 
members last year to better-paying 
jobs. 
• In tenns of academic computing, 
Mizzou has one personal computer 
for every 26 students, while compa
rable schools in the Midwest average 

one computer for every seven stu
dents. Among peer Research I Uni
versities nationally, 76 percent have 
more than twice MU's mainframe 
capacity. 
• MU's laboratories in such areas as 
molecular biology. chemistry, phys
ics, engineering, agronomy and 
medicine arc small, outdated and un
dercquippcd. 

Sauder's personal observations 
add depth to the statistics: "Of the 10 
top students in my high-school 
graduating class [Ursuline Academy 
in S1. Louis], only one came to 
Mizzou, and that was me," she says. 
"We shouldn't be losing to other 
states like that. 

'The School of Journalism still 
attracts top professors, but we lose 
some of them, too. One of the very 
best teachers I've had here is Jim 
Albright. who taught ad copy. He 
created the original Doritos cam
paign for Frito-Lay. But he was lured 
away from Mizzou last year by an
other job in Texas. 

"Every time we lose a good pro
fessor, our diplomas are devaJued." 

S andwiched between her school 
and AASB duties arc other pur
suits. She plays tennis and enjoys 

Mizzou basketball. She served as 
rush chairwoman last fall for her 
sorority, Delta Gamma, and is a 
member of Mortar Board, the MSA 
executive council and Chancellor 
Haskell Monroe's student advisory 
council. 

" Karen is one of the brightest 
students I've ever had," says Henry 
Hager, an assistant professor of jour
nalism who has taught Sauder in two 
classes, The Literature of Advenis
ing and Advanced Copy Writing. 
"She 's creative and anaJyticaJ at the 
same time , which is rare. She's 
thoughtful and witty. She'll have a 
bright career." 

About that career. Sauder realizes 
she needs to start looking for a job. 
But she also realizes her free time 
will be at a premium during the next 
few months. 

'This spring is crucial," she says. 
"Students are still on Campus and 
accessible. Alumni and parents 
groups arc meeting. This is a time to 
get people organized, to get them 
thinking." She pauses. " I figure I can 
just as easily look for a job in the 
summer." &J 
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