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The last decade has changed the 
fortunes of Mizzou basketball. 
Under the direction of Coach Norm 
Stewart, it's now king. 
ly TIU! .llu1, 

..... u .. .-whenCoachNormS1ewartwel
comed Sieve Stipanovich 
onto the Missouri baske1ball 

team in 1979, hewasconfidentthe6-
1 I freshmancouldhelpaTigersquad 
that had posted a 13-15 record the 
previous season. Stewart also had an 
idea that if the right lhings happened 
at the right times. Stipanovich could 
usher in anew era inthesponatMU 
- and possibly in the Big Eight 
Conference as well. 

The right things happened. And at 
the right times, too. 

That first year, Stipanovich and 
fellow freshman Jon Sundvold 
helped the Tigers to a 25-6 mark. the 
Big Eight title and the third round of 
the NCAA tournament. The team. 
guided by Ricky Frazier, Mark 
Dressler, BS '84. and Larry Drew, 
Educ '80, set an NCAA record that 
still stands with a season .573 field 
goal percentage. The fans followed; 
attendance at the Heamcs Center 
jumped dramatically, from an aver
age of 6,624 per game the previous 
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year to 9.460. 

By the 1ime Stipanovich and 
Sundvold were studying offers from 

the National Basketball Association 
in 1983.theTigershadwonfourcon
secutive conference titles, made four 

trips to the NCAA toumamenr. set a 

school-record 29-game home..court 
winning streak and - in a statistic 
whose importance cannot be over
looked- appeared on national tele
vision 14 times. 

Stipanovich, BES '89, and 
Sundvold, BS BA '83, were named 

All-Americans 1heir senior year. 
Their jerseys were retired by the 
Athletic Department. And Mizzou 
basketball. the new darling of the 
University and the Columbia com
munity, was well on its way to be
coming a dominant force in the Big 
Eight and in the nation. 

Make no mistake about i1: The 
l 980s will go down as the de\':ade 
when basketball became king at 
Mizzou. These days, a seat for a 
game at the Heames Center, panicu-
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larly for a Big Eight matchup, is the 
hottest ticket in town. 

Bob Brendel. BJ '75, Mizzou's 
sports infonnation director, says Ti
ger home games have grown to be
come social events. "h's the thing to 
do in the winier in Columbia," he 
says. Adds Randy Harper, a co
owner of Harpo's, a Columbia bar 

that has drawn enth usiastic MU 
sponsfanssince 197 1: "Fifteen years 
ago. everything was football. Now 
we get huge crowds for basketball, 
too. It's not only MU.either. The Big 
Eight is more ofa basketball confer
ence these days." 

Charlie Gibbens, a founder of the 
Tail Twisters boosters group, says 
the team's success has had only one 
negative result. .. It's spoiled a lot of 
fans,'' Gibbens says. "We've been up 
for so long now that when we have a 
bad day or we lose a game. people 
wonder why. I mean, you can't win 
every time." 

But Tiger teams have gotten used 
to winning. Stewart,M Ed '60,BS Ed 

EDITOR'S NOTES 
The '90s are building on the success of the '80s. 
By Valentine's Day, the basketball Tigers were 

23-2, leading the Big Eight and poised again to 

be ranked No. 1 in the nation. MU held the top 
spot for three weeks af1er beating then No. I 
Kansas. 95-87, Jan. 20 at Heames. K-State broke 

the Mizzou bubble with a 65-58 victory at 
Manhattan, and KU returned to the head of the 

class - but only for a day. The Tigers traveled 

to Lawrence Feb. 13 to whip the Jayhawks, 77-
71, before Dick Vitale and a national television 
audience. Bring on the NCAA Tournament. 

Nonn Stewart, back after a serious bout with 

colon cancer, appears to be coaching at the top 

of his game. He does seem to have mellowed a 
bit, to be enjoying himself more. The media 
- seldom sending Stewart valentines - are 
somewhat perplexed; one writer referred to the 

new Stewan as Nonn Lite. 
The media also keep reminding happy Tiger 

fans about the ongoing (and ongoing and 
ongoing) joint investigation by the Universily 

and NCAA into alleged and admitted rules 
violations by the basketball program. Begun in 

February 1989, the investigation is believed to 

be complete. The NCAA next will send an 
official letter to the University, but it is unlikely 

the Missouri matter will be on the NCAA 
agenda at its infractions committee hearings 
April 20. lne committee doesn't meet again 
until June 22. - Ste,;e Shinn 

'56, notes that Missouri had strong 
squads in the early 1970s and a team 
in 1975-76 that "just missed" going 
to the NCAA Final Four ... That set 

the stage for our success in the 
1980s," he says. 

Stipanovich was instrumental in 
the early pan of that success. "We 
recruited Stipo like we never had 
recruited anyone before," Stewart 
says. "We knew he could make a 
difference." 

Stipanovich had taken his St. 
Louis DeSmet High School to a 32-0 
record his senior year. He had aver
aged 24.8 points per game and had 
been named to vinually every high
schoo\ All-American team. After 
weighing offers from Notre Dame, 
Duke, Kentucky and North Carolina. 
he chose Missouri. 

"And itwasn'tjust what he did for 
our team or our attendance," Stew an 
adds. "'Stipo led the resurgence of 
baskerball in the Big Eight. For the 
first time since the mid- I 950s, when 
Wilt Chamberlain played for Kan-
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sas, there was a big. dominan1 man in 

Big Eigh1 basketball . 
.. Other teams recrui1ed big men 10 

answer him. Oklahoma got Wayman 
Tisdal e. Nebraska got Dave Hoppcn. 
II just snowballed." 

Stipanovic h, however. wasn 't the 
only factor. "Nonn worked like 
the d ickens to make MU's bas· 

ketball program what it is no w,"says 
Dave Hart. who was alhle1ic direc1or 
at Mizzou from 1978 1hrough 1985 
and is now commissioner of the 
Southern Conference. "For so lo ng, 
football had been the big sport in the 

conference. Big Eight basketball was 
nol respccled across the country. 
Now it is. Nonn did more than any
one in the conference to change that." 

Hart says Stewart 's scheduling of 

national powers had a major effect 
During the I 98 I -82 season. for in
s1ance. Mizzoo traveled to Washing
IOn to play Georgetown. The same 
year. the T igers played Nebraska in 
Lincoln o ne n igh!, the n turned 
around and p layed Louisville in St. 
Louis the next evening. 

" We got involved in early-season 
tournaments with learns like No rth 
Carolina." Hart adds. " We started the 
series wi1h Illinois in Sr. Louis. We 
began to show up more and more on 
TV. All ofthisgave MU baske tball a 
visibility it never had before." 

At home in the Heames Center. 
Stipanovich and Sundvold were 
bring ing in the crowds. But here 
again. Stewan had an influence ... lt 

was Nonn' s idea 10 offer ' dollar 
nig hts ' and o ther discounts that 
he lped 10 fi ll up D section (the high
estpart ofthearcnaj;'Hart says. " We 
got involved in a lot o f promotio ns 
that brought in more people. 

"You know, you can do all of this. 
but i i won 't work unless you have a 
winning team. Nonn had winning 
teams.·· 

Derrick Chievous. MU's all-lime 
leading scorer. added another level 
of interes1 in the middle of the dec
ade. The flashy, o utspoken 
Chievo us . who racked up 2.580 
poin1s from 1984 through 1988. led 
lhe Tigers to the Big Eigh1 title in 
1986-87 and to berths in the NCAA 
toumamem three straight seasons. 
Total attendance at the Heam e s 
Cente r jumped from 139. 160 in 
1986-87 to 193.537 in 1987-88. !he 
year he was a senior. The following 
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season. the 200.000 mark was broke n 
for the firsl time. 

"Our success became self-pro
moting, ·· Stewart says of the Tigers 
d uring the las! half of 1he decade. 
"Establishing oufselves allowed us 
to go after the good players like 
Derrick and Doug Smith." Smith is 
Mizzou's c urre nt center , fro m 
Dc1roit's MacKenzie High. 

While Stewart acknowledges 
the baske tball boo m at 
Mizzou, he says the sport has 

enjoyed unprecedented success na
tionwide. '1bere arc a couple of rea
sons for 1his," he explains. " In lhe 
1980s, athletic departments realized 

they had jus1 about reached their 
peak in foo1ball receipts, so !hey 

s1arted looking for new resources o f 
revenue . They began to promo1e bas
ketball like lhcy never had before. A 

lot of schools built new arenas to hold 
lhe larger crowds . 

.. And ESPN and 01her ne1works 

gave the sport grea1ervisibility. Now 
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you can wa1ch a college baskelball 
game on TV almost any night during 
the season." 

T hat increased 1elevision expo· 
sure has been especially helpful 
lo the Tigers. Mizzou learns have 

appeared on national television 15 
times in the past five years, not count
ing postseason play. This year, no 
fewer than 22 Missouri games can be 
seen on regional and national tele
casts, including nine on ESPN. ABC 
and NBC. 

"This helps us in recruiting," S1e
wart says. "Young players want to 
come to a school where 1hey know 
they're going to be seen." 

And Mizzou has a solid record of 
anracting good, young players. In the 
past six years, four Tige rs have 
earned freshman All-America hon
ors: Chievous, Smith. Nathan Buntin 
and Anthony Peeler. 

For the decade, MU's record is 
sparkling ... five Big Eigh1 champi
onships and three conference touma-

SPllU Utl 

men I championships ... eight appear
ances in the NCAA tournament, in
cluding three trips to the "Sweet 16" 
... 14 players drafted by the NBA. 
including five in the first round. The 
Tigers' 10-year iota! of 227 wins is 
121h in 1he nation, and 1he ir com
bined .552 field goal percentage 
ranks 1hird. MU is l61h nationally 
with 74 weekly appearances in the 
Associated Press rankings during the 
decade. 

Stipanovich was named to the Big 
Eight's All-Decade first 1eam. while 
Sundvold was selecred to the second 
team and Chievous and Drew earned 
honorable menlion. In a poll con· 
ducted by State Farm Insurance. 
Tiger fans selected Sundvold as 
Mizzou 's most valuable player in 1he 
1980s. He garnered 2,553 votes of a 
101al of 2,858 casl. Others oo !he 
fans' All-Decade team are Sti
panovich. 2.440 vo1es: Chievous, 
2.109: Smith. 1,394; Drew. 1.288: 
and Frazier. 1.246. Those players 
were honored during the Feb. 10 

game with Nebraska al Heames. 
h's been a remarkable decade for 

Stewart, too. The Shelbyville, Mo. 
native. now in his 23rd year as head 
coach of the Tigers, has been selec1ed 
the Big Eight Coach of 1he Year four 
times and was named nacional Coach 
of the Year by UPI in 1982. Spons 
writers selec1ed him Big Eight Co
Coach of the Decade. He won his 
500th game las! season and is sixlh in 
career victories among active Divi
sion I coaches. But Stewart r.ays his 
triumph over colon cancer last year 
was his biggest victory . 

.. My wife, Virginia, had a rumor 
removed about the same time." he 
says. "We're both doing fine now. 

.. You know. our basketball pro
gram has gotten a lot of good support 
from Missourians over the years. Bui 
when I was sick. I got more support 
from more people than ever before. 
And if they"re there for you when 
you're down. you know their con
cern is genuine. Thal means more to 
me than anything... e 
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