
Bob Teel has run a strong race, now 

he i.~."::~sing the BATON 
A fler completing his 16th season 

as Missouri men's track and 
field coach in May, Tee], BS BA 

'49, is reliring. Overall, il was his 28th 
season of coaching al Miuou, where 
he began his track-and·field career as 
a longjumper for Coach Tom Botts in 
the 1940s. 

In fact, when Bolts retired in 1972, 
he handpicked Teel as his successor, 
with former Athletic Director Don 
Faurot's blessing. And for goOO. rea
son, Botts says. 

"Bob's talented and has worked 
hard. He's always stood for honesty 
and integrity, and those are not al
ways highly prized attributes in to
day's athletics," 

Those qualities translated into suc
cess for the 64-year-old Teel and his 
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athletes. AI MU, he coached 25 all
Americans, II Olympic athletes and 
six NCAA individual champions. 

Under his guidance Missouri won 
the 1979 Big Eight indoor title, and in 
the past decade, fin ished sixth twice in 
the NCAA national indoor meet. In 
1982, he coached the U.S. national 
indoor track squad. In 1983, Tee! was 
voted NCAA Nationa!lndoor Coach 
of the Year. 

Yet, when he graduated from Miz
zou, coaching track and field was the 
farthesrthing from his mind. An ani
mal husbandry course taken his senior 
yearsparked an interest in cattle farm
ing. Teel and a fraternity brother 
bought a spread near Montgomery, 
Ala., and went to work. 

However, athletics has always been 

high on Ted's priority list. As a 
youngster growing up in Webb City, 
Mo., he learned sports at the feet of 
Walter Wheeler, "a man who had a 
profound influence on my life," Teel 
says. Wheeler was the physical educa
tion instructor at the Joplin, Mo., 
YMCA. Three days a week after 
school, Teel would ride a streetcar six.. 
miles to Joplin to panicipate in organ
ized sports under Wheeler'sdirection. 
When Teel was 12, Wheeler took 
him to the Drake Relays in Des 
Moines., Iowa, to see Olympic record
seller Jesse Owens compete. ''That's 
when I first began to appreciate track 
and field," he says. 

Teel set some records himself as a 
member of the outstanding 1947, 
1948 and 1949 Mizwu track-and-
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field teams, which won five of a 
possible six indoor and outdoor con
ference championships. In 1948, he 
long-jumped 25- 1 \II, a school mark 
that stood until foothalJer Mel Gray 
broke it in 1970. Tecl qualified for the 
1948 Olympic trials at Northwestern 
University and came within a whisker 
of making the team. He finished 
seventh in the long jump. 

I-Ie also proved himself a capable 
football hallback, earning a leiter in 
1946, a year in which his 43.7 yard 
punting average led the Big Six. 

Not surprisingly, Tecl joined a 
ci ty league basketball team 
when he moved to Montgom

ery, Ala. Word of his athletic b.1ck
ground spread, nnd when Tecl was 
asked to coach theofTensive backfield 
part time at a small Catholic high 
school in the city, he accepted. Hed id 
such a good job, he was recruited to 
coach the school's basketball team. 

"The funny part is I never intended 
10 become that involved with coach
ing,"Teel says. 

He enjoyed it so much that he 
earned his teaching certifica te, sold 
his farm and applied for ajob in Mont
gomery's school system~ He was as
signed to Sidney Lanier High School, 
where he coached the Poets' footba ll , 
basketball and track teams for eight 
yellTS, the lalter by default. "I became 
track coach because no one else 
wanted to do it," he says. 

In 196 1, Botts felt it WllS time to 
hire a full-time assistant, so he asked 
Faurot to ofTer Teel the job. 

" I was nallered, but I told Don I 
didn't think I wanled to move," Teel 
says. "I thought I had the besl high
school job in the world. But he was 
persuasive. He said, 'Come up and 
look il over.''' 

Teelliked what he saw, bUI it was 
not an easy decision for him and his 
wife, Shirley. They were rearing a 
family and loved life in Alabama. 
What it came down to, Teel says, was 
a chance to help his alma mater. 

"Most everybody wanlS to serve 
the university they graduated from," 
he says. So he told Faurot yes. 

The modcst, low-key Teel believes 
that he wasa less-than-adeQuateassis
lant to BotlS in those early years. " He 
was far from demanding of me,"Teel 
says. "Of course, he was quite capable 
of handling all of the evenlS himself. 
He realized I hada family and encour
aged me to spend as much time as 
possible with them." 
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Botts' refreshing outlook contrasted 
with the win-at-all-cosl~ atmosphere 
often found in college athletics. It is 11 

philosophy Teel never forgot. "There's 
more to life than track and field." 

That's why he never discouraged 
his athletes from joining a fraternity, 
or pMticipating in student govern
ment and other Campus activitics. 

However, that way of thinking 
never curtailed Tecl'scompctitive spir
it. He likes to win, and his innate 
ability 10 inspire his athletcs was one 
of his best coaching qualities, BotlS 
says. 

"He was able to motivate (hem to 
perform lit their highest possible lever' 

Freshman sprinter Adeyemi 
I\lade'fa of Uigos, Nigeria, says Ted 
was a dcmanding coach who seemed 
omnisclen tllt times. 

"He told you what you were ex
pected to do each day. His eyes were 
always on you, whether you knew it 
or not. If you didsomcthing incorrect, 
he'd point it out to you and tell you 
how to do it better." 

Alade'fa, one of three Nigerianson 
the 1988 roster, is a product of the 
Nigerian pi pel inc Teel uncovered at 
the 1973 Drake Relays. There, he was 
given a tip about a Nigerian hurdler 
named Godwin Obasogie. Teel wrote 
and offered Obasogie, BES '79, the 
chance 10 compete for MU. He accept
cd, and whenever Obasogie returned 
to Nigeria, he told his countrymen 
about Teel and Mizzou's program. 
This unorthodox recruiting method 
brought nine Olympic-class Nigerian 
athletcs to MU during Tecl's tenure. 

Assistant cOllch Yussuf Alii, a 
"pipeline" recruit and holder of the 
school's indoor and outdoor long
jump records, wonders irthe tap wi ll 
remain after Tecl's retirement. 

"Coach Tecl will be missed. When 
we went home, we told olher athlctcs, 
'We have a good indoor track, no 
outdoor track, but a great coach.' He 
is why I stayed here. I wanted to learn 
from one of the best." 

American athletcs exprcss similar 
loyalLy to Teel. Hurdler Victor Moore, 
US '88, ran track in 1985, but football 
injuries prevented him from running 
in 1986 and 1987. Though healthy 
this spring, Moore considered skip
ping track. But he changed his mind. 

"He kept me in the program," 
Moore says of Tee1. "He cares about 
you." 

Many of his athletes say he is like a 
father to them, but Tecl avoided a 
mistake he saw a colleague make-

losing the team's rcspect by gell ing 
tooclosc to theathletcs. 

"If you're fair, honest and con
cerned with their well-being on and 
off the track, there's no need to be 
pa ls," he says. 

When Bolls handed the coach ing 
baton to Teel, he knew Missouri 's 
program would continue fu nning full 
throttle. Teel's goal was to get Mis
souri in the Big Eight'sfirstdivision as 
often as possible. Indoor and outdoor 
finishcs combined, Missouri placed in 
the conference's fi rst division 17til1lcs 
under Teel. His teams wereespccially 
strong in the hurdles and sprints. 

"My disap-
pointment IS 

that we didn't 
win as many 
co n fere n ce 
championships 
as we wanted." 

Another of 
his disappoint
ments was not 
gelling new out
door track-and
field facilities. 
Missouri has 
not been host 
for an outdoor 
meet s ince 
1979. In th e 

Retiring track Coach 
Bob T eel has a 
reputation 
for producing 
great sprinters. At the 
1988 Big Eight meet, his 
440-meter 
relay team won its 
sixth straight 
conference title. 

spring, the team trains on the anti
quated Faurot Field track or at Lin
coln University's facility in Jefferson 
City. 

"Schools recruit against us based 
on ·that," Teel says. "My biggest 
challenge was trying to remain com
petitive in a competitive conference" 

The University was host for the 
state high-school meet LIIl1il 1979 
when it moved to Lincoln University. 
That didn't help recruiting, either. "At 
least through it, kids got exposed to 
the University and the city," Tecl 
says. "Once we got them here, go 
percent of the kids loved the Campus 
and Columbia. But some Missouri 
kids will not even visit." 

Ashe and his wife r~tire to Flat 
Rock, N.C., Teel willlx: watch
ing with interest to see how the 

outdoor track issue is resolved. He'll 
also take more pleasant memories of 
Mizzou with him. 

"When you've had such a close 
attachment to this place, it becomcs 
an integral part ofyouT life," he says. 

Like his sentiment for the Univer
sity, Bob Teel continues 10 run 
strong. 0 

:II [SSOU R t A t. [ M N!IS 21 


