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A FAMILY AFFAIR 

THE UNIVERSITY will pay tribute to 150 
years of education during its sesquicenten
nial in 1989. Three Missouri families have 
shared in 25 of those years. Together their 
families boast Mizzou legacies that stretch 
from 1962 to the present. 

The University honored the Capshaw, 
Corwin and Watkins families, who collective
ly have sent 23 children to Mizzou, during 
Parents Weekend this past October. 

Bob Capshaw and Juanita Capshaw of 
Chaffee, Mo., sent six of their seven children 
to Mizzou. Shirley and Louis Corwin Jr. of 
Columbia have eight children who have 
attended or are currently enrolled at the 
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University. But Columbia residents Paul and 
Rose Watkins hold the record. Nine of their 
IO children have attended Mizzou. 

"I think the recognition is nice and a 
good thing to start," says Shirley Corwin. 
"Even the parent who sends only one child 
to college deserves to be recognized. It's a 
monumental financial and emotional task." 

SHIRLEY CORWIN says you can tell how 
many children a couple has in college by the 
year of their car. The Corwins drive a ser
viceable 1982 pale blue station wagon 
dubbed "the wagoon" by their nine chil
dren, eight of whom have attended the Uni-

Louis and Shirley Corwin display the 
award presented to them at Parents 
Weekend. Behind them are pictures of 
the Corwin Mizzou alumni, from left: 
Paul, Donald, Thomas, Peggy, 
Maureen, Nancy,James and Mary. 

versity. "None of them ever asks to borrow 
the car, so that's a blessing," she says. 

Dr. Louis Corwin Jr. is a professor of 
veterinary medicine and surgery at the Uni
versity. "He knows the ropes of the Univer
sity and knows the right way to encourage 
the children," Shirley Corwin says. "My hus
band offers logical advice. I speak from the 
heart." 

The Corwins came from Fort ColUns, 
Colo., to Columbia in 1968. When it can1e· 
time to choose a college, "We just assumed 
Mizzou was the best place to go," Shirley 
Corwin says. The family is not disappointed 
with its choice. "The University prepares its 
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students to deal with the outside world." 
Peggy Corwin Connell, Donald, Maur

een, Nancy Corwin Rath and Paul all have 
attended Mizzou. James, Mary and Thomas 
currently are enrolled. 

"I've never thought of my children as 
numbers," Shirley Corwin says. "Someone 
once told me that I have nine only children. 
They're all individuals." 

Thomas Corwin, a junior majoring in 
journalism, says the University has fostered 
that individuali.ty. "The University taught me 
to question my own beliefs and to stand up 
for what I do believe in." That includes 
involvement in the Campus shanty town acti
vists demanding University divestment in 
firms operating in South Africa. "The Univer
sity is responsible for my ability to be objec
tive and to take a stand." 

Thomas Corwin says an honest self
appraisal is among the benefits his siblings 
gained from their years at Mizzou. "Mizzou is 
a place to find out what you want to do with 
your Life. My family knew it could get a good 
education here." 

Kathleen Corwin, a high-school junior, 
is the last of this branch of the Corwin clan. 
Thomas Corwin is prepared to encourage 
her to continue the family legacy. 

INTHEFALLof1965 , Bob Capshaw Jr. left 
Chaffee to attend Mizzou. Five younger 
Capshaws would follow. "It was like a bunch 
of sheep jumping a fence. They just followed 
each other up there," says Bob Capshaw Sr. 

From left,Joyce,Jodie, Barbara and 
Ilsa surround their dad, Bob Capshaw. 
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A successful automobile dealership 
helped the Capshaws finance 21 years of 
tuition payments. Father Bob Capshaw has 
been mayor of Chaffee, population 3,214 for 
16 years. Mother Juanita Capshaw is execu
tive director of public housing in Chaffee. 

An emphasis on academic excellence 
continued throughout the Capshaws' school 
years. "We insisted they make the dean's 
List," Bob Capshaw says. "We knew they 
were capable. We are fortunate to have 
seven healthy kids with normal, healthy 
minds." 

Joyce,Jodie Capshaw Asel and Ben have 
degrees from the Law School. Barbara Cap
shaw Kohlfeld and Bob Capshaw Jr. gradu
ated from the College of Education. Bob also 
received his master's degree from the col
lege. Lisa is in her second year of Law School. 

When it was time for the youngest Cap
shaw to choose her school, the thought of 
going somewhere else did cross her mind, 
"but only temporarily. Just from watching 
my brothers and sisters I could tell they were 
happy at Mizzou. I knew I'd ultimately go 
here," Lisa Capshaw says. 

"My mother's philosophy was do the 
best you can; that's all anyone can ask of you. 
Dad always stressed the importance ofhigher 
education. They were extremely supportive 
and glad that we had the opportunity to seek 
higher education." 

Lisa Capshaw was prepared for college 
life at Mizzou when she enrolled. "As an 
undergraduate, I used what I had learned 
from watching my brothers and sisters dur
ing their college years. Now in .Law School, r 
seek a lot of advice as far as studying goes." 

According to Bob Capshaw Sr., requests 
for academic assistance were not always 

granted. "I remember one of my children 
asking to borrow some old class notes from 
another. The answer was, 'Heavens no. Get 
them yourself.'" 

Bob Capshaw Sr. says he recommends 
the University to parents thinking of sending 
their children to college. "As far as I'm 
concerned it's the ultimate. 

"It's going to be a letdown when Lisa 
graduates. There will be a real void in my life. 
It's been the highlight of our lives to see our 
kids go to college and be successful." 

A BIACK-AND-GOLD FIAG waves out
side the home of Paul and Rose Watkins 
every Friday before a Mizzou home football 
game. It's testimony to their allegiance to the 
Tigers, fostered during the years that nine of 
thei.r 10 children attended the University. 

"We intended for them to go to college, 
but there was never any pressure to attend 
Mizzou," Rose Watkins says. "Somewhere 
along the line it became a tradition." 

Paul Watkins Jr. enrolled in the Univer
sity in 1962 during what he calls the "pep 
rally and penny loafer era." The atmosphere 
was definitely different when he graduated 
nine years later with a master's degree in 
journalism. "That was during the height of 
the Vietnam era. I'd seen the campus go from 
dress codes and virtually no off-campus 
housing to an entirely different environ
ment." 

So it was a different University that his 
younger brothers and sisters-Robert, Laura, 
Patricia Watkins Winsor, Pamela, Daniel, 
Milissa,Julie and Martha-attended. "I didn't 
give them much advice," says the eldest 
Watkins. "I did encourage them to find a 
field that they would do well in.'' 



Rose and Paul Watkins have nine 
children who attended Mizzou. The 
tradition continued when 
granddaughter Angela Allen enrolled 
this past fall. 

Angela Allen, daughter of Susie Watkins 
Allen and the oldest of the Watkins' 13 grand
children, had the family tradition in mind 
when she enrolled in the University this fall. 

"I always knew I'd go to Mizzou," Allen 
says. Although her high-school graduating 
class at the School of the Osage had only 65 
members, Allen says she isn't intimidated by 
Mizzou's size. "I grew up in a fan1ily that has 
always gone to Mizzou, so I know my way 
around Campus." 

But when she does need help, Allen has 
a ready reference center. Two of her aunts, 
Milissa and Martha, Jive in Columbia. "I 
called them for some help on a political 
science paper," she says. 

Allen says she already has begun her soft 
sell of the University to her brother and 
cousin. Her best selling point is the wide 
variety of degrees offered at the University. 
"Neither one of them knows what they want 
to do. At Mizzou you have the freedom to 
decide." 

Rose and Paul Watkins Sr. are proud of 
their children. "The fact that they are all 
successful in a variety of fields proves that 
Mizzou is a good school," Rose Watkins says. 
The pride doesn't extend to their record 
number of Mizzou alumni, however. "I 
wouldn't be surprised if there was someone 
who could beat it," Rose Watkins says. 
"There has to be someone with more." D 
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THE MIZZOU TRADmON 
How far back does your family's Mlzzou tradition go? Maybe you 
can't boast a legacy like those featured in this article, but you've 
earned your stripes. 

Help the Missouri Alumnus recognize families with a Mizzou 
legacy by completing this form_ 

Your name: 

Street address: 

City: State: ______ Zip code: ___ _ 

Telephone number: ________________ _ 

Number of family members who have attended Mizzou: 

Please Include family members' full names, relationship, dates they 
attended the University and areas studied or degree and date of 
graduation. Include their current addresses and telephone numbers 
so we can reach them, If necessary. · 

TELL us ABOUT YOUR FAMILY Return to Missouri Alumnus 
1100 University Place 
1205 University Ave. 
Columbia, Mo_ 65211 -
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