
Believe it is essential o r very important 
to develop a meaningful philosophy of 
life. 

1970 1985 

76% 45% 

Have major concern about financing 
college. 

1970 1985 

9% 14% 

Believe the death p enalty should be 
abo lished. 

1970 

52% 
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1985 

23% 

Believe it is essential o r very important 
to be very well off fi nancially. 

1970 1985 

35% 71% 

Consider themselves politically liberal. 

1970 1985 

32% 20.5% 

Believe abortion should be legal. 

1970 1985 

87% 57% 

0 
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Believe women's activities are best con
fined to the home. 

1970 1985 

45% 21% 

Consider themselves as middle of the 
road politically. 

1970 1985 

49.5% 56.5% 

~~~ --= 
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Believe marijuana should be legalized. 

1970 1985 

32% 21.5% 



Plan to major in business. 

1970 1985 

5% 24% 

Consider themselves politically conser
vative. 

1970 1985 

16% 21% 

Believe they will graduate with honors. 

1970 1985 

5% 14% 

ATTITUDES 
THEN AND NOW" 

THE VIETNAM WAR is at its peak. National 
guardsmen have killed four students during a 
protest at Kent State University. Richard 
Nixon is president of the United States. 

'/be Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan 
is required reading in a Mizzou political sci
ence course. Bras are out; mini skirts and 
white lipstick are in. Welcome to the college 
campus of 1970, when "developing a mean
ingful philosophy of life" was the No. 1 goal 
of freshmen at Mizzou and nationwide. 

Fifteen years later, in the era of Ronald 
Reagan, Lee Iacocca and Sylvester Stal.lone, 
Mizzou freshmen are echoing the commer
cial jingle of the '80s: "Who says you can't 
have it all?" Their top three goals: prestige, 
money and a family, according to a 1985 
survey of new students. But don't expect 
them to ponder the meaning of life. 

When Mizzou freshmen took this survey 
in 1970, a full 76 percent said it was "very 
important or essential" to develop a mean
ingful philosophy of life. Only 45 percent 
had that goal in 1985, the most recent year 
for which results are available. More than 70 
percent of 1985 respondents, however, as
pired to become an authority in their field, 
raise a family and be very well off financially. 
But only 35 percent of the 1970 freshmen 
said it was important to be wealthy. 

Some 2,908 Mizzou freshmen, or 80 per
cent of the new members in the Class of 
1989, answered the questionnaire at Sum
mer Welcome. The other 20 percent may 
have given different answers, but the return 
does show how some freshman attitudes 
have changed at the University of Missouri
Columbia. 

"MONEY wasn't an important priority in 
the 1970s," says Kim Dude, BS Ed '74, M Ed 
'76, who now is assistant director of resi
dence hall programs at Mizzou. "The impor
tant priority," she remembers, "was to make 

By CAROL HUNTER 

an impact on the world." 
Today, increased interest in lucrative 

careers threatens liberal-arts fields, says Alex
ander Astin, director of the Cooperative In
stitutional Research Program, which con
ducts the national surveys. The survey is 
sponsored by the Amertcan Council on Ed
ucation and the University of California-Los 
Angeles. 

Astin analyzes two decades of surveys in 
a report he co-wrote, Ibe American Fresh
man: Twenty Year Trends, 1966-85. Results 
show that attitudes of Mizzoufreshmen usu
ally mirror those of their counterparts na
tionwide. · 

"To get a better job" was the No. 1 
reason for deciding to go to college, accord
ing to the 1985 Mizzou survey. Other pop
ular answers were to learn more about things 
and to make more money. The top reason for 
selecting Mizzou, cited by 61 percent, was 
its good academic reputation. 

In keeping with their career goals, only 
21 percent of the 1985 freshmen said wom
en's activities should be confined to the 
home, compared with 45 percent in 1970. 

BUSINESS is the most attractive major for 
24 percent of the 1985 freshmen. Only 5 
percent planned to major in business in 
1970. In 1985, less than 1 percent of Miz
zou's freshmen planned to major in English, 
history, music, philosophy, speech or "other 
arts and humanities." As a comparison, En
glish was the first choice for 3 percent in 
1970. 

Interest also has waned in agriculture 
and education. Only 4 percent of the 1985 
freshmen wanted to major in agriculture and 
forestry, down from 16 percent in 1970. For 
education, the figure declined from 8.5 per
cent in 1970 to 4.5 percent in 1985. 

Business executive, journalist, accoun
tant, engineer and physician were the top 
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career choices for 1985 freshmen. Most of 
their 1970 counterparts aspired to be farm
ers, artists, teachers, health professionals 
other than physicians, and engineers. (The 
1970 survey did not include journalism as a 
specific choice.) 

But before concluding that all of today's 
freshmen are seeking big-dollar jobs, con
sider this. The percentage of freshmen plan
ning to major in the physical and social sci
ences remained virtually unchanged at about 
8 percent from 1970 to 1985. And even in 
1970, two-thirds of the freshmen agreed that 
the benefit of college was monetary. 

IN ADDD'ION, the percentage of fresh
men who said that helping others in diffi
culty was "essential or very important" in
creased slightly, from 59 percent in 1970 to 
60.5 percent in 1985. 

Also of note is students' current finan
cial situation. Some 14 percent of 198 5 fresh
men said they had major concern about fi
nancing college; about 9 percent reported 
major concern in 1970. 

In politics, 21 percent of 1985 respon
dents considered themselves conservative, 
up from 16 percent in 1970. A greater shift 
occurred in the "liberal" category: Almost 
32 percent identified themselves as such in 
1970, but only 20.5 percent did so in 1985. 
Middle-of-the-roaders increased from half in 
1970 to 56.5 percent in 1985. 

Raising a family was 
among the top goals of 
198S freshmen. 

SOCIAL CONSERVATISM also is on the 
rise. In 1970, about half of the freshmen said 
the death penalty should be abolished, com
pared with one-fourth in 1985. Legal abor
tion was favored by 87 percent in 1970, but 
only 57 percent in 1985. One-third of the 
1970 group said marijuana should be legal
ized, compared with one-fifth in the latest 
survey. 

During their senior year in high school, 
7 percent of the 1985 freshmen smoked . 
tobacco frequently, down from 8 percent in 
1970. But while men are kicking the habit, 
more women are lighting up: Only 4.5 
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percent of males in the 1985 group smoked, 
compared with 9 percent of the females. 

Beer has become more popular with 
both sexes. While only half of the 1970 
freshmen said they drank beer in the year 
prior to the survey, three-fourths of the 1985 
group said they did. But today's students are 
more responsible drinkers, says Dude, who 
helps with alcohol-awareness programs. 
"When I was in college, alcohol abuse was 
just a way of life. Now students are far more 
responsible-they offer soft drinks, rides 
home and food." 

TIIE CURRENT GENERATION also may 
be more responsible about studying: About 
14 percent thought they would graduate 
with honors, up from 5 percent in 1970. But 
college itself isn't as likely to make the grade 
today. Only 56 percent of 1985 respondents 
said chances are very good that they will be 
satisfied with college, compared with three
quarters in 1970.Yetjust 11 percent in 1970 
expected to be successful after graduation. 
Unfortunately, the available survey results do 
not define "success." The identical question 
wasn't asked in the 1985 survey; however, 
71 percent anticipated finding a job in their 
field. 

But the quest to "have it all" migllt 
exact some tolls along the way. About 20 
percent in the 1985 survey said they often 
felt overwhelmed while seniors in high 
school, and 6.S percent reported frequent 
depression. One-fourth of the 1985 fresh
men overslept and missed a class or appoint
ment in high school, up from 18.1 percent in 
1970. 

Appropriately, time management is 
among the most popular residence-hall pro
grams now offered. Topics on study skills, 
male/female relationships, alcohol aware
ness and wellness also are well attended. 

"It's much easier to get them to go to a 
program on how to look better or relate 
better, than to a program on the nuclear 
arms race or the civil rights movement," 
Dude says. But she accepts the differences 
between these students and those of her 
generation. "I think there's a direct corre
lation between what students are like and 
what's going on in the world." Today's 
freshmen, for example, were only in the sec
ond or third grade when the Vietnam War 
ended. 

"OUR ROLE as educators is to help them 
feel more confident about themselves, but at 
the same time increase their awareness of 
others and issues that need their attention," 
Dude says. ''When we do that, their interest 
Increases." She uses alcohol awareness as an 
example. 

She adds, "I love working with the stu
dents of today. I find them exciting, challeng
ing and delightful." Part of the challenge is 
meeting students on their ground. Dude says 
student surveys help. "It's important for 
administrators to find out what students are 
thinking. It's good to know what students 
are like now, because we're coming from 
our own perspective." D 

A WOMAN'S PLACE 
IS AT MIZZOU 
LULIE GILLETI'E enrolled at the Uni 
versity of Missouri in 1867 to study "the 
care of the sick room and the kitchen." 
Like her female classmates, Gillette's am
bition was to learn how science and art 
could elevate the commonest duties of 
home life. Earning her degree in 1870, 
Gillette became the University's first fe
male graduate at a time when the ad
mission of women was viewed as a "very 
bold and hazardous measure." 

Some 118 years after Gillette took 
that first bold step, women outnumber 
men in Mizzou's undergraduate popula
tion for the first time. Official fall 1986 
enrollment figures show 8,499 females 
and 8,408 males pursuing undergraduate 
degrees. 

And women are gaining ground in 
non-traditional fields. Sixty percent of 
undergraduates in the Journalism School 
are female. 

"Journalism is the first field in a for
merly male-dominated area to become a 
female majority," saysJean Gaddy Wilson, 
a lecturer who has conducted a national 
study on women in the media. The influx 
of women into journalism is a nationwide 
trend, says Dean James D. Atwater. "In 
the past few years there have been some 
efforts on the part of some media to hire 
women more than in the past." 

This past fall , as in 1982, more 
women than men undergraduates en
rolled in the College of Arts and Science. 
The statistic reflects the increased oppor
tunities available to women, says Asso
ciate Dean Ted Tarkow. 

Even in fields where males still rep
resent the majority, women are becom
ing more visible. In agriculture women 
represent one-third of the undergrad
uates, and in business and public adminis
tration, 43 percent. Engineering has gone 
from virtually no female undergraduates 
to 14 percent in one generation. 

Likewise, the proportion of men is 
increasing in some fields traditionally 
dominated by women. A decade ago only 
10 percent of Mizzou students in health 
related professions were male; today the 
figure is 25 percent. Men represent one
third of Mizzou education undergrad
uates. And one-t1fth of undergraduates in 
home economics and social work are 
male. 

Men continue to outnumber women 
in Mizzou's professional schools, but the 
gap is narrowing. In veterinary medicine, 
women represent 46.5 percent of the 
students pursuing DVM degrees. Forty 
percent ofMizzou law students are wom
en, and about a third of medical students 
are female. 


