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By any account, Don Reynolds' $9 million gift to build a new 
alumni center for the University of Missouri-Columbia was 
the highlight of the MU Alumni Association's 1987-88 year. 

The gift, the largest in the nearly ISO-year history of Mizzou, will 
enable the Donald W. Reynolds Alumni Center to be built in the 
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heart of the Campus, allowing the Association to 
accelerate support for its alma mater. 

The Reynolds Center will not be completed 
until 1991 or 1992, but support for MU- the 
Alumni Association's bouom line- was 
demonstrated significantly during the past 
academic year. Dues from nearly 25,000 
Association members funded programs to help 
Mizzou move closer to the vanguard of America's 
truly greal state universites. 

Two new programs deserve special mention. 
One, called the Faculty Development Incentive 

Fund, distributed 120,000 in grant money to 26 
faculty projects that otherwise could not have 
been funded by the University. The projects 
included travel money to professional conferences, 

computer-generated graphic art, student research 
on welfare reform, a pilot study on consumer 
attitude to Mtssouri produce, identiration of 
hearing loss in babies and creation of a manual for 
veterinary medical terminology. Besides the value 
of the projects, the program enhanced the 
relationship between the Association and faculty. 

The second program created the Legislative 
Information Network Committee. L1NC reviewed 
bills pending in the General Assembly that 
affected higher education. Using alumni 
throughout Missouri as liaisons, L1NC educated 
alumni about the legislature's fund-allocation 
process and legislators about the University'S 
lleeds. 

Here are other highlights: 

Alumni grants support 
26 faculty projects 
Th.Faculty 
Development Incentive 
Program awarded 26 
gronh totaling $20,000 
fa faculty membet1 to 
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Dr. Elaine Bod"", 
assistant professor of 
entomology, used her 
$945 award to buy an 
electronic monitor to 
research the feeding 

of the potato leafhopper. 
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RecruitIIIent and SdI.laships 
The Association maintained an active volunteer 
recruitment network in Missouri and also 
sponsored Mizzou Nights in 51. Charles, Greene. 
Cole and Livingston counties. More than 130 
high-school honor students attended Scholar 
Nights in St. Louis and Kansas City. The 
Association produced a brochure directed to 
National Merit! Achievement Scholars and bosted 
three on-Campus programs for these prospective 
students. The Alumni Scholars Program gave 23 
.scholarships worth nearly 540,000. 

Membership 
The Mizzou MasterCard was introduced last year 
by the membership committee. The promotion 
offers ducs-paying members a no-fee card with a 
25-day grace period and reasonable interest ratcs. 
The Association receives .25 percent of all net 
retail sales volume generated from the use of the 
card. After the first eight months, the Association 
has received 55,000 from this source. Another 
important new program begun last year was the 
production of an official Alumni Association 
calendar, sent without charge to all dues-paying 
members. At the end of June, membership totaled 
24,664, including 6,247 life members. 

MawiAlMnw 
The MissQuri Alumnus magazine, made possible 
by membership dues, increased its service to the 
University by expanding circulation to include all 
125,000 MU alumni throughout the country. 
Directed by the Association's communication 
committee, the Alumnus' primary purpose is to 
keep alumni informed about their University. 

Activities 
More than 16,000 alumni participated in 219 
chapter, divisional and other activities, including 
visits from Chancellor Haskell Monroe, athletic 
rallies., formal banquets and informal barbecues. 

Divisional Organizations 
Sixteen of Mizzou's schools and colleges operated 
alumni organizations under the umbrella of the 
national Alumni Association. Last year, the 
Association budget provided $47,000 to help the 
divisional groups' operations. 

Black AlumnI 0rganizatiDn 
Highlight of the year was the organization of the 
first Black Alumni Chapter, the Mid·Missouri 
chapter in Columbia. Goals include establishing a 
black alumni scholarship. 

Tows 
The Tourin' Tigers traveled on 15 group-rate 
tours during the year, including a 194y trip to 
China and a 15--day tour of Antarctica. Other 
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destinations were New England's harbors, the 
Alps and the canyons of the Southwest. 

The awards committee administers the Faculty· 
Alumni awards. Twenty outstanding faculty and 
alumni were honored at a Sept. 18 dinner. Tbe 
awardees were featured in the Wimer 1988 
Alumnus magazine. 

Fifiy·two students make up the Association's 
Student Board. Serving as ambassadors for alumni 
functions. AASB members also take an active role 
in recruiting new students for Mizzou. AASB was 
featured in the Spring 1988 Alumnus. 

Homecoming '88 
steering commi"ee co-
chairmen Amy King, a 
seniorininteriorOesign 
and journalism from 
~ythe~II., Ark., ond 
Curt Rippee, a senior in 
accounting from 
Comdento~ Me, sport 
the officiol "Show Me 
01' Min .. " j·shim 
!hot will be sold during 
Homecoming Week 
Oct. 10 through 15. 
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IIomecomiotg 
The theme for Homecoming 1987, "The Joke's 
on You, KSU," proved to be prophetic with the 
football Tigers beating Kansas Slate 34-10. 
Students purchased 5,000 Homecoming kits, 
which included a theme T-shirt. 

Athletics 
Meeting three times a year, the alumni athletic 
committee has representatives from all 14 alumni 
districts in Missouri and provides the athletic 
department feedback from Missouri alumni. The 
four alumni members on the University's 
intercollegiate athletic committee, which advises 
the chancellor and athletic director on athletic 
matters, also come from the Association's athletic 
committee. 

Alumni Center 
Once again, use of the Alumni Center set new 
records in terms of events and people attending 
those events. Averaging more than one a day, 
events totaled 513 with 27,550 participants, 
ample evidence of the need for the Reynolds 
Alumni Center. The center is managed by the 
alumni center management commiUee. 

1.eaIIers' Day 
Achievements of 17 chapters- I 3 in Missouri and 
(our out-o(.·state-during 1986-87 earned them 
honor status. Their offICers were honored at 
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Leaders' Day Sept. II in Columbia- a time the 
Association says thanks (or work well-done. 

Reunions 
The Class o( '62 was represented by 40 members 
at its 25th reunion during Homecoming, and the 
Class of '38, by 72 members at its Gold Medal 
reunion in April. The so.year reunion was 
featured in the Summer 1988 Alumnus. 

Alumni Seminar Weekend 
"Health and Wellness: the Maturing of America" 
was the theme April 22 and 23 as 40 alumni 
gathered on Campus to learn how to streich out, 
shape up, eat nutritiously and live healthier lives. 

All Hoc Committees 
Three ad hoc committees contributed to the year's 
success: The Association Bylaws were revised and 
updated, new accountiT18 procedures and 
investment policies were adopted, and an outside 
consultant reviewed Association programs. 

IoanI of Directors 
A 62·member board of directors governs 
Association affairs. Included are the officers and 
other members of the executive committee, 
Missouri district directors, divisional organization 
representatives, heads of standing committees., out· 
of -state regional representatives, at-large members 
and a student representative. 

The 16-monIh 
Se!quic,ntennial 
Calendar, September 
1988 through 
Oe<embor 1989, 
loa!u",his1orictid~" 

~~=,~OU 
during the IosI ISO 
1:"" A. 0 thank lOU 
~~~a:-
receiving tnt calenckw, 
which also lists alumni 
octivitiesand University 
events during the 
Sesquicentennial 
Celebration. 
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