
Once a 4.0 is gone, there'S no getting it back. 
The B that brings joy to the hearts of the 
masses can destroy the stralght·A record of 
the few forever. No doubt about it. Main· 
talnlng the perfect grade point average until 
the senior year Is quite an ach ievement. 
The average GPA of 18,720 undergraduates Is a 
respectable 2.636. Seniors, who number 
4,262, check In at about 3.0. About 15 percent 
have a 3.75 or better, but few can tally 90 
credit nours without even a single B. Here are 
some that did. I They're about as different 
as they are the same. Most of them came to 

the University on a Curator's Scholarship, none as National Merit Scholars. All have 
been Invited to join nonor societies, yet, for the most part, they like to keep their 
academic fortune to themselves, family, close friends and advisers (a precaution to 
avoid the egghead stereotype!. I J "People look at you like you're a snob, orweird," 
says John Robertson. living in a trailer and avoiding English 60 has helped him 
preserve his unblemished record. "I can't write papers well ; that'S why I'm In 
chemistry." 0 Alan Free's GPA proves he can do the work. ''I'm not modest about it. 
I know I can't do any better, " Free says. " I don't know what good It'll do me as an 
engineer, but it can't do any harm." n Kim Moody's goal always has been to do her 
best. "If I'm capable of an A, that's what I strive for," Moody says. " In several classes 
I've been between an A and a B, but I pull it out In the final. I don't study on a dally 
basis. I'm a really good crammer. God helps me. I've been blessed with the 
Intelligence to work hard." n Despite her perfect record, Janet Untiedt says, "I 
don't prepare enough ahead of time. Some weeks I don't study at all, other weeks a 
lot, sometimes as late as 2 a.m. every night." [J Jim Czajkowski wouldn't 
recommend his study habits to anybody, "because they're bad. I study for a test the 
night before, two nights if it's a hard one." n Kim Walsh got her last B In band as a 
high school freshman. "I didn't really start out to get a 4.0. I just try to go from 
semester to semester. It'S kind of a personal challenge. I don't think of myself as a 
brilliant person. I enjoy intellectual topics. " n "I consider a scholar someone wno 
enjoys doing it," says Robert Gallion. Even though he likes studying, "I'd rather work 
than go to school." n There is the common apprehension: "Sure you're going to be 
kind of proud of It, but It might not be there after the next semester," Dewaine 
Kautsch says. " Even C is something to be proud of if you gave it your best shot." 
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JANET UNTIEDT, 21 , 15 finiShing 
coursework for a degree In special 
education, behavior disorders and 
elementary education. Her classes 

this semester are more demanding, 
"but related to what I'll be doing 

when I teach." Untiedt, who believes 
that fleld experience 15 now more 

valuable to her than graduate 
school, has already aided at Mid 

Missouri Mental Health Clinic and the 
Ridgeway Center for 

Developmentally Disabled In 
Columbia. and In her hometown, 

conception Junction, Mo. 



JOHN ROBERTSON, 21, 
started out as a 
pre-med majoring In 
chemistry, " I 'm a 
glutton for 
punishment," says the 
Chemistry 11 fA from 
Independence, Mo, 
After six summers of 
work In a 
non-denominational 
Blblecamp, RObertson 
decided "I like 
chemistry and I want to 
go on wit h It, but right 
now, working w ith kids 
Is a higher priority next 
semester I'll start 
taking education 
courses," In the 
meant ime, He's 
teaching Bible study 
and sunday School 
classes to high school 
students. 

OEWAINE KAUTSCH, 20, 
has wanted t o be a 
farmer ever since he 
can remember. "All the 
way through high 
SChOOl, I planned on 
not going to college, 
Then I learn ed there are 
other things beside the 
f arm, though my heart 
Is stili there." Kautsch, 
who commutes dally 
from his family farm 
Just outside of 
Russellville, MO. , spends 
his evenings, weekends 
and summers there , 
helping out however 
tie can, Enrolled In the 
colleges of Engineering 
and A9rtculture, 
Kautschllkes " the 
engineering aspect of 
farming ," 
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ALAN FREE, 23, 
graduated from high 

SChOOl In Bridgeton, 
Mo., and Joined the Air 

Force. Afterthree years 
he Qualified for a full 
ROTC scholarship and 

headed for Mlzzou. 
"I'm glad I came here. 
It's a big campus with 
lots Of activities." On 

Friday nights and 
nearly all day 

Saturdays, the 
electrical engineering 
major can be found at 

meetings of the 
univerSity'S Dragon 

and Dungeons 
simulation game club. 
"I like to playa magic 
user or thief. They're 

more challenging. The 
more complicated, the 
more fun Itlsforme. 1 
don't know why, but 

that's the way I like It." 
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KIM MOODY, 21, thinks hapPiness 
doesn't depend on money or 

prestige. "I believe there's a God and 
He can help us out. I'm studying 

counseling and personnel services 
because I'd like to Incorporate that 
faith Into helping others," says the 
FlOrissant, MO., native. As a Young 
Life volunteer, Moody works with 

Hickman and Rock Bridge high 
schoolers. " A one-on-one with kids 
builds relationships and lets them 

know someone cares." Moody 
spends another 16 to 20 hours per 

week as a diagnostic laboratory 
assistant at the college of Veterinary 

Medicine. 

JIM CZAJKOWSKI, 20, proves that It's 
not always wise to listen to advice. 

"I've had three advisers and each 
had different Ideas." They all agreed 

he had a better chance at getting 
Into the college of veterinary 

Medicine next year, but he applied 
anyway. Now he's vice president of 

the first-year class. Besides 40 hours 
of study per week, CzaJkowski, of 
Sacramento, calif., takes turns at 

cleaning the anatomy lab and the 
dog kennels. Whatever energy he 

has left Is spent swimming, Jogging 
and reading his collection of1,200 

Marvel Comics. 



KIM WALSH, 21, works 15 hOurs a 
week as a public relations assistant 
to the vice chancellor fOr student 
services. Besides clipping and filing 
newspaper articles about tl1e 
department, budgets, faculty and 
staff, the Journalism major from 
Buffalo, MO., also produces news 
releases and designs brochures. 
With writing the great American 
novel as her goal, Walsh would like 
to go to school- at least part time 
- the rest of her life. "My biggest 
regret Is not taking the zillions of 
classes I Just haven't had the time 
for." 

ROBERT GALLION, 41 , retired from the Navy as a commander of the 
supply corps after 22 years of service. The NeoshO, Mo., native 
came to Mlzzou to pursue a math and business degree from the 
College of General Studies and eventually an MBA. "I was afraid I'd 
have difficulty with professors who knew how It Is according to 
the bOOk, not In real life, but I've been Impressed with their open 
minded ness." The president-elect of the EI Chaparral 
Neighborhood Association also has volunteered In the March of 
Dimes Mother's March. ''I've been called one enough to qualifY." 
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