
T he score was 14·12 and the only obstacles 
between the six member volleyball team 

and the ch a mpionship title were one point and 
six inc hes of mud. 

Steve Sander s, a member of the Be ta 
Theta Pi fra ternity's oozeba ll team, 
s teppe d awkwardly into the pit as the mud 
oozed between his toes. Only his eyes and 
teeth c ould be seen through the gooey 
grime covering his body and clothes. His 
te am gathered to plan its s trategy to win 
the mud volleyball tourna ment. 

"Hit the ball deep ," Sanders said. His 
team , covered with the slime , slid 
into position . 

As Sanders served the ball, the 
opponents stumbled through the mire 
toward the net, not noticing the mud 
spinning off the ball. They jumped 
forward to return the serve while two 
players collided a nd fell into the ooze. 
One player remained s tanding long 
enough to sla m the ball over the net. 
Sanders leaped as the ba ll came toward 
him and "spiked" it immediately into 
the opposing court. The ball sunk into the 
muddy pit as Sanders tum bled facedown in 
the muck. His team had won the oozeball 
tournament and celebrated its victory by 
p lunging into the cool , watery slime. 

This s tra nge, new sport s lid into Columbia Sept. 
6, when 54 learns competed in six inches of mud 
a t the Hinkson Creek Recreational Area, three miles 
south of downtown Columbia on Providence Road. 
The tourname nt was sponsored by the Mizzou 
Alumni Association's Student Board, and the m oney 
raised was contributed to the Alumni Scholarship 
Fund. 

Everyone played in the mud, whether he won or 
lost, and ignored the grit between his tee th and the 
mud which oozed in his ears. 

"When [ first stepped in the mud pit, it felt Like 
someone decided that I was the next ingredient in 
a pancake mix," Mark Dahmer said. 

TIle three pits were dug according to s tandard 60 
by 30 feet volleyball courts with the nets set eight 
feet off the ground. The Columbia Fire Department 
dumped 7,000 gallons of water in the pits. 

"We had the capability to provide the wa ter plus 
we felt it was for a good cau se," said Ron Paubel, 

By Denise Clarke 

A coat of mud makes it easy to 
identify Jeff 8reer, Kent Kehr 
and Kevin Sharpe as oozebalters. 

driJJmaster of the fire department. 
The championship was de te rmined afte r six hours 

of competition. TIle tourna m ent followed s ta nda rd 
volleyball rules, excep t the ga m es lasted eigh t 
minutes or until] 5 points were earned, whichever 
cam e tIl·St. It was a single-elimination tournament 
so that once a team los t , it was out of the gam es. 
Re fer ees and Iill e judges were on the sidelines to 
check bounda ry ca lls. Though the referees were out
side the pit , they weren't excluded from the fUll . 

" If] made a ca ll that a team didn ' t Uke, I'd get 
bombarded with mud," Bob Conerly, a student board 
member, said. 



Aimless swings at the volleyball indicated ooze
ball was more a game of chance than skill. 

"It didn't matter where you hit the baJi because 
it was covered with mud and it was going to go 
wherever it wanted," Kare n Carlson said . 

All the con testants frolicked, tumbled and wal· 
lowed in the muck when the games were over. "The 
wet mud on m y hail' felt like molasses," Carlson said. 
The ooze caked the players' eye lids as well. "I 
couldn' t see the baJI most of the time because the 
mud on my eye lids was so heavy, but thatjusl made 
the game more cha llenging." 

The mud-covered volleyba ll spun in the air for its 

Left: the Alpha Gamma Rho team lost the match 
but won the post game dip with the 
Alumni Association's team led by President Tom 
Schultz. Above: Spencer House prepares to return 
a spike from Forestry, Fisheries and Wildlife, 

first time at the Univel'sity, but the sport originated 
at the University of Notre Dame's spring festival in 
South Bend, Ind. The name "oozeba ll " was selected 
for the sport at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
in 1978 when Hs student al umni board was look
ing for a spring activity for the students, 

In Mizzou's tournament, one team of students 
from Hallsville, Mo. , left its opponents drenched 
in mud, 

"Our s trategy was to psych the other team out by 
tackling them in the mud when we changed courts," 
Jeffrey Peterson sajd. 

"The new sport of oozeball has hopefully begun 
its tradition at the University," Kim Alumbaugh, 
oozeba ll chairman, sajd . "And even though the mud 
pits will dry up in the next few weeks and oozebalJ 
won't be the topic of conversation, 'Oozeball - Do 
J t In The Mud' T·shirts will stiU be seen on Campus," 

The contestants will a lways remember tile day 
when they reverted back to their childhood days 
01' fun and the sun .. , and mud. 0 
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