


THAT'S RIGHT. OL' MIZZOU, 
Two Truman Scholars give Mizzoll some­

thing in common with the likes of Harvard, Dart­
mouth and Yale. They're the only other univer­
sities to have two students' winning the coveted 
prizes. 

Sonja Steptoe, left, of Lutcher, La., and Peggy 
Israel of Ballwin, Mo., received the piece de 
resistance of undergraduate scholarships for 
Mizzoll. A Harry S Truman Scholarship, of­
fered to at least one student per state and 26 
scholars-at-Iarge, covers educational expenses 

up to 55,000 a year for four years as the student 
prepares for a career in public service. The 
scholarship foundation was established by 
Congress in 1977 as the official memorial to the 
33rd President. 

"THERE'S NO QUESTION that this scholarship is 
the most prestigious undergraduate scholar­
ship," says Ted Tarkow, director of the Honors 
College. "It's like winning a bowl game." 

Having Truman Scholars on Campus doesn't 
exactly hurt Tarkow's recruitment of National 



Mel'it Scholars, t:i thcr, "They auract oth er honor 
s tudents who in turn do well in national competi­
tion, The en d result is th at the Universi t y j!;ains 
confidcnce in it se lf, " 

Tarkow, an en thus ia s t ic backer of opportunities 
for g ifted l;i tudentl>, says Steptoe a nd Israe l a re "more 
gifted in marc ways t h ~lIl a n y student I ca n recall 
meeting on this Campu s," 

J ohn Kuhlm a n , a populm' teacher who h al> had 
both s tudent s in honors economics classes. agrees, 
"Th ese women have severa l things in ('o ml11on th a t 
made th e m good candidates for t he Truma n Sch olar­
s hi p," h e says, "Th ey are bo th ex tl'emely bri ght. 
and they hnve all incrcd ible amou nt of compo~ure 
and won' t lose t he ir coo l in a s trange envhonmenl. 
They arc ::Ict ive o n Campu s and don 't jus t s it at 
m ee tings, but a s k qu es tion s and present id eas," 

BOTH STUDENTS EXUDE A CONFIDENCE that be li es 
the ir yo uthful 2 0 years, but it h asn't a lways bcen 
th a t way, " I too k s p eech and dra m a in hig h schoo l 
to t r y to get over be in g so s h y." says Israe l, nn 
economics and m a th ematics m ajol'. " If you put con­
sciou s e ffo rt into it . you cn n ove rcom e it." 

S te ptoe's se n se of hum or blossomed in coll ege. 
"I n hi g h sc h oo l I was know n as a 'ston e fa ce ' 
bec au se I never s mil ed, He re a t Mizzoll I 've sort 
o f le t m y h a ir down, even thou gh 1 jus t got it c ut 
recent ly," s he says, grinning a t th e obviou s pun. 

T h ot confide n ce was a necesS::lry ingr edi e nt for 
pa ss ing the tough int e rv iews ,'equired of scholar­
sh ip cand id ates, 

I s rae l. n ominat ed fo r the sc hol 3rship by h er 
adv isor, \Valt e r J ohnson , was in th e driver' s seat fo r 
h el' int e r v iew with e ight Kansas C it y civic, 
bu s i ness and a cad emic leade r s , "I d ecid ed I would 
control it ," says the Parkwa y Wes t Hi g h School 
g ra duat e, " 1 ke pt it li ght , a n swe red th e ques tions 
s traight a nd m a de som e j okes," 

Isra e l , a m erit scholar and Art s [md Scien ce s tu ­
d ent governme nt pres ide nt, is using h e r sch olarship 
to prepare for a career in th e Jus tic e De p a rtmen t. 

STEPTOE'S INTERVIEW wasn' t quit e as enjoya ble as 
ISI'a e t' s, " I nte nse" is how sh e d escribes it. "Some­
tim es th e panel c hallen ged th e an s w e r s to my 
ques tions, 1 had to s how a ll s ides of a n argument 
and th e n s upport m y s ide," 

Steptoe, nom inat ed for the scho la r s hip by Kuhl ­
mnn . wi ll st ud y bu s in ess a nd public ad minis tTa tion 

18~ 

a t th e graduate leve l with plans to work for a rc).,(ula· 
tory agency or cabi net- leve l department. "A big 
problem in goven1ment is comm un ication with bus i· 
ness, Therc nceds to be effec ti ve commun ication 
between these two bnlnches so the adversary rela· 
tionship that often exists ca n be e liminat ed. 

" J wou ld like to fun c tion a s a lia iso n 01' prcss 
sec re tary." S t e ptoe, a j ourna li sm a nd eco nomics 
maj or , continu es , ,,' told th e Truman committee 
I would take Hodding Ca rt e r' s job, I rea ll y admire 
him," 

Steptoe. whocal11e to MizzoLl beca useofth e School 
of J ourn a li s m' s reputation , fee ls th e TI'UIll ~1I1 Schol· 
arship has opened doors , like those or th e Woll $1 I'n'l 

JUIII'/l(iI whe re s h e worked a s :.In inl e rn thi s s ummer. 
" I would ha ve been contcnt w ith be ing it re port e r, " 
s he no tcs, "but m y p:lre nt s al ways said try if th e 
opportunit y is th e re. O ne thing I ).,(o t frolll Ill y fam il y 
W::I S th e inspirat io n to ac hi cve, " 

In a dditi on to t ou g h int e l'v iews, th e s tud e nl s 
wrote 600-word essays , S teptoe explo red the pro fit s 
t:;l X O il Ih e o il industry w hil e Is rn e l' s essay was 
ca lled "Developing C u ide lines fo r Co ng lomera te 
Mergers," 

Althou g h :1I1 e nv iable pos ilion . s iuin g in th e "bes t 
s tude nt" c hai, ' is n 't ::II ways a s li ce o f he, lven, But 
Israe l a nd S tep toe both have fo und ways to re lease 
the te n s ions and anx ie ti es th ~lI accompany s u s­
tai n ed mcntal exe r c ise, 

Re lig ion, so m e thin g Ihat "sort of c roded away in 
co llege ," a).,(ain h as becom e a priorit y in Is ra e l' s 
life, '·1 go on hikes to sepa rat e m yse lf from eve r y­
Ihing e lse I' ve been do in g," s h e S~lys, " It makes m e 
fee l close r to God," 

WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH lor S te ptoe, s h e 
heads fo r the te nni s court s, "My gam e has improved 
a lot s ince I ca me h e re, ::Ind w he n J popped n s trin g 
recentl y, I knew I h:;ld n .... ived ... s h e la u gh s , 

I t' s ju s t a m a tt e r of lime now 1'01' Mizzou's two 
Truman Scholars to climb the ladde r of su ccess , pos­
s ibl y symbolized by the J esse Ha lt fir e esca pe th ey 
c limbed to get photog rap hed lor thi s s tory, 

I t was Is rael who s u gges ted the loca tion, ac tu a ll y, 
·'I've always want ed to ge t on top of J esse Hall," 
s h e says , 

Steptoe found th e ordeal ' ·pc trifyin g, Th e roof is 
at a n a ng le - I thought we we re going to s lide off 
th e s ide." 

Nobod y sa id s uccess com es easy, o 


