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The Maneater, Mizzou's student newspaper, gets letters, lots of letters. Not only 
are they often instructive in terms of portraying student thought and concerns, they 
also can be fun. This series of letters is both. Don't miss the last one. 

September 28, 1976 

Stick It Elsewhere 
This letter is addressed to the 

intellectual giants w ho are 
responsible for the maintenance of 
Sanborn Field. The A & P must have 
been running a sale on c-----! two 
weeks ago, because you or someone 
like you chose that time to dump 
several tons of it on this 
neighborhood's favorite national 
landmark. I real ize thai your brilliant 
research in growing stunted corn 
requires fertilizer, but another factor 
is involved here which may have 
escaped your attention. 

The next lime you are in the vic inity 
of Sanborn Field, take a hike out into 
the middle of the midget corn stalks 
and look to the north. (Press a 
compass against your navel with the 
glass pane and the little letters 
pointing toward the sky. Rotate your 

body clockwise until the needle and 
your belly button line up with the '"N." 
To the north you will see a large 
number of boxes of various sizes, 
shapes and colors. These boxes are 
called houses. Inside of the houses 
live people - members of the same 
species as yourself (although 
undoubtedly further progressed 
along the evolutionary scale). It is a 
safe bet that at leasl some of these 
people are not c-----t fans. Out in 
the country, where there aren't many 
people, and those who live there 
become used to the smell, a li ttle 
c-----t here and there is all right. But 
when you dump a mountain of it into 
the middle of a densely populated 
neighborhood, you can be sure that 
some people will be offended when 
they gag every time they open a door 
or window, or have to hack their way 
through a cloud of flies on their way to 
class. 

I hope you will take into 
consideration our feel ings. If you ever 
receive another load of this fine 
bovine excrement, I hope that you 
can think of a better place 10 stick it. I 
would be happy 10 offer suggestions. 
Thank you. 

Steve Callahan 
151580uchelle 

October 5, 1976 

Sanborn Field, Part 2 
In response to Mr. Callahan's 

one-sided, shallow-minded letter of 
Sept. 28, concerning the using of cow 
manure on Sanborn Field: It's plain to 
see thaI you have no concern for 
anything other than your hall-witted 
attempt at using what you believe to 
be witty choices 01 words. You see, 
Sanborn Field, with all its "stunted 
corn" and "e-----t, " is one of the 
oldest function ing test plots in the 
world. Those plots which utilize cow 
manure are some of the longest 
running experiments on "natural 
fertilizer," that your one-sided, plastic 
suburbia freaks seem so up on these 
days. Sanborn Field began running 
its experiments long before your 
great "colored boxes" with their 
"evolutionary pr09ressed 
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inhabitants" ever were even 
considered of being placed there. 

If you would botherto take the time 
to research the history of Sanborn 
Field, you would know, among other 
things, that Plot 23 is the location of 
the discovery of Aureomycin. If not 
for this, I have no doubt that you 
would be paying Ihree times the 
present price of pork and greater beef 
prices. Sanborn Field has, through 
many other experiments, been 
instrumental in American agricultural 
advancements which have made the 
American farmer the most efficient in 
the world and the American 
consumer the best and most 
economically fed in the world . So tell 
us about it and don't ever gripe about 
the price of groceries again. 

George Wardlow 
'26 Stafford Hall 

October 5, 1976 

Sanborn Field 
Important 

After reading Mr. Callahan's letter 
of Sept. 28, I seriously question his 
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statement of his superiority over 
anyone, lei alone the scientists in 
charge of Sanborn Field. Sanborn 
Field is one of the oldest research 
plots in the world. The contributions 
of Sanborn Field are many and 
varied, including its greatest, Ihe 
discovery of Aureomycin, 
Contributions like this benefit the 
whole country, not just dumb hicks 
who like the smell of manure, as you 
infer. It was fields like Sanborn Field 
thai have made the American farmer 
the most efficient food producer the 
world has ever seen. 

The field was there long before 
your "boxes" were built. The 
dumping 01 manure on a test plot is, 
instead of sheer stupidity, an 
experiment using manure for ferti lizer 
instead of manufactured fertilizers, 
which environmentalists are always 
harping about. If experiments such 
as this were not conducted, organic 
fertilizers (such as manure) would 
never have become a fad these last 
few years. It is obvious you know little 
about Sanborn Field and its 
contributions, or you would not have 
resorted to mudslinging and name 
calling. If you expect people to 
sympathize with yqu, you went about 

Freshman George F. Saum, 01 Florissant, 
Missouri, ptans to teach English. His 

lather, a physicist with McDonnell 
Douglas In St. L.ouls, has his BS, MA and 

PhD degrees from Mlzzou. 

it an wrong. Next time, get the facts. 
Oh, yes, I have a suggestion 
concerning where you can stick the 
manure if you don 't like it. 

Clark Harvey 
103 Cramer Hall 

October 8, 1976 

Organic Rebut 

In response to letters from Clark 
Harvey and George Wardlow 
rebutting criticism of the spreading of 
organic fertilizer over Sanborn 
Experimental Field : 

I was indeed impressed by the 
accounts of Sanborn Experimental 
Field offered in your lellers appearing 
in the Oct. 5 issue of Maneater. Allow 
me to relate my own experience, 
however limited, in the area, 

One morning - was it but a few 
weeks ago? - my alarm clock rose 
me from my slumber to greet the new 
dawn. Imagine my ecstasy when I 



saw perched on the window screen 
not one, nor two, nor three, but four 
insects of the species Musca 
domestica (less reverently called 
"houseflies")! In order to enable 
myself to examine these specimens 
more closely, I seized a newspaper 
and struck the creatures to render 
them immobile. Unfortunately, this 
action severely damaged the 
specimens so that they were no 
longer of value. 

You may wonder how I, of all 
people, was privileged to have these 
four creatures come into my humble 
abode. It happens that I reside in 
Hudson Ha ll , which was built on the 
corner opposite the scientifically 
valuable Sanborn Field. As has been 
previously noted by other persons, 
the field was subjected to a treatment 
of organic fertilizer, commonly called 
"manure." II was this delectable 
fertilizer - a veritable epicurean 
delight for Musca domesticae -
which had drawn the fellows to my 
screen 

During the following several days 
- a period extending to and 
including the present - our 
dormitory was honored by a visit from 

hordes of these zoa. One problem 
has arisen: some of my cohabitants 
are not well trained in the 
domestication of Musca domesticae, 
nor are they appreciative of the 
opportuni ties for study afforded by 
the constant presence of the winged 
insects; as a matter of fact, some of 
my fellow residents find them 
downright annoyingl Of course, to 
persons so obviously benevolent to 
the sciences as yourselves, an 
intolerance of Muscidae must seem 
atrocious. 

I note that you reside in Cramer 
and Stafford Halls, respectively, and 
thus are too far from Sanborn Field to 
be in a situation similar 10 ours. lonly 
regret that you gentlemen of high 
intelligence cannot share my joy as I 
live and work among God's most 
wonderful creatures, the Musca 
domesticae 

George F. Saum 
5378 Hudson Hall 

January 18, 1977 

Sanborn Saga 
In the Oct. 6 issue of the Maneater 

George F. Saum complains about the 
Sanborn Experimental Field, 
lamenting the presence of house flies 
due to Sanborn Field's ideal 
environment for procreation of house 
flies. 

May I remind George F. Saum the 
economics that permitted George F. 
Saum the great privilege of attending 
the magnificent University of 
Missouri is all based on the 
extraordinary earning power of 
George A. Saum. 

And may J continue that the 

meager savings of George J. Saum 
and his wife made it possible for 
George A. Saum to receive his PhD 
from the same University. And how 
did George J. Saum and his wife 
acquire these meager savings? From 
increased yields of corn due to 
improved corn growing practices 
developed at Sanborn Field by efforts 
of that marvelous staff of our Missouri 
College of Agricul ture. 

So, George F. Saum, tonight when 
you retire, bend your knees and with 
folded hands thank the Creator for 
the Sanborn Experimental Field. 

Grandpa George J. Saum 
retired corn farmer 

Villa Ridge, Mo. 

George J. Saum took 
the College of 

Agriculture'stwo·year 
course In 1926, was a 

hybrid seed·corn 
dealer for 40 years. 
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