
By Karen Farrar 

Once upon 'l lim e, hand-pushed 
cart" bearing ice crC;Ull lreals, s;u1d­

wic hes and o lher goodics llwde reg ular 
trip~ t h rou gh Campu~ li v ing areas, a n­

nouncing their prese nce with tinkling he ll s 
As e veryone knows , slUdent s, like "II YO llng ]lCr­

sons , ge t hu ngl)' - one n 
So, when, in 1927, Cha rles Cilbel't opened a small neigh­

borhood gJ'oce ry on a stree t sU lTound ed by fratern it y 
houses and stude nt rooms, it wasn't surpri sing th"t lhe 
s tore shou ld hecome a popularstwJcnt groce ry/s nac k s hop 

No\\!, a ft e r 50 yea rs, Lee Street Shop business is still 
going stl'Ul'l g, at a time wh en sma ll neighborhood stores are 
mostlY :1 pleasant mem ory for those lUcky c nough to ha ve 
lived nca r one. 

Th e s hop is located on the eastern edge of Cam pus, a 
block ofT College Avenue, in tlte basemcnt of a gree n­
s hingled house di vided into stude nt a pa rtme nts a Uove. It 
is tiny - with onl y 390 square fee t of !loor Sp;)ce _ and 
when you go in you r nrst inclination is to look :lfound cor­
ners to try to find the rest of it. 

Bu t, in typical ne ighborhood -s tore fas hion, a lo! is 
crammed into t he s mall space. Wi th a litde se:l rching. 
m ost "emerge ncy" items - like mouth was h, h)undry de­
tergen t and cough drops -can be found. And, unless you're 
think ing gourmet tbat night, you ca n ca rry horne provi ­
s ion s for a dece nt meal from :l s toc k of ca nn ed ).!;oods, bak­
ing s upplics, TV dinners and pot pies , and evcn pota toes, 
onions, lelluce and !omatoes by the pound. 

Bigges t attraction, though, and surprisingly chea p, is 
the sandwich sec!ion. Pick from a menu of nine dill"erell\ 
cold sa ndw iches, including corn ed beef, sa l,-.mi , live r 
c heese , tuna a nd hnm (priced from 40 to 60 cen ts); or it 
hoI roast oee f or sub mari ne-type " Poor Boy" for 80 ce n ts ; 
or the f:1Vorite "Juicy Berger," better known as "Sloppy 
Joe," for JUSt 45 ce nt s. And if you'd like a s witch in bev-
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Proprietor 
Millie Rathert 
continues the 

50-year tradition 
of serving 

Mizzou students 
at the small, 

basement store 
near Campus. 
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er;lge from the customary ~oda pop, oral1~l' and \'egct,lble 
ju ice~ and milk are ;l\' ailabl e in individual-sill' scr\lngs. 

For really li~ht snackers. there are hard Imiled eggs lor 
12 cents, yogurt and deli vered-fresh-dail y bakery roll s. 
And. in the good-old-days tradition, open jars filled with 
candies wld bubble gum offer trents for two cenls (,lnd 
even some st ill fo r 3 penny). 

Millie Rat he rt , who has run the Lee Street Shop sinl'c 
1964. ex plai ns that lots of her prices call he competitive he­
cause she knows w h at sel ls f;1st and can buy these itcllls 
in larger volu m es. Bu siness is al w3ys good - prim e busi 
n css is duri ng luncluime (w he n four e m ployees are oftcn 
needed), but th e store is opcn 'til 10:30 p.rn and the re is 
lit !l c waste. R<lthert b uys lunc hcon meat by the {, hunk .tlld 
prcpares thc hot sand wich makings herse lf. Bccau'>c ~he 
knows he r c ustomcrs by rwme , she ha ~ II' t h:ld "uad check" 
pl'Oblems and w ill cash persona l dlel'b up to SIS, another 
appreci;1ted co n venie nce. 

No r h as s he h3d the shopliftin K he ad <lc he of 13rger 
bu sinesses. " I h ad a littl e probl em once a few yea rs :i!-\O 
w hc n new pled ges <It a frat ernit y were told to corne a nd 
' see w ha l th ey could get,' " she reca ll s. "But I kne w w ho 
they we re, and I jusl wcnt over <Iud lalked to the 1l1." And 
tha t ended Ih31. 

RATHERT OBVIOUSLY ENJOYS her youn g palrons . and o l ~ 

te mimes stude nt s sto p by jusl to dt3t or talk over pmb­
[ems. " It he lps keep me youn g ." she says . 

"She knows e verybody a nd will ask. 'how' " Ihin gs in your 
home town T " says Jim Lionbergcr. a res idcnt of Beta 
Theta Pi Fr~Hcrnit y . "And th e place is so hand y. It 's close 
e nou gh to stop b y jus t fo r .1 soda. ordurin g IS-minu te s tud y 
hall breaks, or if yo u don't happcn to likc the food al the 
frat ernit y tha t day" 

"The row offrate 1'l1il Y hou ses on Co llege Avenuc is iso­
bted from Creektowll and from s hopping pla ces . a nd few · 
er people h ad refdge ra tol's in their room s whe ll I was 
there," says Steve Roszell (AB '7 1). now direc tor of ;llumni 
a c ti vities, who l ived three years at Sigma Nu Fraternit y. 
"But you could walk 10 the s hop, "Thc re is, in fac t. no park­
in g a rea for the s tore . "'When wc were s tud yi n !-\. somconc 
w ould get up a list for tll<lybe 12 gu ys and make it 'run' 
over to Lee S tree t Shop. And s in<.:c drinkin g wa sn't allowed 
in the rooms. guys would s it in thcir ca rs in the parkin g 10 1 

a nd drink beer and, of <.:ourse, they would Willlt s na c b 
to go w ith it ," h e recalls. 

Over t he yea rs, Rath ert has developed special friend­
s h ips with sOllle or h e r "regulars" w ho. an cr they [ea vc 
Campus , remember her with letters an d cards . 

One a lumnus , William Tuohy, AB '65, who li ved ac ross 
the s t reet from the Lee Street Shop for three years, in­
cludes in hi s memories "nights whe n he S~II study in g and 
c ould he ar t ile old scr een door of the shop b!ln ging until 
la te at nig h t" and vo ices of student s !lS they sat on thc 
concrete ledge ollls idc the shop talkin g - somethin g thcy 
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'>Iill do In good \\l';Ltht'r 
Tuohy i .... l writer ,HId pho\t)grdpht'r li\illg in Miami and 

keep ... in tou("h with ('Oll1l1lhiath1'Ough the [{dthert ... , II hom 
he ('all" a "g()O(1 ,111-ArlIl'I'il'an LlIll ily " ILiney Hathel"l is 
employed In the Uni\er ... ity and four 01 till' couple· ... live 
{'hil(lren ,11'e MillOIl gr;Hlu atc .... All hdd.1 h,md i ll"rniJ1(lin~ 

the ... tore .. 
Since 1110 ... t of the oldcr l'l, ... rdCllh of thl' area are ~Olle, 

not ;1 lot is known ahout thl' ~torl"", early heginni n gs. One 
per~Ol1 who ha ... li\ed on tlte ... tret' t thr'OlI~hout Ihc ... hop's 
h i ~tory is II. II. Kru,>('kopf. retired pl"Oll· ...... o r of ngronomy 
<Lt the Uni\l'l"sit}. now in his n inetle .... At'cordr ng 10 him. 
the Lee Stn,pt Sholl l)('gu n by (' h ;lrle ... Cillwl"I and his wife 
W:lS in a g:lmgc-likc .. trUl·lUre .... 111('1' d('l11oJi ... lr e ri . on thc 
ot her e nd of the two block stl'('e! 1'01' a kw years be fore 
Gilbert moved it to tlie present b:l .. e11lCnt locatiun. and 
cat e red mainly to p('I' r11 ;1 n CIH reside ll ts. 

Most of the '>ue(:eed ing s h opkl ·l'IJCr ... l ea~ed th e huildill !-\. 
rent ing out the st ml en l :Lpart1l1('n t ... ,Ibov(' ;I ml rn :lr r,l g ing 
the s hup below. I\1rs, M ax Shipley. a Co lumbian w ho. 
a lon g with her bt e hu s u;lmL ran the shop ill 1954. rec 'lll s 
that at th en lhu c stude nt s ('ou ld makc th eir own ,>a nd­
wi<.:!lel> (s ince taboocd by hca lth :l utho r ities ) 101' 15 ce nt s. 
a nd that h ard- boi led eggs then co!> t ;1 rl il"k .... 1 

The s tore al so h<l ~ he lped rll;LllY s tuci CILt S p a y thc ir WilY 

thl'Ou gh sc hool. Pel e r Land, I:IS '58. PhD ·G4. :1 physkbt 
!It Wri~llI-Pattersoll Air Fort·c B;L:-.e in Da yto n , Oh io, 
l11 :m :ly,cd the s hop along with ;1 b rot her ;lr ld two s ist c rs 
(wh o a ll e nd ed Mi zzou ) durin ~ thc 1956-57 sc hool )'l'ill" 

.J ulle and Don Owe n s livcd ;lhol'c t hL' s lrop ;l lld 111.1nag:ed 
it 1"l'om 1957·64 w hil e DOll, now , I rur:d ve ll'r i Ll :H i:UI in 
Parne ll. Mi ssour i. worked Oil hi s v{'\Cri ll ;lry degree. "T hey 
c all ed u s 'Mr. :md Mr~. Lee 511'c('t,' " .~ays JULI e, who is 
c urre ntl y purs uin !-\ a nurs in g dcg ree 1'1'0111 1\1 i s~ouri ["le tho· 
d ist NlIl'si ll ~ School. " I ca n rem e m ber fr ,lI e rnities :It ini ­
tiation time se ndin!-: pledges over ma n y times ;I t two or 
three in tIre mornin g lor 'Ire il ~ Ul'C hunt s,' " Shl' says. "I 
:llw;)ys g:ot up whe n th ey knoc ked " 

And thc s tore has been a part -lime job for lots of othe r 
!:> tude nt s livin g l1e; rr],y. B;rthert presc ntl y employ<; nine 
s tudent s, who<.:a rr !"il the ir Irours irllo thei r c la s!:> s<: hedules. 
:md count s :.1 total of IDS :-. tmlent s w h o hil \'e worked at 
the s hop durirr g th e 13 YC: l I'S ~ he h;r<; lllnn agcd it 

THE SHOP'S 50TH ANN IVERSARY t't· k!Jr:lI ion in Octnber 
t"calUred !ltl o pe n hou se wi th pun c h :rud ("oo ki e~ . s;. lcs of 
"Lee S treet Shop" tL'e-l> hi1't :-. - ;Lnd !lowers ,lIrd pl aq u es 
sel1t by I'raterniti e!:>. " 1 n appreci,r ti Oll fur 50 yea rsol" ~l'l'\' ice 

lO C hi 1\'1u C lti.lpt e rofPhi C~lm1Tl;) Delt;l. " l"L';rd s une pl;lqu e, 
proudly di s pbyed ove r the ('OUlltCr. 

Studcnt s away from home enj oy the w:lrrnth of this s pc­
ci!l! little s hop. whic h has (1;11"ed to s ur vivl' durin g t he re ig n 
of SUI>cr 1ll<lrke t gbnts ,llld t":ts t food frallc h ises. As OIlC 
d aily vi s itor. Kel ly Grant. put s it · "Til e ~ t Ol'e h;.lS a l1a\'ol' 
to it. I hopc it will s tay for a long ti1l1 e \0 <.:orne." D 


