
'When I decided to attend Mizzou, 
IN THE PAST FEW YEARS some people have con· 
sidered it chic to kick the University of Missouri in 
the pants and laugh about it. They spend four or 
six years in the place, graduate and then run off at 
the mouth about what a lousy school the Univer
s ity is and what lou sy professors it hires and what 
a terrible administration it has. 

A photographer I know who dropped out with 11 
hours to go is an example. Recently he was chosen 
as one of the up-and-coming professionals in his 
field and was honored with a spread in a national 
magazine. He is, in fact. quite talented and de
served the honor . He was quoted in the magazine as 
saying that a tt end ing the University of Missouri 
was a waste of time. 

T h e photographer's comments are somewhat CO I1 -

tTadictory, anyway, because had he not com e to the 
Universit y, h e would not have met Angus McDougall, 
chief of the J -School' s photojournalism program. 
And h ad not McDougall been kind enough to recom
me nd that this photographer be incl uded in the line
up of up-and -comin g professionals, the photog
rapher wouldn ' t have gott en a cha nce to spout off 
as he d id . 

I say a ll thi s because the Uni ve rsit y of Missouri 
and m y job as a fea tu re writer for the Co ll/mlJia 
Daily Tribtille saved me from a life of boredom and 
mediocrity - that's no joke. I spent three yea rs in 
Columbia, from 1976 to 1979, and they were the 
three most import a nt years of m y life as far as de
ve lopment of m y ca reer goes. 

I'm no academic ~ never wi ll be. r desp ise doin g 
research papers. And no ma tt er how much time I 
spent scou ring it s overflowing shelves, I a lways got 
los t in E ll is Library. But whe n I decided to I1nish off 
the bachelor's d egree I h ad sta rted 12 yea rs before, I 
det ermined I would soak up as much learning as I 
cou ld , and if possible, ha ve a good time doin g it. 

I took courses w ith perh aps 30 professors, and J 
can honestl y say tha t only two of them were duds. 

I RESEARCHED PROFESSORS, tried to find out their 
meth ods of teachi n g and their methods of m a rking 
- we re they fair or capricious? Were they interes ted 
in personalities or learnin g? How demanding were 
they? Did s tudents come away from their classes 
knowing something? 
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The one time I chose a course instead of a profes
sor, it backl1red. Despite bad comments from others 
who had taken his course, I signed up - for a ll th e 
wrong reasons: It fit into my schedule, and it sound
ed easy. 

The guy turned out to be a platitude-spouting 
racist who liked ;'yes" men in his class. For about 
five weeks I stayed on his good side, then one day we 
clashed. Now, I had had healed discussions with 
other professors, and they seemed to welcome the 
opportunity to debate :lnd listen to what I had to say. 
This guy gOl angrier and angrier until I thought he 
was going: to burst a blood vessel. Still, I figured he 
would forget about it. And I cont inued to do well. 
The course requir ed 16 comple ted assignmen ts plus 
a research paper. 1 turned in 18 assignments a nd 
received A's in 13 and B's in the remainder. 

I be li eve, althou gh I could never prove it . th a t 
because I was writin g for th e TI" ;IJllll e and ge tting a 
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my friends thought I was nuts~BY Frank Rossi 

byline almost eVery day, this professor thought he 
would knock me down a peg. On my research paper 
he gave me a B-minus. He made only one criticism 
at the end, where he scribbled, "You seem to have 
a hard time expressing yourself clearly. II' you want 
help, see me," 

I did not go to him. He gave me a B in th e course. 
J received A'!> in eve ry other course thai semester. 
I was li vid. I wanted to strangle him. He had blown 
my chance for a pe rfect 4.0 average. 

After I cooled clown a bit , it da wned on me that 
per haps I got what I deserved for taking th e course 
fot' a lt th e Wl'ong reasons . Hi s existence at MizZQU 
proves only tha t t h e place is run by hum a ns. 

On the other hand, the re were brilliant teachers 
who made a deep impress ion on me. People used to 
as k me wh y I re turned to coll ege a t s uch <l late age . 
Aft e r aU, they wou ld say , you are alreadY:1 profes
siano'll in YOtlr fi e ld. I would ex plain th a t th e re were 
many fa cets of the bu s iness I'd never even touched. 
I took scien ce writing from ail e of th e Journali sm 
Sc hoo l's bes t professo rs, Dr. Joye Patterson. I 
took Ita li an C iv ili zation a nd It a li a n language 
courses from Drs. Wa llace Craft and Mary Ricciardi , 
because I thought that a good journa li st sh ou ld 
know a t leas t one other language . I picked up a n 
incredible in sighl into America n hi story in Dave 
Th elen 's classes, and I be li eve the lit era ture I was 
introdu ced to in Dr. Leo n Dick in so n 's cou rse 
helped me s h a rpe n my writing skill s . 

There were othe rs who m ade a n impression on m e. 
Plenty of others . 

MY PARENTS WERE INCREDULOUS when I decided 
to a tt end th e Univers it y of Missouri. My fri end s 
thought I was nut s. Worse yet, I pull ed up root s and 
headed fo r wha t m y fri end s co nSide red a godforsa ken 
place in th e s licks - Columbia , Misso uri. Wh a t' s 
more , at age 29, I would be ma kin g $8,000 a year 
less than I was eanl ing in Scranton, Pennsylva nia. I 
had worked in my home town for nine yeal's as a 
newspaper ,·epOl"le r. The place was mediocre, and 
as much as J hoped it would ge t be tte r , it never did. 
Finally , I dec ided to quit waiting and do some thin g. 

T hat som e thing was to apply to the Uni versit y of 
Missouri. I had s pent a yea r a t a s ta te college when 
I was 18 and had perform ed dismall y. I hated every 

minute, and my 1.4 grade point average reflected it. 
Now I thought a degree in journalism would 

be a good stepping stone into a challenging job. 

SO I APPLIED TO MIZZOU. And, perhaps to its credit, 
the University sent me a rejection letter. 

At the same time, however, the TrihlOle offered 
me ajob. Perceiving my batt le as halfwon, I refused 
to give up. I bugged everybody who was anybody in 
Jesse Hall. They a ll told me to go fly <l kite. 

But when I received a sympathet ic leiter from Hal 
List e r, a professor in the J -School, I really poured it 
on. Fina ll y, th ey asked me to take their freshm an 
entra nce exam. It was degrad ing, but I wanted 
to be adm itted too badly to let a litt le embarrassment 
s top m e . I was so nervous I'm s ure I flunked it. To 
thi s day, a lthough he never sa id as much , I think Hal 
Li ster s tuck out hi s neck for me. 

J was admitted . 
As I sa id , it was exciting. I ha d come out of an 

mea where provincia li sm s till reigns supreme. There 
is idiotic form ali ty and endl ess pecki n g orders that 
place each pe rson in a social pigeon hol e. I didn ' t 
find any of thi s in Co lumbia. Hippies and rednecks 
debat ed openly, a nd people were acce pt ed a t 
face va lue. 

In my job and in th e sc hool and a ll over Missouri 
I met exciting people who had goa ls. They were 
vibrant becau se th ey were a lways stTiving for som e
thin g better, something new. Slowly, a lmost im
pe rceptibly, I found myse lf being infl uenced by 
man y of th ese people. 

I enjoyed writing as [never h ad before. And 1 cam e 
to see my studi es as an adjunct to m y work, so I 
enjoyed th em, too. I advanced in m y career as I 
never thou ght I would. And, when the offe r came 
from th e PM/adelpliia II/quirer, I had to make a dif
fi cult decision. I had 20 hours to go to complete 
my degree and I was carrying a 3.7 average. Should 
I lake th e job or fini sh the degree? 

I decided to accept the job, because my ultima te 
goal when I came to Columbia was to move ahead in 
my ca reer. I imagine th a t even tu ally , I will fini sh 
up my hours and comple te m y degree som ewhere . 

But no matter wha t th e diplom a says, as far as 
I'm conce rn ed Mizzou a lways will be my a lm a 
mate r . 0 
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