
An Anglo-Saxon Riddle 
 

  Ac hwæt is se dumba     se ðe on sumre dene resteð?  
  Swyðe snyttrað,     hafað seofon tungan, 
  hafað tungena gehwylc  twentig orda, 
  hafað orda gehwylc engles snyttro, 
  ðara ðe wile anra hwylc  uppe bringan, 
  ðæt ðu ðære gyldnan gesiehst Hierusalem 
  weallas blican and hiera winrod lixan, 
  soðfæstra segn. Saga hwæt ic mæne! 
 
 
  But what is the voiceless one that rests in the valley? 
  It is very wise, it has seven tongues, 
  each tongue has twenty points, 
  each point has an angel's wisdom, 
  each will bring you up, 
  so that you will see golden Jerusalem's 
  walls shining and its joy-cross gleaming, 
  the sign of those firm in the truth. Say what I mean! 
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