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Financial Highlights 

• At a time when two-thirds of the nation's intercollegiate 
departments are operating in the red, the Missouri Tigers 
are doing well. And the 1973-197 4 operating budget is more 
than $2.8 million. In fiscal 1972-73, income exceeded general 
operations expenditures by more than $280,000. It now looks 
as if this year will be at least as good. 
•But there are pressures, including inflation and the energy 
crisis, those make the future somewhat cloudy. And capital 
improvements - alterations to existing facilities and new 
construction - are not budgeted. Most income comes from 
gate receipts, and they're hard to predict. At the end of the 
year, the income in excess of expenditures for general opera
tions is used for capital improvements. 

· e Don't look for any stadium seating expansion this year, 
however. The '74 home football schedule has only five games, 
and some administrators also believe that it would be bad 
policy to expand a football stadium at the same time aca
demic programs are being cut. In fact, the athletic depart
ment's re.quest to spend $40,000 for a long-range study of 
stadium expansion possibilities has not been approved. There 
are plans to · improve rest-room facilities at the stadium, 
hopefully by the first home football game September 21 with 
Baylor. 
• Football is the big money maker. Football gate receipts 
totalled more than $2 million this past season. Basketball 
about broke even last year, and the other sports have no 
income. Since September 1, no admission has been charged 
for any sporting events other than football and basketball. 
Athletic director Mel Sheehan hopes this will stimulate atten
dance for track, wrestling, baseball, and swimming. Admission 
never has been charged for tennis and golf. 
•Sheehan also hopes to put more money into the so-called 
minor sports. He feels the present levels of funding for foot
ball and basketball are adequate to maintain quality, competi
tive progr~ms. 
•Almost all major universities' athletic programs call them
selves self supporting. Few, if any, are. But except for the 
space in Hearnes Multipurpose (and that's substantial), 
Missouri really does pay its own way. 



HOW' 
Self Sufficient? 

All the athletic department's out
of-pocket expenses are paid for 
from funds the department gen
erates. They include the salaries 
of all members of the staff and 
the work done for the department 
by other University departments. 
For example, when University 
police are called on to help direct 
traffic after a basketball game, 
the athletic department pays 
them, usually at overtime rates. 

One of the biggest expenses to 
the department are grants-in-aid 
for the student-athletes. The ath
letic department pays the full 
rate for all student fees and out
of-state tuition. This year, grants
in-aid are expected to cost the 
department about $538,000. 

In some schools, student fees 
- especially out-of-state tuition 
- are waived for scholarship ath-
letes. In some schools, a portion 
of each student's activity fee goes 
directly to his athletic depart
ment. In some schools, part of 
the cost of athletics is financed 
directly from tax dollars. Not so 
at Missouri. 

But at some schools, too, the 
athletic departments pay for the 
use of office space, auditoriums 
and field house. Thus far, the 
Mizzou athletic department has 
not been charged for its use of 
Hearn es. 

What About 
Hearn es 

The Hearnes Multipurpose Build
ing is expensive. It cost more 
than $11 million to construct 
with state appropriations account
ing for about $7.5 million and the 
rest being financed by revenue 
bonds. It costs $640,000 a year 
to operate and maintain the build
ing; it takes $208,000 annually 
to repay the bonds. Some portion 
of student fees helps in making 
the payments, but fees alone are 
not enough. Other revenue must 
be generated. 

If you figure the athletic de
partment uses the auditorium 
and field house a third of the 
time and its offices, locker rooms, 
etc., all the time, then the depart
ment is getting about $180,000 
a year in rent and maintenance
free space (at $2.44 a square 
foot rent and $3.65 rent and 
m ai nten ance). 

No one has suggested that the 
athletic department pay all that 
cost, although some point to a 
couple of Big Ten universities 
where the basketball team, for ex~ 
ample, pays $500 per practice 
and $1,200 per game for use 
of the auditorium. These schools 
may receive university help in 
other areas, however. 

The athletic department could 
counter that athletic funds were 
used to build Brewer Field House 
and Rothwell Gym, and both 
buildings are now being used by 
the physical education depart
ment. The athletic department 
paid $70,000 for 2,000 theater
type seats in the Hearnes audi
torium, $18,000 for the installa
tion of basketball scoreboards 
and other improvements, as well. 
Department officials also point 
out that they do not administer 
the building. 

Be that as it may, it is possible 
that not only the athletic depart
ment, but also the other Hearnes 
tenants, notably the Extension Di
vision, will be asked to help sup
port the multipurpose building. 

Other Budget 
Pressures 

Inflation continues to be a factor. 
Last fall the cost to outfit a foot
ball player was $240. This spring 
it is $310. The NCAA says ath
letic department expenditures 
have increased 108% in the past 
decade. 

Last spring representatives of 
the women's intercollegiate sports 
program talked to Sheehan about 
the athletic department's helping 
finance their programs. The wom
en finally decided they didn't 
want to be a part of the men's 
program now, went to other Cam
pus administrators and were al
loted, for the first time, $15,000 
in University funds. Early this 
year, however, the athletic depart
ment received a query from a 
Campus women's group asking 
how many men were receiving 
athletic scholarships. Sheehan 
also has received inquiries about 
support from three student ath
letic clubs - soccer, rugby, trap
and-skeet. 

And what about the energy 
crisis? What will it do to team 
travel and scheduling? What ef
fect will it have on attendance? 
How many will drive 55 miles an 
hour from Kansas City and St. 
Louis to see Tiger football? And if 
gasoline rationing comes, how 
many will use part of their allot
ment for sporting events? 

Because of such uncertainties, 
the department is required by the 
Board of Curators to maintain a 
reserve fund. It presently amounts 
to $300,000. 
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Grants-in-Aid 

Approximately 260 men are on athletic scho larship in t he eight sports in 

which Mizzou participates as a member of the Big Eight Conference. 

There are basically five types of scholarships : 

No. 4 Tuition & fees ($540) , books ($100) 

No. 3 Room ($360), tuition, fees and books 
No. 2 Board ($590) , t uit ion , fees and books 

$ 640 
1,000 
1,230 
1,590 
1,725 

No. 1 Room and board , tu ition , fees and books 

No. 1 A Same as No. 1 plus $15 monthly allowance 

(9 months = $135) 

If the student is not from Missouri, then an additional $1 ,000 must 

be added for out-of-state tuition . This means that the grant-in-aid for one 

athlete may represent a total cost to the athlet ic fund of $2,725. 

Total Annual 

Sport Scholarships 1-A 1 2 3 4 Other Cost 

Baseball 16 0 0 4 2 8 2 $ 30,000 

Basketball 24 23 0 0 1 0 0 52,800 

Football 139 136 0 0 1 2 0 320,000 

Golf 8 0 0 0 0 0 8 6,500 

Swimming 15 1 2 3 0 4 5 25,000 

Tennis 6 1 0 2 0 1 2 9,600 

Track 34 0 29 1 0 3 1 64,000 

Wrestling 21 1 0 2 6 12 0 30,000 
-

Totals 263 162 31 12 10 30 18 $537,900 

Under NCAA rules adopted last year, total athletes in football scholar

ship must be reduced to 105 and those in basketball to 18 by 1977. Most 

of the larger schools want those maximums increased, however. 

Operat~ng Budget for 1973-7 4 
ANTICIPATED INCOME 

Basketball 
*Footbq;ll 

.... Athletic Director 
Business Office 
Concessions 
Missouri Sport Net. 

*** Development 
Press Box Concessions 
Food Service 

Total 

$ 280,500 
1,733,500 

225,000 
40,000 

120,000 
45 ,000 

275,000 
3,500 

130,000 

$2,852,500 

.. Larger-than-expected attendance last 
season has boosted this figure to $2,-
015,400.50. 
** This is Missouri 's share of TV and 
bowl proceeds which are divided among 
all Big Eight Schools. Oklahoma's pro
bation may substantially lower this 
amount during the next two years. 
*** These are the contributions to the 
program by alumni and friends of the 
University. No other single University 
program receives as much in annual 
giving . 
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BUDGETED EXPENDITURES 
Baseball 
Basketball 
Football 
Golf 
Swimming 
Tennis 

*Track 
Wrestling 
Director of ICA 

** Ath. Bus. Office 
Concessions 
Academic Counselor 
Mo. Sports Network 
Development Prag. 
Sports Information 
Promotions 
Equipment Room 
Food Service 

Total 

Gen. Maintenance 
Training Room 

$ 67,266 
162,605 
777,530 

15,550 
40,225 
20,900 

115,000 
49,400 
80,890 

910,127 
83, 150 
11 ,950 
21 ,570 
72,020 
30, 160 
31 ,110 
47,259 

175,179 
49,072 
78,350 

$2,839 ,313 

*Includes cross country , indoor and out
door track and field. 
** Includes all the monies paid other 
teams as their share of the attendance 
receipts, as well as the cost of ticket 
takers, officials and other direct game 
expenses. 

Recruiting 
Costs 

Estimated recruiting costs for 
1973-74 are $60,350, a figure 
which largely relates to traveling 
expenses associated with recruit
ing. Last year, the athletic depart
ment was assessed $23,262 for 
WATS telephone service and paid 
another $11 ,924 in long-distance 
charges . Much of this also had to 
do with recruiting. By sports , re
cruiting travel expenses are bud
geted as follows: 

Baseball $ 1,000 
Basketball 15 ,000 
Football 40 ,000 
Golf 200 
Swimming 400 
Tennis 250 
Track 2,500 
Wrestling 1,000 

Sheehan says these figures are 
misleading , however, since foot
ball and basketball coaches also 
do some of the preliminary re
cruiting for the other sports -
identifying prospects and the like. 
This cuts down total travel costs , 
Sheehan says, but makes the foot
ball and basketball recruiters 
budgets look higher than they 
actually are. 


