
Neihardt 

.. --' 

.... .......................... ) .. c ......... It ....... n. -........................ .._ ... ,.....__ .. ,.. ...-- .. - _ _, _ .. ....,_ ... .... .. 

... "-kM Ac....., .. ~ M H1' .. .. .... ~c:-.......i ____ ,... ..... _ .... 

.... ......., ....... ,__... ........ ................ . 
8y.10H.NTH0)t.AS MIC'tlAKO~ 

.. L-tt •tl1rit0trt ,.._,. '11\f'ON •• ltHt ./tMcMI' 
Lf't 1W1td1tdrvnlf'" aitlt llttd"1'GMtt

0 

..... ,..,..• ••• 

And ttranl "'"· •lu•1t I lo~ tltf'~t•~h Tlunr.. 
Ont' hou•ltf)'cr> IOP4n'« tltf' •ro., PnltQJH' 
0 kl mt' Mo,.,,,,. •fl-,,.pl /iddlNtnn• 
Thot fttU tht "~'"'" \lf'lody- •nd .,, • .,.! .. 

l)r. John (;. Ne1hard1. my old fntond •nd 
mefll-Or ''""' dNth C'Alml)' He liSMRI his I.an 
t .. :o wetolu with hit dau11hter, Hiida Peui. in 
her h ome north o' Columl>il*, rr(rained (tom 
•larmin1 his (riend• when he knew thlU his 
biol0tik11l duck wat. •lmOfl run down, and died 
quietl,)I at 3:30 o n t h t n(tttnoon or Novt"mbfr 3 
bf(Ofe an>' a 1ubulance could arrive. H e to ld 
me 1t few yea,. llitO thflt h t hnd 1h•f'n u p the 
concept tJl'.PrfMfll above. of meetlnr death as a 
•'rr-ialy T hin•·· whh • t't)' or doriunct. "Death:' 
he said. "ls irolnir lo ~ th• rui11le11t adventure 
in my life. \I/hen I wu )'o...ns. l called ha srilly 
thin•. but I don't r .. 1 th11U way any mot•. Otach 
w.·ill co~ like" ~ht-r. bendin1 0•11ecr me and 
holdinr me k indly. with alT«tt0n." 

Sintt he t'•mt to tM Cni\'enuty or ~liaouri 
tn Columbia in ll"SI • P0t1 ln Reicltft« and 
l«tu.rer ln En1l•h. N•lhatdt'••ff't<t upon !\Mr· 
ly two dec:adea or st\K'hnlt has *" pro(ou:nd. 
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Clt1il>ornc nrcncr Comes fro111 Cooktxx>ks 

\I. •I ~ P'• I~ •·"' . It.-,. Crot.t Cit.a· 
.,,. ... • d d'H• l<1 lit' '""" Y<Wl Tirnb a 

< upl1 of '' W• (i.lO. Ji, d -..,. up ,,. It« onklb 
"' p.u • rl\ \lthuut~ Ja,· d ~ • not parti~l(Vh 
rutt· fur bul 1-.11. h,· h rn "1•..-frrn parlo"tt ond 
In Ju•'"'" u•lr111"11JP1up11;1 Ju .. bf1tll'Jm in brt0d. 
\fo11r\ 1ltut 1it. Thant .. to ..,__,,khnQt<t·~craitt 
Clu.1butnt< 

It "'•• a \\htm. •Ulln> :-;\1nd•>' afternoon in 
Ea.u Hem1Hon \\e •lood on Cr~iw Cliaibornts 
~lt•ck ouuidt' tlit lw1n1 room looking down to 
o snndl ix'Rch 1Jnd C11rdineu l:Jay, \\fe'd just 
f'RJO)'t'd ll ci.~ultl. b1.11 dchc10\lj lunch. chnm· 
1>1'rnt. 0111d much u.11ncr•11t1on aboul the Uni· 
'er'lt)' cir \ti .. ~1mrl b1uk 1n th" 19·10t and Cla1· 
bornt"• "ub.otQutnt. thouvh not im1nedialto. 
ri.5• to f<1n1• •• onfl n( th.- "'orld's bttt known 
food cr1t1ct \\t f.t1d 111t th.ourht we h;id btutr 
M ruin•. u. th\' ridt b.idc. into~.,,.... York City 
on ~und.a)" ; ... 11 ..... 0 .. 11n ordeal Claiborn• 
Miked"' a num~J or um .... 10 .. t.i.) . H~ .. ht'r 
aana had Ith •nd ht •tTrMCI rathf'r kinf"I.)' 
Then~ t.iit d.Qwn at h ... t)·pe.uttt. a pttm~· 
nent future 1n hh ku<hen. and typed theabcne. 

Her•• the l....d to )OUr "Ot>'· Ms.aid. ··tto-
•bout it 

H111 lit.ad 111 ft'nt •tall ho. •f" f'n\toonc-d thit; 
art1de btnnn1nr. lkn •• a ,ournalin •• r~ 
1i1Jit<'tt'd htt contubution. and •fttt later .... 
rf"ad1n1t 1t, ""f' ff"o\lutd •h•l • trlllnir•u1temmt 
ht had •uutn 

Ch11bo1n• 11 • miin •ho ••e-lded n-eat po"er 
""ht'n t1f' 11111~ .1l tbt• .\t·-. }·1,rk Tim'""· Iii& •n· 
t•1u .. M•llc. u' ir-"" of 11 rou1urant littral1y could 
mean nn•ncl1tl 1111<1 11irwhl •\1C<t'I"' 10 ih 0""'n· 
t.rit, A nt1wti\'t r;•\tt'A fould bf the kiss of dtath. 
Hl.t tlll>ellllt' actoun1 :it 1ht1 T1mr~ nllo111·td. DC· 
tually ff'QUlftfi, him 10 hf' 111 "orld trll\'t'ltr. He's 
dinHI In pr.1rliC'i11ly flVfr)' rt'itaurant in tht 

•orid •«th nwn1ton1nr But d .. pitit th,.. Clai· 
borne .at $l. tc a qu.,., MOd~t man •ho h.at. 
nt'e' rtall) ~nirn M'H h~ <"h1ldhood 1n• 
n.intlf:f. Th•r• 1• a lot or prtdt 1n hw S·SI fJ•nM 
and he dOHn-l -.ant an)'Oftt' to think ht-• &.It• 
tinr 1n th•ft41\f' • ., he put u. ""•111nc1od1e. 

Craic ("la1horn.,.•·at born u1 Sunnow.n, ~tiu.. 
in 1920 A., A bo) nov. int us> in Indianola 
about hair••> bc-t,..ttn J .. cbon ""d ~·1tmph1t. 
ht!-6Ptnt a lot of tlmt' 111 the kitchen."!\{)' moth• 
e-r r111n a boardu11r hw~t und I lo,·t(t to ()C)Ok. It 
""'A.!i hnc•I)' tt chil•h•n"" hb H•ac:1ion. I ,.,11nted 
to cook Mtt•r th111n my motht'r: · The n11!11101ie:i 
ho,,..·evtr a ren't plea~snt llf'. 11ayi1 hf' ll l:it-nt n1ud1 
or h i.A lift in abJt<t J)O\'<lrl)' anf1 thin th• reason 
for htf c<>okin11 competition wa .. his deep di~· 
like of hi1 mothf'r. 'ro thi• day Claiborne.-~ 
t"l""a)' a1 Chru,1mtu 1Meo1uu of bad childhood 
memonn 

lie t'nrolltd in pr••R\t'CI Ill r>.hu1J11t1pp1 Sttt.te 
Collett but onl)· •tuck It out for two years. M 
he ta)'t: "I h11td prt·m~. I threw up anytim• 
I ~mellitd form.ald•h>·d• 

ClaibotM 1r11M£,.rred to the l.'ni•tt1'ity ot 
~h•couu ··1 •.D '•r) una•M• as a kid. but 
I kn ... \hooun ... 1h• oklNI ~hoot or jour
nalum •nd I ~tod 10 wute pottf). '° I decidtd 
co bitcome • )OUrnalu,t 

TM )ea.t"i 1n C"elumlM• are remembtted a. 
tomnoh.at h.apha.:atd dtr.(·oonlao. lllM'S. ··1 
hMI M rul eNh and only p.a~1nc er.ad". I 
•~nt thrOY1th mor• or ltN unnoticed;· Clai· 
bor-ne 11.a.)'11. not 10 tw tt1odw1. but to upla.in 
th• phl!"nom•non or man) •ho lnttt become 
famout. Thn• i11 • M>rt of drlftin1 of the 11piri1 
111 hil t thf')' are In rollf'Ct. Thf'Y "'" cht ones 
pror~,., c•U ··11ue bloomtflll," 

Claibornt 1tmtmbert two 1n•t11nc-H \lohtrt: 
hi!f tr•atl\'e wrllln1 •bllhy "'""" 11ho1 do111•n. One 
""as a musical ht 'A'fOte for Sa\•1tar Frolia ... It 
v.at relill>· r11cy for 19"1. It had lO do with a 

In the first olatt. Nt1hardt'• prot• 1an1 H• .• 
hls rollin.tt POClry, •nd he had tht 11a1e Pl'•· 
enc•. rrom Y••r• on the let'hir• C'lrnut , to WYap 
any audi.ena- in the w.·Ofd. h~ ftun1 IO well. lie 
may not ha,·t: bffn a born a«oe- he h• lOld 
m.e bdeQy or tM t:arly t.ention 11nd •t•ce rritht 
..,-h.Klli f.n:t K'C'Olnpen1"1 h9 publk 1pittkias 
tou~but he cook hia&Mnd Voln.,-SuNmn·, 
advitt and prKt-ked h• hypnock publK read-
m,p and •Ptt<-h8 until he coukl kffP an audi· 
en« completely in symP11thy 

Hia Ptt'fOn•bt)' •• C'hM•tm•llC and eoutd 
v ip and hold the undh-id<Ml .auention o.r hit 
dasHS • .ome of •·h1ch o'·ttnow. rd th• old .avd.i· 
tonum a t th• •·et.c end or th• bbrary Th4M 
•~re hi.1 Epic Amt:nc• cl•~. In whkh he 
tau1ht from his A C.)<df! of th~ l\'n-f. 1·he.r-e 
• ·ere •ma.lier claus 1n llt~11ry crltki•m. too-
11nd sradu•tt •tudeni. r~POl'lded whh hard 
work a.nd unn11.11ain.K entl11.1•l1.,un. 

ln the IM.'CUnd 1>h~et. N•lh•rdt w"' ono of th• 
lirsl men to ttaeh Americ•1\ l ndh1n Lituatur• 
in an)' unh·ershy. At u11 o ld Sioux lon8h•ir 
onee s.aid. " H d 11kl11 i.11 whht. bul hi• heart ls 
as Sioux u oun." Th• folktln1tcr. Buffy St.• 
~tarit. ••id. "Ncih11rJt 1,. the ('11\ly white m•n 
who evn told thf: truth •bout tht l ndi•n." My 
Hopi. fri.-nd. Owi1ht LoM•Y"-"•· once told mit, 
··1 don't k.now much about tht Siou1, Tom. lMlt 
I can t.cll chat S!!'ih•rdt knO• 'lll """h•t ht lt taUr.~ 
ins a~L He knows how an.)' lndllin'• mi.IMI 
worb. 

Other •hite nwn hliv• In.cl wnh th• tritii. 
and ha"• comt: to und..,...t.and tht1r whuret; 
•moos the early trapl)en 1.n the da.>"I of the fw 

fooc~ll i>l•Yer who run• around •ith a hM 
d.ame:· Hd •-orlt ..... ., not produtf'd 

The other creath't! P"t dow.n ,., .... • J. 
School •tudent .t1Hn1 ad,f'rlttinr foe the Mt.· 
s.ourion. Ont or hb, a('('OUnU w.H \\"olfe Broth· 
et$. " l -..,ote • ·hal I 1hou1h1 •••the rreat• 
headlin.e. 'You too could bt • \Vol( 1n \\folfit't 
dothinc.' The)' rtJttl«i it.'' 

Cra.<11.u.1tion in 1942 """~ ronov.l'd hr 1hr .. 
)'etin. in thf' Na\')• in Eurt>Pt and lht Par Eallt 
Afttr the war ht went to (.'hlci.110-whlch he 
loved-until it suutf'd cl°"inv In on him. ··t aot 
co know too in\'n)' pcopl". SunOowtor was a lown 
o( 250 tind I hi.cln't CO!tlf' IU ('hkl•IOO 10 r•lh•• 
my ~liuiMiPPi dl)'t.'" 

\\'hen the Korean \\"11u bfolce out hf' went 
back 1.nto thit N•' )' Th• 1nttrruPt1on pro\ed • 
turnin.K point. In 19.SJ C'lt11borne followt'd hit 
e:;;ulier 1nchn11tton1 to-.11rd cook1n1 and enrolled 
in Ecol• Hotfl1e'"· thit prot .. ional trhool ol 
SW'is& hotel kHPf~ irt L•\u.i.nne 

1"he ttPttitnc• landtd h~m • JOb •tth Cow· 
m~t mJt:nnn• and then .,.. p;an of th. team ol 
Seranne & G9dtn. • pr firm 11-Pf'("•11l1rin1 i11 
foockft,ft .\II thir -.hilt CLatbornt had hk 
f:)'e on the rood <"nttr"• .ob at the ' "" YOt"• 
T;mn.. \\Mn th.- c,Pt"n1n• c•mt he he.:11..atcd 
applyin1 M no ma1\ h~ t\('f ht"ld the POlilM>a. 
Ho•·e-,•tt. afltr lt~rn1nic lhtt lhty·d re)ected 
~ numbH of &1)11l1c-~n1t.: he madt hb mo•fe. 
••\\"ht:n I jointod tht T1mt"'>- 1l 1111111\ the fir•t time 
in my lift I'd madf' -1" 1nuch at t.s.000 a year:· 
Th•t wu about 15 >'ta,. i.icu 

Today Cleibornf' t'Clllt'th 1111 t11111upl 1h: fi1· 
ure income from ju~t thf' ro) ah1t'9 of hl1 cook· 
books. Ht publiJh ... A mor1thly ne.,.,~l ctter }Qur· 
nut with his friend Plurt l>'rl\1U,l)'. formtr dier 
of U P u\'illon. The Jour111tl t1f'lli for $50 11 )'tt., 
a nd ho11 11-ubfctibtN (ram 1111 O\'tr the wo rld. 
Claibofne i.11 o rood C'>On•uh:ant for T"uvt ct 
Lti8ur~ m11~1uint tind 1,, con'f.tGntty ••ktd to 
take on J.Pff:ial J>rOJtC't.; and 'l>e<'k int en1a1 .. 
mirnts. .•. ., the mf)!lol p..in h• dechn~. How· 
eve:r in lesii ihan =- month'• time he made • 
demonstration 1.n tt. \V•>n•. Ind Che p~ hit 
ftt co tM Fine Aris ~11.1.;.eum theft> arKI helped 
hoist a 12-day Cuhn.,r Cn.n;.ci on the S. S. 
France to th~ Caribbr111n In the Wt thrtt )·•an 
he"t bltn •ritten about tn •\ICh masa:unN 
as Ho11-w • Gorcl""· F,.,,,.,,,.,, f.'e1.o11ol R ... 
n...-. Lodt~ Homf! ./ot;ntel Cthfte timflf.} and 
liar~,.., Bcuoo.r \\h•n h9• not •·orlun1 he"a 
mter-ta1nins. H"" ll:Uetts ,,1np rrom Helen 
Ha)-e. lri~ ~hndoclc.. \\ tll1t1 ~t.orT4. L1lhan 
Cish co Hen.r>' Crttl, • 1931 UniH•nity or '-ti•· 
souri cradustt: al\d former Shell 011 ••ffUll\'e.. 
and Button Roud1f', 111nothf'r \hiltOuri srad· 
uate and •tll·known Vrt'l•tt. 

l)espict his nolorttt)' C'lalborn• cla11-.m\ltes 
would undoubtedly find him m1.1ch the aame 
today as hr ~IH in 19.e2. Sent11h·e. Scr-ui:iulous· 
ly t1onf!<t. ' l'r rribly cnthu•inuk about thinp 
th:H intr rcst him. Somewhtt •elr dtm1anin1r. 
A kind and IQytll fritnd. 0 


