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An 18-year-old ma1ority rights' 
bill has been kicking around 1n lhe 
Missouri General Assembly since 
1952. Soon 1t will again come up on 
the floors of both the House and 
Senate. Tllose of us \vho have been 
v1ork1ng toward its passage are 
opt1n11s11c. 

I am Ol'1e of many M1zzou students 
who work with 1he Associated Stu
dents of Missouri (ASM). a state
\Vide organization lllat began here 
on Campus two years ago and is an 
ou1growt h ot the M1ssoud S tudents 
Association·s Legislalive Seminars 
Comm111ee. We still work with the 
comm1t1ee in coord1na11ng Cain pus 
support fo r, among other issues. 
ma1ority rights. 

• 
I n recent weeks we have had a 
letter writing campaign - hundreds 
of 1et1ers have been sen t 10 legis
lators by s tudents from Mizzou. In 
l act. several legislators have told 
me tha t they are hard pressed 10 
answer the llood o l lelters. 

Much ol 1he research on the elfects 
of ma1ori1y rights has been done by 
ASM . In the statutes. w e lound over 
260 dillerent areas that would be 
affected by IO\vering the maJority 
age 10 18. 

Specific changes would include the 
right 10 marry without parental 
consent at 18. the righ t to make con-
1rac1s. the right 10 enter apprentice
ships and professions. the righ t to 
purchase and consume liquor. and 
many others. 

But researching lhe issue has not 
been the most significant contribu· 
lion students have made as they 
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have worked during both the 1972 
and the 1973 sessions. 

Cnt1cally 1n1portan1 has been lhe 
stuclents' d 1rec1 contact with the 
legislators. 

S tudenls have spoke11 directly with 
senators and representatives to hnd 
out Ulear opinions. If a legislator 
was wavering or if he \vas opposed 
10 the bill, ASM sent s tudents to 
talk to him and presen t facts in 
support o f ma1ority rights. We told 
legislato rs. lor example. that 45 
percent of the persons in the s tate 
between 18 and 21 are not 1n school 
and are presumably independent -
yet they cannot contract for a car. 

Students have also testified belore 
both the House and Senate Jud ici
ary Commiuees and the House 
Local Government Committee. By 
testifying . s tudents were able 10 
show legislators that young people 
could parlicipate. lake questions 
(both hostile and friendly). and 
respond \vi th knowledge ulstead of 
emo1iona11sm al'1d fuzzy logic. 

We have demonstrated that youths 
between the ages o l 18 and 21 are 
mature enough to handle the rights 
and responsibilities or ma1onty. 

Most imponant. it was the students· 
presence that spoke the loudest. 
We have displayed our wilhngness 
to work in the political arena and 

'nothing 
is sacred 

about age 
21 ' 

bring about change by followif19 the 
rules ol the game. The rapport that 
has been developed between to
day's you1h and the politicians 1s 
what demonstrates. 1nore than 
anything else. the willingness o f 
today's youth 10 accept today's 
responsibilities. 

i = ponsibilities change with the 
times and so does 1he age a t which 
individuals assume lhem. Look at 
the history of ma1onty rights. There 
1s really nothing 1radit1onal or 
sacred about the age 2 1. Through
out the centuries. societies h ave 
fluctuated about the age for legal 
adulthood. Ill ancient Rome. the 
magic age was 14: in Span a. 30. 

Here 1n the Un iled S tates. 18·year· 
olds are considered mature enough 
to vole 10 select the leaders in our 
coun try. slale and local govern· 
men1s: 18·year·olds died in Viet· 
nam: t 8-year-olds may be tried for 
criminal offenses as adults. 

Missouri has been holding back its 
youth. Let today's youth become 
legal adu11sa1age18. Let them 
work at today's 1obs and help our 
society instead o l being considered 
second class citizens. treated here 
as adults and there as clioldren be
fore the law. 

1rs ironic. but ma1onty rights 1us1 
might pass in the General Assembly 
this year. Aller an. 1he b oll was l irst 
inlroduced i1l 1952. and that makes 
the issue 21 years o ld . Perhaps it 
has reached the last requirement 
for maturity. - Rich Davison 


