


Mizzou's search for an athletic director ended this 
summer with the appointment of Dr. Mel R. Sheehan. 
superintendent of the Normandy School District the 
past three years and a teacher-principal-coach tt1ere 
since 1952. He succeeds Wilbur N. (Sparky) Stal­
cup, who died April 21. 

The 48-year-old Sheehan was an all-conference per­
former in both football and track for the Tigers in 
the late forties. and for the past 12 years has been 
a highly regarded football official in the Big Eight 
Conference. He holds his bachelor·s and master's 
degrees from UMC, and his PhD from St. Louis 
University. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sheehan have twin daughters. Carol 
and Patricia, who have completed their freshman 
year at UMC. Another daughter, Kathy. is a 1971 
graduate of the University and is teaching in Nor­
mandy 

On a visit to Columbia shortly after his appoint­
ment. the Alumnus interviewed Mel Sheehan in 
regard to his new post· 

(J - .11.-1, .111111 "r. · r·n111i11y lo ('11/11111/ii11 t1f r111 i11/1·r­

o ·fi11y ti1111·. 'J'l11· 11thlt'li1· rlq111/'/111nll h11 .,· )11 .~! 11101·,·d 
i11/11 Iii.- lll't•" ,\111/lijJlll"/1<1.1·1· /111ilt!i11y. 'l'h1· lms/,·l'f ­
lmfl proyra111 is f/1'.l'i11y ils 11111sc/1".1", 111ul lh1· /1 ·11111 

: .. ill piny lltl'l"r' this .'/• 'Ill". 'J'h,· frm/11111/ 'J'iy1'/'.~ ll/"1 ' 

/r_11i11y /11 ho1t111·.- /111,./,· from 11111· 11/ /h, ·ir ;.·nr.~I s.-11-
_f 111/, li/o, · of! 1"11f/,·y1 · (l/h/!'lil" 11royn1111s. 

.\l izzo11 is l11 ·yi1111i11y /u }'1·1·/ 1111· l111r/yd .1·q11r•1·z1·. 
//o:,•,/11/11111 s,·, · ll1111rrofr11.1·alhl<"li1·tlin ·d11r~ 

A - l.d 1111· ...; l al'l l1:H"k a litlh·. \\' h('11 I •1·:1...; f irst :1p­

pr11aelu·cl about 11iis .ioh. I s:1id. ··;-.,;,, •1:1y."' I liad11"t 
h1•v11 lh:1I do.sv tn 111v alhll"lil· prugr:1111 lwr1•. I li;id 
IK·t•r1 i11 l1111t· l1 ll'i1 11 t lw pn1gra111..; :1\ o l lwr Big­
E ight whool..; lhrough 1d'fil"iati11g, 1111 1 I n·all.r liad11'1 
IWl'rl 1h:tl d ost• ll'itli "Ill' 11\1'11. So. a-. :1 rl's t1 ll. I 
didn"t fl't'l thal I 1·011ld f it i11l 11 11il' pidurl'. But 11il' 
:t1!ill'lie ('111n111i1 kv ag:1i11 :tskt•1 I rt11" \11 t:tlk with tlwr11. 
a11d I did. As lhl' n·sult 111' tha1 111el'l i11g. I saw ihl' 
po.s itiun in a diffnl'1il light. 

(J • lf 'fi.tf t4'(/S //,o/! 

:\ - \\"1·11. llll',\" wa1ded Sl>llll'•llll' wi l h liu th :Ill ara· 
d1•111il· and :tcl111ini..;lr:l1in· ho11·ki.rrn11rnl. 'l'hl"y krw•1· 
t hat i11 h1·i11).! .-.11p1•ri111t-n1lt-1tt of '>(·lionl.-. at \ ' orn111n­
dy. I w:1s worki11g- with a ~n tu *JO 111 il l i11 11 hud­
).!t'\. Tlw at hll'l i1· 1l1·11arl111l'1i1 ha..; a luHIJ.!l'I c1f ah11t1t 
!\;:!.Ii 1ni llio11, and tf11·•· 11":11111-d :-om1•ut1t· wh11 kill'\\" 
tlll's1· kinds of figun:-.. P :irt 111' th1· joh nf :it hl1·! il· 
ilir1•<·lor i..; publi1· n·lalioris. lkl i1·1·t• 1111·. th:1t"s p:1rt 

11f :1 s11pt·ri111t-rHll'1il ·s .inli. !1111. ,\11d lhl'_\· 11:1nll'd 
SIHIH'lllll' 11ill1 11it• :l1':11 k111il" l'rt"d1"111iah [11 n •l:d1• 
ll"i1l1 tlw Campu.-. f:u·11lt.r :11111 1lt·:rns . . \ft1·1· :ill. 11w 
allildit· d\'parl11u·11t i-. p:11·1 11f t lu• (<11:d a1":td1·t11i(' 
11r1>gT:1111 

" I'm going to keep 
my ear to the ground." 

-----•<J -H'li11/ 11/101// !/1111r r.-l11-
li1111.1"hi11.< 1.-ill1i11 11t.·.J,p11rl111. · 111~ 

.\ - F ir ... t 1>f :111. 1 ·i1 -.a.•· llii-.: I li:1n· l1·arrwd 011 111.1" 
1.tlwr .iub ... 11itl1 .~1111li- 111s. r:u·1111.1" . ..; laff. p:1\1"ot1s. 
1111' 1·.i1111111111ily at l:tfg'I" j., go :11"1>lll11l with 111.\· 1•;u· 

111 1111' grn1111d . .\"1 1\\". ll1:1t e:111 lot ' p rdl_,. 1111eo111forl­
alil1· !'111" a g11.•· nf 111.\· ~izt· :t111l lwig·lit. Bui 1·111 .i1•i11-
i11g \lliat I tl1i11\,. ;, :1 n·:d firw ..; l:iff, and I j u-.! 11";1111 
to l:1k1· 111_,. po.-.ili1111 wi th llw111 nn 1lu· h'afll , f i1 1d 
0111 ho\\ tlii 11g-:- art· g:11 i11g-, 1"011111111 11i1·ak 1•·it l1 llH·111 
a..; ofh-11 :1ml l1ruadl.1· as I <"all. 1·1·1· gol a lol In lt·ar11. 

:111d hop1·ful l,\· 1"1111·:11"11 i1 in :1 hig- l1urr_, .. Tl1t•n. 1"11 
l11•gi n t"i1tlli11g- Iii " 'llll' 1"1111d11..;in11..; a111I mak iug -.01111 · 

1ll'1·i.-. in11-.. 1'111 :1 g-1~·:1 1 lll"li\'\'l'I" i11 d1a11gl' if it·-. 
11t.,.d1·d. Hui I al.s .. 11·:1111 111 -. ti 1·k with 1111' g1111d 
tliing-s •11· h:1n•. I .'>l't' 1111 rt'aso11 and I r1·:1l l~· lw­
lint· tlii :- wh.1" tli is at hlt·1i1· pmgran1 1·a11·1 lil' rii.rlit 
11p tlu•rc al lh1· lop. 

CJ - W/1111 '.~ .111111r m/1· «"ith ri/1111111i~ 

A - 1'11 h\' l1rl11g-i11g lhl' \ '11in·r-.it.\", llw Carnp11s. :111d 
llil' atlildie !lt']J:J l"l r1 wnl 111 tlwm. I lhi11k I ha1"l' a 

n•-.po11-.ihilil y 1o lt•l l \Ill' :1li1111ni wh:tl i.-. happl' 11 i11).! 
al tlw l ' llin·r-.i1 y. 11 li:d \\"l' .l"l' doi11g. why \\"1'.l"I' do­
ing it. Tiil' a li111111i an· ;1 n·r.\· i111purt:u1l part of 1111' 
tnl:d JH<1).!1"a111. \\" i1ho111 lli1·ir inkn•:- t. p:ffti1·ip:11ior1. 
:11111 finarn·ia l :-up11•>rt. •1"1•.11 l1:1n· :t u1tu·h t11t1g-hn 
ti111l' . .\"ow. I d1HL.l l11·lin 'L' ilil' atldl'lil' clirl'dor 
,should lw an alum 11i scen·tar~· . I ' 111 l'l''>pon-.ihk t11 
tlll' ( l11in·rs ity a 11d thl' l 1 r1i\'t·r~i1.1· s l1111d.I run t he 
atli ldie p1"1).!rat11. B 111 I wa1i1 111 lil·:tr :d1111111i n1i1·1•..;. 
and I know \\"I" will. 

(~ - . Is 1111 a/111111111.~ .11011r.,·,-/f. htff<' lfOll /i,·firrl fl yr1'fll 
(1111010// of dis.w1//.,"f1wlit111 ;,·ilh lh1· Jo11//Jft/l /Jr1J!fflllll 

11.~ 11 r. ·~· 11// of /tis/ s1·11so11 °.< I · Ill r. •ninl ! 

:\ - :\ t fir ... t I did. h11t a~ I i11w 11·1·11t on. a huo-.1 
1·1·t·r.\·0111· agn·l'd lhat it 1•·:1~ .iu-.t a 11111gh lime: :-u 
we· h:id a had yl':t t', 111 11 111ir d:t.\" wil l 1·01111· :1gai11. 
A t1yti111t• tlu·n· i.-. a c·oadii ug d1:111g"1'. 1hl"n ' lik1·I.\ 
i~ S(1tm• 1.,s.-. of 111111m·11l11111: lhl'n· a1·1· l'lia11).!t'S in 
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p h ilu .. upli~· . Su11w .,r llit· .. 1arr l1<1d lo ht· 111ou·d 

otw 1lin·diu11 •11· llw 1illwr: '"1111· •1f tlw111 lt·ft. Sn. 
ii lakt· .. ;1 hit ,,f d .. i11g. :\I 011.,fri11 i:-. :1 fitw gt·1dl•·­
r11 :111. I A"l ·., .. 1:1rt rigid llinl'. I It- l'ert:1 i11I.\' fia., l1:1d 
t·11oi1gh t''\ fH"ri1·111·t · :ii .tirr,·n·111 l('\'t'b .. r n•a,·hi11g·. 
lie ':-. :1 ..;d1ol:u· o f lh1· g:111w .. \11d rigid llH\\', tlil' 
f t•t•li11g \:-. lhal 111· li:1., :I good .;tat'f at'H1111d li i 111 I 
li:t\ 't• 11<1tl1i11g· l1ul ('n11fid.·11t·1· ll1al llit'\ 11· ill du a 

gooil.i" li. 

" Winning is more important 
than I' d like." 

------· <.J - /Ju;,· i1111101·tu11/ i.1· ···i1111i1111~ 
:\ - J\ l ore in1purt:i1it lli:111 I 'd like f,,1· it 111 lw. B111. 
I. loo, likt• wi1111i11g. I pl:1.1· 1·1·1·r.1·1lii11g lo ll'i11: I 
d nri't e:11·e if ii ·., tiddl.nl'i11k .. wi l !1 111a1L11 .. lt· 1·H1Tr.;. 
Bui 1' 111 ltot d1·1a sta 1t·d if I du11 't if ! 'l't· 11t:11k 
a n·pl'l''il'lil:iti1·l' s l1t!Wing. If tlit• Tig1 •r t1·:m1s rl'p­
l'l'Sl'ld 1hl· LT11 il'l'l'Si1\' a11d 11H·r11q·l\'t·-. \\'ell. if tl11·.1· 
p la,1· 11·ell. tlH'IL .1·ou 1•:111 '! ft.t•I luH h:ul wlwn lhl',I 
1 .. , ... 

Q - f lu«' i111pur/a11/ is r.·i1111i11y /11 fl l10/1111n·d /1111/y.-I~ 

A - \\'i1111i11g arid 1' 111 "lll'l' .1·.,11 'n• lalki11g- ahuu\ a 
hdtl'r tli:m an•ragt• s1·11s1111 - is 1·1·r.1· i111porl:111t lw-
1·:111s1• ga i t· 1·1·1Tip1 ... :tr•· rt•r.1· 1111port:111l. A111l tlit• 
\ll'n a1·1· di n ·dl,1· n•l:tkcl. I 'd lik e to s1·e n11r hwlgd 
111a11ag1•d in s ueh a 11·a.\· tli:tl ll't' (':tll 1111 111•l l'l' fo1r 
till' S]Jlll'b. lhat SOltlt' 1"011sid1•r 111i11or. I 111it1k 11iis 
Ca11qms i.; l;irgl' 1•111i1 1gli tH lil' bl'ltl'I' l'l'pt'L'.,1•11ll'd 
ins11111l'oftlic111. 

C:J - 'f'fi, · lliy '1'1 ·11. flll' (' ,/'0111pl.-. has .dfJ/Jf!•'d yir ·i11 y 
.... d1olt11·"'hip." f1Jr all ·''/mr/ . .., (',/'f'<'fJI ft}l)/11111!. /1os/,·( ·/­
IJl/I!. //'(/(.,,·, 011i/ lmsdJ{Jll. Fra11/,· llrfllfl1's (Jf . l rl.-r111s(/.'i 

lifls .... 11id ti/{// Jr,."_,. lin·d nf Joo/Im/I lxi11y /h( ' :.-hip-
1ii11y bu.11. I f !lit' 111i1111t ·"/!11/'/s Niii 't NllT,11 /h, ·111.~dn · s. 
//i, •11 /, •/ //,, · 1111ii'tTsi!i1 ·s do ii frfl/11 (J/h1T so/ll'l't 's 
if 1Ji,·.11 r1l't' s11 b1·111'ficinl. I /aJ..,. ii Iha/ !hi .... i .... 11 ·1 

//Oll/'/Jfti/11W1jJ/i,ll. 

A • :\ul :1! !h i.; tit1H', lout 1111til I sit down with thl' 
(•1llirl' ~ l aff a11d gl'I lht'it' l'i1• 1\'S, I (•:111.t s:1 _1· f.,r "Hn'. 

If ll'l' <·:111 (':11'1'.1' all tli1· .;ports, fi1ll': if ll't' l':lll.1. 
l hl' n nh\· i11t1.-.l1· S•Hlll' dt•l'i si1 111.; will han· t•l b(' 
made. I ban: no pl'nlcler111i1H·d rwlio1i.-.. That 's 
ont' 1hing that <":111 Ill' q1101t•d i11 (':1pilal lt•l\l' rs. I 
h:t\' (' no prl'ddl'l'lllil1l'd 11utio11.;. I alll rt':td.1· lo 
k:1r11. I hopt ' I \\'(lfl 0 I bt• a s l1Jll' l1•:1rru·1· :111d 111:11, 
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11.1· 11orki11g 11 itli lln• t'i111 · :-.l:1ft' lli:il's :1ln·:11l.1· l11·r1·. 
11'1' l':lll i111pr•in· 1hi11g-. 1•• llw -.:1ti-.f:1di1J11 111' 1111· 
111ajurit .1 · . I 'I I lr,1· fur t'\' l'l'.1-,,111"':-. :tpprH1·:1L 1111[ I '111 

; :: :\I~' 1~ ~I·~. l'.t('J 11.:~~·tl :ii\;: ~'.~~t ~'. :~• 1 '.~ fl' 11 : :: :t 1;; 11 ~:; ~lj': :·.1· \:.;~ · '; '. ;·:;~ 
f.,r llu•"l' wl1" :tn• 1·011t·1·r111·d awl i101111·di:11t-l.I' i11 -
l'nln·d 

</ - nu /1"11 lhi11/o lms/o,·1lwfl {'I/II /!Iii! ils nrt'I/ ~.·11,11! 

;~lg'. /., t;:;ll:ll.I\ fii \:~;I I\ '.1:1."~ ::. i' i ;;~ 11 i /'~.~l I~ :I' iltlO l~fil<l:lll\, ;'.I"\ ,1.·~:~;~\~ 
ridi11g n11 llw 1·rl':-.I ,,f :t n·:d fi111· wa"IH1 1101\', a11d 
l' .\IH'l'l:l1i1111.; ful' ti<''\[ s1·as1111 at'•' 1·1·1·11 lw1t1·1·. I 
linpt• lli:tt wi111 till' 111•11· f:11·ilili1·.;, ll'l' l':lll d ra11 a 

.;1d'fil·it"11l 111111il1l'I' <1!' ~]!tTt:tl.,rs 1 liat 11 ill lwlp -.11p­
p,.rt 1101 rnil,\· lh:tl pn1gr:1111. h11I poi ... .;ilil.1· .. tli1·r ... 

I :d:-.n !tan· gn·;i\ l't' S]'tTI l'or lral'k. I 111i11k il's 
g:1i11i11g 11u11·1· 1•111pl1:1sis t1:ili111111·i d1• :is 1111• n·~11lt of 
t1·l1·1· isio11. Pt·1>plt- :1n· :-.1· ,·i11g· 1111\1· c .\1·il i11g i1 l':tlL 
llt'. I f .1·011 go 111 :1 1r:wk 1111•1•1 p1•rs•!llall~· . i1 i.;11 't 
a 111:tlkr 1d' 1\:11t-hi11g- Hiil' adirit.1· :d a ti111t· it "., 
a tl1rl'l' - ri1ig l'ir1·11..; g•1i 11g- •111 ••ut tlll'n'. I l1111H· 1n· 
1·:111 1l,·n•lo1p 1r:1l'k i1it11 :t s 1 r•1t1g1·1· S]!<'t'l:llo)I' ~p11rt. 

111 111.1· "pi11i1111 1·o lll'g"l' atldt•li t·s. :di ,.f it. ;1r1• mon· 
l' .\ci1i11g- th:111 pr,,f.-s.;i1111:d. To llll', nilkg1· \l'l'l'S­
tli11g. for l'X:llllpl1•. i.; t1t1H·li lllHrt' t'_'\1·iti11g 111:111 p ro­
!'i· .~si1 1n:1I wn·slli11g. 

Q - //o;,· /011y I•'<'I"•' //1111" Uiy /<,'iyhl uffir·i11/~ 

:\ - ' l\rl'ln· y1·ars. I 1rn.; fil'ld ,iudg1· wli1·11 I s\:L rtt-d 
Olli. :11111 11w11 11il',\' 111n1·t·1l mt· 111 11111pin·. T lll' las\ 
f<>ur ~ · t·:1r..; I 'd bt·1•11 :i rd\·rt'l'. I n·:ill.1· 1· 11j .. _n·d it. 
Of eo11r.;e, i1 kl'p1 1111• l'roim Sl'l'i11g· .\ I issolll'i l' .\l'l'!Jl 
i11 lilt' s pring g:1111t'. li11t I did gt·I lo ll':tlt'li ~1 l'hra s k:t. 
Okl:1lu11t1a. ar11I C11ltira1ln la.;\ .;easi111 . 

"We'll find our day 
again- quite soon." -----------Q- ,,.,.,., .,Ji,· l-.!--1 

l/(//io1111lmli11y.<riylil! 

:\ - Y1·s. I think ~n. al!h o!llgh I dt>n't k11ow Ind that 
1111 an111lll'r IH'l'ke111l that 111:1~· lw Oklalt11111a t'•ll1l1ln't 
h:t\'l' bel'll one a1ul :\t·bra ska. \wu. That 's !lie i11-
krt•sting- thing :dHHlt th is ga1111•. I t was thl' satnt' 
wa1· willi J\ 1 issnuri 's reeurd. \\' ith a litlll' change 
he1:e :rnd tlwn'. Wt ' l'ould ha1·t' had a prl'lt.1· good 
St' :i SHll. \\ '1·'11 fi11d 0 11 r da.1 agai11 4111ik sou11. I fl't ' l 
l'O ll fidt'llt llf this, D 


