
SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES: 
By Jean Stevens 

Au t11clnnl("t'red specie~-llu.• South 1\ ~ia Studies 
progr1un i'i being shcllt•rt·tl on tl1e Colu1nbin Ctun­
pu~. O nly ll clo'l.CO or its kincl survi\'<.' in the cnlir<' 
("()Ull l ry. A coup It' or yc_•ars llj,(U thC'rc '''Crc 100. 
N<'l. l yt•ur, redcrnl fund~ '"ill go 10 on ly ri,•c. 

St•rlNI in 1965. the l1~1C South Asia Studies 
proj:rtun hu-; gained t.•011-.idi..·ruhlr 'll:tturc and re­
<tpt'<'l in 11opite or it~ youth. llut ir the progrn.01 is 
young. "° is the f :ieult~. 'l'he pMl(t:lnl ·s director. 
Or. :-0. G•nilcl B~rrier. rould be mi,tsk•n for one of 
hi' •tuclents: there's the el<ttrified bush or reddish 
huir nncl beard. the cnt·r~)' , .. ith "hich he leaps 
nrouncl, roping " ·ith :idn1inistrnti\'c dclails :ln<I pre-­
pnring his history )c('turcs. 

l(f)(lncy ~'l ong bel it'Vl'~ u young rilcully is Olll' 
rcn~on for the- progr1un·~ ~ucerss. ' r'hc l H facul ty 
1ncntl>C'rt"1- <lra\\'ll fron• 1nu11y dil"ciplines-nrc en­
thu°'in'il ic. knO\\'lcdgcable. nucl nblc lo cst11blish a 
11oocl r•pporl with student•. A II ha"e b«>n lo I ndia. 
I n r..et. Mo.•g and his "ifc. ll•chel. met in I ndia 
•~ F ulhright scholars. T hey teach l ndi•n langu"l("• 

ll indi, Urdu. and Molayalam. Mo'lg·s Malayalam 

Df. N. -•Id-· d-of lho - .._ - Pl',.. trem. 11 hlmMH • AenaillaMe man: hlt10f1an, IMft'l~prof..elon .. 
muMcl•n (guttar), end eupp"-r of A1l1n book• to unlwet· 
•10•• •round the country. He lfve• on a firm nol far from A.t.lend. 

oour .. r ii the only one off<'red l>y any uni\·crsity 
in th<• United Stales. Such <'lnot'e" obvioush· hn\"c n 
li111ih:d cnroJhncot polcutin l. Nol so \Vith .Or. Pclcr 
C11r<lnC'r's course in untl1ropoloJ.C)' · ·r"'enty-1hrce 
stud('nts signe<I up tl1t· fir~l tirnc hii course \\'a! 
ofrercfl. ' fhe next se1ne~ler IO:l r nrolll"CI and 00 
\\('rt' turnC<I A\\'Sy. I n nll. -41\ t'Ourscs-inrlucling 
liternturt", culture. ch·ili1J\tion. 1>olitirnl science. so-. 
cittl .. ci«nce, and SOC'ial \\Ork ure A\•ailable in the 
South 1\ ~isn progrnn1. So1n<.' or the title-s conjure UJ> 
ronl<'n1porary in1agt>s of I ndin. Pnki,lan. Nepal. 
Ceylon. nncl Bangladesh. Other. nrc redolent of 
1e1nplc bells, tigers. inc."'CnS<'. 1111<1 1nysliris1n. 1'he 
" 'holr i.;; il 1l-D pielurc of lhr South Asiun \vny or 
lifl'. 

c;,.udualc studen t J cl'rrcy Perrill. n 1>roduet or 
the 1>rogr:1n1 "' ho no\\' ll'HChl·~ l 1ulian Civilizi•tion. 
bdi,.,·e<. .. ll·s ""lunblc for sh11 l<·nt• to be exposed 
to 1\ 11tinn \':llues nnd tr:ulitiou,, 'l'h<'\' can better 
urult'r"ilnnd the ,,·orld around tht1n anti deal \\•ith it 
a~ intelligent ,·oters. Also. thrrc\ \'Blue in knO\\­
ing about other cultures to 'imply •p1>re<iatc art. 
religion. literature.·· 

1'hr program 8\\Urds CCrti(i<-rttes of SJX"<"ializn­
tion to sludcnts at nll nendt.•1uic levels, ron1binl'<I 
\Vi1h dPgrees in other cli seipli nes. ( P errill. ror 
l'X111nple. <•ornl'd 11n l\lA in h i"llory \\1ilh a Sou th 
As ian s1>eriuli1.::1lion.) 

rrht grtal strength of th\' 1>rOJtriun, its intcrdi~· 
ciplin1try nnture. is 1nost rciulily ~ern nt the unclt•r­
!fl'3duatc le"el. Sofl-s11oken. lanky Perrill say• 
many ~tudcnts enroll bttnu'~ or their ••interest 
in lht- t)('('ult or mystil'i~1n. or they\·e been to India 
and " ·nnt to fill oul thC'ir <'">·lwrientt. or it just 
~oundrd interesting. Out of 1u~ oourS<" cr•rollnH.~nt 
of 106. only three nrc history majors :incl • half­
clcn.<•n :trc i1nthropologi~ts. ' r lu• rest! EnS{in('('riog. 
1n1rsi11g. ~tnirna1 husbunclry, 1('U(•hing. j ournal is1n~ 
you 1Hu11c it. But our l'u lurc nl ~o lies in sccond:iry 
s(•hools: I I igh s<'hool clt,s~es in \Vorld history t'On­
ec·nt rnt(' nbout 95 percent on ~~uropc: yet J\.sia lu's 
u 1Jn..•po11clerance of the \\'Orld'~ 1>0pul1ition!" 

E\en so. S()uth J\ sinn Studj,., ren1ttin an entlnn­
gered s1>eeies. ;\'ext year. the OWe<> of Education. 
thr trder•I agency throu11h "hid1 grant• to thr 
pmsrrnrns are n1ade. is eutlinsc tlie nun1ber of Soulh 
t\ .. i1u• centers b,· rnor<' t hao hnlr. I ( the :\I i7.?.ou 
progrnnl is one · of lhost• t•1iruin1\trd, ifs cioubtrul 
thn t thr Uni,·crsity will be nhk• lo take up the 
slnck. I t isn't thnt the ncl1ui1ii~trntion isn't synl-

HOW HIGH A PRIORITY FOR 



S'°'""tt, In 9n ~tery Hlncfl..Urdu ctauroom ftnd lhlmM4'VM confronting the teedwf, R-.cMI Moeg. sltOr'(I on• rue. ..mounded by 
lnd'8n lool• -.'Id c:loth1n9, atatue. of gods. maps. encl posliWa. TM mMNgei, of cw, k tnow1edgt, the teehnktuie: ~lNrel ~ 

pathetic.· ju't l\\o ~-rur .... Jtgo the l' ni"ersity a11olted 
sp<"<'ial librury ru1ul, lo buy n ne"·spaper uncl rot'{· 
book <"Olleetio11 for tht• pro1:rarn. But. " 'ilh a f intut· 
eiall~· ,tr:tpp<'<I l ' ni\'t.·r ... i t~· rcas~c.~~s i ng all or i1s pro· 
gran1s, it 's n 111 nl trr of priorit ic-s. 1\ ud th<-· South 
Asia11 S tudit·~ priority probably can 't rank hi.'(h 
("nou~h. 'l' hl• intt•rdi:i.ci plinnry activities 111:\y I)(• 
g rratly rt·tlu('t.'tl. 

I t \\'ou lcl nhuo'l ''-'t.' 111 H' i f th<." pr<"ss for tc.·t·lin i· 
<'al and carl'l'r·orirnted pcopl(' is over" ·h('lining tlu.· 
olc.J liberal cdu<·ntion philo~ophy, the cro"'"' 
di"'cipline leurniug·(or·lt•arning·... sake that on('(' 
exe1nplifit'<I "hat u uni\Crsit~ "-as all about. l n 
fact. one rea,on Onrrier offer~ ror the lnek or bil( 

foundnlion rnonc\· is lhat the foundaticnl\ Hr<' "nlore 
into hirlh <-'Ont~) progran1s, ilJlrieullurol flt•\t•lop· 
nlrnt. thing' li ke that." T he agl' or tht.• llt•nni, .. 
''"l('t' n1n11 nncl l\eholar S<"cn1s 111uch l'r<Xh'(I. 

\ 'rt , \Ul)l)Ort('rS or lh<' p rogra111 i ll ll'lld lo \Ur\•i\(' 
in out• l'ortn o r another. ~l'hC' i r in<·liuation to ndnpt 
lo \\•h nh•vt•r lhc future bri ngs t ruly rt.•rlt.•t·ls thnt 
South 1\ s inn philosophy lhcy Sl'l'k to lt'n<-•h. lly 
\\'c,tCrli StunflardS. SUe<"<.'SS j., al lhl' lop or tht.' 
l:uldrr "ho.;;c rungs. in an aentlcn1ic t•o11t<'xl. rnight 
lx• dollar arnounl of grants or clcpartn1eutal st11lu,. 
B ut rront a B rahrnin 's point or \'i{'\\. \U('C."t.'~' c.·an 
be hncl 011 any .;;poke of the \\·heel. J\ ncl "' u "httl 
turn,, \\ho'' to say \\' ho's 011 top! 0 

A GOOD, LITTLE PROGRAM? 


