
Pondering the differences 
between today's graduates and the 
students of the mid-sixties and 
before, the Board of Directors of 
the Alumni Association has de
cided to set up a nine-member com
mission to study the phenomenon
if, indeed, that is what it is. 
Five members are to come from 

the classes of '69, '70, and '71, 
and one each from classes in the 
60s, 50s, 40s, and 30s. They are 
being assigned two books, The 
Greening of America and Future 
Shock as background. 

Ye Otde Ed has an additional read
Ing suggestion for the group. It's 
part of a speech Ernest Lawrence 
Thayer, author of "Casey at the 
Bat," made at his class's 10th re
union in 1895 at Harvard: 
"We have reached an age, those 

of us to whom fortune has assigned 
a post In life's struggle, when, 
beaten and smashed and blffed by 
the lashings of the dragon's tail, 
we begin to appreciate that the old 
man was not such a damned fool 
aher all. We saw our parents wres
tling with that same dragon, and we 
thought, though we never spoke the 
thought aloud. 'Why doesn't he hit 
him on the head?' Alas, comrades, 
we know now. We have hit the 
dragon on the head and we have 
seen the dragon smile."-S.S. 
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Ol' Mlzzou, of course, has not exactly been a pioneer 
In setting up a black studies progr8m. Blacks In America 
began clamoring for such curricula In the sixties, and 
m8ny have been Instituted. In some cases, however, 
they were not established on as solid a foundation as 
the Missouri program. 
"The purpose of black studies Is to give an under

standing and appreciation of the black role In this 
country," says Strickland. "It Is not for ego-gratification. 
The part blacks played In building up America Is often 
dismissed and there Is little study of what blacks are 
doing today." 
At some universities, blacks have demanded that 

whites be excluded from black-study courses. There Is 
no question of this happening on this Campus. 
"The classroom must be an open place," Strickland 

declares. "All students must be allowed. The professor 
must allow the student to express his views, no matter 
how far out they are. Prohibillng whites cuts down a 
black student's opportunity to communicate with others. 
And, In fact, whites may need black studies more than 
blacks In order to correct their own prejudices." 
It Is, of course, too early to determine the number of 

students who will pursue a minor In black studies, but 
Indications are that the program is being favorably ac
cepted. 
Joe Davis, the 28-year-old coordinator of minority 

students (a job primarily Involving counseling blacks), 
says he has found some white students dubious of 
really learning about the black experience from while 
Instructors. Black students generally are pleased with 
the program, however, at least to the extent that it Is 
a step In the right direction. 
And Strickland points out that, "This is just the be

ginning of black studies here. It must keep evolving 
and developing, or ils purpose will be lost." 

Many persons hope that the program will help attract 
more blacks to the Columbia Campus. Although no rec
ords are available - admission forms have no blanks 
lo Indicate race - last fall an actual head-count survey 
by Joe Davis and his student workers found 423 blacks 
enrolled. The survey has not yet been made for this 
fall; so no one Is willing to estimate the total. Some 
say It appears larger; others, smaller. (One observer 
commented that if HEW were to offer a grant based 
on the number of black students, somebody would come 
up with a total pretty quickly). 
The 400+ students last fall comprised Just under 

2 per cent of UMC's total enrollment, a far cry from 
the 10 per cent in Missouri's total population. And 
President Brice Ratchford has said that the goal of a 
land-grant university, such as the University of Missouri, 
should be to have at least as large a percentage of 
blacks enrolled as make up the state's population. 

Strickland doesn't believe that black students will come 
here jusl to take black studies, but the program can In
dicate to them that this Campus Is receptive to Negroes, 
at least academically. 

With many others, he Is hopeful that the U niverslty 
here also can recruit more black faculty. Now, there Is 

·'\' 

only Strickland and T. Charles McKinney, a part-time 
teacher In B & PA. 
"Everybody Is looking for the black PhD from Harvard 

with ten years' experience," Strickland says, "and 
there aren't many of those. You can't search for black 
faculty in the traditional places. They are available, how
ever, because black colleges have been producing PhD's 
for many, many years." 

Additional black faculty would· help strengthen the 
existing black studies courses. And, Strickland believes, 
the program also should be expanded, at least to the 
extent that a student can major In English or music and 
minor In black studies. As of now, there are no black
oriented music courses and only one such course In 
English. 
"Music has expressed great Interest In beginning a 

program In jazz literature," he says, "but funds simply 
aren't available." 

Strickland doesn't see black studies as a major area 
all Its own, preferring "to see It remain within the 
traditional disciplines." 

Integrated, as It were, just as the black experience Is 
an Integral part of America. 0 
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