
Pau l Christman . . . 
wm1ld have graduated from Missouri 
this spring, and that never-betore 
publi sh ed story can tell you a lot 
about the character of Missouri's 
premier all -American and the afft!c 
tion he felt for his University 

You see, what with the War and 
marri age and a job, Paul go1 away 
from Columbia five hours short of 
a degree. It obviously didn't keep 
him from becoming highly success 
ful, but he was never happy about 
it. So on one of his trips to the 
campus a year or so ago, he asked 
whether there was some way he 
cou ld ea rn those f ina l five hours 
There was. and an independent study 
program was arranged . Paul was 
w ork ing on the last 2 16-hour cou rse 
th is semes ter 

Paul Chri stman, of course, was a 
Missouri legend long before he died 
on March 2. To thousands of Tiger 
fans who never saw him play, he 
symbolized football grea tness at Mis
souri, and the re hadn't been much 
ot th at before he arr ived. To those 
hundreds of al umni around the coun tr y 
and frien ds around th e campus who 
knew him we ll - who knew how 
freely he had given of his time and 
energies over the years for 01' 
Mizzou - he si mply symbol izedgrca i-
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By Kimberly Hughes 

Jimm y is a frus trating, somet imes uncontrollable, 
child . li e flunked firs t and second g rndcs, causes 
disturbances in class ;md ortcn tries to hil or bite h is 
teachers. J inuuy is cmotionallv dist u rbed and h is actions 
arc a cry for help. Th at h e lp is. being supplied by 
recently develop ed programs in the College of Educa
tion 's department o f special education. This semester, 
for th e fi rs t time, freshmen students excelling in course 
Ll50 (special read ings) are lrnving a chance to go out 
and work with children. Arrangemen ts were made for 
students to do weekly volunteer work at Woodhaven 
Chri stian Home and !\I id-Missouri Me ntal Health Center. 
For this they will receive two hours' credit. Sophomore 
s\ltclents laking L 101 (survey of spec ial education I 
arc h earing g uest speak ers, seeing fi lms acquaintin g 
them with different ;.u·eas of teaching and mak ing actual 
on-the-spol observations. Aware of increasing national 
interes t in improving educational opportuniti es for 
handicapped ch ildren , the College of Education in 1968 
elevated special cducalion to departmental status. Areas 
of concent ratio n are emot ionally disturbed , mental re-





Special Education classes are not meant to be 'dumping grounds' ... 
tardation , orthopedica lly handicapped, and learning 
disabilities. 

In the past three years the departm ent has ex
panded full -time faculty from two to eight and en
rollment has increased from 100 undergraduat es to 
almost 250 special educalion majors this year. 

Aiding cxpirnsion arc grants offered by the U.S. 
Office of Education. Th is year they totalled ap
proximately $175,000 . 

Dr. Richard C. Schafer, department chairm<m, 
notes that a s urvey co nducted l<1te in 1967 by the 
division of special educalion, Stat e Department of 
Education , found five large school systems in Mis
sou ri n eeding an estimated 175 special education 
tei1chers. Only 50 graduates of t-.Iissouri coll eges 
and universities were available to fill th ese posit ions 
in 1968. 

Th is need for specially-trained teachers drew 
Dr. Judith K. Grosen ick and Dr. Robert Harth, 
assista111 professors of education , into the field of 
emotional disturbance in special education. 

"A very co nservative estimate would be that 10 
per cent of sc hool-age children are distu rbed and 
40 per cen t are disturbing," says Dr. Grosenick. 
" The disturbing ch il dren are those who create 
w;ives of disturbance in a classroom and every 
teacher has them." 

Their goal is to train teachers to bring students 
like Jimmy back into the classroom as emotionally
healthy par ticipants . 

Basica ll y, two kinds of teachers are trained -
classroom teachers and itinerant teachers. The class
room teacher works in the trad itional way, bul lhe 
itinernnt teacher moves from school to school. 

She may see a child three days a week for an 
hour, but the basic responsibility still rests with 
the classroom teacher. 

"This is extremely important ph il osophically. 
Special education classes are not meant tobe 'dump
ing grounds' for emotionally disturbed children. 
We want to get these children back into society 
as quickly as possible.'' 

Modern techniques are being utilized to aid in 
reach ing this goal. The depru·tment resource library 
is now being expanded and soon will contain one of 
the most complete collections of special education 
materials in the natio n. 

This expansion is being aided by a $5000 State 
Department of Education gran t. Bes ides being open 
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to st ud ents and facully, it also is open to local 
teachers interested in gai ning in forma tio n about 
special educa tio n. 

"We pu t a lot of emph as is on remedial read ing 
materials. They arc not basal reading materials 
but those especially prepared for use with handi
capped children. " 

Students learn how to use reading machines that 
control the pace of the ma terial. Often the material 
is accompanied by audio aids. Things such as 
manipulative blocks are used in helping ch ildren 
learn arithmetic. 

Dr. Grosenick has round that one of lhe most 
rewa rding aspects of the new program is the special 
proj ec t requir ing 15 hours of involvement with 
childl'ell. 

" lt's not just ~ itting back and observing that 
composes a learning experi ence. Students mus t get 
their fee t wet - they must get to know these 
children as human beings .·• 

Dr. Grosenick s tresses that the program is b t'
haviorly oriented: " We don 't train the s tude nts to 
be therapisti;, but lo learn how to manage be
havior. This may involve ignoring a child 's be
hav ior or rewarding and re inforcing it th rough pra ise. 
Students learn what to do if they encounter a child 
who h it s them. They are trained to anticipate what 
will happen .' ' 

She cautions s tudents not to be undu ly frightened 
by emotional dis turbance. 

"What I have found is that when they s tart 
work ing and forge t about the child as being disturbed 
and think about him as a hu man being, they work 
muc h more effectively.'' 

One s tudent , sophomore lHary Alexa n der, 
brought a five-ye;ir-old emotionally disturbed ch ild 
i1110 her home for 30 hours. 

" 'l'ogeth el' with my own five-year-old son and 
some neigh bor children we did all kinds of things . 
We lis tened to Beall e's music and beat out rhythm 
patterns on the floo r , played games together and 
colored. 

"Sometimes Andy's behavior was unacceptable, 
so I explained to him why and held him in my 
arms and rocked him, ju st like I would do with 
my own son. I learned so much during that lime, 
but the most imporlan t thing was that he was a 
chi ld and had fee lings like one. " D 


