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For the only woman new staff 
reporter on a St. Louis television 
talion, Mi s Betsey Barnette, BJ 

'70, is amazingly young and con
sistently feminine - two qualities 
that could be considered di advan
tage in the fast-paced , aggressive 
world of electronic media. But after 
watching her on film and talking 
with her in person, one gets the f cl
ing that her youth and femininity 
mean neither naivete nor weakne s 
and that Miss Barnette ha a prom
ising future in a career dominated 
by men. 

Miss Barnette, 22 years old, 
began January 18 a a reporter for 
KMOX-TV. Since September he 
had been at KMOX behind the 
scenes as a writer-editor, writing 
scripts for silent film, re-writing wire 
stories and editing other reporter ' 
film. 

Now she is planning her own 
assignments, going out with a camera 
crew for interviews, editing her own 
film and writing script for her own 
stories. 

"The time spent in front of the 
cameras is actually minimal com
pared to the other work involved," 
Miss Barnette explained after three 
days on her new job. "For example 
I'm working on a three-part series 
on suburbia. T'll be telephoning and 
interviewing a lot to get background 
information. I must decide what 
aspects to focus on and talk it over 
with the producer and director. Then 
there is more interviewing, shooting 
silent film, editing and writing scripts 
and introductions for each part. 

"I'm going to try to work in 
some of Margaret Mead's theories 
too so that will take additional re
search," she added. 

Miss Barnette turn heads, not 
becau e of the cameras accompany
ing her, but simply because she is 
attractive. Her light brown hair is 
in a shoulder-length youthful style 
that is swept to the side. She stands 
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an erect, poised five feet, four inche . 
Her smile, wid and accented by her 
brown eyes, would help relax any 
interviewee. 

Although thi is her fir t full
time job, Mi Barnette has a rela
tively extensive background in jour
nali m. Her grandfath r, George 
Starr Lash r, was the found r and 
director of the Ohio Univ rsity 
School of Journali m. Her father was 
a reporter for the Buffalo Evening 
News and later editor of the Amherst 
Bee in New York. Her mother cur
rently write for the Amherst Bee. 

While in colleg , sh did a news
cast once a week for a seme ter at 
a tel vision station in Columbia and 
h wa coho te of a two-hour 

radio show. She spent one summ r 
a a mu ic librarian at a televi ion 
station in Buffalo, N. Y. and another 
summer a a reporter and copy 
editor at the Buffalo Evening News. 

''Actually,'' Miss Barnette said, 
"]t doesn't seem like I did too much 
in radio and television at school. I 
pent mo t of my time editing the 

Maneater, the campus newspaper. 
"I prefer telcvi ion work to 

newspaper work. Television can have 
more impact, but this means it must 

be twice a careful in presenting 
the news. 

"Some person in television 
work think of it as show business. 
There is a certain amount of glam
our involved. We have to think of 
appearance and watch our ratings. 
But to me, it' s not how busine , 
but new work." 

Mis Barnette aid she thinks 
televi sion work i opening lo women 
in metropolitan areas. 

"Personally, I wouldn't particu
larly care to cover a riot, but there 
is no rea on why I couldn't be at 
th police station covering another 
as pc t of the tory.'' 

Miss Barnette contends that 
while a reporter must build up an 
aggr ssivcnes a woman reporter can 
keep her femininity. 

"Be polite and courteous and be 
your elf " he advi cs women. 
"There is no need to try to act 
like a man. A woman can give a 
fresh new angle lo torics men have 
been doing for years." 0 

Edi tor's note: Betsey Barnette au
thored the articl on intervisitation 
11'hich appeared in the March-April, 
1970 Mi souri Alumnu . 


