
By Steve Shinn 

When alumni return to Columbia--es
pecially after being away for to or 
more years-they"simplycan'tget over 
how much everything has changed." 

They marvel at the new buildings, 
look with awe at the size of the new 
multipurpose auditorium under con· 
struction, and point out to theirchU· 
dren that the army barracks they lived 
in when they were in college have 
been torn down in favor of a medi· 
cal school. 

The returning alumnus also takes 
comfort, of course, in the Red and 
White campuses, which include land· 
marks that never seem to change. If 
he looked farther, he might come 
across some University buildings that 
also were here when he was. 

But he probably doesn't notice, be· 
cause they make up a campus nobody 
sees. No one particularly wants to. 

f ifty old homes-in various states of 
repair, and disrepair-are used by the 
University to house teaching faculty, 
resea rchers, and service departments. 

The property was purchased by the 
University as part of its land acqu isi
tion program to provide sites for fu· 
ture building. But no money ior capital 
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improvements has been forthcoming 
from the state for a couple of years, 
and the houses have been pressed 
into University service. 

"Almost without exception, these 
old homes are unsuitable as offices 
and research space," says Dr. AI Met· 
calf, assistant to the Chancellor, "but 
we really have had very little choice. 
In fact, there are 298 faculty members 
on the Columbia campus who are en· 
titled to office space, but do not have 
it--even in an old house." 

Metcalf, who has been assigned 
campus space allocation problems by 
Chancellor John Schwada, recalls that 
the House Appropriations Committee 
members were shocked on a visit here 
at the houses at 1115 and 1117 Uni· 
versity housing Arts and Science and 
B & PA facu lty. 

(There may be more rationale for 
the house at the corner of Watson 
Place and Elm. Once locally famous 
as a hippie haven, it now is a home 
fora colony of squirrels used in zoo· 
logical research.) 

In spite of a statement made some 
time ago by a state legislator that "if 
you put any more concrete in Colum· 
bia, it will sink," the fact remains that 
all four campuses of the University-
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as wet! as many other state agencies 
-are in dire need of major construe· 
tion programs. 

This year the University is seeking 
$50,766,000 in capital improvements, 
including some $30 million on the 
Columbia campus. The projects, all de· 
signed to satisfy immediate require· 
ments, range from a first'priorityitem 
of $6.4 million for a boiler and turbo
generator to provide heat, air can· 
ditioning, and electricity for campus 
buildings; to a second·priority item of 
$4.5 million for a general classroom 
building for 2600 students; to a third
priority item of $5.4 million tobe used 
with $10.8 million in federal funds for 
3 lIeterinarymedical complex. The vet· 
erinary school on the Columbia cam· 
pus is reportedly in danger of losing 
itsaccredilation because of ilsfacili· 
ties. Not eve~ on this year's list is an 
addition to the main library, which 
rapidly is becoming overcrowded. 

And, of course, t hese requests 
largely ignore men and services now 
in the 50 houses. There's a total of 
130,174 net square feet being used 
in these old homes. At loday's con· 
struction costs, thai represents a $5· 
million building. 0 
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