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The course with 50,000 alumni 

General Economics 5 1 probably has mo re alumni 
t han any other course li sted in the University 
of Missouri-Columbia catalog. Estimates run as 
high as 50,000. 

It has a nother distinction. Only three pro
fessors have headed the teaching of Econ 5 1 in 
the past 53 years. No other course can make 
that sta\..ement. 

Dr. Harry Gunnison Brown handled the teach
ing from 1915 until his retirement in 1950. Dr. 
Pinkney C. Walker succeeded him and is now 
dean of the School of Business and Public Ad
ministration. Dr. John M. Kuhlman took over in 
1964 when Walker became dean. 

The course has a number of traditions going 
for it. Among the students, it has always been 
popular. Students who CQu ld take some other 
social science course show a prefe rence for 
Econ 51 as an elective. Many who received the ir 
introduction to the principles of economics in 
this course have gone on to gain s t ature in 
business, education, and government serv ice. 
J nvariably the lecturers have become well-known 
figures on the campus, especially among la rge 
numbers of s tudents, and have won prominence 
in their academic field. They have pride in 
handling the course, and it shows. 

When Brown came to the Columbia cam
pus in 1915, the basic course in economics was 
taught by Dr. Herbert J. Davenport. 

Davenport, from the University of Chicago, 
was appointed to the faculty in 1908 and was 
instrumental in luring the legendary Thorstein 
Veblen from Stanford University to the faculty 
here. When the School of Business a nd Public 
Administration was organized in 1914, Davenport 
served as dean for two years before resigning to 
go to Cornell. Brown helped teach the course 
and succeeded Davenport when h e and several 
members of the faculty moved on. 

Through the years Brown made numerous 
changes in the text and in the method of ap
proach. He lectured to three and four hundred 
stude nts in Waters Auditoriumfour times a week, 
and arranged for smaller di scuss ion groups once 

a week. Brown a lso authored a tex tbook which 
was in U!:le for many years. 

Brown became professor emeritus of econo
mics in 1950 when he retired at the age of 70. 
In effect, he s till hasn 't retired. He and Mrs. 
Brown returned to Columbia about th ree years 
ago, making their home at 403 South Garth. 

Brown stil l espouses the land value taxation 
concept with evangelistic fervor; both he a nd 
hi s wife continue to write prolifically on the sub
ject. After leavi ng the campus, Brown launc hed 
hi s " re tire me nt " by teaching the next 10 years 
at the New School for Social Research in New 
York City, the University of Mississ ippi, and 
Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, Pu. 
Before returning to Columbia, the Browns Ji ved 
in Pennsylvania for five more years, where he 
devoted his time to writing a nd s peaking on the 
s ubject of taxation. 

Of the thousands of students in his course, 
Brown remembe rs many who went on to ach ieve 
SUCCC!:lS in such field s as e ducation, banking, and 
government. Just a fe w of the names he men
tioned: Alfred Kahn, Joel Durland, Karl Bopp, 
Daryl Francis, Cuy Noyes, Clay Anderson, WiI
Uam Bradshaw, Beryl Sprinkle, August Maffry, 
WUliam Colman, Lester Chandle r, Roya l D. M. 
Bauer, Carl Wilburn McGuire, Fred Clarenbach, 
David Westfa ll, Larry Sapp, a nd Francis Linville. 
He recalled that three professors on the campus, 
C. T. Pihlblad, Mona Dingle, and LewisAtherton, 
were in Economics 51. 

Approximately 1000 students take the course 
each semester. Three days a week, two lectures 
a re given in the B&PA Auditorium, which is 
filled to capacity. Before that building was com
pleted, lectures were held in Waters Auditorium, 
which seats about 480. Two days a week the 
class is broken down to 24 small groups for dis
cussion periods. 

For four years beginning in 1946, Walker 
ass isted Brown by teach ing one of the two sec
tions, then taught both sections for ]4 years. 
The dean is at his best when lecturing before a 
large a udience, as he demonstrated anew in the 
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fall of 1967 when he resumed teaching one sec
tion for a semester in relief of Kuhlman. 

Profound economic thought and theory are in
terspersed with down to earth expressions, such 
as "Our children will pick up the tab down the 
road a piece," "\\le'll throw a rock in the pond," 
"This one's a real stinky little problem here," 
and, after a particularly involved explanation, 
"Anybody with me at this point, or am 1 with 
myself?" 

Like Brown and Kuhlman, Dean Walker feels 
that the elementary cou rse in economics has 
started many an alumnus on the road to suc
cess. "Almost any journalism or business g rad
uate who h as made a name for himseU has 
taken the course," the dean says. 

Kuhlman, now teaching both sections, fee ls 

Former editor of the Missouri Alumnus who 
now is an assistallt. director in the Office of 
Public Information, Jack TayLor is a Long-time 
obseruor of the Columbia campus. In fact, he 
took Econ 51 under Harry GUllnison Brow1/.. 

that in any controversy about the quality of 
undergraduate education, Economics 5 1 is an 
excellent affirmative examp le. Concedingthathe 
might be somewhat biased, Kuhlman says "I 
do believe we are doing a fine job. We have 
very few complaints from students a nd we do at
tract a Significant number of majo rs out of our 
e le mentary course." 

Kuh lman spent the fall semester of 1967 as 
an associate dean in the office of the Graduate 
School dean, giving up one of hi s two sections 
in Econ 51. He was happy to return to teach ing 
full time. 

" I find teaching an extremely enjoyable busi
ness," he says. " You get instant pay-out; if 
you give a good lecture a student will come up 
afterward or will come to your office to question 
or argue." 

Although his experience as an associate dean 
of the Graduate School gave him a broader view 
of the University, he vows he wi ll never go back 
to administrative work. As to teach ing Econ 51: 
"We have a ball. When I tell a joke, they 
laugh." 0 

F ifty Years of Eoon 51: Pinkney Walker, left; Harry G. Brown, center; and J ohn M. Kuhlman 
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