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Surveys show Columbia 

campus students to be "re

spectable and middle class," 

although somewhat more liberal 

than their elders, especial -

ly in the area of civil rights 

Many alumni undoubtedly have been per
plexed and a mazed at the actions and attitudes 
of today's college students. The Berkeley stu
dent revolt of 1964 marked the beginning of a 
new era in student demands. One might guess 
that a few grads wished that their generation 
had exhibited the spunk of the Berkeley stu
dents, but most probably di sapproved of this 
typ e of student behavior. 

Student upri s ings soon spread across the 
country. even hitting campuses like Central 
Missouri State College and Lincoln University. 
Although the Columbia campus has been rela
tively quiet, students have engaged in a number 
of protests and demonstrations, the most notable 
being a 1967 "chalk-in" when 1000 students 
gathered at the Boone County Court House to 
protest 30-day a nd 45-day jail sentences imposed 
on students who had chalked such s logans as 

"Free Love For Sale Here" on a campus s ide
walk. Last fall the threat of student demonstra
tions were thought to be real enough that cam
pus Young De mocrats cancelled a campa ign 
appeara nce by Governor Warren Hearnes after 
hearing reports of pla nned p rotests. 

It is, of course, very difficult to expla in the 
whys a nd what-fors of the student movement, 
but some preliminary indications about the char
acteristics and attitudes of today's students are 
now available from s urveys of University of 
Missouri-Columbia s tudents. A random sample 
of 175 stude nts on the Columbia campus was 
interviewed in December 1966 and another ran
dom sample of 105 students was interviewed in 
April 1968. Because som e of the questions in 
the two student surveys had a lso been asked in 
two state-wide surveys. June 1965 and May 1968. 
comp arisons can be made of the attitudes of 



students and other Missourians, giving some in
dicationof the amount of agree ment ordjsagree
ment between students and their e lders. 

The student interviews, about 30 minutes in 
length, were administered and coded by trained 
students. The 1966 interviews were conducted 
in person while the 1968 interviews were con
ducted by telephone. I n each case interviews 
were completed with only about 60 per cent of 
the original sample with many of the non-respon
dents being commuters who lived in nearby 
towns. This comparatively low response rate and 
the relatively s mall number of interviews in each 
survey increase the potential for error, but the 
demographic characteristics found on each su r
vey are sufficiently similar to leave us with 
some confidence in the data. The state-wide 
surveys were conducted by the professional s taff 
of the Public Opinion Survey Unit, University of 

Missouri-Columbia, with interviews being con
ducted with about 900 Missourians chosen as 
part of a probability sample. Such surveys are 
conducted regularly in order to provide faculty 
and students with research data on the charac
teristics and attitudes of Missourians. 

A campus in mid-Missouri would not seemthe 
most likely gathering place for a group of rad
icals, and data from the student surveys indi
cate that the student body is predominately 
middle class and respectable. Two-thirds of the 
students come from white collar and professional 
homes, though such homes constitute only one
third of the state's total. Most of the students 
who think in terms of social classes consider 
themselves as part of the middle class. Church 
attendance is apparently as high on campus as 
across the state. 

Some indication of the extent to which the 



Attitudes of Students and Missourians on Selected Issues 

"Here is a list of public issues that 
people have debated for years, W i th 
regard to each one, should it be in
creased, decreased, or stay as it is?" 

Government ownership or control of 
natural resources, things like oil wells, 
atomic energy, or electric power 

Use of federal government money for 
slum clearance and public housing 

Enforcement of the Supreme Court's 
orders to integrate public schools 

Foreign aid 

American military involvement in the 
Viet NamWar 

Defense or military spending 

+ not asked 
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• Support scores are determined by giving a weight of 1.0 to each "increase" response, 0.5 to each 
"stay as it is" response, and 0.0 to each "decrease" response, summing these weights and dividing 
by the number of respondents who answered the question. Thus scores c loser to 1 .0 indicate 
greate r support. while scores clo ser to 0 .0 indicate less support. 

Sources: State-wide surveys in 1965 and 1968 by Public Opinion Survey Unit, University of Missouri
Columbia. Student surveys in 1966 and 1968. 



student body is radica l, if it is, can be gained 
by comparing student responses with state-wide 
responses on ques tions of public policy. Thesc da
ta are summarized in the table. questions about 
the des ired magnitude of two domes ti c economic 
policies, government ownership or conLrol of 
natural resources, and sl um clearance a nd pub
lic ho using, showed student attitudes to be al
most exactly the same as state-wide attitudes. 
The s imilarity is, in fact. surpri si ng because these 
students a re di sproport ionately desce nded from 
famili es who usually hold more conservative 
views on domestic economic policies. I t may be 
that s tudent views, while similar to those of 
the state-wide citizenry, are neverthe less a littl e 
more liberal than the views of their parents. 

On the issue of fore ign aid, both students 
and Missourians were, on the whole, opposed, 
but stude nts gave s li ghtly stronger support to it 
than did citizens across Ul e state, with the 
s trongest support coming from the students with 
higher grade-point averages. 

The data on militarism and Viet Nam are not 
sufficiently comparable to make firm conclusions. 
When asked about the magnitude of American 
military involve ment in Viet Nam, student re
sponses in 1966 were almost exactly the same 
as state-wide responses in 1965, - about one
third of oach group asking for an increase, and 
one-fourth asking for a decrease. These resu lts, 
which seem s urpri s ing in view of the student 
protests aga inst the Viet Nam war, should be 
considered cautiously because the student sur
vey was taken abo ut 18 months after the state
wide survey, and the American involvement was 
greatly increased during this intervaL Further
more, by 1968 student support for military in
volvement in Viet Nam had decreased sharply, 
and campus opposition was widespread. This 
opposition a lso was reflected in a decrease of 
support for defense spending, an issuo on which 
student attitudes in 1966 had been similar to 
those for the state in 1965. Unfortunate ly, simi-
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lar questions were not asked on the 1968 sur
vey to dete rmine state-wide attitudes. 

A di stinct difrerence was found betwee n stu
dent and state-wide views on one issue - civil 
rights. When asked their views about "enforce
ment of the Supreme Court's orde rs to integrate 
public schools," s tudents were much more in 
favor of increased enforcement than state citi
zens. Such a difference should be expected be
cause previous studies have shown that more 
highly educated persons arc more liberal on 
civil rights. Student attitudes suggest, however, 
that civil rights is the hallmark of this college 
generation, s ince current stude nts are even more 
libera l than those state respondents whohaveat 
least some college education. The suggestion is 
strengthened by the finding that, among college
educated state-wide respondents, the most sub
stantia l support for civil rights came from the 
20 to 24 age group. Furthermore, the amount of 
s tudent support for civil rights increased much 
more sharply between 1966 and 1968 than did 
the amount of slaLe-wide support. 

In summa."y, students at the University of 
M.issouri-Columbia a re respectable and middle 
class, holding views much like those of their ei
ders, except on the civil rights issue. Civil 
rights is probably the historical key, because 
civil rights was one of the first areas in which 
protests and demonstrations proved politically 
effective. Consequently it is not s urpri sing that 
other groups who felt that they were outside the 
formal power structure, such as students at uni
versities, adopted these techniques. 

In the December 1966 survey stude nts were 
asked if they had eve r participated in a pro
test or demonstration. Only 3 per cent had, but 
on a campus of th is size, 3 per cent was equiva
lent to 500 students. I n addition the 3 per cent 
were, for the most part, top s tudents academical
ly. (A May 1967 survey of s tudent body Sena
tors- the elected representatives- showed that 
19 per cent of these leaders - a much higher 
percentage - had engaged in such activities.) 
These data would indicate that we can expect 
more and more students to engage in such pro
tests on issues which are important to them. 
The surveys indicate that civil rights and oppo
s ition to the war in Viet Nam are such issues at 
the present time. 0 


