
Millions of artifacts and objects of 

natural history are on campus, but without 

proper display, they make up 

The Museum Nobody Sees 
By BARBARA JOHNSON 

C an a un iversity really be f1r.sl-rulc without 
a museum? 

Of all the universities in the Big Eight and 
Big Ten, the Un iversity of J'vlissouri-Colurnbiu is 
one of the few without a fu ll-fledged museum. In 
fact, the unive rsities of Colo rado, Kansas , Ne
b raska. Iowa and Oklahoma all have two- one 
fo r art und archaeology und another for natural 
history. And the UnivcrsilyofJI'o'lichiga n has t hree. 

In Columbia tucked away in basements, pro
fessors' offices and in smull crowded rooms arc 
more than two million objects - articles t hat any 
museum in the United States would be p roud to 
disp lay. I n fact, university and large city muse
ums regularly borrow our valuable objects for 
s pecial exhibitions. Otherwise, most of the ar
t icles would never see the light of display. 

"All our ingenu ity has gone into squeezing 
more storage cabinets into the availab le area 
and st retch ing the exh ibition space to the great
est possible exten t," says Dr. Saul Weinbe rg, 
director of art and archaeology collection s and 
pl'Ofesso l' of classical archaeology. Things are so 
critical today that only 5 per cent of his 4000 
objects valued at over 81 million can be display
ed in the art and a rchaeology galleries. 

"We try to rotate exh ibits," he says, " But 
even th at is imposs ible. There's no room in 
which to change the displays." T he ga ll e r ies are 
on t he Iibral'y's fou rth fl oo r. He is grateful for 
even this small space because the library is 
cl'Owded, and someday the museum undoubtedJy 
will have to move. 

T he situat ion is s imilarily serious in other 
departments. In Zoology, there are some30,OOO 
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fbh specimens. "This is a teaching and research 
collection with major emphasis on Missouri and 
North American fres h-wate r forms, " Dr. Arthur 
Witt. Jr.. associate professor of zoology says. 
"There are also good representa tive saltwater 
collections from the Atlantic, Gulf Coast, PaCific. 
Puerto Rico, Guam and T hai land. There is no 
exhibition area." 

Even the newest buildings on campus are 
feeling the strain from lack of space. T he new 
Geology building, built in 1965, holds some 
50,000 catalogued rocks, m inerals and fossils. 
Storage space consists of onc largc room in the 
basement and corners of laboratories a nd offices. 
Limited display is possible onl y in wall cases 
located along basement and first noor corridors. 

" In effect, we have no significant display 
space when the size of the collection is con
s ide red," Dr. Haymond L. Ethington, geology 
professor, says. 

Often, when extremely small exhibi t areas do 
exist, they are in out-of-the-way places, unavail
able a nd unknown to the genera l public and 
stude nts. 

What is being done to correct the present 
problem, cons idering that these co llections will 
li kely double within the next 10 years? Very 
little. 

.. A museum has neve r been cons id e red top 
priority," Weinberg explains. A committee to con
sider the construction of a m useum has existed 
for nine years but response from the administ ra
tion, the legislature, a lumni a nd friends has been 
negl igible. 

Most plans fo r new buildings incl ude areas 





for disp lay, research and storage. But when 
budget cut s must be made these arc the firs t to 
go. Even buildings with in it ia l space for muse
ums are us uall y overcrowded in a yea r or two 
a nd the m useum-research labo rato ry is turned 
into offices or new classrooms. 

To combat these developments, 10 depart
ments within the Colleges of Agr iculture and 
Arts and Science und the School of Medicine las t 
year put o ut a 54-page comprehens ive report 
outl ining the urgency for a museum building and 
what such a mu seum might look lik e and cost. 

Th e e nvi s ioned building to be placed poss ibly 
a b lock south of the College of Education would 
be rive sto ries in addition to a basement. It s 
dime nsions would be 70 feet wide by 200 fee t 
long. The first noor largely wou ld be used for 
mu seum preparation and di splay. The re would 
most likely be a planetar ium-auditorium for film s 
and lectures that could seat 300 students 01' the 
gene ral public. Dioramas in many insta nces 
would in tegrate the mate rial s from several de
partments. 

" For example, a tropicaljungl e diorama would 
have a pa inting of an Africa n village in one 
corne r with primitive agriculture asdistantland
scape ," Dr. David B. Dunn, associate professor 
of Botany suggests. Dunn is the current chair
man of the museum committee. "Figures in the 
foreground would be used to depict tr ibal ac
tivities. A l aped I S-minute discussion would be 
available by pressing a button. " The tape would 
describe the types of dwellings, cultural de
velopment, agricultural practices and crops of 
that depicte d tribe. 

"The portion of the same diorama showing 
jungle lianas a nd vegetation laye ring," Dunn 
continues, "would have both stuffed animals, 
reptiles and birds among the plants." 

On the other floors, combinations of research 
laboratories, work areas and storage would be 
available. Thus th e Univers ity could combine in 
one building muse um and research facilities in 
a way that no other university previously has 
done. Estimated total cost-$7 million. 

Each de partm ent has submitted space, fur
niture a nd e quipment needs. Some of the neces
sary equipment mentioned are darkrooms for 
film developing, computer terminals, acollrtyard 
which would lend itself to ce rtain kinds of ex-
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perimentation not feas ib le on a fini shed building 
11001', s torage rooms eq uipped with humidifi ers 
and proper light and temperature control s, a nd 
X-ray room s. Adequate resea rch faciliti es a re of 
ult imate importance to all de partme nts. Labo ra
tories wou ld be large enough a nd sufficientl y 
well equ ipped to permit advanced scientifi c re
sea rc h as well as s tud ent participation in 
research. 

"Perhaps one of the greatest ju s tifications 
for th e proj ected museum is the rev italization 
of museum resea rch which would re sult." Dr. 
Wilbur Enns, professor of e ntomology, says. 
"Such resea rch has la ng u ished in recent years. 
The Unive rsity of Missouri-Columbia has not 
been making it s fair share of (;ontribu tions." 

How can Missouri do its fair s hare? One 
staff member recently did a laboratory s tudy of 
the growl,h of fi shes. Th e only space available 
for hi s e xpe rimentation was ove r the bathtub in 
the men 's room of Steph e ns Ha ll. 

We inbe rg says: "We ought to be teaching con
se rvation of art a nd have museum training 
progra ms. But how can we? There isn't an inch 
left to even turn around in." He shares an oHice 
with several othe r peopl e, including stude nt 
ass istants. "Wh en J'm not here someone else is 
us ing my desk." 

But if c ry ing for laborator ies and display 
areas a nd pleading the need for the University 
to advance its research a nd teach ing progra ms 
is n't enough, some suggest that th e hundreds of 
school children that visit the campus each year 
should be cons idered. The University has a 
respons ibility to make education exciting for 
them. 

" There are hundreds of school ch ildren of 
all ages who come every year to visit our muse
um and must surely be disappointed to see a l
most nothing on display," Enns says. "Ento
mology touches almost every other art and 
science and has done so from time immemorial. 
Egyptian scarabs; present day food habits of 
primit ive people; beautiful designs in costume 
jewelry and textiles; gorgeous butterflies, moths 
and beetles; living colonies of social insects
these are only a fe w examples of what the 
public should be aware of and appreciate." 

Youngsters also enjoy a full-scal e replica of 
a prehistoric Indian thatched roof pole house 



An Indian bronze figure of the 
elephant god Ganesha is shown at 
upper left. Above, Patricia Robbin'!, 
research assistant in the Museum of 
Anthropology, is pictured with Afri· 
can items. Left, two grade schoolers 
see wood sculptures of Saints Con
stantine and Helen in the Museum 
of Art and Archaeology. Below is a 
head from t,he collection of full 
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occupied about 700 years ago in Butler County, 
Mo. which has been erected as one of the ex
hibits in the Museum of Anthropology. Located 
in Room 100 of ancient Swallow Hall, this muse
um contains displays relating to the archaeology 
and ethnology of the American Indian and the 
Old World Paleolithic era. Most of the Indian 
exhibits are from pre-historic Indians in Missouri, 
but there is also an exhibit of Eskimo culture 
and some African items. 

For many children a trip to see the Univer
sity's varied collections marks the first time 
they've been exposed to real art and history. 
Kansas City and St. Louis hold the state's only 
museums of real size or importance. 

"Maybe you did not know it," begins a letter 
from a Columbia second grader who visited the 
art galleries in the library last April, "but 
seeing the pottery and other things was almost 
the best birthday present I ever had. Thank 
you for letting uS come." 

Another girl was apparently inspired so much 
that she decided: "When T grow up T am going 
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to be an artist." A boy asked, "Are you going 
to invite me again?" While still another wrote: 
"My mother would have come if mothers could." 

Is the dream for a museum impossible? Wein
berg doesn't think so. "I think it's an achiev
able goal as soon as someone in a high enough 
position feels the need is great enough and the 
alumni organization for one year makes this its 
top priority." 

The problem of course is money. Who will 
or who can finance a $7 million venture? The 
museum committee hopes that $2.5 million will 
come from state funds, matched with a similar 
amount from the National Science Foundation 
and other federal agencies. The remaining $2 
million would come from private donations. 

In the meantime, the museum committee is 
hoping to inaugurate a museum contribution 
series which would include research articles from 
all departments. Dunn says the need is urgent 
here. He explains that in four areas alone there 
are 17 monographic size works lying idle doing 
nothing for the researcher or the University. 



"This item alone cannot win eminence, but it 
will be a major step -in that direction," he says. 

Between now and 1971 , the earliest possible 
date a museum could be completed, the depart
ments will go on as best they can. But, just 
"going on" will be painful. Art and Archaeology 
recently lost the James Michener collection of 
300 paintings. Author Michener had wanted the 
Columbia campus to have the $2 million collec
tion complete with a $1 million endowment for 
preservation. But because of lack of space the 
collection is going to the University of Texas. 

"There is no room to take any more gifts," 
Weinberg says. "We worked hard to collect 
pieces and unless some action is taken very 
soon, we're at the point where the whole opera
tion will die." In 1957 the art and archaeology 
collections were begun. Last year Weinberg esti
mates gifts worth $200,000 were donated. " If 
we don't take any more gifts, people will get in 
the habit of giving to someone else." 

In most instances, even the staff responsible 
for the collections is not able to use them for 

Ranging in age from 1000 
Be to the time of Christ, these 
art objects include, left to 
right, an Etruscan tripod, an 
Alexandrian lion, a Roman 
knocker (in front) , a late Hel. 
lenistic statue, a Chinese kuei. 

research. In even fewer instances are collections 
available to undergraduate students or the 
general public. 

"Such hoarding of valuable research and 
study collections is expensive and inefficient," 
Dr. Carl Chapman, former chairman of the 
committee and director of archaeological re
search activities, says. "A reasonable labora
tory-museum facility would actually be a savings 
as well as a means to upgrade the University 
as a research and teaching institution. Further
more, it would increase its stature in the state 
as a forerunner of continuing education for the 
citizens of Missouri." He finishes, asking: "Can 
we possibly consider ourselves in the province of 
excellence without a laboratory-museum?" 0 

Barbara Johnson, BJ '67, is a former assistant 
editor of the Alumnus, resigning in the fall of 
1968 to continue work on her master's. Both 
she and her husband spent the fall semester in 
Brussels, Belgium, working in the Journalism 
School's Common Market reporting program. 

miSSOURI aLumnus I 21 


