
28 

OF THE 

TIGER 
All of the top campus 

athletes are not men. 

01' Mizzou has four girls 

who can hold their 

own in the sports world 



'[ger athletes come in various 
shapes - tall and short, stout or s lender a nd 
would you believe curvacious'? At least four 
of them are. 

At ease under water as well as on top is a 
member of the scuba c lub, sophomore Shirley 
Maybe rry. Majoring in Home Economics interior 
design, Shirley became interested in scuba diving 
whe n she worked in he r hometown o f st. Lo uis. 

Although Shirley had about $220 worth of 
equipment a nd considerable diving experie nce. 
she signed up for the scuba course when she 
arrived on the Columbia campus. For one hour 
of physical education credit, Shirley s tudied the 
physics a nd the physiology of diving, the me· 
ch anics of equipment, a nd s imilar topics. 

The scuba club has about 50 members. 
Shirley, who is secretary, has a few othe r girls 
on the ro ll s, but she is the only active female. 
The club mee ts once a month to schedule their 
week-end dives to area and private lakes. 

"The high point of the club's activities," 
Shirley says, " is the spring dive." 

She expla ined the club earned money from 
projects like candy sales and carwashes in order 
to have a d ive during sp ring break. Last yea r 
the club went to California. 

Is Shirley treated like a girl, or just "one 
of the guys"!" 

" I carry my own equipment a nd keep upwith 
the rest," she emphasizes. "Besides, there is 
always someone ahead or beh ind me." 

J an Raithel, a junior honor student, has been 
shooting a .22 caliber rifle with he r dad since 
she was 10, " just for fun." During her freshman 
year at Missouri, she won a place as the only 
feminine member of the Columbia campus rifle 
team on the eigh t-man traveling squad by beat
ing more than 100 other prospective members, 
including five other women. 

Jan is currently on the Hutger's Univers ity 
Junior-Vear-Abroad program in Paris, but the 
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Scuba d iver Shirley Mayberry is the club secretary. 

ROTC advisor to the rifle team said she will 
"most definite ly return to the squad next year." 

She practiced about six hours per week last 
season in prepar ation for the out-of-town matches 
against other Big Eight teams. J an proved her 
worth by taking medals in a Kansas State match, 
where she ranked third in competition with 50 
men. 

Apparently, J an has mastered the art of 
looking feminine while firing the 17-pound match 
rifle . "Lots of people I meet at matches wonder 
what a girl is doing with a rifle in her hands," 
she remembers. "But I certainly didn't feel I 
was losin g my femininity. Our coach and the 
guys on the team treat me so well that I almost 
feel like more of a girl." 

The only girl on the varsity swimming team 
is treated " just like one of the guys," however. 
Sue Tomasovic, a senior in speech, has worked 
out with the all-male swimming team since she 
has been a freshman at the University. Although 
she is regarded as a team member, as a girl 
she is ineligible to compete in Big Eigh t meets. 

She officiates as a timer, stroke judge or 
in other capacities at all home swimming meets, 
travels often to out--of-town meets with the 16 
swimmers and four divers on the team and, dur
ing her freshman year, she swam in exhibition 
at home meets. Sue worksoutwith the team from 
3:30 to 5 everyday. 

"The coach thought I might give the boys 
some added incentive during practice," she says. 

As the daughter of a career Air Force officer, 
Sue has lived in many places and participated 
in her first swim meet in J apan. She also is a 
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Sue Tomasovic swims with the men's varsity team. 



Jan Raithel u~"S II .22 for re lnxut ion. i'orochuter Judy Day. 

s tate record holder in 50-100-and 200-meter 
breast s trok e and frees tyl e in Texas, Louisiana, 
and New York. 

But she cons ide rs Missouri her home, s ince 
she wal; born in Sl Louis, a nd for this reason 
she chose the Unive rsity a t Columbia. The new 
$750,000 indoor-outdoor pool also influenced thi s 
decis ion, as well as the hope of starting a girls' 
swim team. Sue soon discove red that the only 
women's competition was in intramural matches, 
and s he ea sUy took every record on thi s level. 

Both in 1964 and '68 she met the qualify ing 
t ime to tryout for the Olympics, This summe r 
she swam wi th a Philadelphia team that has 
produced several Olympic team membe rs. In 
preparation for the August tryouts she swam five 
hours daily at six in the morning and seven at 
night. Although she was a fe w seconds orr the 
cutoff point for the United States team, she loved 
the national compe tition a nd met ma ny of the 
nation's top swimmers. This year, Sue hopes 
to go to the women's collegiate meet. She even
tually hopes to be a swimming coach. 

Another Unive rsity coed e njoyscompe ting on 
the national le vel, this one in the air. A junior 
transfe r s tudent from the St. Louis campus, Judy 
Day is a member of the "Chuting Tige rs," the 
parachu te club. Each weeke nd Judy goes with 
the club to the priva te ly-owned jump center 
facilities at nearby Fulton. 

She made her firs t jump under the auspices 
of the oldest jump club in the country in Sl 
Louis. 

Judy first took up the s port because it sounded 
fun, and she now loves the challenge of jumping. 

"There is no limit to the sport and it can 
never be complete ly maste red," she be lieves. 
"And the fa tali ty rate involved is lower than 
in football. " 

She admits she was a bit afraid the " first 
50 o r 60 jumps." But,now with about 490 jumps 
to her cred it (an above ave rage total fo r women), 
she says it is " more rou tine. " The first few 
seconds in the a ir give her a falling sensation, 
but after thi s point it is the "same speed a ll 
the way down." 

Judy went to the 1968 nationals in Arizona 
and is now looking forwa rd to the '69 national 
competition. She first attended the eliminations 
of the central conference which include Illinois, 
Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, and Mjssouri. Thewin
ne rs of the national competition are selected for 
the U. S. Parachute Team. Judy would like to 
be a me mber of the team, but realizes she must 
work harder than she has time for now. 

"A jumper is judged," ex pla ins Judy, " on 
style a nd accu racy. Style is rated on the basis 
of the figure eight 's a nd backloops completed 
in the free fall event. These se ries of maneuvers 
are also rated on speed a nd cleanliness of sty le. 
Accu racy includes la nding on the ta rget ," 

Judy frankly admits a girl jumper is "def
initely unusual" and said men are often not 
receptive to the idea of a girl jumpe r. The 
s light brunette also finds the bulky equipment 
too much for her to handle and usually has to 
ask help of stronger males. However, several 
girl beginners have joined the club, so bit by bit 
she looks for a gradual acceptance of the female 
jumper. D 
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