


Long used in scientific experiments, the rhesus 
monkey gave the first two letters of its name 
to the RH blood factor, took an early ride in a 
space capsule, and aided Dr. Jonas Salk in de
veloping polio vaccine. 

Textbooks describe it as a pale brown monkey 
common to Northern India. Now it is about to 
become common to the Columbia campus. 

Dr. James A. Gavan, recognized as one of the 
leading physical anthropologists in the country, 
and his breeding colony of 36 rhesus monkeys 
arrived shortly after June 1 from the University 
of Florida. At Missouri Dr. Gavan's appointment 
is as professor of anthropology. For more than 
15 years, the scientist has engaged in intensive 
research into the growth patterns of rhesus, 
chimpanzees, and other primates, first with the 
Yerkes Laboratories of Primate Biology and 
later with the Medical College of South Carolina 
and Florida U. 

"1 purchased my frrst rhesus In 1956," recalls 
Dr. Gavan. HThis was about the time of the 
Salk vaccine, and the monkey shortage was 
critical. [ had to take a ll young ones. It was 
a frustrating experience to wait three or four 
years before they became old enough to breed." 

Of that original group, Dr. Gavan still has one 
male and two females. The other 33, all born 
and reared in the colony, range in age from 
four months (like the one pictured) to more than 
seven years. Others have been loaned to other 
scientists, died or were hwnanely sacrificed in 
experiments. 

Dr. H. Clyde Wilson, chairman of the Depart
ment of Anthropology, pointed out that because 
the history of the monkeys has been 
so thoroughly documented over the 11 years, 
the colony is probably unique in the United 
States. Each parental male is bred with each 

parental female, for example, to provide a con
trol group in which none of the offspring has 
the same two parents. 

Dr. Gavan is continuing his growth research 
projects at Missouri. Essentially, he is looking 
for similarities and differences in the physical 
development of man and rhesus. 

"If we can understand the monkey, we may 
be able to understand man better, too," explains 
the scientist. "Both, of course, are primates, 
and somewhere in their growth differences occur 
which make man end up man and monkey end 
up monkey. Evolution in all species takes place 
prior to adulthood." 

Dr. Gavan, concerned solely with postnatal 
growth, has found, for example, that the rate of 
growth in man and rhesus is the same. They 
have the same number and type of teeth (both 
"baby" and permanent). In fact, the American 
Dental Institute has approved a $12,000 grant 
for research into the growth of the face as 
related to tooth eruption. 

More interestingly, perhaps, Dr. Gavan says 
that pure instinctive behavior appears to be less 
in primates than in lower animals. Hand-raisea 
monkeys don't breed well. Sex isn't "doing what 
comes naturally," but has to be learned in the 
group. Hand-raised mothers don't know auto
matically how to mother; thi s, too, must be 
learned, apparently in a group experience. 

Besides the growth research, Dr. Gavan's coLo
ny also will be available for experimentation 
by other University SCienfists. Already, research 
possibilities in the areas of zoology, agriculture, 
and nutrition have been explored. 

The monkeys are housed in a new laboratory 
building especiaUy built for them on the Univer
sity's Sinclair Research Farm southwest of the 
campus. The inside-outside cages are roomy, 
permitting several of the animals to live together. 
Monkeys are kept in groups of eight to 10 when 
they are young, and one male is caged with up 
to four females at adulthood. 

In India rhesus monkeys are sacred. They 
have free access to aU Hindu temples and are 
under the special care of priests in the temple 
of Hanuman, the Monkey God. Dr. Gavan 's 
monkeys, of course, are not treated like gods, 
but they are highly important to the progress 
of a fast-moving, scientific age. 0 

." 


