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professor in the College of Education and the 
student teache r can understand each other be tter 
through the usc of the video tape. Now, there's 
nothing inherently good or bad a bout lTV. Used 
correctly, it can fac il itate lea rn ing. In thi s case, 
we think it shows promise." 

A pioneer in the use of instructional tele­
vision, the Columbia campus began its program 
in 1958. Considerable impetus a rrived in 1960 
in the form of a $90,000 grant from the Ford 
Foundation. Today the Office of Instructional 
Television has equipment valued a t $1.5 million, 
and its 522 video tapes have an estimated 
worth of more than $500,000. 

The completely-equipped television studio 
on the fourth floor of Jesse Hall is connected 
to Hill Hall ( Education), a nd the Business and 
Public Admi ni stra tion a nd the Arts and Science 
supplemented by a 2500 megacycle lTV service 
to Crowder and Waters hall a nd Rothwell and 
the Women's gyms. 

Twenty thousand students each semester 
(some of them, obviously, more than once) 
are exposed to instructional te levision. All di­
visions on th e campus and 30 departments 
are represented. Of 300 lTV projects, l 5courses 
are more than 50 per cent on tape; more than 
150 courses use lTV segments, and there a re 
many dive rsified research and service projects. 
(Service tapes range from those explaining the 
complexities of the 1. 3 mil lion-volume Gene ral 
Lib rary to those used at registration time to 
report instantaneously wh ich courses a re closed 
out.) 

Origi nally, instructional television was look­
ed upon as a method of offsetting large classes 
in a lecture-hall environment. It was believed 
that such courses could make better utilit.ation 
of top teaching talent as the number of students 
grew out of p roportion to the number of teach­
ers. The students could a t tend TV courses in 
a small-class atmosphere, see and hear the 
professor's presentation, and have time avail­
able for question-and-answer sessions. 

And t his has been pretty much the way it 
has worked out - with some corollary benefits. 
For one thing, it encourages even good teachers 
to plan, organize and present their materia l 
more effectively. There's no room for the light­
weight professor on lTV. Then, too, there are 
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While this student teacher conducts an elementary class In lab school, lTV records the action. 

Future lawyel'1l Icarn more about courtroom techniques when 
mock Irlols are video-taped lor later viewing and critique. 
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many demonstrations and once-in-a-lifetime in­
terviews that can be presented better visually 
than in any other manner. 

Or. Fred McKinney, whose course in general 
psychology was the first to be video-taped, re­
calls taping a n interview with 14 students from 
all parts of the world. The panel discussed 
a variety of relationships from their respective 
viewpoints. It was a panel that would be diffi­
cult to bring together again, yet it remains ef· 
fective because it was put on tape. "And from 
the student viewpoint," says McKinney, "this 
is the most popular videotape I've ever made." 

McKinney has updated his lectures several 
times, as have all the teachers who have 
courses on lTV. 'fhe McKinney series, in fact, 
was the first college-level course accepted for 
national and world-wide di stribution by the Great 
Plains TTV Library. 

"Typically, " says Griffith, "a professor will 
scra p about half his lectures a fter the first year 
it's been recorded. Thereafter the updating pro­
cess involves about 25 per cent of the tapes 
each year," 



Later the same dnv, student and Instructor watch plny·back, nollng strengths and weaknesses. 

BeSides genera] psychology, other taped 
courses include agricultural economics, two 
courses in English life and literature, poet 
John Neihardt's "Epic America," psychology 
of personality, great speakers, public speaking, 
international relations, secondary school cur­
riculum, introduction to education, physical ed­
ucation for both men and women, copy editing, 
and basic military science. And for every course 
on TTV, there are 10 to 12 others utilizing 
taped segments. 

l[ the Columbia campus is a leader in in­
structional TV, it may be the leader in the 
medium as it applies to the ColJege of Educa­
tion. Besides the courses mentioned above, and 
the individua l replay tapes discussed earlier, the 
college also utilizes tape segments involving 
experienced teachers in various types of class­
room situations. The student teachers can see 
effective ways to present material, how to handle 
discipline, and other classroom problems. 

But probably no place is lTV used more ef­
fectively than when it allows student teachers 
to look at themselves. 

"They a re able to learn more about their 
performance in class in a few minutes of viewing 
the tape than we can possibly tell them. " says 
Dr. Dixie A. Kohn, assistant professor of ed­
ucation and ass istant director of the lab school. 

" It's like seeing a snapshot and noticing 
that you've gained a few pounds," responds 
a student. "But. the real question is , what are 
you going to do about it?" 

Such experiences indicate a bright future 
for instructional television. "I have a very posi­
tive attitude toward educational TV," says Mc­
Kinney. "We can do more with TV - through 
demonstrations, interviews, film clips, and can­
did photos - than we could ever do in the 
classroom." 

Bart Griffith is quick to point out, however, 
that lTV probably is not a final answer. "What 
we're really talking about is the academic ser­
vices concept. We're interested in any educa­
tional innovation which will bring about better 
education for our students as individuals." 

In other words, they're looking for a better 
log. 0 


