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I NDIA'S /I'IO SA l e OF CULTU RE is now reality 10 85 

Peace Corps trainees who completed 12 weeks of inten
sive training Oil the Columbia campus December 2, e ll

joyed a brief pre-holiday visit with their families and 
depa rted Dece mber 13 from New Yo rk for West Benga\. 
Fortified with the pebbles of lea rning with which to piece 
logether a patte rn of li ving in a new and d ifferent 
country, they arc the 37 th Peace Corps group to extend 
a hel ping ha nd to India, bri nging the total number of 
volunteers there to nearly 1500, and the first to be in
volved st rictly with agricultural extension. 

Their 300 hours of Bengal i language drill and 300 
hours of agricultural pursuit. coupled with [00 hours of 
cultural and cross-cultural training and an additional 
100 hours of health and physical education- to say 
nothing of the cycl ing and hiking that have been their 
modes of transportation while in Columbia- have pro
duced stalwa rt young men and women . Equipped to be 
slllesmcn of new and unfa miliar techniques, teachers 
of methods and persuasive ambassadors, they must now 
transmit thei r skill s to people. What they have to give 
must be accomp lished with sensit ivity to the situation, 
with awa reness of their own images as citizcns of the 
Unitcd States, with self-di scipline and sclf-reli ance . 

THA T TH EY arc adequately prepared and motivated 
in the brief training time allotted has been the concern 
of the University, its Peace Corps staff, govern ment of-



Be ngali i. one of India'. major longuog8 •. Mrs. Rino Do., 01 I' fl, WOI one of 13 Indion ;nl l,uclo .. onlh,longuage lioff 

ficiu ls, specialized Indian te:lchers and an experienced 
group of Peace Corps returnees whose talents have been 
meshed to provide a practical, qual ity program. Of the 
origi nal 94 enrolled in August, the 85 ce rtified include 
four married couples, onc si ngle girl who has si nce 
married a Peace Corps volu nteer returni ng for his sec
ond two-ye<l r term in Ind ia, and the rema inder, all men. 

The University joined the Peace Corps people-to
people quest in 1964, subsequently becom ing one of the 
major training centers in the mid-west and graduating 
341 volu nteers. T wo rural community devclopment 
programs for Ecuador were conducted on campus in 
1964; si milar progra ms fo r Bolivia and Thail and and 
a government development progr:ml for Nepal wefe 
programmed in 1965; and last sum mer began phase one 
of an on-going program for Thailand which will culmi
nate in the summer of 1967. 

RI GOROUS TRAINING and screening arc common to 
all programs to enable students to "walk in Ihe sltoes" 
of the people with whom they will live. Empathy, 
leade rship, and creat ivity arc just as important to suc
cess as specific studies. The abi lity to fail :md begin 
again must be made tolerable. 

India trainees emba rked on a nine-mile hike to the 
Rochcford Farm, University turkey research fa rm. three 
days after their arrival last fall. There they spent one 
week clearing 2.5 acres of land to plant rice. made their 

own iron and wooden tools. and IIsed a n:ltjve Indian 
scy the. T hereafter, the production of the paddy became 
a primary concern, with special emphasis given to ir
rig:lf ion systems in orde r to produce more than one 
seasonal crop now related to the Karif, the monsoon 
planting-growing season in India. 

Sk ills were developed as a "package of practices" to 
be put into operat ion in West Bengal, where the ratio is 
300 fa rmers to 250 acres of land. Techniques learned 
for rice production-cultivating. seeding. fert ilizing. 
plant protecting. weeding, irrigating, harvesting and 
drying-can also be app lied to a second important 
Ind ian crop, jute, the fibre uscd (or sacking, burlap and 
twine. Secondary was poultry husbandry (of 125 ex
perimental chickens raised, 9 died, and the 116 others 
were killed and barbccued), and vegctable horticulture. 

Integra ted studies centered around language com
municat ion with one Bengali teacher for every seven 
students. lectures by experts, films of Ind ia. extensive 
reading assignme nts and discussions, fi lling 11 12- to 
14-hollT day. five and one-half days a week. 

With the schooling now behind. Peace Corps mem
be rs of Project 37 have arrived at their destination, 
spent a IO-day in-country indoetrir1;ltion on a govern
ment rice farm, and received individual assignments. 
They ca rry the torch lit by President Kennedy, who 
env isioned young people contributing part of their 
lives in service to thei r country to work for freedom. 0 
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CONTIN UED 

"I' help. 10 build confide nce," . ayo Jimmie O. Ve.million, coo.dina'o. 01 phyoical "aining, Howa.d 
S'ob, 01 G.ond Rapid., Mich ., p •• po.eo ,A go ave. ,h. cliff a o lIob Adamo, Culve._S'ock'on g.aduol. 
f,om '"icogo, ancllo'l th e 'op • . A' lor 'ighl, in pho'o 'ok.n f'om analh., "an'ag' pain', How o,d 
kick . off again during a 120-1001 deocen' . Fa .. e .. " rep . lling" time on .hio diff wo. itv. .,cond., 
Other 'rain ... w . .. lt " , ning climbing ' , chniqu ... 



Non.,w;mme .. , I, ft , le,"ned 10 handle them • 
• e ly .. under wo" , with hand. "nd/or feet 

Don Gray, rishl, of Woodland, Calif., S. Io 
additional poinle .. in dormilory hall .... "y 
from Arun Ba. u, on agricultural . p t ci,di . 1 
on Ihe ""ching . Iaff. Don maiored in an· 
Ihropology 01 St"nford Uniye"ity. Dr. Bal u 
re"ived hi, bach, lor o f IcienCI deg." from 
CalCUli" Unive"ity Dnd h". hi . M.S. "nd 
Ph.D. deg .... f.om the Un;ye"ily of Miuouri . 
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S. N. Gho.h coo,dinates Pea.e Ca,ps p,o
s,ams fa, th e Slata of WeST Bengal. 

Richa,d and Vi,ginia Bodn .. , left and abova, 
S' attle , a,e Harvard and Radcliffe graduates. 



Tr"i .. ,,, I' ".ned 10 eook Indion do. h, • . Mil. Sul l kho Gho. h, who hold . on M.A. in poli,i.,,1 .. ien., 
f,om C"I<ull" U .. iv .... ily , "i,. a t Lo"y Dawo" G,,,lial, Wi •. , Solly Oippel, Walwarl", N. Y., and 
Vi,gi .. ia Badner w"l<h. The I.oinu -r"i •• d <hichM we" b",be<ued Am" i,,, .. flyle , haw,v, •• Dav, 
Di" l ha.l, Edward. burg, Mi,h. , a .. d G"g Ru . k, Cineinn"li , al I, fl , " .. lt r, hl lp, d 10 eI . "n "nd <UI 
upl16bird t. 

T"", w". much 10 lalk "boul " I I."ine" Iri, d I" I. ".n 10 " w"lk in Ih ' . ho .. " ,,' 110, peopl' of 
I .. dio. M ... A.un BaIU, i .. for, f,onl. di sc u'''' Indio .. I,,,dilion. wilh " . mall group in on , af Ih, 
TOalea .. f" ' '' ' ' , aom • . 
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