
T he Iri o n An Gall ery a l 21 1 Westwood in Co l11m bia 
serves a du al purpose. In addi tion to bringing to th e 
Uni vers i ty community a greatl y ap prec ia ted fo rm u l 
art nor o therwise readil y ava il ab le, it fi nances a , l'\OO 

scho la rship in the Schoo l of Edu ca ti on. T he schohir
sh ip is a memoria l to the late Dr. T. \ ,V . H. Jri on , 
for mer Pro resso r o( Educa ti on and Dea n of the 
School o f Edu ca 1ion. 

W hen Mrs . lrion sta rted the Ar t Ga llery in 1953 
she dec ided to use the profits to esta bli sh a studen t 
award as a memorial to Dr. Irion . T he income h as 
been used in that manner ever sin ce excep t th a t th e 
awa rd h as been changed lo a schola rshi p. An add itio n 
of 1,500 in 1964 b rough t th e fun d to slightl y m ore 
than .$ 15,000. Jn a ll probability another . 1,500 will be 
add cl in 1965. T his will make poss ible a $500 scholar
ship fo r the 1965-66 schoo l year. An y income over and 
above thi s amo un t will be added to the principa l sum 
until such time as a second $500 schola rship is pos
sible. 

T he recipient is chosen during e ither the junior o r 
enio r yea r to prov ide a yea r of stud y for a senior 

unde rgraduate or as a fir t year graduate stu dent o n 
the cam pus at Columbia. T he se lection is made o n 
the bas is of scholasti c exce llence, fin ancia l need, and 
promise of professional success in the fi eld of teaching. 

T he Art Ga llery is unusua l in tha t it is a part o f 
M rs. Iri on 's h ome and brings a wea lth o f art objects 
to the area. In fact , she has some things from E urope 
that can hardl y be round elsewhere in thi s country. 
O ne might expe t such an enterprise to detract from 
the atmosphere o[ the home. lt does not. v\/ hen Mrs. 
l rion has fri ends in for tea on Sund ay af tern oon , as 
freq uentl y she does, th e wea lth of art adds to rather 
th an detracts from the occasion. Paintings, p rints, 
fi gurines, crysta l and bri c-a-bnic or many kinds serve as 
conversation p ieces and are a source of no li tt le 
p leasure to the guests. And we ll they may be. T hey 
have been ga rnered from a number o[ Eu ropea n 
co untri es and o utsta nding sources in the U nited States. 

Mrs. Irion knew her way aro und in E urope befo re 
1he A rt Ga llery was sta rted. She has made an annu a l 
expediti on ever since. T hese tr ips are made in Jul y 
a nd Aug ust when the demand fo r her offerings a re at 
low ebb. At th at time the ho use is closed except fo r 
the wa tchful eye and devoted at tenti on o[ Eli za Scott 
who has been Mrs. Jr ion 's cook and housekeeper fo r 
some 33 yea rs. T ea guests freq uentl y fin d occas ion to 
visit the ki tchen and exchange gree tings with E li za . 

T he Eu ropean tri ps are not all business. Mrs. Ir io n 
ta kes time out for pleasure and sight-see ing. ln fac t 
she is do ing just that most o f the time when she is 
looking for items to bring back to Co lumbia. She d e
rives her greatest pleasure and satisfaction in search
ing ou t and offering to her fri ends and pa trons pain t
ings with spec ial appea l. ]n fac t it was A lbert Gente r , 
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Americ;i n arti st, who en cou raged her to o pen th e Ga l
le ry. She has so ld a num ber o f hi s wa ter co lors. 

Ma ny of her pa in t ings a re by French art ists th oug h 
m ore o fte n th a n no t she ge ts them in H o lland or pos
sib ly New Yo rk . She h;1 s severa l pa intin gs of F ren h 
scenes by G isson. L as t summer she wa. a urac1ecl lo a 
pa in ting on a n iro n rence at G reen Park in Lo ndo n 
where beginni ng a rti sts a nd th ose of no great ab ili ty 
a re won t to di spl ay the ir wa res. A fte r pu rc has ing it 
she lea rned th a t it had been pa in ted by the famous 
art ist Peter F ull e r, who had left it the re as a lark . 

She is espec ia ll y pleased lo h ave o n di sp lay a m11n
ber of E lysa As h Lord 's r ice pa per e tchings. Miss Lord 
i. a n Ameri ca n woma n who has spent mu ch of he r 
li fe in the O rien t bu t w ho now li ves in Lond on . H er 
etchings are becoming quite sca rce. Ano ther Amer
ica n, O li s Cook, is represem ecl with pa imings of New 
E ngl a ncl scenes. 

Some of her cho ice fig urin es a re fr om Hu tschen
r euther o f Bava ri a. She is one o [ a very few A mer i
ca ns wh o visit the facto ri es a nd purchase direct from 
there. O nl y o ne other pe rson in thi s coun try h andl es 
the exquisite fi gu r ines from Dahl-Jensen of Copen
hagen . lt is h ere also th at sh e purch ases the fa mous 
Dahl-J ensen crackl e ware . 

She a lso has figurines from two o ther Copenhagen 
firm s, R oya l Copenhagen a nd Bing & Gronda hl. 
Along with the porcelain the re is b o th co lored glass 
and crysta l from Sweden and Germ any. 

M rs. Irio n a lso has Ameri ca n po rcela ins and find s 
th a t they compare favora bl y with those o[ Eu rope. 
H er b ird s fro m Boehm of T ren to n , New J ersey a rc 
so lifelike that one a lmost ex pects to h ea r a wa rble 
fro m a b lue bird o r to see a Oi ck of the ta il by a Car
o lina wren. Boles law Cybis, also of T ren ton , fro m 
whom she has a va ri ety o f fi g urines, is recogni zed as 
a leader in the fi e ld of po rce la in art. 

T he A rt Ga ll ery is never ad ve rti sed except b y 
p leased customers. H owever, persons rea ll y in te res ted 
in art a re we lcome. T he h ours a re 10:00 to 12:00 in the 
m orning a nd 2:00 to .5:00 in the a fte rn oon , ix clays a 
week. Other hou rs may be arranged by spec ia l ;ip
po in tmen t. O bjects from the Ga llery ha \·e fo und their 
way to m an y homes th rougho u t Missouri a nd to o ther 
sta tes fa r and nea r. 

Dr. a nd Mrs. Tri o n h ad pla nned to estab li sh an ::t r t 
ga llery af ter hi s re ti rem ent. Since that oppor tuni ty 
d id not presen t itse lf M rs. Irio n fo und it q uite n a tu ra l 
to sta rt one with the obj ect o f es tablishing a scholar
ship in m emory o f her husba nd. D r. Iri o n was Dea n 
o f the Schoo l o f Ed uca ti o n from 1930 to 1945. As Dean 
a nd teacher he served the U ni ve rsity fo r near ly a quar
te r of a cen tury. Before jo ining the Uni ve rsity fac ulty 
he had served as acting p res ide nt of Stephens College. 
Former stude n ts th ro ug hout the country rem ember 
the inspirat ion they rece ived in hi s cl ass room . 
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